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The moſt Famous and . — 
renowned Hiſtorie, of that ALT 


woorthie and illuſtrous Knight 
Merxwine , ſonne to that rare and ex- 
cellent Mirror of Prinoely proweſſe,Oger 
theDane , and one of that royall bond . 
of unmatchable Knighthoode, 
the twelue Peeres of 
France. 


n hereis is declared, hu rare birth, and 1 
fragy bringing vp, with his moſt ho- (+ 
worable conqueſt of Ieruſalem, Babilen, & 
and diners other Citics from the pagan 
Infidels : with many other memorable 
accidents of wonderous conſequence. 


By I. M. Gent. 


printed at London by R. Blower 
and Val. Sims. 1612. 
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5) Entle Reader, I am to deale 
Af with thee in this Hiſtoric of 
Meruine,as thoſe which bid 
2 | men to agreat feaſt, that is, 
to preſent them firſt, with 
that which may procure an 
appetite to meate,and worke 
ade:iretoeare : ſo giue Ithee 
the firſt part, to cauſe thee to haue a more longing 
delire vnto the ſecond part, that (hall in the full 
concluſion of this Hiſtorie giue thy deſire his ex- 
pected farisfaftion, the which, the next Terme 
(and if Iliue) I will not let to performe. Thus 
committing thee to thy delight in reading, and 
thy fauourable acceptance in allowing 
my Labour, I bid thee well to fare, 
till I fairely performe 


my promiſe. 


0.0 


T hine ener ready to pleaſure, 
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| carrying away of Meruine: 2 how 
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Baſina to Monteftenre : 2 and ef the battell fongh, M 'weens 
Meruine and Brohars and the cunt, . & 
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and their army di ſcomfited. chap. 24 
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Bertran and his brothers eſcaped impriſonment : how ki 
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" How Meruine after the conqueſt of many cities went ts 
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The Pagans were ourrthrowne, and the Chriſtians went 
aud conuerted Damaſc us, &c. chap. 3 l 
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betold how her father was become a Chriſtian,ch c. 32 
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went with an hundred thouſand pag ans to MH ontment:how 
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C The famous Hiſtery of the noble and valiant knight 
Mer vine, f And firſt of his birth, 2 and che gitres 
giuen him by the Fairies. 
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The firſt, part of 


"diſcourſe much to long. 3nd finiſh vp mp bake onely with 
deſcriptions. But many tedious nights noꝛ dates had not 


runne out the labouring circuit oł their minutes beloꝛe the 
beautiful Morgue, ſiſter to king Artus, became all inuiro⸗ 
ned with his loue , and by the excellencie of her (ubtill ſkill 
intangled him Aniuch oz moze with her affection ,. ins ve⸗ 
hement ſozt, that the Lady who was paſſing wiſe, pzophet 
like knowing what in after time ſhould belall them (wo, 
purchaſed ſo much her own blefſednes, that ſhe wascarnal- 
ly accompanied of the god duke Oger, t that in ſo god an 
houre, that by the pꝛouidence ofthe Higheſt, ſhe became 
with child, the very light wherok added an vnſpeakable top 
to the heart ol Oger: and all the fairies of pzincely eſftma- 
ton, holding a counſell amongſt themſelues, ſaid one to an 
No, and not to ſone, is it ſufficiently apparant that 
the Fairie Morgue hath not euer in vnpzofitable lumber 
conſumed her time with Oger, becauſe by her waking 
deed ſhe hath giuen teſtimony to vs all, that now ſhe hath 
conceiued , and is great with childe. Ik it pzoue a ſonne, 
it isreaſon that foz hischiualtie hee be moze eſttemed than 
any liuing in his time, becauſe his bitth is moze honozable 
than any of fozmer age hath bin. Thus argued the Fairies 
about Morgue their companion, who naturally bare her 
fruit nine moneths, and in the extreme end ot the laſt, with 
great tranell ſhe was deliuered of a beautifull ſonne, ſuch, 


and ſo faire, as vntill then hav not any eye To his 
birth came many haughty and excelling dames 9 
beholding the eit · inchanting beauty of the Babe, bleſſed it, 
and gaue it to the mother, who with an wing heart 


tide-fail of moſt deare atfe ion, ſæing his incomparable 
features, wherein true beautic had onely (lpazre fo haſn 


lutes ſhould make his bappy foztunes — 


count, and then liſting her gies to hauen, 8 
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the hiſtory of Meruine. 


maner pzaped : True God of glozy quoth che, 4 humbly - 
imploze andrequice the,that of thy holy bountis thou wilt 
beftow ſuch oꝛ ſo much moze diuine ſpirite, pniſſante, and 
true magnammitie on this Babe,happily begotten on me, 
as thou didſt inſpire in my deare lone Oger, his pzincely 
lozd and father, and that he may alonelp reſemble oz exceed 
him inthe gloꝛious actions of euetliuing kninhthave , 0 
ſwetly ſpake Morgue theſe ſweet oz ons that the Sd of 
heauen exhaled her pzapers, and regiſtred in he eonfiſto2 p 
ok the ſkie, that he ſhould become the moſt redoubtovin the 
wozld. Aftet came king Artus into the chamber ot the La- 


dy, with him Oger and many other barons, to ſet the nei 
child: at whvſe appꝛoach came to Oger a faitie Lady, ho 
being ot a giozions and renowned ſpirite, was famous ſo 
her vertues thoꝛow the Fairie land: ber name was Mer- 
uina, and the ſaid vnto him, God duke of DenmarkeHo- 
nout me in giuing my name vnto thy ſonne and makemne 
eternally happy, by being his happy godmother. Kady q 
Oger, I conſent . Aftertheſeſpeaches was the infantear- 
tied to be baptiſed, and was named Meruin, Artus and O- 
riet, two mighty kings deing his godfathers : who after 
the Dacrament Pa, gaue him rich gifts. 


2 Mich ſo ſoneas Meruina perceined , the ſaid vnto 
them :PyLozds, vou haue inriched this infant with the 
— ernen. Pour ts hanvmads 0 Fertane 

auen. Pour fo Foztune, 
dy miſchante may lie from him : my gift the conteofter of 
Detiiviy ;Hallfonoecree fozlake him. J wiltthersfv2e, 
| my gift, fo2 Fgiuemy will, that he be euer 
Ladies, who-during his life, ſhall hold him dearer than 
their owne lues At theſe ſpeaches the F airie Gratiana 
(whoul the while leaned on the fauntaine) grew wt, 
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as well dez cup of the giites giuen to the little Metuine, 
as fo; a pzinate indignation that ſhe bare vn o Morgue, in 
that ſhe had not enioped ſome of thoſe nient night-plea- 
ung delights, which eenixed with ber excellent Oger. 
and therloze anſwering an vatuned thought with an high 
ia:ring vopte, ſaide: And J from that great God which 
- created the bniuerſe,andman to his otone image, giue him 
this gift, that Meruine ſhali faile inthe aſſault of one bats 
tell, and be taken pꝛiſonet with ſuch endamagement, that 
nolsztitude ſhall ever releaſe him, till a man whoſe mother 
died in her childbicth be his delinerer. Such woꝛds as theſe 
vtters the falſe fairy Grariana,which effected acco2ding ts 
der wiſh, becauſe he was deliuered (as (ateth the lpiſtozie! 
frem Aſinor, with whom he was flae peeres pziſoner, vy 
Robaitus, as ſhal hereafter appeare in p2oceſſe of the ſfozy. 
eHernina hearing Gratianaes hate-vomiting wszds, ſhe 
grew exteding (ozrowfull , till ſozrow comming to rage, 
ado her with det iſt gine Gratiana ſuch a blowe on her 1 
fxce,that the hieb which thonld baus made hirchiksblaty — 
oz her immodeſty. noin ſought to down thearth fo; ſuſtais } 
ning yer. This tumnlt baed tumults among the Fairies, A, 
nurtes with a wozld of euills on the noble Chziftians. Dif- vi 
pitefully ſad was Gratiana foz theblow recetaed,but in rc» 
gard at that inſtant the coulo not do what the would (tuts- 
red bp patience) the would not what ſhe withed, yet in her 
ſoule made a ſotemnepzoteftation ſolemnely to revenge her 
intutie, as indes d ſhe did. After a fainis named Galiana, de» 
firaus to moliſte the angry Mer uina, came to her, laing. 
Swat lifter , why ſhould fury haue ſuch furious ſuperiszi⸗ 
tie in thy faire ſelle, as to bathethy hand in a blody ocean? 
Belteme me , deere creature, then sughteſt rather to haus 
walht with patience in white lillies: dut be milde, appea& 
thine anger, and J will gine to thy little ſonne a gift hail 
aerioy all thy taies and this it ist what pzincefſe,lady,oz 
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the hiſtory of Meruine. 


woman in the wozld he ſhall daine fs kiſſe,thaf and the ſelfe 
ſame oy ſhal ths poſſeſſe by that outward imbzacement, as 
if he hav conſumed whole nights in thoſe pleaſures, which 
to nature is only pꝛiuate: and ſith J am aſcertained he ſhal 
be furmſht with incomparable valure, 4 giue him this gilt, 
that he ſhal neuer be ſlaine 02 vanquitht in pꝛinate oz pub⸗ 
like battell:and when he hath liued till marriage hath made 
him father ofa ſonne of twelne peares old, then my will is 
that he returne into Fairia,and hauing kiſſed me befoze all 
the Ladies of our land, make me his eſpeciall lene, who ne⸗ 
ner had noꝛ will haue any till his returne. When Meruts 
naes earcs had receiued the muſicke of Galianaes ſp#ch; 
ſhe gaue her infinite thanks, and cauſed king Artus, king 
Orient, and all the lady Fairies to doe the like, only Grati- 
ana exceptzd, who ſtod ſozrowfally dumbe foz her blow re- 
ceined. The childe (as pou haue heard) was baptized, and 
rebꝛought into the Chamber ot his mother, who not with⸗ 
ſtanding the toꝛ ment of her trauell, pet thoꝛo the loue of 
her faire infant, ſhe fo2gate t hextirding paſſion of het moꝛe 
than arcat ſo2row 2- and when the Ladies came in, they 
found her faſt afla pe, whom they being loth to awake from 
aut her lumber , they nently laid the childe in het boſome, 
and ſo departed without any noiſe making, onely the falſe 
Fatrie Gratiana ſtaid behind, who had alonging deſire to 
imbeſell the infant Mcruts, of whom the other Fairies han 
no regard, neither that ſhe ſt aid vnder any falſe infent:but 
when al the Ladies were gone, vnakind Gratiana tak litie 
Meruine from. his mothers bzeafts , and holding him in 
her armes, (aid, Now doe Þ wiſh, and J would J were in 
the lelle ſame maner that at this pꝛeſent J am, at the pot 
ol Luterne , which ſtandeth vpon the des: and ſo ſame as 
euer ſhe had ſpoken, inffantly ſhe and the infant were in 
the ſame place, whence iſlued the neuer to be abatedſozow 
of Morgue: when ſhe awakd and ſound not by her the * 
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efher deare ſelfe, J monne her deare Meruin. Mhereupon 
ſhe demauded of yer attendants whether he had bin bꝛoght 
backe vnto het. oz no: Ves Mauam, ſaid one of them, Pa- 
dam Mernina his godmother, laid hun cloſe by peur ſelfe. 
Alas ſary Morgue, and where is he then become? Then 
began the gov Lavy greatly to lament, and to powze ſuch 
vncont rolled oceans of teares from the heauenly windows 
ol her cles , that the roaring tempeſts of her languoꝛ was 
eaſily heard of Artus her bzother, Orient, Oger and all the 
Fairte Ladies, whotncontinently ruſht into her chamber, 
the renowned Oger aſking her what ſhe atled , auou ing 
that the greateſt monarch in the wozld ſhould not date to 
do hir that wzeng, which his ſwozd ſhonld not redelinor 
and renenge. Then her attendants (loꝛ dumbe ſoꝛtow kept 
her ſilent) tolde him how Gratiana whom Meruina had 
ſtriken, in reuenge of her diſgrace had ſtollen the childe. 
and bozne him to ſome vnhabitable climate. Oger hea- 
ring this, gaue diſpleaſure leaue fo ty2annize vpon his hart, 
and by the areedinetſe of his paſſton robbed his loue the fai⸗ 
tie Morgue ot ſome of her lamentations : fo2 after confive- 
ration had recalled her reaſon, and hope aſſured her that no 
power would vnwoꝛthily be ag ainſt her, ſhe gaue a comma 
(though no period) to her mourning, and recomfozted her 
only lozd Oger with this oz like ozatozie : Oger my lone 
ſaid ſhe , that diuine power which hath ſent vs Meruine, 
will (ifit pleaſe him) pzeſerne our Meruine, and when the 
winter daies of our extreame foztunes hath fully bound vp 
out hopes in frozen ribs of ice, we ſhall againe regret the 
cherefull Apꝛill of our Summerioyes , and gather new 
blofſoms from our d2owned plants. Thus ſpake Morgue 
to the god Oger, whom we will leaue, and ſpeake of the 
Fairie Gratiana , who (as pou haue heard) caruied away 
Meruinc. 
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the 1 of Meruine. 
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CHAP. II. 


1 How the Fairie Gratiana repented her ſelfe for the 
carrying away of Meruine, 2 how ſhe found a her- 
mit rr three goats, 3 how he ſhewed her the 
way to find the port of the ſea. 1. 


Ratiana (by her wiſh) ſodainely 0 
vod neighbouring the pozt of Luterne, but 
a veing ur a place ſo defolately ſolitary, tainten 


. = ſhe repented herſclfe , aſwell foz hauing ſtol⸗ 
len the oaly hope of that age, pzince Meruine , agalſo foz 
hauing exiled her ſelfe from Fatria het natiue Countrey : 
wherefo2e deſirous to returne, and holding the infantin hir 
armes. he ſad, ow do g wiſh(and be my wiſh auailable 
foz my woes fake would 4 were in Fairtain mine owne 
pallace, ſo, and in fuch maner, that J neither doe noz ſhall 
nad aſke pal don foz my miſdeed. Thusſpake revengefull 
Gratiana : but the ſtozie replieth that becauſe the had re⸗ 
uznged her ſelte by ber vbnlatvfail ſtealth, the Ood ofthe 
Ci uſtians gicm offended with her, and tok from her both 
her power of wiſhes and wiſhing : which when the Fairie 
percetued,ſhe fell on her knas and ſaio, alas, only merciful 
God A know J haue græuouſſy offended 2gainff thee, pet 


nofwithtandingthy pitygreaterthan thy power, map par⸗ 


don my nuſderd, which bothrcpents and diſpleaſethme,and 
then turnd ſhe her ſpech to Meruine, ſaping; Ay me, bet 
childe, 
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The fir part of 


chile , that mine offence ts thincinfancte hath loſt mar the 
delight ok my life, and pet hall the burden of moze then my 
ſozrow ( vnteſſe ſome gracious po wer pzeuent ) bee bozne 
on thy tender ſhoulders : woc is me, what had 3 inmy head 
when J conceined this wickednefſe ag ainſt the, nothing but 
euill 2 pct deſpight theſe eufls ought ſome god thing befall 
me in that 3 will nouriſh the childe ſo long as I ſhalbe able 


with luch acates as God oz foztune ſhall ſend me. 


2 Gratiana in this manner reperting her (cife, roſe vp, 
and beganne to go to aballeybeneach the wod, with thein- 
kant in her armes, and in her paſſage a long, ſhe petteiued a 
holy hermit;who repoſed hunſelfe in the ſame wd, keeping 
thzogoates1n that fazreft. When the Fairie came nete him 
the ſaluted him, and ſayd, Gꝛaue wiſeman /foz ſo thy white 
haires,heralds of experience, tell me) where, J p2zay the, 
ſtandeth the next town oz village: 83 where may J find any 
woman to giue ſucke to this faire childe, which is almoſt pi⸗ 
ned to death with extreme hanger, whileft, alas, 3 haue no⸗ 
thing to giue it hut my teares.ſt vnſauozie a firrepfo; ſo 
pzincely a taſte. Bardly dad Ge ended this laſt woꝛd, but by 
the will of ſome almighty willer,one of the thꝛer goates leſt 
the hermit, and came to the Laop,making not beſtiall, but 
rather d iuine ſignes, that che would ſuckle thinfant: which 
the Fairy oueriopd to beheld, thanked God, and kiſſing the 
babe, laid if on the giound, and the goat placed hiclelle nere 
to the child, that it might quictly ſuck. foz ſuch was the wil 
of the Greateſt. When the hermit ſaw this myzacle, and 
ſaw diuine chatitie mach greater than Nature, haue ruling 
in a ſimple goat, grew much abaſhed, alking the Fairie il 
the were a Chꝛiſtian. Fat her (ad ſhe) J ama trut Chailli- 
an: and then the began to diſcourſe vnto him all the fozy of 
det euill, how the had folne Mcruine, and foz that cauſe, 
vatefiy to ſpeake, ſhe told him from point to point all befoze 

wzitten. 
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the hiſtorie of Meruine. 


wzitfen, Whileſt the hermit ſate amazed, and many times 
ugned hemſelfe with the c raſſe, in taken of wonder, than ſayd 
he vnto her: Fairs loue know that A ama-baptiſedChaiſtia, 

liuing in this tozeſi yet art all the inhabitanta ot this climat 
none other but pagans aud Inf dels. which neithet laue no 
adoze the name of Chꝛiſt Joſug: and thertoze io thend you 
may bs circumſpect in pour affaires , know that if vou cou- 
feſſe —— 1 a Chziftian, you and this Fairischilds ſhall 
dis the death. 


3 Therefoze be-wilely warie, and J will ſhewe ther the 
way which leadeth to the pot Lucerne, where arine many 
marchants of fozren lands:and to the endthat this faire cre⸗ 
ature, which you name Meruine, ſhall ſuſtame no want, J- 
will gine you the goate which hath ofleted it ſelſe vnto him: 
foꝛ ſuch is the will ol him that willeth all godneſſe. After 
this ſperch, the hernut. named Creſpin, which all his time 
had bene holy, and holy Creſpin intituled, hauing ſhewed 
her thepozt,toke leaue and G ratiana aodzeſſe herſelfe to 
her way, commending to God her and her intention. 0 
parted they,the Fairy carying the child. and the goat atten- 
ding both: at length the came vnto the paꝛt where the pers 
ceiued a (mall barks, that with hoiſed (ailes was enen then 
in departing : whereupon ſbe cried, Koꝛdes, foz Mahomer 
and his temple Mecas ſake ſtap, and let we paſſe with you. 
Chen the maſter vnderſto her, and that ſhe ſpake of Ma- 
homet: (fo they were Painims)he replied, Hatte the then 
loue, and if thou haſte, we will ay a little fo2 the. At theſe 
wozds the Fairie added ſuch wings to her fat, that immedi- 
atly ſhe entred into the ſhip , and with her entrance the ſhip 
departed,plowing ſo ſpedilythzongh the furrows of the ſalt 
wanes, that in ſhozt ſpace Grariana perceined a vertt faire 
cittis. Gentlemen (ſayd ſhe to the Pagans) J perteiue yon- 
der below a very ſtrong citie, J pzay pou tell me gal” 

B 


Aa. CLASS. ov 


. 


©, i v5. 


% 


ol nol ec 


— — —— 


_— = 


4 


— LARRY - P 


F#-#. a Rc). Wc $ta $f oo 


_— 1 


" 


- — rr 


5 — 
d 4 
a 
s = # & # 
CORDLESS 0 


; Was 
. 


5 ” . w_ 
: 2 SSSI SS SSSI SSIS SS SS SS SS SSSSSSSSSSSS65 Sangre f FED 
FF K =- —˙ r. . ] . ̃]⅛ A , . ̃ꝗ Qi, ]ĩò 't. ̃]²7˙‚-].‚«˖ DYE, IEEiz 


1 2 


The firſt part of 


it is, whether it be Chꝛiſtian oz Paynim? Mhen the jea- 
lous Pagans heard the de:naund of the Fairie ladie they | 
miſtruſted in themſelues that ſhe was a Chaiſtian : where- 
foze one of them ficrcely aunſwered her: Ladie, art thou a 
Chꝛiſtian, 62 one of our law? Renerend ſir(ſayd ſhe) J wag 
neuer Chꝛiſtian, but am a Pagan. Then one who was of 
Montment,by calling a marchant , amazedly viewed, and 
often reuiewed Mcruine,whom the oftencr he beheld, the of- 
tener he ſaw his beauties redouble. Wihereupon inamoꝛed 
of the infants perfection , he came to the ladie, and aſked her 
if ſhe would ſell herchild? Jn god faith ( quoth the Fairie) 
no: foz it is the ſonne aof my ſiſter: fo whole lone (fo farre 
as J am able, if Mahomet giue me leaue) J will carefully 
nouriſh it. Padam (ſayd this marchant, whoſe name was 
Barbin) from what countrey is your tourney derived? @ir 
(ſapd ſhe) from Antiech , where infinite miſfoztune hath 
chanced to my kindzed, who haue beene traiterouſly ſlaine by 
afalſe Chʒiſtian, on whom IJ beſa@ch Mahomet raine 
an eternall curſe ; foz he hath deſpotled mice of all my 
goods, and left me no comfo2t , but this ſilltein- 
fant, my nephew,whom by the dinine ayd 
of Mahound J nounth, that he 
may be my glozieinmy 
decaying and tui⸗ 
ned ags. 
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CHAP. III. 


t. The Fairic Cratiana accorded to the deſire of Barbin 
2. Barbix carried her to Maniment vnto his houſe. 
3. How he made his wife beleeue that Aernine was 


his ſonne. 


TR Arbin the Pagan finding the Fairy would 
72 by no meanes ſell the pzincety Mernine , 
ret inly beholding the neccſiitie wherein 
che ſtod , ſayd vnto her, What age ( deare 
23> 44 lady ) hath this childe aſpited vnto* By 
= Mahomet (anſwered fhe ) it hath not ful⸗ 
ly ſhed th2ee dayes. Truſt me ſayd the Painim) if 
you will goe with me vnto Montment, you ſhall be ſo well 
intreated as pour degree requireth, and vonr chile nouriſh- 
ed aetoʒding to the excellencies of his beauty : onely to one 
thing vou muſt accoꝛd which though it carrie falſhodinthe 
fogehead, pet ſhall it keepe danger from pour heart: and that 
is, to affirme this childe is mine: fo2 which repozt J will 
raine ſhowers of golde and ſiluer into pour boſome, x guard 
eourperſon and foztunes ſater then the waking dꝛagons the 
ÞeſperianCytrons. To theſe woꝛdes Gra tiana inclined 
bereares,whilefther thoughts to her thoughts thus whiſpe⸗ 
red: Dince it pleaſeth the God ol heauen and that deſtimic is 
my diregos, euen as J haue ſtollen this moſt excellent infant 
(es which 3 know J haue gricuonſly ſinned, loſt myfree- 
dome, and am vtterly baniſht from 8 Jintoped 
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as being a Fairie) ſo will J now doe my greateſt endenout 
fo; this paincely ozphant . And faz J knownothinginme to 
reobteine my loſſes, J will what he will, moze bequeathing 
our foztunes into the hands of God then accozving to the de⸗ 
ſireof this Pagan : and then exalting her wo2ds which be- 
foze were ſilent, ſhe ſaid: Faire ſir, from whom J behold a 
diuine affection , iſſuing vnto my foꝛſaken nephew: tell me, 
are you married ,02no ? $avam, J am ( ſayd he) and haue 
bene this fourtie pteres, and moze: ſo haue J alſo one faire 
ſonne,not far from hence, whoſe name is Tirus Sir (quoth 
the) ſince it pleaſeth you to offer vs the god wee can deſire, 
we will euer obey you, and go where pou ſhall pleaſe to diſ- 
pole vs. In ſuch diſcourſe as this they conſumed the night 
till the next moꝛning, who had no ſwnerſalutedthe S un, but 
they arrtuedon the ſhoare, impoueriſhing the ſhippe to make 
the land moze wealthie. 


2 Barbin and Gratiana bearing the little Meruine in 
ber armes, marched together,and the goate followed them, 
the which whenſseuer thechilde cried, was readie with her 
dugge to appeaſe his werping. And as they went Barbin 
ſayd vato her: Excedingly am J delighted with the beau⸗ 
tie of this inkant, therrfoze deare ladie foʒget not to affirme 
as pou haut pꝛomiſed. Of that ſhe bave him takenocare;foz 
her care ſhould be, that no fault ſhould iſſue from her but 
carefulneſſe. De highly commended her anſwere, and then 
further lapd: Ladie, diuers diſcourſes haue 3 had with pou, 
and pet haue I not demanded the name of this childe: let it 
not then beoffenfine that J now impoꝛtune it. Sir ( quoth 
the) he is called Meruin, andſo ſhall you name him in yeur 
owne houſe , when you coms to your wile: but woe is nee, a 
mightie ſuſpition thzobbeth in mine heart, left your wife 
ſchould imagine yon haue hegot this childe of mee , and ſo by 
that e TEE I ren ng 
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(ſaid he) abandon that ſuſpitton, andbe dzeadiefle of luch e⸗ 
utll: foz my wife by nature is ſo ſimple, that in an hundꝛed 
yeares, the would not be miſtreſle al ſuch an imagination: 
truſt me, ſhe is noue of thoſe diuelliſh creatures, who ouer- 
loke the foztunes of their huſbands, but only wiſe, inthat 

ſhe wants the depth af ſuch in-ſearching wiſedome. Jn 

fozt, chpping Times wings with the tedioulnelle of tal 
they entered into the faire City of Pontment , in whoſe 
ſtreetes Barbin ſtayed not, till he came to his owne houſe, 

N where he found his wire, who ouer · ioyed with the iox or his 
N ſight,ranneand thꝛew her atmes about his necke, ſaying: 
5 Sweet loue, deare life, all my comfozter, welcome all wel ⸗ 

come: that I ee thes 3 am ſatiſfled: and thy life ſufficeth 

me. Lone (laid he) thanks to Mahomer , J liue, and haue 
happily well inade exchange of my marchandiſezfuz J haue 
bought home ſpices, dꝛugges, and oiles and with them ri⸗ 
cher much than all them, this faire child, and this pong la⸗ 
| die, whoſe birth is renowmed, pet her vertues much moꝛe 
A * magnificent ; therefoze foz my loues ſake, do to het and her 
vertues ſeruice. Sir (ſaid his wife)haue pou indeed bzought 
home this infant: 


3 By Mahomet ſ(ſaid he) J haue, neither wil A differti- 
ble with thee,he is mine owne, begot by me of a yong lady 
of Milan in Lumbardy, who was e an Aire, mal 
in her only triamphed, 15 this thilds bitth the died 
6 dere behold her ſiſter, who hath p01 iled to lde 
9 Wherefo;e ſweet loue and vnely to mpanion ot my bed, 'be 
F: kinde toit, which is the glozy of my kinde, neitherlet them 
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vnto thee : meane ſpace J hold it conuentenfwe ſ&ke foz 
ſome Nurſe fs2 this faire infant. But he tolde her it was 
needlefſe, becauſe that gentle goat ſupplied the place of ſuch 
alouing foſter-mother, All that hee tolde her ſhe beliened, 
Do the Fairie and Meruine remained in the houſe of that 
marchant, and was narſed with the milke of the goate:foz 
ſuch was the pꝛouidente ofthe Greateſt ,who had pzedeſti⸗ 
nated him to conguer a monſter with th;e& deads, named 
Logrus, which was begot by a diuell on the fatty Gratiana: 
which diuell made earneſt petition, that this Logrus ſhould 
neuer die, but by a moꝛtall man, that neuer was noziſhed 
with the milke of a woman : fo2 he thought it impoſſible fo 
bzing vp a chiide without womans milke . But the gentle 
Meruine , whoſe fame is renowmed in the marble firma- 
ment, ſie w him, andcut off his thze heads: as ve ſhal read 
in the end ofthis pꝛeſent hſtoꝛp: till when we will returne 


to our fozmer matter, 
2 25 5 
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CHAP, IIII. 
I. Yerea daughter of the King of Meurmont, fel in loue 
with Meruine, being at ſchoole. 2. Of the loue- 
paine the indured. 3. and other accidents. 


v Ur pꝛeſent hiſtoꝛie, which anciently hath been 
exttaae deut of the Libzaric in the hche mos 
5 V 25 naſtery of Saint Dennis in France, demons 
ülrrateth, that Meruine the ſonne of the wiſe 


» excelling Duke Oger, was ſo rargly * 
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by the goat, and ſo carefully maintained by Barbin and his 
wife, that among al the bꝛeathing ſtarres of beauty within 
the city of Montment, noz amongſt all the excellent faces of 
that countrep, was there found any wozthy to be compared 
to his, much leſſe equall. Being fiue peares olve, Barbin 
p2onided him a graue ſchoſemaſter,exacly furniſhed with 
al theliberall Sciences : vader whom the gentle Meruine 
(to whom Nature was neuer found a ſtepmother) learned 
moze than all the reſt (and there were inany) that were in 
the Schale. All which made Barbin, his wife, and the fai⸗ 
rie Gratiana crceding topfull, Che ſfozie ſaieth , that the 
houſe ofthe ſcholemaſter , vader whom Meruine learned 
15 the ſtudies of D2atozie and Logike tod next to the houſe 
8 ol the mother ol her, who had nurſed the Kings daughter, 
5 who at that time gouerned Pontment, Tarrarie, and Lu⸗ 
terne, who called htmſelfe, Mermont, and his wife Mari- 
na. This king Mermont, had ſent his daughter to a 
v caſtle ealled Lurgon, ſtanding within the citie where a 
* graue lady inftruced her in all the accomplements of ver 
Ks tue: the name of the pꝛinceſſe was Berea , extelling all the 
1 maiden race of that country in beautp, pet her wiſedome e⸗ 
qualling her faireneſſe, but her vertues extelling both. This 
virgine Berea often times went vnto Meruines Schwles 
maſter, to learne the hidden ſecrets of Art(fo2 the was who- 
ly dedicated tophiloſophy)+ cne day (fatall aboue the reſt) 
as Mcruine was befo22 his maſter reco2ding his leſſon, the 
birgine with an affectionate deſire (fo2 Loue at that inſtant 
had armed himſelle to ſurpꝛiſe Perfection, caſt her eies vp⸗ 
on him, whoſe beauty in her cies like the Dunne reflecting 
on a rocke of criſtall redoubledo each feature, and of viatons 
made ſo many infinites, that her deſiregrew moze innume⸗ 
table, and lones wounds in her hart altogether numberies. 


2 At that inffant the xincilþ maid was not abone ten 
5 4 peares 
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yeares old, and Meruine was fully as much: yet was her 
conſtancie, diſcretion and wiſedome ſo agedly graue, and of 
ſo excellent a temper, that albeit continually ſhe ſuffred the 
extreameſt extreame of loues martyꝛdome, as a troubled 
thought, a tozmented heart, a diſtemperd bzaine,and a dy⸗ 
ing ſpirit vet dio ſhe neuer in any loꝛt, either to her father, 
mother,oz molt pꝛiuate companion, by the ſmalleſf ſhavow 
giue teſtimony of her hugeſt tozment : notwithſtanding, 
whenlouelineſedzew her ſelfe from ber ſelfe, only to be as 
lone, then would ſhe ſommon herconceits, and muſter 


whole armies of cogitations, to think confirme, and mains 


taine the beauties of hex Meruine, and fo euerp concluſing 
arcument,ſivoze by Mahomet, he only ſhould be her lene: 


pet Fad the no ſoner decreed that excellent tdgement, but 
when ſhe remembzed him to be the ſon of Barbin the mar · 


chant, then found ſhe contrary motions, auowing faultines 
in her election, Bat loue. who is as reaſonleſſe as he is inffs 
nit dꝛew her from thoſe donbts, and only taught her thug, 
I wil, becauſe J mult. Then was her loue ſuch 4 ſo great, 
that foz the ſpace of tenn? dayes ſhe left the vſe of meate oʒ 


dzinke, and found no eaſe but in the fight of Meruine, ſo in⸗ 
tollerable was herfrenſie,and ſo impatient her dere, deſl⸗ | 
ring Meruine, who all the while had not one thought of ei⸗ 
ther her, oꝛ of her paſſion:only when he perteiued ag | 


regard of him he being fuliof pzincely curtcfie, would hen 


bly ſalute her. All which ſalutations were tozments to in, | 


creaſe her patne and woes that held her wounds moze open! 


foz why, che durſt not diſcouer that. which all her wits could 


hardly couer, no though in it che had beene allured of a ſafe 
recouerie, 


3 Chus remained ſhe the ſpace of ſiue peres : in thend 
whereof came an ambaſſadour to Montment , who aſcen- 


ding the pallate, and entering the hall, wherehe found the 


mighty 
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mightie King Mermont accompanied with his Queene, 
his pꝛincely daughter Berea, and many of his pꝛiuate Ba- 
rons, befoze whome pꝛoſtrate an his knees he fell and ſaid: 
Mahomet the Great, all-holder of our eſtate, ſaue and de- 
fend the mightie Baucamont Bing ot Damas, who by. mee 
wiſheth thee health, and thine owne wiſhes, regreeting thy 
puiſtante with this letter, which J humbly intreat thy ma- 
ieffie to actept. When the redaubted King Mermont 
heard the ſpeech of the embaſſapaur , hee ſtode amazed to 
thinke what buſinelle Baucamont ſhould haue with him: 
but taking the letter, and breaking open the ſcale , he read, 
the tenure thereof, which inſtantly ſent a diſpleaſing (03+, 
row to his heart, becauſe the King of. Damasjnp2own; 
woꝛdes commaunded his daughter. the faixe.Berea.in, mary; 
age. But Mermont calling the meſtauger ſaide;;. By; 
Pahomet , thy maiſter is much ta ſatucy and arrogant to 
| commaund me to giue him my daughter; the which, nat⸗ 
*  withlandingheryovgyeares J ban denne, but. thaf in de- 
8 ſpite he hath ſent ſo meane an emhaſtada foz hir. Wherefoze 
be wel aſcertained, he ſhall neut poſeffe her, though it cel 
me a hund zed thonſand of my choileſt ſubiecs... Js there ae, 
ny coloprable ſhe e in thy maiſler. ta marry my d rc, 
1 when he ſendeth no greater a peere of his countreythen the 
7 ſelfe to den und her: But what he hath done is but an n- 
5 dex of the pꝛide with which hihent furniſhed; ſap ſo ta 
; him, fo2 if thou ſq laiſt it not, e what beſidea elſe I hane ſaid, 
| by Pahomek in deſpite oc tby Bing, 3 will make thy head 
8 pe in taking away thing ears tts dul auditazs Pighte 
5 King, anſwered the meſſenger ( whoſe teare⸗ſhaken heart 
ay made all his body tremble ) be well aſured J will deliver 
2 all that you haue ſpoken , oz what elſe your maieſtie ſhall 
＋ pleaſe to commaund me. Be gone then (quoth the king) 
and bid thy maiſter ſerke him a wife in ſome other climate: 


fo; Berea ſoareth higher then the ſunne hath power to * 
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The firſt patt of 


his eiollaljt. Thus parted the meſlenger, on whom no reſt 
either by night oz dap dared to aduenture till he came befoze 
Baucamont his Lo2d and Soueraigne, to whom he ſaide: 
By Apollo, great king of Dunas and my liege Lo2de, in 
vaine is thy care toentertame laue, when thon haſt loſt 
Berea, whoſe eies onely create joue ; in bziefs, her muſt 
thou neuerentop,fo2 ſo her father hath ſwozne,no2 J in de⸗ 
ſpight of thee mine eares, vnleſſe I tell, ther that ſo he hath 
ſwoꝛne. Poze would not Baucamont envure to heate. but 
all inraged with furp, ſwoze by Mahomer, 2lchcron,and the 
ſhꝛine of Peca', he would eniop Berea , yea though thee 
wers the ſole paramoz to Iupiter, 02 garded with an Hertu⸗ 
lean army: all which to perfozme, hee inſtantip ſent fazth 
ſommons to muſter all his people, and fo commaund al! 
bis tributaries to ſerne him], pꝛoteſting with fozce ofarmes 
to nds that ioy which by foꝛte of woꝛds he could not enioy, 
But only ta deſten are the decrees olqheauen knowen , fo; 
he crred in his conceits,ſith into the wozld was boꝛne a crea» 
ture excellent enough to defend Berea, I meanerarely ac- 
tompliſhed Meruine the ſonne of Oger, ſuppoſed the ſonne 
of Barbin, who at that inſtant was growne mighty in boy 
dy, moze in minde , molt in beauty. Barbin who tende+ 
red him exceedingly}, ſhewed him the trade of marchandiſe, 
and how to exchanges fo2 the greateſt p2ofite: but the bent of 
his mind was contrary to that conrſe, foz his minde who!ly 
was addicted to ride hoꝛſes, toſſe pikes plant battels and 
other feates of famous chiualrie, to which a while 
We will leauchim, and will ſpeake of 
the king Mermont. 
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CHAP. V. 


3 Mermont the king proclaimeth a great Tuſt for triall 
of his Knights. 2 Meruue doth great wonders. 


Fe) Henthe King of Damas Embaſſadour wag 
| 3 $US W departed, þ mighty King Mermont( nat with⸗ 
207 out canle ) fearing that Baucamont would 
1 0 & make warre vpon him, pꝛoclaimeda ſolemne 
coyurneament to be held within the citie of 
Montment, foztriall of all his knights, whither afembled 
an innumerable compaay of kings, pꝛinces, barons, and 
knights, all ſubtects vato him; amongeſt the reſt came'a 
wealthy Pzince named Clariſſa much moꝛe beholden to Foz · 
tune fo2 his riches, then to atine foz bis valure:fo2 though 
he was not reputeda coward, yet thoſe which knew him 
knew he durſt not fight. This Clariſla los get in the houſe 
of Barbin, And when the firſt day of tximmphes came, which 
by decree were to continue thze dayes, and a maſſie cuppe 
of golde p2opoſed fo2 a p2ize to the Tiict92 , euer one armed 
hunſelfe and Clariſſa alſo armed himſelfe outwardly moze 
rich then any, though inwardly his heart was tattered with 
atrnffleſſereſolution. When Meruine beheldhimarmed, 
he hambly intreated the Pagan that he might attend his 
perſon to the Tit ard. Clariſſa when de beheld thzongh 


the reflexion ofthe pong mans beuty an vnmatchable ſplen⸗ 


doz of concealed valure, he exchanged his leare to — 
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audatitie and condeltended to his intreaty, deftring the 
yortththat if he ſawe (as doubtleſle he ſhould ) any colde 
fireames of fountaines engirdle his temple, that he would 
ke with the fire ok his infant vertue to dzie vp thoſe vndo- 
ing ourerflowes , Mcrnine cozagtouflybave him fake tou⸗ 
rage, foʒ there was no doubt of hard nreaſure, onelp (ſaive 
he) it is conuenient that J haue a hozſe to runne after pou, 
by which 3 may ſuſtaine pou in the greateſt danger: ſweete 
are thy wozds and reaſonable (anſwered Clariſſa) and fozths 
with commaunded, and ahozſe was delinered fo Meruine, 
on which hee mounted and attended Clariſla, ot whome 
ſputres were not ſpared till he came to the tilt ars. When 
the Lady virgin Berea , who was entironed with her mo- 
ther and the other Ladies beheld the gallant pong Meruine 
enter into the liſtes , her heart daunced in her criſtall boy 
ſome as it not there, but in him was her onely paraviſe. 
Mo alas ſhe loued him dearely , who neglected her wholly, 
and often whiſpered fo her ſoule, fo Mahomet would, J 
would Meruine, to whom onely J am a pꝛiſoner, whoſe 
beautie onely hath ſurpziſed mine affection , were the forme 
of ſome pagan potentate , then would I follow him, then 
would J be his handmaide then would J ſeruehim, then 
would J go with him; bat if hee would eſponſe me; O my 
ſoule ' how happy were my loue in fuch a happy requitall, 
other then himſeife no goddeſſe would with foz : fo2 pouerty 
with him is richer then the pallace of the greateſt Empero; 
in Turkie, Thus would The excellent Berca often diſpute 
with her ſelfe, imagining Meruine Mill the ſonne af Bar- 
bin the marchant. Anone the tourney beganne, where 
ſtaues flew in the atre like dnff, and duſt like ſmoakteftaries 
thzeatned the element; at lengfh a pagan fierce and ſerong 
ranne with his launte in his reft agamiſt Clariſſu, to whom 
he gaus ſuth an vnkind blow, that had not yong Meruine 
bin, he had t umuled to the ground: but the pʒincely youthes 
dertue 


the hiſtorie of Meruine. 


vertne ſuſtained him, pet ſo heauy was the inconnter,that 
Clariſſa as much o2 moze ſcared than wounded, returned to 
his lodging, where being diſarmed, hee lated that heanie 
complaint on Foꝛtune which inſtly ſhould haue bin intitu⸗ 
led fo his owne weaknes. Meruine ſeeing him diſarmed, 
his heart tickled , and his blood fisred with an emulation of 
honour , which ſet an inſatiafe longingon bis thoughts to 
giue ſome blowes and to pꝛoue his bodies: wherefozehee 
fell vppon his kners to Clariſſa and faide, J beſech you 
faire p2ince, faz the honoz of Þahomet beſtow onr armes 
bpon me to the end 4 may goe to th 90 and ap⸗ 
p2oue my Arength. And here do J folemnely p2otelt, that 
if J can incounter him whoſe pꝛoud arme hath dained you 
this indignitie, to do mine vttermoſt indeuour, to humble 
him as low oꝛ lower then the earth. After Clariſſa with a⸗ 
ſtonichment had heard the yongp2incrs defire, he willingly 
acco2ded to his with: pet ſo,that Meruine ſhould not accuſe 
him: but when the Juſts were ended, if Foztune made 
him conquerour , he ſhould leaue the honour , not to him- 
ſelfe, but to Clariſſa . Meruine to all moſt willingly a⸗ 
greed, ſaying further: Bel&ue mie „J will vo my 
beſt to gatne the wealthy cup ofthe ing , which alſo you 
ſhall haue foz mp deſire is * honour. at this 
Clariſſa commaunded his chamberlaine to arme Meruine 
with his olvne atmes, which hee (> ſecretly did, that the 
ſquiers of Clariſſa knew it not. When he was armed , 
thep bzonght him a mot puiſſant and ficrceconrſer ,. on 
which he mounted, and ſo departed , attended on by many 
ſquiers , who fully imagined him to be their Lozd Cla- 
riſa , who flept in his chamber like a dzomevary with his 
cowardiſe. Meruine , whoſe ſpurres were Yoneur , and 
Defire, rode ſo ſpeedily that in the end he en ted the liſts, 
1 her meant to winne oz conquere his foz- 
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The firſt part of 


2 Jntheendcharging his launce, he ran like a whirle- 
wind agatalt him who had hurt Clariſſa: to whom he gaue 
a tequital blow, with ſuch puiCance , that he caſt hozſe and 
mantothe ground, ſo factouſly , as foz fifteene dapes after 
he lay without motion. Then another Pagan of his con⸗ 
ſozt , turned towardes Meruine , on whom he bzake his 
taunce : but Meruine, who toke plcaſuretn that martial 
excerciſe , behaued himſelfe with ſuch vertue, that with the 
trunchion which remained in his hand, hee gane him ſuch a 
counterbutffe , that bzeaking his heart in his boſome , the 
Pagan dien inſtantly in the place. What ſhall J nede to 
make a tedious diſcourſe of a haſtis cor:flict ? In bziefe , 
Meruine ſo couragiouſlp behaned himſelfe, that ere his 
thoughts could bes capable ofreff , with his bzoken launce 
he thzeww tenne to the ground, of which not one encrroſe as 
gaine , to the wondzous amazement of all the beholders. 
Then began thecrieofthe multitude, toexalt him, thinking 

it had bin Clariſſa, euery one exclauming aloude , Clariſſa of 
Afﬀcrike is he who ought onely to be eſteemed . At this excla⸗ 
mation,a Pagan.on whoſe helme all the day befoze Bonour 
ſate twining her golden trefſeg now enuious that Clariſla 
had courted his miſfreſſe , ſwoze by Mahomet , he ſhould 
neuer enioy her fauour : and fozthwith pꝛicked towardeg 
Meruine, who had newly recouered alaunce from one of 
his ſq uires, and turning highozſe, either incountred other 
with ſuch a violent incounter, that their ſtaues flying into 
ſmall pieces, ſlxaue which picce ſhould fir ſt lie into heauen 
to repozt neuer likeſeene vigour. But foz all the Pagans 
fo:ce, it was tmpoſſible to moue Mcruine in his ſaddle, 
who ſate like a tower againſt a tempeſt, oz a rocke againſt 
the rage of the ſeas farie . But Mcruins aſſault cf acleane 


contrary nature, lift. the Pagan vppe into the aire with his 
launce , and thencslet him fall with ſuch violence, that he 
bzake his right arme: and yet Meruine bzake nothis ſtaffe, 

.-— 


— 
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but with the ſame onerthzew fonre moꝛe dead to the ground. 

At this began a greater crie amongſt the knighte, then ves 

foze, ſaping : Clariſſa of Aﬀerike is onely invincible, and 
Conqueſt herſelfetsto him a handmaid. Then the king caus 

ſed a retreat, and the triumphes to ceaſe, foz ſo a king intre⸗ 
p fed: andeuery one departed to his panilion , and Meruine 
to his fathers houſe, with the ſquires of Clariſſa: in whom 

top ſhewed the exceedingneſſe oftoy, becauſe their lozd had 
gained the honour of the day. But Meruine made great 

hafte to come to thechamber, which he aſcended mall ſecret 

8 maner fo he tad an exce ding great care that ar bin ſhould 
not know any thing. When he was come there Clariſla 
1 lay ſolely accompanied with the chamberlaine , who befoze 
had delivered to Clariſſa all what Meruine had dons, he 
tone him kindely about the necke, and killing him, ſapde: 
te Mine honours crowne,and my lines garland , liue cuer in 
1 this circle of mine armes, as thou ſhalt euer be in the com ⸗ 
= paſſe of my heart; foz by thee am J reno wmed in the court 
of king Mermont, and exalted foz molt valiant thozow the 
Pagan pzoutinces. Þany other ſpeches he v'ed ofkindnes, 
all which Meruine either excuſed oz requited. To ſtand 
longer on accomplentents, were fedious, and tediouſacſe 
wearineſſe ; therefoze in a woꝛd, all the honour of the thze 
dayes triumphes, and the cup of golbe, the rewardof the vi- 
«oz, were by the valour of Meruine, giuen to Clariſſa, as 
= molt wiſe, 4 molt valiant, and be was receined by the king 
q Mermont, to beare in battell, if any aſſailed him, the ma 
ſtersbannerof Mahomet. So had vnknowen reſolnition ex- 
alted well knowen cowardiſe: and though Meruine, in no⸗ 
thing was moze care full then in ſecret ka ping this ſecret, 
pet the moſt ercellent virgin Berca afterwards attained the 
knowledge thereof by Clariſſas chamberlaine , which alter 
ſerued Meruine, who as you haue heard, kmahtly beganne, 
and againſt Baucmonr continued with greater marueileg: 
foʒ 
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foz he reconered king Mermont from his enemies. But let 
vs leaue thoſe high ad ions, till they fall moe fitlp foʒ our 
hiſtoꝛie, and let vs a little ſpeake of Barbin, who ſent Mer- 
uine totraff.que with another marchant,zamed Iacob and 
with Tyrus his ſoune , to whom he gaue great meanes foz 
trade, and foure thouſand poundes, which he ought another 
marchant in exchange of wares he had befoze bought. Ahr 
Iacob and the othcr marchant knewe Meruine ſhould gos 
with them, they were vnwontedlp reiopced ( foz hes was 
dearely beloued of all men) and ſapd, if Mahomer would 
but grant them ſale conduct, they doubted not, but now to 
attains the full perfectionof wealth. Then they departed, 
Meruine, his brother Tyrus , and the god marchant 1a- 
cob, to whom Barbin committed his childzen: foz hs had a- 
uowed to them his beſt endeuours: and at length came to 
the poꝛt, where being imbarkt, they found the windes ſo as 
arceable to their courſe, that in ſhozt ſpace , they all arrined 
at the pozt of Brandis, and went to lodge at the ũgne of the 
Varts hozne, where Iacob was accuſtomed to inne: and 
found the hoſteſſe ſitting ſadde and alone at the deze, wham 
Iacob ſaluted, and inquired if he might there be lodged, 
The hoſteſſe, whoſe name was Minea, anſwered:pou may, 
and then ſighed: fo2 great was the inward trouble of her 
heart. Then the tables being touered they ſate downe : and 


ths holteſſe with regardfull eyes beheld Meruine, rarely. 


ſurpzifed with the incomparable beautie, and wondzous 
furniſht lineaments of his boky , which ſhe beheld 
in him. But leaus we them with their 
accates , and let bs ſpeake of an- 
other matter, 
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CHAP. VI. 


1 The great treaſon of Prohars agaiuſt Baſins ſiſter to 
Minta. the great danger of Baſma. 


lnca the Ladie of the houſe where Iacob, 
7/YAPA Mertuine, his bzother Tirus, and the other 
| marchants {ay , had a ſiſter named Baſina, 
whoſe comely features + well graced fauoꝛ. 
had not without deſert purchaſed hir the ti⸗ 
tle of a Faire creature:beſids,to thoſe beau⸗ 
ties was wed ſo much wiſedom, diſcretion and modelt go- 
nernement, that one without erroz might well commend 
her foz moſt perfect. This Baſina had to huſband a pagan, 
paſſing wiſe in their Lawe, and very expert in the Att of 
Hoꝛſmanſhip: who altogither frequentedthe warres, tour⸗ 
neis, and ſcholes ef chtualry : his name was Croiſant, and 
hetmbzaced as the onely ictuell of his life, one onely friend 
Brohars, whom he loued exceedingly, becauſe he imagined 
the other loued him as vehemently, which in troth was but 
falſhod and diſſimulation. Foz Brohars became moztally 
inamozed with Balina, the wife of Croiſant , inſomuch as 


he made a vow to his owne ſeule, that vnlefſe De ſtinp it 
ſelfe pꝛeuented him, he would that fo2bidden fruit, which 
Nature, and the cuſtome of diuine Lawes moſt vehement⸗ 
lyp2ohibiteth. To furtber which itreligious Dath, a day 
happened wherein Croiſant went from his honſe in the 
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citie Monteſteur , foa certaine tower himſelfe had newlp 
ercded, andthe traiterous Brohars taking aduantage of 
his abſence, entred his houſt where he found the Lady Ba- 
ina, who teceiued him kindly , becauſe ſhe ſhewed her buſ- 
band loued him dearely, and ſetting his luſft-inflamed ſelfe 
cloſe by her, as then accompanied with vertuous tmaginas 
tions, he with witty (ik witty may be imputed to an act ſo 
vn witty) and violent arguments, lated open the monſtrous 
deſire of his vncontrelied will ; which when the Lady vn⸗ 
derſlod a ſothin the meaning ol ſo bad a meaning, ſte ans 
ſwered him, it was againſt the lawes of hoſpitalitie to offer 
ſo hard amends foz ſo great a merit his ſpeches being as vn⸗ 
fit, and his deſires ſrantike: and fo2 her owne part, rather 
would ſhe be dilmembꝛed piece - meale, then think that her 
thoughts ſhould thinke of any but her huſband . Where- 
foze, in concluſion the told hun, if euer againe his lips gaue 
lcaue to his tongue to tell her thz like vitlame , ſhe would 
giue notice vnto her huſband, who trenceto:th theuld note 
him foz moſt inhomane. Mhileſt they were thus diſcour - 
ſing, ſtod by them one of the gentlewomen of the Lady cal⸗ 
led Y {ca,who not ſa ming to regard their parige, wel viiters 
ffod and heard all they had vitered , as well his monſtrous 
aſſault, as her modeſt deflance, all which was to her a no- 
table ſafegard, as herzafter ſhall appeare . Ahen Brohars 
had recetued this cold comfoꝛt to his accui ſed deſire, hee left 
the Lady mightily perplexed in heart, aud ſwart by Maho- 
met, to bzingto rutne both her renowine and vertue. As 
the traitoꝛ went, he ſommoned all the damned pariiament 
of his ſenſes together, to bethinke ſome notable treaſon a- 
gainſt her, whileſt the god Lady innocent of all cuill,wept 
to ihunke that men ſhould be ſo wicked. | 


The ffozy repoꝛts that this Brohars had a ſeruant na- 


med Briſon, whom one day when Croiſant was at Monte 


ſteur, 


27 
the hiſtorie of Meruine. 
ſteur, ha called vnto him, and ſapde: Briſon , come hither, 
long haue J nouritht thee, better then a ſeruant, and doe lone 
thee as deare as my ſonne: tell mee, to wozke reuenge or 
my greateſt enemie, wouldeſt thou not aduenture one foꝛ⸗ 
tune ? ſup yea: Briſon ſapd yea .and J will heape ſo nuch 
freaſure to thy ftoze, that Turkic ſhall not boaſt ot oue 
mo2e wealthie. Dir ( quoth Briſon ) J will perfozme all 
your will, let your will, will what it will: therefozefpeake, 
fo2 there refleth nothing but that you commaund me. Wlell 
doeth thine anſwere pleaſe me (replied Brohars!) then this 
it is, Baſina the wife of my companion Croiſant hath done 
mee that miutie, which poiſeth mine heart downe fo death 
with ſozrow : neither ſhall my ſoule takereft, till reuenge 


rocke ine aſlæ pe. The mcane q haue thus deuiſed: thou in 
the cuening (half noe to Monteſteur, and in thechamber of 


Croiſant, i polliblie, with all ſecretie hide thy ſelfe till mid⸗ 


night;at what time will undoubtedlip call vpon him. who 
not foʒ a wol will faile my will: then ſo ſone as he is 
illued out, thou like ſtealung Sal macis ſhalt lap the downe 
in his pia e, with all the filent ſecreſie thou canſt deniſe, to 
the end that the falſe Ba(ina, whole hate to me is now in⸗ 
finite,may without ſuſpea ſuffer the. Long ſhalt thou not 
there remaine, but Croiſant and J will returne:to whom 
I will tell, that of a long time his wife hath lined diſlopall 
with thee, with many other arguments ok herinchaſkitte, 


Thus did he ſet ebzoach his treaſons to Briſon, who ac⸗ 
co2ded in euerp point to his maſters villanie and foz execu⸗ 
tion thereof they parted and went to Monteſteur, where 
Brohars found Croiſant, ho did entertaine him as kindly 
as he loued him dearely: and in Tiſcourſe they waſted the 
day till night with y2on ſcepter arreſted allcreatines to reſt: 
at what time Brohars toke leaue of Croiſant, and tolde 
him, that very earcip in the . he was to vſe FG p2e- 
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ſence in an vꝛgent affaire : to which Croiſant ſaid, he was 
euer ready to perſozme the office of a friend and his will. 
Thus the falſe thinking traitour departed and left L riſon. 
Croiſant and his wife, who when the houre of bed-time 
came, betoke them to their reſt, thinking ol nothing leſſs 
than that which they neuer knew, to wit, euill. Baſina at 
that inſtant was great with childe of a ſonne, who in after 
time haghip exalted the Chꝛiſlian faith. Briſon, in whom 
treaſon had taken rot, and now beganne to bloſfome, accozs 
ding to his maſters directions , was ſo cloſe hid in the in⸗ 
nocents chamber, that the cunningeſt ſearching eie could 
neuer perceiue him: euery minute pꝛoteſting to himſelfe to 
accomplich the treaſon,fo2 which he aduentured. Anon, the 
night, as halle aſhamed to beholde ſuch intoller able ſhame, 
whippt ber miſty waggon with ſuch haſte thoꝛow the hea- 
uens, that in the eies of all creatures ſhe had loft hir pzehe- 
minence, and pet had day in the (kite no pzeregatine : ſo as 
of waking eies it was thencalledtwy-ltzht. In this fatall 
houre aroſe Brohars , and comming to the pallace of Croi- 
ſant, ſent a ſquire to tell bin he ſtayed foz him: at which 
firſt ſommons, by the help ofthe ſame ſquire, Croiſant at⸗ 
tired himſelfe, and ſo departed without diſturbing Balina, 
who as then ſlept ſeundlp, foz her tnnocency kept hicfrom 
care-taking. Scarcelp was the awd Croiſant without the 
limits of the Chamber, but Briſon the varlet of Brohars, 
p:ofaning ſo holp a receptacle, entred into the bed, and lap 
by Baſina. By this was Croiſant and his falſe fairs-ſ&m- 
ing friend mounted vpon their hozſes; and gotten without! 
the walls of the city, when Brohars thus began to diſcourſe: *\ 
Long time is it fince (my d#reft ſecond ſelfe) I made ths 
diſlopalty of thy wife apparant to thy weake vnretaining 
eares, pet armed with flinty dulneſle thou haſt denied thy 
heart leaue to belieue me: and now therefoze , ifthou wilt 
p:oue,by that pzote a moze auailing Dzatour. And foz the 

inſeparable 


"mp [ 
the hiſtorie of Meruine 


inſeparable loue and holie marriage rites of our long :ons 
iopned friendſhip , J will aduiſe thee , like him that is the 
pureſt part of my being. Yeſterday when the declining of 
the Sunne made the day deny to be day, as ik glozy were 
gained in being adopted theenening, Briſon myſeruant 
xepozted to me, that he had enioged the excellencies of thy - 
excellent wife, this two peres and better: which ſhamefull 
repozt of a villaine, ſo galled me, that dzawing my rapter 
the trattour bardly with life elcaped: yet ſeeing him by flight 
repꝛiued, J thought it in ſome meaſure my duetie , to let 
the know ſo high a ſcandall, both that thou mighteſt re⸗ 
uenge and regard it. and vy Mahomet he repo2ted further, 
that the falſe woman concealedhim many nights in apzeſſe, 
in thy withdzawing chamber, where the ſtrength of my 
imagination makes me belæue he is at this pꝛeſent which 
if thou wilt appꝛoue, and we finde true, by lupiter he dies, 
had he the liues often thouſaad. Hard it is to lap, whether 
at this diſcourſe Jclenfie 02 Soʒrowe toke fitſt holde on the 
heart of Croiſant, yet both ſo extiedingly tozmented him, 
that ledde by the furie of his paſſion, hee and Brohars 
leauing their ſquires behinde them, returned backe to his 
houſe, where entring ſecretly at a poſterne gate, they light- 
ed a toꝛch and mounting into his bed chamber found Briſon 
layd by Baſina whome enuious ſleepe charmed againſt this 
miſerable aduenture . Brohars at the firſt ſight vzew his 
rapier, and ſlew Briſon in the bedde, ere almoſt any eie 
would haue tudged hee had ſeene him inthe bedde (a tuft 
reward fo2 ſo vniuſt treachetie.) Then ſayd Brohars , 


- (deare ſelfe) hom ſozie am J foz thy ſhame?by Mahoniet, 


the wdgement of barning beareth in it to much lenitie; and 
by Iupiter, were ſhe my Gftcr, I wguldholre u treaſon a- 
gainſt the gods , if J excuſed her from being an inſtant 
ſacrifice. Ha Croiſant, Croiſant, Let her be burned, let het 
be burned. 
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2 At theſe wo2des, the no ill-thinking Baſina awaked, 
and with an amazed ſhamefaſtneſſe, ſwetly bluſhed to ſ& 
ber huſband and Brohars ſo nerte her bed: but when ſhe ſaw 
the ſhertes not lull ſo white as her cheekes exceede them in 
bluſhing and percelnes them all ſtained with a warme goas 
rie liuoꝛie , then ſhee (cricked out aloud, and aſked , what 
meant that pꝛodigious token of tragedies © Ah ſtrumpet, 
falſe bzeaker of wedlocke and wozſe then both, (anſwered 
Croiſant ) burnt ſhalt thou bee fo the ſinne wherein this 
night x haue found thee : and then d2awing his rapier, hee 
dꝛem the innocent lidie bythe haites, who dead-Claine with 
amaznicnt , lay at his feete.ZUhileft, Brohars ſever damned 
fo2 this action) thus pꝛoudly inſulted ouer her: Baſina 
(quoth be) many times haue J tolde thee J would manifeſt 
thy ſinne pet wouldeſt thou not defift to finne,but enermoze 
increaſc thy ſinne with Briſon my ſeruant, whom this night 
J haue flaine in tbp bed, amidſt the paratſſe of his tmbzaces, 
CTraitour, ſayd thelady ( awakened with theſe wozds, ag 
wit ha cracke of thunder falflp thou licſt . Deare lone and 
lozd, all tearet then my ſoule, mp Croiſant, vouchſafe to 
he are me. O foz pittie couer thy ſhining weapon, and let my 
words haue thozow thine eares à gentle paſſage . Neuer 
haue I in my thought beene guiltie oft hat execrable treaſon 
which he vniuſtiy v2geth,no2 would J be, were J toꝛmented 
with wozſe then fiers fo2ture. All this my falſe imagined 
ſhane, vilde {ratfonr, thou haſt bene authour of, becauſe 3 
haue negiccnedthineowne monſtrous deſires, which ( by hea- 
nen ) deare haſband,he hath moze then this whole peere pꝛo⸗ 
ſecuted . Falſer then falſhod (ſapd Croiſant) to apparant 
is thineculil; and then ſhaking his ſwo2d ouer her, like the 
wing ofa haggard faulcon ouer a ſutpꝛiſe d doue he dzew her 
from her bed, and had there ſcucred her guiltleſſe head from 
her as guiltleſſe bedie, had not Iſea her gentlewoman come 
fozih , who ſceing her lozd tyzanniſing our her poze inno⸗ 

cent 


— —— 
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cent Lady cried ſo loud , that many barons which belonged 

to Croiſant, came fozth , and repꝛiued the Lady from the 
hands of their then tecruell lozd, ſaying : Alas my loꝛd, 
what will you doe againſt pour excellent wife, whoſe ver- 

g tuous wiſedome and wile virtue, is to women an cxample, 
and to men a tuff adnuration? Lo27s, ſaid he, her ill is bes 
5 pond the bounds of ill, and moze than the dear of ilneſſe, 
. It is pꝛoued , it is pꝛoued : and then he repeated all that 
Brohars had repozted, and himſelfe ſæne. Loꝛds, ſai2 the 
Lady, by Mahomet, oz what other god ſocuer takes true 
patronage of our ſoule , my inward thoughts are innocent 
of this accuſation, Mith that 1{ca, who(as ve haue read) 
heard all what had befoze paſſed betweene Brohars and the 
lady, both his beffiall aſſault, and her diuine tepulſe, ſaid ; 
By lupiter, the god andpatron of our country, my lady in 
thought and ded is altogether giltleſle: and this treaſon, 
falſe Brohars, is the inuention of thy bzaine, becauſe ſhe 
hath euer lothed thee and thy deteſtable deſires. When the 
lozds heard [ſeas conſfant affirmation , they chid their lozd 
foʒ to rachlp following his owne will: and bade him liſten 
to Iſca, who pꝛoteſted the ladies moll pure pure innocencie, 
auerring withall , the appeale ſhe made againſt Brohars. 
Wheceupon they told him, it was conuenient to v'e adui⸗ 
ſed meanes in ſo great an action ; which was , that if Bro- 
hars would accuſe the ladie of ſuch dcteſfable ilnes and ap⸗ 
pꝛoue it againſt ſome knight ia equall com bate, that then 
the lady ſhould haue reſpite to finde out a champion to de- 
fend her henour. By Alcheron ſaid Brohars ) which cons 
taineth the law of theholy Mahomet, J conſent . And 4 
(cried out the lady foz purencſſe is my Sancuarie. Then 
was Croiſant appea ed, who cauſed his wife to be impꝛiſo⸗ 
ned in a trongtower, giuing hir one whole pete fo2 queſt of 
her defender: but in all that time ſhe could not find anie 
knight, who dared incounter Brohars: foʒ he was valiant, 
T 4 fierce, 
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fierce,and couragious,and ſo excellent a man at armes,that 
the woꝛld knew not a better, had not the ſhamefulnes of his 
treſon poiſned the vertne of his pzowefe. When Meruine, 
Iacob, and thother marchantscame to lodge with Minea, 
there wanted but thꝛe dayes of making the yeare accom- 
pliſhed : ſg that poze Minca became her owne tozmentoz, 
becauſe her ſiſter Baſina in all that ſpace had not found one 
that durſt vndertake her quarrell : pet it hapned ta ſupper 
time, that Iacob troubled to ſee hex ſoꝛtow, deſired one to 
moue hir to come to him thinking that meats mirth would 
expell mindes melancholie: and ſhe moze to ſatiſfie him, 
than to pleaſe her ſelſe came, and ſet herſelfe next to Mer. 
uine. Then they demanded the cauſe of her griefe:to whom 
ſhe repoꝛted all the treaſon of Brohars, and how hir inno⸗ 
cent ſiſter within the ſpare of theer dayes ſhould be barred, 
if ſome diuine power vouchſafedhernot a knight to defend 
her. And when M inca had repozted this, ſhe ſighed with 
ſuch cxtreame ardencie, that all the company were moned 
withan ertrao2dinanie pitie. 


Fons 
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CHAP. VII. 

1 eAMeruine\promiſeth Mme to fight the combate for 
her ſiſter. 2 of his great dangers in Brandis. 3 how 
he behaued himſelte. 4 how Minea delivered him 

from death or impriſonment. 
hen Meruin therenowned iſſneof Oger had 
heard the Ladies diſcourſe , who had 10 fiel⸗ 
ing termes deliuerd the danger wherein her 
= 5 ſiſter ſtod, Yonour that in his firſt W 
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was married to his ſoule, could no longer be held within the 
limits of Dbliuton , but as twere chidden by vertue fo his 
fozmer ſilence , bzake from his hony-bzeathing tongue, and 
ſwoze to the Lady by Pahomet wham he ado2ed, he would 
be the defer:der of her ſiſter , and make treaſonin the death 
of Brohars moze than moſt valy : andthenrowſing hun- 
ſelfeltke a pꝛintely lion at the Suns appꝛaaching, he exalted 
his voice that all the company might vnderſtand him: Lady 


(dais Meruine) foz Pahametsloue , who is aur countries 


p2otectour, deere thy heauenly eyes, that they may no maze 
diſtaine the dinine countenance , fozthon haſt found out a 
champion which delighteth to ſubdue treaſon , and will be 
pꝛo d to publiſh to the wo2ld thy ſiſters not offending : the 
feare of his kame, which in others ingendzeth feare with 
towardiſe, on me begetteth an inuincible courage, ſo that A 
will either cleare hir reputation, 02 end the kalends of my 
life in enterpꝛiſing her delivery, When Minca heard him, 
the tnbzaced him in hir armes, andſaid, diuinebloome of 
ſome excellent ſtocke, thou from whom youth hath enely a 
gloztous title, fince firſt A beheldth& , 1 didadiudge thee 
ofan le courage : bleſſed be therefoze that bleſſed 
one which begot ther, and bleed be the wombe which boze 
the, go on faire youth, Juſtice ſhalbe thy warrant and Jn- 
nocency thy pzotectoz , When Tirus conſidered the pꝛamiſe 
of Mcruine, he grew ſad and ſaid : Alas faire bzother, what 
wil you enterpꝛiſe: what, wil you take in hand nothing but 
pour sone ouerthꝛow, and the loſſe of our fathers bufines 
which againſt the houre cannot by vou be pertuꝛmieo? Bꝛo⸗ 
ther (ſaid Meruine) doubt not but our fathers buſines Wall 
be effected, and by Mahomet (which aſtoniſheth the wozlo 
with thunder) J will not foz all the wealth in Monemenr, 
J wil not fozbeare to (ucco2 a diftrefſed Lady, the rather foz 
the toue of thts Lady to whom we ate all be gelben. Atthis 


they al beholding in him nee angry to be can⸗ 
fradicted, 


—_—_— — 


| 
| 


* 


1 
© w : - - 
" — 33 

* 5 — 

— %E n 
- . # ww # = 


* 
—— I "ol 
IR 
[ [TE LEE „„ k —£ 
UT Tr rr . 


; . 
JL \ 
= © y 


WAL LEW A WA 
WE IE XI 


WIE. 


9 
— 


* SE EASE ONES 
r 
5288 
‚•· P r ũ:v DTYVYYTYY DS WVD—_U— OY YT EY 


WC 
PTL EEEFEEFEETEEEECELELELEE. 


— 


Ito (bf 


NA 


Y 


- - — # _ - F 
8 — \ 
Ls of r 
ol Pp ” D — 


* 


ern * 1 

r 
Nn 
CEL EE EE EEE 6666666666666 


WI 
2 


. X N 
= = = 


* * 
M$ > 


VEL 
= 
> p 


— 


\ 


The firlt part of 


tradided, left off further argning till the next mozning. Mi - 
nea,thzough exte ding toy that ſhe had found a champion fo2 
her ſiſter, would not ſaffer her eies to cloſe with ſlerpe all 
that night, but riſing early in the mozning, gathered toge⸗ 
ther 200 Turks toconduct Mcrnin to Monteſteur z who 
ſone by day had awaked Iacob, x the reſt, ſaying, my deare 
friends and conſoꝛts, be not weartſome to your ſelues in at ; 
tending my back · returne, neither be diſpleaſed with what A 
vndertake, but frolike andtriumph:foz why J will diſcharge 
the charges of you all:ifby my want you be a little hinderd, 
let pacience mittigate your anger, and whatſdeuer J gaine, 
J will willingly gine amongſt you. Aith that came Minea 
into the chamber to bid them god mozrow, to whom Mer- 
uine (aid, Lady, ouide me of god armes, and an excellent 
hoꝛſe, and let want of coin be no decay tomy foztune, hold, 
there is toze , diſburſe x ſpare not. When Tirus perteiued 
him, his colour changed, & he grew pale ſaying, what meane , 
pou bzother , ſo vaneceCſſarily to ſpend 4 imploy our fathers 
money which he hath giuen vs to pay to the marchant, to 
whom he oweth it. Bzother(ſaid Meruine)regardnot ſiluer 
and gold moze then earth, the loue wherofmaketh the minds 
of men wozſe then the woꝛſt ofearthineſſe: better lone J to 
be well armed and bꝛauely monnted, then here and there fo 
conſame vertue by exchanging marchandiſe, Thus ſpake the 
bonozable minded Meruine, whom from his infancie nature 
taught to reſemble the famous Duke his father. Extellently 
excellent young man (ſaid Minca) kcepe thy treaſure, fo2 in 
mine owne coffers do J harboz ſuch toze,as ſhall maintaine 
thee an hundꝛed knights to be thine attendants: as fo2 armes 
and hozſe, be careleſſe, they long ſince haue bene reavily pꝛo⸗ 
nided: fo2 thepzincely Earleof Brandis to wh my huſband 
(whom he exceedingly loued) during his life was chamber - 
laine, hath giuen me the couragious hazſe Morbon, on him 
ſhalt thou mount, a ſeat wozthy the wozthieſt knight Gs 
| a wozlp 
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woꝛld tortaineth: Zhen would Jacob, Tyrus and the other 
marchants.necds mount on ho2ſebacke to condi Meruine 
on his way: but he deliring a little reſpit, ſaid, befoze I de- 
part J will appꝛoue my armes, my hozſe,4 my body againſt 
ſomeot her knight, becauſeon mp life relies not my (elfe but 
anolhers foztune. Friend ( ſatda Pagan that h3d followed 
thoſe which had bzougyt his hozſe and arniour ) arme your 
ſelfe , foz J willarme my ſelfe and charge pou : pon honour 
me (ſaid he) 4 then Meruine buckled his goꝛget, caſt on his 
curats lockt his pouldꝛons, put on his caſke, and armed him 
felfe at all points, then demanded he a ſwoꝛd, which was de⸗ 
liuered him but he re kuſed it ſoꝛ being much to light: wher⸗ 
uon Minea went into her chamber, fiõ which ſhe bꝛought 
a ſwoꝛd, bigge, ſtrong, and maſſie: this ſwozd ſometimes 
had bene the wozdof Ring Brandifer a Pagan, whom the 
renoumed knight Valentine, Nephew to king Pepin flew 
befoze Angoria, Minca pzefented this ſwozd to Meruine, 
who dzew it. and beholding the beautious baightnefle ſaid. D 
excelient engine, woꝛt hy an inuintible ſpirit, adde to me as 
much foꝛtune as 3 will lend thee foꝛte, and both of vs will 
in the tongues of men be immoztall. How falſe traytoz Bro- 
hars, be as wiſe in defending thy ſelie, as thou art willul in 
offending others, elſe ſhall thy life waſt with thy flander:fo2 
Meruine is armed as himſelfe deſireth. At that, without the 
aide of his ſtirrope he maunted on the backeof Morbon,and 
demaunded a lannce , which ſo ſone as he had receiued, he 
put him with a pꝛincely maie ſtie fozward , paſſing a ſwift, 
ffrong, and roundcartere, with ſuch derteritie and nimble⸗ 
neſſe as bꝛed wonder, andcommendat ion in al the beholders, 
chiefely in the Earle of Brandis, that bchelving him from 
his pallace, ſaid to his I5arons, behold a noble and victozi⸗ 
ons warriour, wozthte to be adozned with a kings diademe, 
his hand is an oznament fo2 a lance, and his perſon a re- 
ceptacle foz all vertues: with that came the Pagan, who 
went 
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went to arme himſelſe, and cried to Meruine, friend, will 
you ieaue thoſe meaſures and p2opoztioned iumps which 
pour hoꝛſe in his comming ſ&ms pꝛoud of, and try the god⸗ 
nes of pour arme by a ſturdy incounter? It is my defirs and 
nothing elſe replied Meruine, ſo thepretired backe the one 
from the other, to take their courſe with moze violence. The 
Stoꝛp ſaieth this incounter was on a godly greene plaine 
beſoze the Carles pallace, who as befoze J ſaid, ſtwdto be- 
hold them, with him his wife, and a gallant young P2ince 
his ſonne and heire apparant. When Mcruine andthe 0s 
ther were ſeuerd moze than the length of a god cariere,they 
put ſputres to theix courſers, and cowching their launces, 
ranne with ſuch terrour, that the ground trembled at the 
chidings of their hozſes holes 1 and when thcy iopned in 
the ſhocke, the Pagan ſhiueres his launce cloſe to his gant- 
let, ret no moze ſtitrod the pzincely Meruine then the gen⸗ 
teleſt bzeath of aire, the ſtrongeſt pyꝛamide in Egipt. But 
Meruines tncounter boze death in his launces point, foꝛ he 
ſtroke his ſtaffe moꝛe than a fut and a halfe thoꝛow the Pa⸗ 
gans body, and purſued it with ſuch vigoz, that he boꝛe him 
headlong downe dead vnto the ground: then ſkopping his 
bozſetriumphantly, he ſaid in himſelfe: euen as he thus is 
ouerthzowne , ouerthzew J all the knights which ranne 
fo2 the golden cup which Clariflacs imagined valour entoy- 
eth. What reaſon now canveny me knighthad 2 None 
but will. and that will is vniuſt. Marchandiſe farewell, 
hencefozth will 3 traffike nothing but honour, 


2 Thus ſaidyoung Meruine,  growne p2owd of this 
late onerthzow : but when the Pagans , and the friands 
of the Pagan which was ſlaine, ſaw hun pay Natures lat 
debt vnto neuer ſatiſfied death, they all at once withons 
mad furie aſſailed M cruine , which though it nothing ap⸗ 
palled, yet at laſt it bꝛed amaze in his ſenſes(tul then vnac⸗ 

quainted 
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quainted with tumultuous outrage: ) but when his dertue 
was awaked , heſaide: Sith J am affanited, the defence J 
make,offozce muſt be lawfull:and when he dzow his ſwozd, 
with which bee gaue ſuch a blowe to the bꝛother of the ſlaine 
Pagan, that he claus his ſkull to his teeth, God of our foze- 
fathers, great Mahomet ( ſaid Meruine ) beholde an ercel- 
tent ſtwo2d , i J can but maintaine ſtrength tohis edge the 
wozld (hall cronicleme fo2 a famous marchant. But the ex⸗ 
fremitie of the aſſault put Meruine from further ſpeech, ſoʒ 
the whole company aſſailed him: but being as wiſe as hee 
was valtant, ge defended himſelfe with vnſpeakable vertne, 
and that in tuch ſozt, that her flewe moze thena third part of 
them. Bet his foes Hydza⸗ like mcroafing , by killng, had 
mightily indangered him, if the other marchaunts-amd the 
two hund2ed Pagans which Minea had aſembled to con- 
duct him to Monteſteur, beholding his inſtant perill, had 
not taken an othe to die in his ſuctoz. But the Count Bran- 
dis, knowing this might ariſe to ſome grieuous accident, de ſ⸗ 
cended from his pallace with ſtue hundzed huzſemen, and 
tomming to the place where the fight was, cried out to Mer - 
uine and thereſt; By Pahomet my god he that ſurceaſeth 
not, but fictketh another blowe, ſhall die the death. Af theſe 
woꝛ des they all retired, but Mcruine in the inſtant of the 
ſya ch layed fire dead at his of. 


3 Wherefoze the Caunle take a ſolemne vbow,he ſhould 
dearely make vaunt of that dapes chiualrie. But l inca 
ranne and caught Meruine by the arme, ctping, alas deare 
ſonne, this enuious day in blod hath dzowned all the hape 
of our god foztune : foꝛbeare, ſozbeare, fa Gods ſaks doe 
fozbeare, fo2 either muſt wee flie 02 die foz- cur miſdeing. 
Then went Minea fowardes- the Counte , and falling on 
her knees befoze him, ſayd : Foz Mahomets ſake „oz Me- 
cas honour, and thine owne reputation ( moſt —_ 

pzince 
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Pꝛince) take pittie vpon me, and my poꝛe innocent ſiſter, 
who thꝛough treaſon wall taultleſle conſume in fire, if with⸗ 
in thitz thaee dates ſhe be not deliucred by this happy nowe 
made vnhappie young man. When the Carle ſaw the cons 
ſtancie of her teares which iſſued rom tbe true fountaine ot 
griete he accoꝛded to her deſice, with this condition, that 
whereſoeuer Meruine ſhould goe, he ſhould pet be bis pꝛi⸗ 
ſoner, and that ſhe ſhould delluer him ſufticient hoſtage foz 
his returne:whereapon linea deliuered to the Carle all the 
euidences, bondes and titles whatſscucr belonged to her oz 
her inheritance: all which he detained till her backe ret urne 
to Brandis, And thus was Mcruins peace agreed, who 
nughtily arteucd that he ſhould be troubled oz fought with, 
foz but onely making p2ofe of his bodte, 


CHAP. VIII. 


1. How Minea, Meruine, Iacob, Tyrus, and the other 
Marchants with the two hundred Pagans departed 
from Brandis, to deliuer Baſina at Monteſteur: 2 and 
of the batell fought betweeue Meruine and Brohars, 


and the enenr. 


* 9 and the other 2 with — band 
lot two hundzed Pagans: and the lecond day 
Vatter they arriued at Monteſteur , where 

they 
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they found Croiſant madde-maniike toꝛmented with griefe 
in his ſoule,foz the ſuppoſed monſtrous indignitie which the 
treaſon of Brohars had roted in his head againſt his con- 
fant and lopall wite Baſina. When Minca ſaw him, ſhee 
went to meet him: and hecncountering her fürſt gaue her 
this ſalntation. Faire ſiſter Minca ( quoth hee / thy ſiſter 
hath falſely betraved the honour of my bedde and giuen an 
immoztall ſcan dall to mp name: the deed is euident and aps 
pyt ant ly true the ratier in this that none can finde aknight. 
Who will vidertake battai'e agatnff Prohars, to defend the 
iuſtneiſe of her cauſe, Wiheretoze , if 3 ſiue till to mozrow, 
and bcholde the Dunne vieſſe the earth with his counte- 
nance, 3 will (ce her burned, acco2ding to the crecution of 
our lam Bꝛother Croiſant ( replied the ) foztune , J hope, 
bath alo!fed her ſtarres of much better influente: and fo2 
her innocencie J haue b2onght one, who ſhall vefendit a⸗ 
gainſt Brohars and his treaſon : whome J hope to ſee at his 
hangiigas publike aconnertite, ag he is now a menſtrous 
falſe arculer, At theſe wozdes Meruine , whoſe counte⸗ 
nance did both appꝛchend, and diſcharge a pzincely king of 
maieſtie, ſtod fozth, and ſayd vnto Croiſant: By the faith 
7 owe vnto Mahomer , and mine homage to viſtreſſed la- 
dies, J will voluntarilp,and with an aſſurance of vndoubted 
gulltineſſe, enter battaile againſt that falſe traitour, who vn⸗ 
det my ſwoꝛd ſhall cither publikelp conteiſe his villante , 02 
die fo2 pꝛiuate corcealing {9 woꝛthie to be knowen an indig⸗ 
nitie . Scarſe had hee ſiniſhed theſe weꝛrdes, but Brohars 
tame th:onging into the pꝛeſle exclaiming againſt all men, 
that none durſt inco unter him: and withall ſapde: Bꝛother 
Croiſant, euen the woꝛzlo, and babes not pet bone into the 
woz2ld, will condemne thee fo2 a wittolde, and a wilfull 
tuckold.ſith thus long thou deferreff the burning ok that a- 
dious ſtrimnpet thy wife, whoſe im placable ſinne nene dart 
to make ſeeme vnfaultie. When Meruine beard . 
ars 
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vertue ſhe wed her ſelle moze then impatient, he ſayd: Falſe 
baſtard, ſon cf a moſt deteſtable whoze: whole hatefull ſpee- 
ches augment the abomination ofthptreaſon;by Mahomet, 
this day J will ſe thee hanged, foz thy 1zongfull accuſe , 
and vniuſt ſlaunder of the vertuous BaIν,qaůrohars moze 
then wounded with Meruines fietie pointed ſpeeches,arew 
madde with wz2aty; and 022wing his ſwoz 2, ſteicke at Mere 
uine. But verfue euex awake to defend honour, taught him 


how to ward the blowe , and with his fiſt well armed with 


a gauntlet , he returned Brohars ſuch a buffet, that he made 
the blod guſh from his earrs and noſtrels, ſaying : Trais 
tour, beholde the champion fo2 the iuſt ladie Bafina, who 
this day will make thy heart as ſadde, as thy thoughts are 
falſe , and neither by any to be matched. Uhen Croiſant 
ſaw the incomparable valour of Meruine , grew enamou⸗ 
red of his vertue , and ſayd in himſelfe: Beleewe me, mp 
ſoule,mtne eyes haue not ſeene a frame ofyouth ſo faire, fo 
bigge , and in all parts ſoexcellently accompliſht with all 
perfections; by Mahomet, had nature but avozned his chin 
with dowlne, J ſhould haue taken him to be (ſo much he re⸗ 
ſembled him Oger the reno wmed Chziftian, who flew lu- 
ſtament befoze Arius. After theſe cogitationg Croiſant 
came betweene Mcrnine t Brohars, deſiring fozbearance of 
their furle till the next mozrow,4 ſapd:, Loʒts. let pzoweſſe 
ſlumber, till this next dayes Dunne awakenyouto combat, 
and then Mahomet giue hanoar to him that hath the right. 
Chey both actoꝛded and then Croiſant demanded pledge of 
both ſides fo2 thetr appearance. And Minea pledged herſelte 
io Meruhe, but Broharscould finde neither baron knight, 
noz ſquire, who would be hoſtage foz bis faith, UWtherefoze 
Croiſant cauſed him to beimpziſoned fo that night in a 
ſtrong tower, whither was deliuered all things neceſſary 
a him o2 his happeleſſe vadertaken action, Minca with all 


her 


the hiſtorie of Meruine 


her traine went and lodged ina caſtle heard by, g foke Mer- 
uinc,lacob,Tyrus and the other marchants with ber, who 
though thepſpate not much pet did their heauie countenans 
ces tel long tales of their tedious ſoaows. But Meruine tom⸗ 
fozted them ſaping, Feare not my deare companions, neither 
let your watry eies anp lunger woean.ceuilfoztune:fozby my 
faith (my ſouls deb; to Mahomet ifyou wil purſne my ſteps, 
ou ſhall no mo2e be marchants,but knights ot regard e hos 
nour,t then wil we tread ouer the face of the earth, and by re- 
doubted fight ennoble and extoll our lawe th2ough all nati⸗ 
ons. But one, whoſe name was Braha,compact of the coldeſt 
conſtitution a cowards heart could be engendꝛed of,replyed: 
Six Mieruine, fo mine owne part, J loue no honour with di⸗ 
ſtutbance, noa fame with a blody fozhead: let them fight that 
areangrie.foz my patience is eternall except it be againſt this 
pleaſant cuppe of wine, and that conflict may boade my ouer- 
thzow, but no wounds. At theſe woꝛds they al began to laugh 
but Minea whoſe head at that inſtant was a p 
grauer matters, went vnto Croyſant, t with a graue dilcon- 
tentmet in which was figured a modeſt ſuffrance,ſhe 
leaue foz her ſiſter Bafina ts come and ſuppe with them, 


the burden ofher grieues,though they were no vnlavd-pt 


they might by that recreation be a littie eaſed. Be willingly a⸗ 
ureed,e,ſo ſent the tapler to fetch her, who inſtantly did as 


was commaunded. But when he came where the fozſaken la- 


dy was ſet, had valocked the two vnkind imbzacing pꝛons 
thatfettered her he told her of Meruine,$ how her ſiſter Mi- 
nea had bzought him to fight againſt Brohars in defrce of her 
honour. Alas ſaid ſhe)how vr. foztunate is þ vnfoztunatenes 
of my malitious foztuie, and how endleſſe the ſpzing of my 
tcarcs|Bekoze J wept,berauſe J wanted a champion: now 
mult 4 weepe,that hauing a champion, 3 fear J want fozti- 
tuds:foz Brohars is inuinable,and ws then can conquer tho 
neuer to be conquertet: ere ſhe ſighed as it ſh* had neuer bes 
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fore ſighed nhile the iaiſer fat? Laty-1mbeacecomfozf, t be 
{t: ng with an innocent hone ſo? this dap hath Mern. gine 
Brohars ſuch an vnreſiffab.c blow as the blood ſpꝛang out 
of his veines and ranne through his ears and noſthzils, A 
notable pzologae to a wiſheb ttag dy. The poꝛe lady bears 
ing this ſhe gaue hope (which befoꝛe was bamſhed) leaue 


once ag une to poſleſſe her, and fo roſe # went with her kee⸗ 


per till he entered into the Caſtis hall : but when Minea 
ſaw her firft appearance, ſhe ranne to imbzace her, and ſhe 
(albeit not with ſo much fury, foz ſoꝛrow had weakened hir 
indeuours) did the like. And beiug both lockt in each ethers 
inſoldings, Baſina aſked hit ſiſtet᷑ which was the champion 
whoſe vnſpeakable vertue had volved once againe to make 
her happy. Faire ſiſter, qd ſhe, loke cuer all this aſſembly, 
and he is thy new creatoz who is moſt high, ſtrongeſt, and 
moſt excellently furniſhed in all his lineaments, and pet ſo 
pong that he hath not attaincd to fiffene yeres. And as ſhe 
was thus ſpeaking, Meruine roſe from the place where he 
ſate, fo qocomfozt Iacob, whoſe loks were ſad and diſtom⸗ 
foztable. and Baſina ſæing him riſe, knew by his p;opozti- 
on, he enety of that company was likelieſt to redgme her; 
wherefoze the ranne vnto him, and falling on her knes the 


imb2aced his legs, making offer to kiſſe his feet, Meruine 


repnlſed ſo much to diuine homage , and demanded of her 
what ſhe was.Ercellentcreature(ſaid ſhe'J am the woful 
ſubiectof vnſpeakablemiſery,cuenthat vnhappy Baſina,in 
p:otection pf whoſe innotencie, as J vnderſtand, you are 
come fo make hazard of ponr celeſttallhononr : and as it is 
pure, ſo be the puritie of my redempfion wonderfull in the 
eics of the beholvers:foz by him that gaue my ſoule motion, 
there was neuer moving of vnchaſtethought within mee. 
What is auerred againſt me, the traitoz falſip ſuggeſteth, 
becauſe I truely with ſtod his laſcimous affection, which he 
ba: not left foz the ſpace of a yeare hourely to ſolicite, mine 
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ono guarding what diſhonour would violate, but rather 
ſhall a thouſand flames diſſolue me into cinders,then bzeach 
of mp wedlock faith congeale froſty damnation within me. 
Yow the baſe ſlaue ſlaue fo his flauich appefite, came to be 
lodged by me, neither know J. no2 can imagine. Ad moe 
to make my ignoꝛante perpetuall, he flue him, that by him 
might nothing be diſcouered:blameles are my thoughts, al⸗ 
beit ngp foztune faulty. Jfgiltleſnes be any defence be then 
aſſared thou art tnuincibly armed, {Uhen Meruine heard 
her woꝛds graced with a gracefull delight of mo2eft ſp2ak- 
ing · he recomfoztedjher , pꝛomiſing to die oz behold her deli⸗ 
uerance. By this ſupper was ſetued vp, and they ſet down, 
but yet Iacob, Tirus, and the other marchants whiſpering 
one againſt another, mightily repinedat the fozwardnes of 
Meruine:foz why, their harts mere createdin a cold clime, 
where the true ſunſhine ofhonoz neuer ſhined. By Maho- 
met, ſatd Iacob, if we purſue the humozsof Meruine, we 
but run poike after our deaths: fo2 ſay he win the honour of 
the field and releaſe the Lady, yet it he eſcaps with life and 
retarne to Brandis, there (hal he be impꝛiſoned, and foz his 
late autrage aduenturs as great a haʒ ard. Ss that as his de- 
firesare boundles, ſo ſhal his quarrels be endles, and we foz 
being his conſoꝛts be diſgraced ; hetsmuch to couragious 
to win wealth by fraſfike , and toy mad to be pꝛaiſed vnder 
the title of a marchant. Thus they grinded their tongues 
againſt their teeth, with repinings againſt Meruin, who all 
the while ate and dꝛank without reſpect oꝛ hed taking. Afs 
ter ſupper they went to reſt til! the flight of birds gaue aſ- 
ſurance of the ſunnes pꝛeſente, and told them it was mozs 
ning then aroſe Croiſant, tauſing the lifts to be pzepared, 
and 200. hozſemen to nard it, in the mdf whereof a ſtake 
was ſet vp, at which his wife ſhould be burned, ik Meruine 
failed in the conflict. Zhen aroſe Meruine, anvarmed him 


ſelfe with all the ropall accamplements his ſoule deſired, 
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The firſt part of 


and being at al pieces furniſht,be cauſed Morbon to be ſad⸗ 
led and couetd al ouer with a coſtly barb,on whom he leapt: 
and though Mor bon fo ſttength among hozſes was onely 
excelling pet his chine bended with the weight of the pong⸗ 
ling. Then demaunded Mcruiuc his helmet, which Croi- 
ſant deliuerd him, and withall a mighty launce ſtrong, and 
till then vataught toſkirmiſh. Meruine thus ſate like a ſe⸗ 
cond Mars, 02 an extelling Perſeus, he made a ſolemne and 
religious vow to Mahomet, euer after that to be ſo, and in 
luch maner, and neuer moze to vſe oꝛ inherite the trade 03 
name of a Marchunt: fo qd he) that trade abaſeth an hono⸗ 
rable diſpoſition, and bꝛings ſlander to the ſwoꝛd and lance 
which euer ſhould be adozed. Now was Brohars (who be⸗ 
foe pe heard to be impꝛiſoned) infranchiſed and ſet at liber- 
ty, immediatly cauſing his attendants to arme him, whilſt 
bis thoghts expoſtulated with feare,bis ſoule holding argu- 
ment with doubtfnlnes,ret was he an vntnatchable knight 
foz valure ; oncly treaſon the unpoiſoner of vertue hauing 
got habitation, began to Raine reſolution. Pet the ſtozy ſaith 
that this Brohars was bꝛother to Geffray, whom Karahew 
fluein the battel beſoze the wals of Babilon, as is wꝛitten 
in the hiſtoꝛy of Oger the father of Meruiue. But in no pa⸗ 
gan court durſt Karahew ener after met with Brohars,as 
well foz leare of his foztitude, as foz a generall hate concei⸗ 
ued agenſt him foꝛ offring to haue foꝛced Rabions wile the 
ſon ot Antiter. But that which giues Brohars the greateſt 
title of dignity, and maketh all men feare to in ounter him 
in cembat, is foz that be hath fought xui. fields all with the 
ſwoꝛd, and pꝛeuaild, which euer aftet made him ſo flerte and 
pꝛoud of his t̃oꝛtune that he held himſelfe altogether inuin⸗ 
cible, as it by a parliament of the gods, he alone were deiff- 
ed. Now was bzought to him to mount vpon,a mare of his 
owne , which was damme fo the god ſterd Marcheuall, 
which Oger loft vpon the ſea; her colour was not black, but 


m „ a 
the biſtorte of Meruige 
hackif dun. he got her of Bauca mont king of Damas and 
te was teatuct and made teadę fo the mattes to go allale 
Mermont tn his city of Montment, thence to win the faite 
pꝛincely virgin Berea, whom Mermont had denied in ma⸗ 
riage. This mare which was bzought Brohars, was called 
Mordant, fietꝑ and touragious: one qualitie of crueltic the 
had, which was, that no hozſe, how firongo2 violent ſoe ner, 
but ſhe would inſkantly ſtrangle, il there were not a mo2e 
than v.uall regard had to hix inanner of fighting. Brohars 
won her in an honozable combat and being mounted theres 
on, he tak his target and hanged it betege his bʒeaſt, fauned 
a battle ax to his ſaddle pomeil, ⁊ qriped in his ſtrong arme 
a mighty lance : thus accoutted, he paced tower ds the field, 
where Meruin attended his comming. Croiſant ſtil tnutro- 
ned with ielouſie and reuenge had now fal ned Baſina to 
the take, her executioners garding her, with fire ready to al 
ſaile the wad ſo ſone as Meruine ſhould be duerthꝛowne. 
By this time was Brohars entred into the ifs, on whom 
when Heruine had fixed his cies, andſaw the poztly maie- 
ſty cf the pꝛincely beaſt that boze him (J meane Mordant 
that gallant mare) he fell mightilp in lone with her and 
toke a vow in his owne ſoule neuet againe to eſtæme him 
ſelfe , if that dapes conqueſt made him not true poſſeſſo; of 
ſo highly to be eſteemed treaſure. Pow the time ſommon- 
ing an end to theſe great deuoires, a herald entred the liſts, 
t alter a ſolemne warning giuen by the ſound of trumpets, 
he pzonounced this charge : Lo2ds and Knights belonging 
to the noble lozd Croiſant, J ftraitly charge andcommand 
rou vpon paine of death, not fo ſpeak any woꝛd til the comes 
bat be fully ended: and further, vpon the fozeſaid paine , J 
charge, that none, ot what eſtate o2 conditiõ ſoeuet, do either 
alliſt. re ſiſt, impugne oz deliver ei her by ſigne oz activ, any 
ok the combatants, but toſet the triall of theit truths, to fo2- 


tune, valute, and theirfwo2ds. At theſc wozds the whole al⸗ 
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The firſt part of 
ſemblie of infinites ſilent, and then the Herauld departed. 
Then entered Croiſant to the Champions, and firſt ſpake 
in this manner to Brohars:byall the allegeance thorn oweſt 
to thp earths ſoueraigne, by thy faith to Mahomet, thy 
hope of cõqueſt thy ſonits redempilen, charge the tel me 
whether all thine aſſerxtion and accuſation auowed againft 
this laop Haſina iny wife be tine. J oꝛ no Noble Croiſant 
(anſwered Brohars) all is ti ue by Ilupiter I (weare,and this 
day ſhalt thou ſee that tcueth glo:ious by my conqueſt. Mer- 
uine hearing him ſo obſtinat, deſired Croiſant to deſiſt frg 
further ſpeach : foꝛ ( ſaid he it is nio2s then time the tiaitour 
had made his new tecantation. nights ſapd Croiſant)be⸗ 
gin at your pleaſures, ano this day let trueth pꝛeuaile. 


2 So departed he the liſts, and the two combatants put⸗ 
ting dowone their beauers departed either from other a god 
diſtance, to nobe moe violences to their courſes: and Baſina 
with a moꝛe then ſpeaking heart fo2 fearc had bound her lips 
to ſilence ctied upon Mahomet to guard her thampion, and 
confound the falſe ton founder ok her honour. How were they 
farre enough aſunder , when turning their ſterdes and cots 
ching their launces, they ranne againft ech other with ſuch 
fwiftneſſe, that they ouerran the windes,which ouerrun all 
other mouing creatures:butin the ſho:k, when theirlaunces 
felt honozs ſeales vp6 their curats, Mcruin iroke Brohars 
ſo hard woꝛthy a better name then that by which fozce is in⸗ 
tituled that he tumbled him from the back of his god mare 
to the ground 4 on the other part he likewiſe aCailed Mer- 
uine ſo couragiouſly,that both hoz'e t man equally kift the 


earth together: but Meruinc being quicke t nimble(andnes - 
wer moꝛe quicke then in the quickne ſſeofexticmity)quicklp 
gate vp vnamazed. But Brohars aftoniſhed W fallicgfrom 
a braſt ſo hie and loſtie, aroſe(theugh not lo well) pet as wel 
as he conld, and dꝛawing his iwozd came to aſſault ner -- 


47 
the hiſtorie of Meruine. 
who cried vnio him, Zraitoz, this deede this day ſhall make 
thee ace a ſoꝛy tragedir. Brohars enniouſly angry at theſe 
wo ds ot᷑ Mcruin ffrake at him with almoff a moze then di⸗ 
uine courage but he perceiuing the blowe retired a little and 
toke it v30n his target:pet it came from ſo violent an arme, 
that it claue it downe to the ground, cui ting withal the ſpur 
from his right fot. and the ſwo2d vnlatilfied entred into the 
ground moꝛe then afote and ahalie, whoſe greedines focon- 
quere, hindꝛed his conquering; fo2 hee could not retouer if a⸗ 
gainebut with much paines taking. Mcruine dying to die in 
debt ofſo god palment, lift vp his ſwo2d and ſtroke the traps 
four on thechelmet, from whence the {wo2d lliding deſcended 
on his thigh, and there cut away acollop ſaffictent inough ts 
go2ge a faulcon two dapes together and better. Now was 
mee then time foz Brohars to change his foting, foz the 
weight of this blowe gaue his hinder legge pzcheminence to 
be better and ſtronger, to his intollerable ariefe x farie, ma- 
klug him raile on Maho. fo2 ſuffring him thus of a boy fo be 
mated, Meruine in who valoz held her refidence,+ of whom 
vertue was onely inamoured, bearing \wo2d point blancke 
with the Pagans exe, ranne furioufly againſt him and in his 
courſe ſatd:Brohars,the exetreable treaſons that damnedly 
thou haſt ſuggeſted, ſhall end thx life befoze the day ſhall end 
his light, eiſe ſhall my reputation die in his infancie, x truth 
hereafter neuer be acconnted the Innocents pꝛotectreſſe:and 
with that he frokc a blowe which Þ Paganreceiuedon his 
target) with ſuch violence, that it entering in an vntmagined 
way,Meruin by no means could piuck it ont againe,though 
with ſundae twiches he gaze, her almoſt pulled it from the 
Pagans necke. Brohars not vnerpertenced inanp aduantage 
occaſion could offer in the extreameſt ot thoſe conflicts, wat - 
ching with a gre&dy deliuerance of miſchiefe in his head) and 
when he perte ued Meruinc pull with all his ſwey he let the 


target flip out of his hand ſo that Meruine with his owne 
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The firſt part of 


fete fell backt ward fo the ground, on whom immediately the 
Fraitaz leaped thinking then is fiſh the end ol all his wi⸗ 
ſheg. Autbe Saris that beheid this infoztunate nuſaduen⸗ 
ture, murmured anongl the.iifclues and ſaide, that pitie 
is this, that tut une, not valute ſhould be the cucrth;ow of 
vertue.e that this youth vnconquered ſhould not be conque- 
tour: Minca b hoſe heart dannced liuclp on the ſwoꝛd of 
Meruine, when ſhe ſaw this once boding euul grew madde 
with aricic, that gricfes power helo her from beeing madde 
and whilpered to her ſelfe Ba Mahomet, thou whtch art ado⸗ 
red in our pã heous, it thou thus giueſt ouer virtue, and leas 
ueſt this excelling creature to be llaine by a miſcreant, foz euer 
will J abiure thy deitie, caſe thy Temples, and ere the ſunne 
go downe, be baptized a Chꝛiſt ian. Whilcft thus her waue⸗ 
ting thoughts amongeſt theinſelues helde a ciuill diſſention, 
oe Baſina her tozinents exceeded the boundes of tozmen- 
tings being runne a degrer beyond the coaſt of ilines:ſo that 
what others in their pꝛiuate ſelues lamented, ſher with lond 
ſhztkes,cries,4clame2s publikelp noted inſomuch that 8 ec- 
cho ot her lamentations pearcing into the eares ot Ai eruino 
as he lap, conducted an honourable ſhame with theirs to his 
heatt, ſo that gathering a better ſtrength then that which is 
ſtrength named, by vigour of his ſpicife, he turned Brohars 
topſie tutuie vnder hun. By this time Meruines hozſejwho 
thꝛough the cruelty of his fall, could no ſ@ner get vp, azoſe, 
which Mordant the mate percetuing,caine and atſailed hum: 
ſo that betwere the beaſtes beganne a cruell and fierce bat᷑⸗ 
tell, but in the end Hordant ſtrangled the god A orbon, to 
the ſmall delight of Meruine whoat that inſtant was buſted 
fcom intending any remedp, ſo long did A eruin remaine vp⸗ 
on the traytoꝛ, that the whole company were in admiration 
at his indurance. But when he perceived all meanes of releaſe 
bantſhed,and that no power her had, had poiver to ouerturns 
Meruine he ſaid vnto him, Mcruine this areſt ot burdi᷑ is an 

vnwoun⸗ 


| n i | 
the hiſtorie of Meratne, 
vawounving tomb it, by whoſe meanes we can neither win 
honorr.,no2 bꝛing out battell to a deſiredending. I will off2r 


the: there fo ze what in honourable cenſures thalbe honeſtly 
valiant, ariic (ron this vane ſuppzeſſingleruitude, vaburden 


me and goe fetch thy ſwoꝛd and J will goetomy mare and 


fetch my battell are which hangeth at my ſadie,# with them 
let vsettherf1:21th ourltues, 02 amend our toꝛtunes.Heruiue 
in wyon the ragekull fire of pauth kindled a diuine valtance, 
pꝛeſently aceoꝛded £ araſe rom Brohars,who fourdtahim- 
ſelfe a paine{ul! weakenelle to get vp, chʒough the great loſſe 
ef blod which iuing from his wound, had already cald the 


earth whete he lay in a ſcarlet manteli, as it he already had 


made it Judge ot his life o: deſteudion. Now had eche of 
them taken their weapons atcoꝛ ding to their agreement: but 
Brohars as it his heart w holy dwelt on the edge or his wea⸗ 
pon, hauing the axe in his hand rayſde tt into the aire, $crieb 
to Meruine. This day(boy /ſhalbe thy lues laſt day, vnleſſe 
thou lweare and maintaine that all the articles are true which 
haue impoſed again Baſina the wife of Croiſant. which if 
thou doeſt, wa will no moze be foes but companions, and kke 
men inuintible meaſure the eatth, and conquer great Charles 
$f France, who onely pexſetutethj oui law and ecligion. Guiit 
tongued traitoꝛ ſaid Meruine little (hould J pleaſe Maho- 
met to be treachecouſiy minded, leſſe to be the companion ot o 
baſe a miſcteant wherefoze 4 eſtme both obious After this 
ſpeech they afſaildech other on cuery ſide, where then a344ns 
tages lay moſt aparant and that in ſuch vehemeiibſozt and (0 
tediouſly that they both became ſo exceeving weary as they 
were faine fo2 a time to repoſe themſelues. Afterthep had a 
while reſted themſelues, Meruin ; called to Brohars and ſaid, 
CTraitout, this reſt is the laſt Sabboth of thy irfe:fo2 thou haſl 
w2ongfully accuſed yonder innocent Lanp:and thereſꝛe ere 
the euenings eie hut in the d iy thou (halt dy noſt miſecab'py 
Sozrow at this repzwle ſo opt vp the peaches ofBrohars, 
| that 
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that he only gnaſhd his terth, and mounting his ken edged 
are, he ſtracke ſuch a blow, and with ſo great might on the 
helmet of Meruin,that if the greateſt of diuine powers has 
not pꝛeſetued him, and that the temper and the liuing were 
both moze than extraozdinarp, that day had bin the laſt of 
his life and foztunes. Notwithftanding al the fauo:s ol his 
ſtaues, ſo ſtrong a poiſe iſſued from the blowes falling, that 
Meruiue was fo2ced to fall vpon his knee, yet was he ſon 
remounted : and as wiſe in danger as valiant in his fight, 
raiſing his godſwozd , ſtrake the traifour with ſuch puil⸗ 
ſanceon his helmet, that if Brohars had not turned backe 
he had clouen him to the ſhoulder, the ſwo2d in his ſtumb⸗ 
ling fell on the thigh of the Pagan, fo as he quite diſſeuered 
it from his body 4 and with that thzew the traitoꝛ vnto the 
ground, who with the grief of the blow cried, that the eccho 
of his clamozs were heard afar off. At this Baſinas heart 
daunced in her bodp foz top , ſo did Mineas, in whom wag 
an equall ſympathie : and all the barons that held either of 
the Ladies in regard triumphed ſaping amoug themſelaes, 
no eie hath (en foꝛtitude accompanied with ſuch true fierce- 
neſſe in any knight, as in this young youth vnconquorable 
Meruin. Such ſpech ſpake enery one ol him. But the trai⸗ 
toꝛ Brohars, ws had then loſt a leg, to his axe into both 
his hands ſaying, Boy, bzaggard, and wozſe than a boyiſh 
b2aggard , {{2nd but befoze me, and thou ſhalt ſe this loſe 
the gaine of in better courage : foz J ſhall neuer aſpire my 
endo202eth2ow, til I haue cut the pete - meale into a thou⸗ 
ſand pieces. Meruine ſmiling at this vant, ſtoped to take 

him by the other fot , thinking to tratle him into the miſt 

of the field. but impꝛouidence guided his action, foz the trai⸗ 

tour claſping him about his helmet, dꝛew hun to him with 

ſuch mame ſtrength, as he fellouer and over , Gzeat God 

of heauen haue mercy vpon him, foz ifthy pit ty be not his 

ſauiour, death muſt be his redemer.)Brohars was mighty 

and 
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the hiſtorie of Met uine. 


and ffrong, and fo was Meruine, inſomuch, that betone 
them was chewed al the triumph and perfection of ſtrength 
and agilitie. But in the end, Brohars, thzough the xiuer- 
like effuſion of his blod was ſo ercedingly weahned that 
in a happy time, and in deſpite of Foztuncs woꝛſt, Meruin 
areſe, taking from him his battle axe: then houcring ouer 
him like an vngoꝛged eagle, he ſaid, T raitoꝛ, now behold the 
laſt date ofthine affliction, conteſſe thertoꝛe the treaſon thou 
haſt done againſt the god lady Baſina, oz by Mahomet thy 
own weapon mimedtatly ſhall dinozce thine accuiſeb head 
from thy ſhoulders, But he whom villante had taught no⸗ 
thing but villainous rev!tes,anſiverd : Thou ſon ofa diffa- 


med curteſan,coward,recreant, J was neuer trait0z,no2 did 


treaſon euer lodge in myaffinity . As he was about to ſap 
ni92e, Meruine impatient to ſee ſuch audacious twptetie, 
with the axe gaue him ſuch a blow on thother thigh, tha! he 
cut it quite from his body. lcauing him as leg leiſe as he was 
gractleſle: the paine whereof, together with the iabozing of 
his lifes departure, made him bellow out luch lamentatios, 
that all the mountains, and plaincs were pziuy to his miſe⸗ 
rab'e foztunes. Then called he to Mcruine and ſaid Cucn 
now J find my ſoule contending foz her deliuerp: wherfoze 
if thou haſt as much pitty in thy heart, as fozce in thy hand, 
deferce alittle mptudgement,andcall Croiſant and Baſina 

to behold my departure. Meruine fo2thwith called them, 
who witlingly came thither. And being tome, \1eruine ſaid 
Brohars, behold, Croiſant and the Lady are pꝛeſent, ſay 

what thon haſt to ſay vnto them. Ah Croiſant, Croiſant, 

ſaide he, euen foz Mahomets ſake that pardons all, pardon 
me, and haue mercy on my miſerie, thy wife the vertuoug 
Baſina is moſt loyal, moſt true, and molt vnde filed not a⸗ 
ny betwerne the Pole s moꝛe honoꝛable. Tis true, tis ttue, 
J haue impoꝛtuned her long, moze than a peare , but ne- 

ver could abtaine it, Tis trne, tis true, Jonly foz that — 

ed 


1 


— 


k Fad r 


© 
5 LC , IC 
A + , l. : 1 + on © E 


SAL 
Fi Þ 


ans S <4. i 


ALS. ILILLLILEES. 
F ² U A Me 


== — as PP 22 * | 


The firlt part of 


batebbet. Tis tructhit ths trecſon was mine owne in⸗ 
ficntion : J bzought Brilon to herbed, $ ſuggelled her di⸗ 
llopaltie, and J alone deſerus this miicravic infoztune. 
Then he called the lady to him, ard ſaid, Diuine Baſina, 
and excellent Ladp. fo loues ſake, who created all things, 
create me anew with thy pardon, and from the white veile 
of thine innocenty, let my milde d find a ſhadowing fozatues 
nes: (02 F confeſſe with a »*rtingſoule my monſtrous im⸗ 
parted treaſons againſt the, and will maintaine ( whileſt 
vaniſhing bzeath maintains power to maintaine any thing) 
my ſelfe the moſt falſeſt tra'fe2 that cuer was recozved as 
mon geſt the Pagans. Neuer ſpakeſt thou moꝛe true than 
now , anſwered Meruine, therefo2c ſhalt thou indure the 
Law, and J onely will be thine executioner, and with that 
lifting vp the axe, he ſtrucke the Pagan betwene the hel⸗ 
met and the coller with ſuch fozcible vigoz, that he compel- 
led his head to fie from his ſhoulders, Do died the 
traitour by the hands of Meruine the ſonm 
of Oger, in whom the excellencie 
ofp2oweſle was onely 
excellent 
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; Ofthe honours done to Meruine for his victorie. 
How ines brought him backe againe to Brands, 3 
His impriſonment, and other aduentures. 
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Fter the death of Brohars, [ whoſe death was 
15 a feſtiual fo the beholders,cyiefly to Minea 
and Baſina, who comming to Meruine, did 
SP him great adozation and wozlhip ) Croiſant 
———= cauſrdthe body of the traitoꝛ to be dꝛawne to 
a paire of gallowes , where it was hanged [92 a ſpectacle of 
monſtrous villanie But Meruine , whoſe minde was (fill 
making loue to kono2,regardleſſe of other accompliſhments, 
went to the godly mare Mordanr , and hauing cauabt her 
as his p2132 and hono2s right, he mounted vpon her vacke, 
ſpurred her, ranne her, leapt her and ſo thundꝛed about the 
fields, finding in her all the rareſt perfections could pofſivly 
be wicht foz in ſuch an incomparable creature that his toy 
reached bepond the bounds o ertreameſt pleaſure. ein this 
ſozt made him giue pꝛaiſe to Mahomet. 4h Mahomet, gd 
he, beholo here a beaſt of invincible puiſlance, J honoz thee 
fo2 the gift and by ber valure will exalt thy name in fozren 
nations: ſhe is my harts wich + J p2ize hermo2:, then her 
weight of the fineſt gold. Thus ſpake Meruine, then rode 
on with the pagans, who honozed him as a demy-godeuen 
to the gates of Moteſteur, where he was receiugd with tri- 


umphant ioy e ſolemnity. After he was aſcended thecaftle, 
and 


= 


— 
VIE 1 — 2 
E60wů.ꝛi Re oe EEE 
— * — * — 
- — — my * 
; » a. 
- OY 


* 
3 
— «4 
wi + 7 
282 —_ S SO 


- 3 % „ 
-_ 


* wo» 4 
whe 3 


The rſt par t of 


and had niſarmed himſelfe, his wounds were found fleight , 
and of mall impoztance, pet not withſtanding there was an 
excellent Durgion appointed him, whoſe (kill tn thꝛee dapes 
icould hauc cared mach greater woundings. After hee was 
*:c\ſed,t had ginen his mind alittle recreation with eaſe hun⸗ 
ger in that he had falked all the day) began to ſetze vpon his 
ſtomacz that he deficed the Barons to make haſt with his 
ſupper allaruig them he had not felt ſo god an appetite beloze 
in his lifs tume Oneol p barons told him allthings were pze- 
yared fo2 his repath, 4 there wanted nothing but his pꝛeſence. 
SLhe ſate Meruine and the other marchants down, who were 
ſerued with all pompous magnificence, nothing wanting that 
wit,wealth,oz with could accomplith. When they had (up- 
ped, they fell to diſcontſe of diuers currents accoꝛ ding tothe 
time oꝛ humoꝛ ot theit opinions: but Minca taking Croiſant 
vnto her, ſaid: Bꝛother, this pzincely yog man hath done ther 
great honour. and to my ſiſter an etetnall neuer to be requited 
fauour, enen as much as her ſoules redemption. True Ma⸗ 
dame replied he) J acknowledge as much oz moze from his 
valuce:wherefoze if he pleaſe to imploy me, J am all onelyat 
his ſeruice,and from this day do J reckon iy new nattuitis, 
binding my life to his diſpoſe, and glozping in nothing moze, 
then in that J am his ſabiec. Bzother(ſayd Minca)thy ſper⸗ 
ches are wozthy of thy vertues, therefoze now pꝛepare thy 
people and goe with vs to Brandis foz there haue we actions 
of hie impoztaunce with the Carle thereof,where pou muff 
be aidant and agent to pertoꝛme vato him the weight ofour 
buſineſſe. Ladie(quoth he) as willingly is mine agreement, 
as your wiſh is tedy and J am pꝛoud of ſo happy an occaſion, 


2 Thus after their intertourſe of (peach , they remayned 
at Montcitcur'vntil the next mozning £4 ſo from thence they 
rode to Brandis to the houſe of Minea wher the feaſted Gem 
ſorotally,as either treaſure oz friendſhip could any way pur- 

chaſe 
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chaſe;but after they were all diſarmed, and had pleaſantly res 
created themſelues one with anothers ercellencies, on the 
ſudden they heard one knocking at the gate; wherupon Mi- 
nea tommaunded the Po: ter to goe ſee who knocked, and to 
giue them enterance. Away went the Poꝛter, and demanding 
the occaſion of the nopſe, they bade him open the gates, which 
he had no ſooner done, but there ruſhed in 14. knights all well 
armed, ot whom the nephew of Brandis named Merquier 
was one, thence aſcending into the hall, hep beheld where 
Meruine was playing at the cardes with Croiſant, on who 
inſtantiy thep ſei ed whilſt he by foꝛce thinking fo purchaſe 
his deliuerie, found that foꝛte by theu pꝛeuention ſurpaiſed. 
When Minca beheld this moze then cruell occurrent, ſhe 
tried to Merquicr,and ſapd. pong loꝛzd, foʒ Mahomers ſake, 
and the loue of vertue foꝛbeate und ſuffer this cxcellent crea⸗ 
ture till to mozrow,at what time, by thallegeante m ſoule 
oweth to heauen, J will deltuer him to the Counte thy 
re now med vnkle.Lavp(repited Merquier) pardon me, foʒ Þ 
wil not, bicauſe it he paſſe this houre, it is inipollible tappeaſo 
the kinred of them whom he hat h ſlaine. Sire bath he ſent to 
tcommiumcate with the dead, there ſoꝛe he may not liue vn⸗ 
leſſe he can, as none tan find any means to tetouei the dead. 
To make a ſhozt tale ofa tedious aſtoniſhment, this anſwer 
bought the lady to her wits end Boꝛrow deſtſling to couns 
ſell her in her diſputation, and notwityſf anding all the foꝛce 
Meruine applied foꝛ his owne deliuetie he was taken by 
them, bound cari ied to a ſttõg caſtle fettredin an icon chaine, 
and ſafely impꝛiſoned, all as vnpleaſant to him, as vnpit⸗ 
tied ol his enemtes, both without bound. 


3 Being thus all alone, haning no companions but anger, 
this harmes grieued, began thus to chide himſelfe agauſt 
reaſon.impꝛouident man (ſaid hey he w much bettet had it bin 
had J truſted Tirus my bꝛother, then mine own 3 
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then rekuſing the battel. x had dinozced my lelfe from this 
miſchance, which to vnluckily laies hold on me: but he that 
impugns vertuous counſel with wilfutnes , ſhallbe beaten 
with repentace,and haue no pity but his own tears, Thus 
ſpake impaiſonco Meruine, while Tirus,Iacob and thother 
merchants, deſperate to with him any other god, than gods 
nes in hit death, pzepared them to depart about the effecting 
of their fozen buſineg, They calling Minea ſaid: Ladie,we 
are ſo2y foz this diſaffkrons miſfoztune which is chanced to 
impꝛiſoned Meruine ; pet the impoztance of our buſineſſe 
commands our departure fo; the mart at Boniuant appzos 
ching ſs neare if we ſhould thence be abſent would highly 
redound to our lofles : ſhe anſwered them againe:Gentle- 
men depart at pour beſt pleaſures , and foz all pour care ot 
Meruine, beſtow it on my thoughts, which ſhall ſo buſte 
themſelues inthat action, that befo2e pou! returne J doubt 
not but purchaſe his liberty, ſo that he ſhall accompany pou 
home to pour country, To be biete her ſpeches ſs much ſas 
tiſfied them, that the next moꝛning they toke their tourney 
towardg Boniuant: in vhich trauel we wil foz a while leaue 
them, and ſpeake alittle of the great king Baucamont, who 
calling P:mon a noble genticman of his Court to him gaue 
him letters to carry to his two nephews, that is to ſay, to 
Brandis in Elclardia, and to Antifer in Taxtatia, which 
contained hie matter of intreaty in the , to thend they ſhold 
ald him againſt the mighty king Meurmont of Montmèẽt, 
who in deſpite had refuſed to beſto w on him the beautifull 
Berea his daughter in marriage . The ſetuiceable gallant 
ſone effected the will of the king his maſter , and the two 
kings inſtantly v,onthintreaty , muſtred ſo many of their 
men as were able to b-arearmoz2 , and came foDamaſcus, 
where they were ropally entertained and among thetr diſ⸗ 
conrftngs Beaucamont diſtoueted all the indignities con- 
teiued againſt Mcurmont,fir the deniallof his daughter, 
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then the diſdaine ol his emballade, and laſtly,his thaeats of, 
death to Pimon, whom he eſtemed auer way wozthie of ſo 
great an implopment: the very entountring whereofſo im⸗ 
pꝛiſoned his thoughts with ſuch futie, that he ware by all the 
hie titles a king adozethj, not to leaue him a fote ef eatth inthe 
woꝛld to be tulet o, it with penance he aſkt not mercte foz his 
miſdoing (they two ayding him whom hee knew and euer e⸗ 
Keemed inuincible) with athers. They quickely bound their 
conſents to his inipatience, and ſo fozthwith cauſed all their 
nauies io be rigged and thight in moſt royall manner, which 
in oꝛt ſpate hey committed to the meccie of the mercifull 
flad, hoyſting vp their ſailes and ſailing with a pꝛoſperous 
gate ſoꝛ many nights and dayes, til in the end Foꝛtune ( who 
euer wul ſhew the nature of her tondition/t toſt them with 
a mighty fto2ine, which was moze then grienoufiytrouble- 
ſome vnto them. And to the fauour of that ſame we wil leaue 
themfo2a while, and returne to poze impꝛiſoned /7ernine, 
whom Minea & Croyſant with their neuer ceaſing petitions, 
babes, vowes, andp2otecſtations. had by this time deliueted: 
at the inſtant of whoſe inlargement, Iirus, Jacob , t thother 
marchants made their returne from Boniuant, andcame di⸗ 
rectly to the houſe of Minea, who entertained the moſt kinds 
ly:yet told them with aſeming tountenaunte of ſozow, that 
by no meanes they could haue Meruin backe with them be- 
cauſe he was adiudged ſire yeres impꝛiſonment, and till the 
end thereof no releaſement:and from thence fozth an eternal 
baniſhment foz ener from that conntrey. This (ſaid the is the 
agreement we haue made with theparties which purſue him 
and pꝛoud we are, we haue agreed vnder the pꝛice of his moſt 
precious liſo Wtherfoze perſwade reuerent Barbin his father 
to expeil griefe fo2his abſence aſfuring him, m careſhaller- 
tee de il pollible, the care ofa natural mother, and my purle 
ſhalbe lauify open to defray all the coſts charges. and hin⸗ 
detantes ot Me rume from hts arumes and the nic 
C ant 
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dant his excellent beaſt: 3 will pꝛeſerue them foꝛ him as 


trophies wonne by diuine honour, Padam ſaid Iacob, the 
mucke of your wo: des become well the vertues of your 
mind: wherefoze,as reaſon bindeth vs, we are (atiſfied. Wo 
119210 befoꝛe the lunne (hall bleſſe the boſome of thearth, 
be wil begin our ioꝛnep, onely with this requeſt, that we 
wap ſœ and ſalute Meruine befoze our departure. The hea⸗ 
nens fozbid , ſaid Tyrus , Fie lacob, thy ſpeaches are to 
neare a kinne to thy old follies , fog it will pꝛoue no ſaluta⸗ 
tion, but a pzouocation to ux owne deaths: lithence theres 
by ſuſpect may make vs parties to his anions. This ſpeach 
of Tirus made Iacob tondemne himſelf̃e of alittle umpzouts 
dente: {> they reſted with Minca foz that night, and rarely 
the next mozaing went abozd their ſhips, and (allied with 
ſa fauszakle a guſt, that in thazt ſpace they apmed at the 
pozt of Luternia, where they anchozed their veſſels, and 
fcom thence matched to Montment. The Viſtozieſaicth, 
that this Jacob the marchant altogether frequented the 
tourt of king Meurmont, who fo2 ſund2y vertues he (awe 
ſhine in his honeſt ſmplicitie, loued him cxcædingly, and 
toke an intimate delight in his company . Now is Iacob 
entred inta his owne gates, where his wife with all obſer⸗ 
uances df true duety , kindly entertained him, and Tyrus 
the houſe of Barbin his father, who ſeeing him vnactompa⸗ 
nied ol any but his owne pzeſence, blulht , as highly ama- 
zed, and aſked him, Faire ſonne , where is Meruine thy 
bother that he is vnreturned with thee, to make happy my 
deſires. Deare father, xeplied Tyrus , he is taken pziſoner 
at Bꝛandis, which is a ſtcong citie ſeated vpon the ſea: Pꝛi⸗ 
ſoner,{atd his father, tellme quickely foz what cauſe : Sir, 
ſaid he, with &#fearefull trembling, Meruine whom you 
call my bzother, is to fierce , pzoude, and of an ambitions 
aſpiring (pirite , me hath he altogether neglected, and bent 
his thoughts onely on impollible mdeuours , The m__ 
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bis impꝛiſonment is, foꝛ that he hath llaine ſeuen renowned 
knights at one tnſt211t with his {wo20 . And from thence 
Tirus diſcourſed to his fathcr all the dec ds ot Meruine , his 
pꝛomiſe to Minea fo reſuccoz het Oſter, his danger in Bzan- 
dis, her dcliuering him by meane of hoſtage, his going to 
Monte ſteur, his combat with Brohars , his backe returne 
to Bꝛandis his deliuering Baſina, his being there ſurpziſed, 
and laſtly, his deltuery after fix ceates impꝛiſonment with 
perpetuall baniſhment, t ill when there was no expecting his 
returne. When Barbin with a grieuing top had heard 
him recount all theſe famous exploits of A eruiue, he aſkt 
Tyrus in all the ſe dangers, what aid oz help he had done foz 
Meruine : and Tyrus tolde him, not any at all. Then the 
blod of anger ſtarted into the face of Barbin, and he ſaid 

Tyrus, Falie Pagan boy . recreant to true — wh 
didſt thou faite him who would haue failed life fo2 thy loues 
cauſc? Alhete was thy ſlæpy ſwoꝛd, that vnſheathing it, 
thou didſt not hazard to die in his reſcue? By ahomet, 
deare father, ſaid he, J dare not fight, my weapons are only 
the woꝛds of an honeſt matchant: let Meruine , on whom 
the goddefſe of warre is inamoured, fight foz vs both lohilſt 
J ina peacefull clunate winne honoz by my traffike, Thus 
diſputed Tyrus with his father, to whom Chinalry was 
nothing beholding : but Barbin moſt ſadly ſozrowfull fo: 

the troubles of AH eruine, flungaway with great 
furie, making a ſolemne vom to 4dahomer, 
either ſpedily to purchaſe bis delinery, 
oz in the purſuiteto ſpend 
his lite and 
treaſure. 
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1 Jacobs report to king Meurmont of the acts of Mer- 
une. 2 Bereaes ioy. 3 The priuate conference be- 
tweene Berea and lacob. 


| 


3, Fter lacob was returned home, and had 
>| by alittle reſt giuen eaſe to his ſoze tra- 
J uelled limbs, he demanded of his wife, if 
nat any from the court had made inqui⸗ 
rie of his returne: and his wife told him 
pes, a ſquire, whomas (Fe imagined, bes 
longed to the beantifall pzincefſe Berea: 
therfo2e ſhe perſuaded hun as a thing not vineceTary, fo2th- 
with to goe thithcr & to take with hun from her to thopzin- 
ceſſc a moſt curicufly w;ought purſe whichof ſelle purpoſe 
ſhe had made fe2 her. mal perſuaſion pꝛeuailed. So Iacob 
toke the purſe and went to the Court, where bemgentred 
within the hall, he found the mighty king Meurmont, who 
was glad to (& him, moſt grationuſly demaunding of his 
welfare: to whom lacob with humble reuorence anſwerd 
as became a leial ſubiect. By Mahomet (qd the king) I fea- 
rev greatly leſt Baucamont the pzond kingof Damas had 
met with thee, who is now comming to be ſiege me with fo 
innumetable an hoſt of men as to our ſeeming they double 
the ſtars of heauen. Credite me(redoubted ſoueraigne ſaid 
Iacob)ifit pleaſed Mahomet, o pour gratious ſtarres were 
ſo foꝛtunate, that you had but to aide you xxx. ſuch knights 

| euery 


B+. OD 
W 


07 
wap 
W221): 


61 
the hiſtorie of Meruine 


euety way as excellent as Meruine the ſonne of Barbin the 
marchant,not Baucamonts power,noz the wozlds infinits 
were able to wzong you by ſwoꝛd oz violence: foz why,Mer- 
uine is euen Uictozp itſclfe, as foztunate as couragtous,and 
both admirable,that Wonder it ſelfe alone ſits wondring at 
his actions, his valure inſtrugeth valure, t his equal in ene- 
ry vertue hath not iſtued from j wombe of a lining mother, 
inſomuch that my thoughts rather bind me to adoze him as a 
god, then eſteme him as the ſon of Barbin my intend a mar- 
chant Berea, from whoſe eies lone bozrowed alight to illus 
minate al the lampes of heauen, hearing Meruin thus highly 
exalted by the ſperch of Iacob,founda top exceeding al top, as 
much beyond compare, as her beauty aboue equalitie, frimm- 
phantly dominering th2ongh her royal veines, inriching her 
heart with the treal ine deliuered to hit parts. wherefoze like 
babes, greedy of fwerte meates till they euen ſarfet with de⸗ 
light,ſhe further detmaunded of facob, where hee had beheld 
Meruin in that warltke ſozt, which made him eſtemd fo rare 
a Partialiſt. Diuine Lady, qꝗd Iacob, by that teligious faith 
Jowe our great god Mahomer, J haue in ſo dan⸗ 
gerous fight, and in ſuch vnſpeakeable trouble , that neuer 
knight hath indured oz perfozmed ſo mightie a warfare with 
ſuch vnſpeakeable vertue. And there hee in ſelfe maner dil⸗ 
courſed al the exploits done by Mernin,as Tyrus befqze had 
repo2ted to his father:which not onely bzed an amazementin 
the Ring but an inwardinttte loue, inſomuch that from the 
boundleſlehumoz ofhis affection, he heartily wiſhed h 
dis ſonne. And withal ſaid, in able Merume, 
but thy valure ingirdie my foꝛtunes, extellently wouldeſt 
thou teuenge me ofthefe onerdaring Kings, who conte to af- 
lalleme: but woe is me, baſę is the deſert of thy linage, that 
Would J hold ther as my ſappozter, pithorivur would attach 
me witz indignitie: yet I am aſſured, ſhouid J fend to ther 
Count Brandis, he would not fo2a _ deny his deliuerp. 
3 Thus 
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gent to het hopes )dzew Iacob aſide into a pꝛiuate taꝛnex (: 


The firſt part of 


Thus reaſoned the Ling in himſelfe,dinetCy halde with oy 
diucrs amen of, feare and deſixe. 


2 yt Berca iu whoie the exttemitie of pleaſure chal- 
lenged an witrell of uiberttan ce. gaue toy the poſſeſſion of her 
deart, and lui reudered al het ,pirits to the diſpoſc ofloue and 
ber happie (o2tune ., Pet as a coʒresoꝛ of paſſion, when hee 
de grew tes great a laber tine, ſhe would ſometimes ſigh, and 
chide her ſoꝛget full conceits, ſaping Care to purchaſe his re⸗ 
turne, ought to buſie them from their delight, 8 then would 
ſhe create a thouſand thoghts, how to bzing him backe wohle 
abſence diuoꝛſt her from her happy lor gings. Whileſt thug 
ſhe and the king were bath muſtng ſhe of his vertues, hee 
bow he became ſo vertuous. Iacob, who percetuedin them 
both a dumbe wiſh ng, ſaide to the king, Truſt me! my ſoue⸗ 


| raigne)ifpither aff ace may be had in my true intent.oꝛ truſt 


in my counſel your Paieſtie ſhal vndoubtedly ſend fo; hun, 
ſith his pꝛeſente is an aſuredconqueſt,q the gods alone haue 
ſwo2ne by hal commaund 4 control victozie, whoſe like fo; 
mightir.efle of ſhape, e couragious reſplution hath not bene 
ſeene in all ourfozmer ages. The king to theſe woꝛds would 


returne noanſwer, but as ane.deſions to fozget his own de⸗ 


ſires,talked of other matters, to expel Wchennbte of theſe 
pꝛotet dings. 


3 But Berca, who made pzecionseuery time with the be- 
cileneſſe of her regarde, now fiuding oppoztunitie(a kiude a- 


greedy to know an end of that which in her could atteine to 
no end) ſaid vnto him, Iacob, by that excellent creatoʒ which 
thou haſt maried my delight to a delight 


| beyond 
in thy loues pꝛayſes of that delicat yong man whom 
we cal Meruin, betauſe q haue knowen him, even from the 
 infancie Mut theſe ripor yeres ol youth wan 


Md 
tehiſtegie of Meruine, 
infraochiſed him from the Etfctneſe of ſehole rudiments; yet 
in all that time, noꝛ in my time haue J ſcene acreaturemoze 
admirably compact, oꝛ in whom valure, and aduenture haue 
held moꝛe pꝛeheminence. Beleeue mee, and by my ſoules god 
Makomet J pꝛoteſt, it is a pitie deſeruing moꝛe the a pitiful 
tegard, that he wanteth lands and reuenues woꝛthy to enricl 
dim with honour: but moſt ot all grieuous, that he is no gen⸗ 
tleman in whom al the tondicions of gentrie chalengeth ſuch 
a wonderous pꝛerogatiue. a, diume lady ſapdlacob ) Mer- 
vine hath all whatſdeuer Nature oꝛ heauen can infuſe into a 
moztal creature, o man oꝛ womancan beſtowok a bleſſedin- 
fant. As fo2 land it is as fraiteleſſe as taſtleiſe, i labour giue 
it not a ſweet reliſh:velure is the mrffris'of his denotion, and 
her is excollentiy valiant the heauen climbingconceit,wher- 
of doubt leſle will mount him on the highelt ſteppe ofhonoz, 
If Imap well ſay what in my conceit po to a well 
meaning intent, were J king ok Hungaria, Calabria, ę Po- 
lonia, and fo2 a bleſſing of thoſe hte vignities, had but one ſole 
daughter twiſe fairer then che katreſt euer Mahomet trea⸗ 
ted, A would giue her and it only fo Meruin: ea and imagin 
tt a dowzie much to little foz the vertue, fo2ce, and true mags 
namitie with which he is ſo gloꝛioully avozned. When t 
paragon of al petfections,the moſtbeutifixlBerea hearvth 
wo2ds, firſt che bluſht as alray d. left his eyes hadifept tf 
ſight in her in ward veſires, and then dziue away the bluſht 
with a pale mantle of ſhamefaſt᷑ reioyting to heare him ſo 
admired exchanging white e red ſo often in her counter ance 
thattthe beholdets miabt wel row inchanted tv ch theft to. 
lours. aud pet held them „ coe monk 
ntelleit when equally mirt. they bare lie ſonet aignetie in 
het angel / exeolling face. Alter this contending ſupertopittt 
df lokes, ſhe turned altde, + wbiſpertd thus to her ſelfe, {5x 
Meruiu, Merwille, the many prnſts/ofthpretionne; ate the 
mimite wou noms thy lene OY hart; leaving 
IQNT 165 4 
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The firſt part of 


no reſtraint to my deſires,but the palle of verfue : e vet thou 
knoweft it not, it is now moze then ſixe pteres ſince firſt laue 
toke flight from thine eies to harbour in my heart, yet thou 
uno weil it not: onely haue my vowes aſpired toheguen fo; 
ther, yet thou kueweſt it not, neither dare (alas) ſoꝛ the baſe- 
ne le of thy linage take away this ignoꝛant miſchiefe of my 
blille. Alas thou knowft it not. Pet ſhuld J liue an exile fro 
my fathers countrep (ſs a diuine vnion, cald mariage, had 
made vs one ſoule) 3 had rather endure a tozmenting euill 
with thy pꝛeſente, thi al the goꝛgeous aduancement, heanen 
o2 mine own wiſhes could giue oʒ deſire, with the greateſt pa⸗ 
gan emperour ofthe wozld. Thus ſpoke Berea the glozy of 
Nat ure, who when Iacob perteiued ſo paſſionat, fearing leſt 
the to great liberalitie of his woꝛds had oft ended, in this ma⸗ 
ner began to excuſe them. Deare lady ſayd he) be not offen- 
ded that the height of my pꝛailes haue attained no higher a 
ſubicct then Meruine who is higher in my thoughts, then 
beauen i the eie af any man: neither impute ertoꝛ to my ſpe⸗ 
ches,fith by heauen J haue not lied in any thing, neither ſpo - 
ken to flatter thepziuateconceit ofany peculiar,no2the pub⸗ 
que anditozte of fo gracious an aſſembly : but what I haue 
ſaid,euen the wings ofeuery wind will whiſtle. Then graci- 
ous madam bowe not yourcountenance from me, neither be 
diſpleaſch with my rude repoztings, Ha no quickly anſwered 
Berca,who was willinger to increaſe volums,then abzidge 
a letter. thy woꝛds moue me no amaſement of diſlike, there- 
foze I beſech ther faile not, but come and ſpeake with me in 
my chamber befaze thy departure from the court. At this the 
lady and Iacob diſcoueredthemſelnes , and Iacob went ay 
gaine vnto the king, who euen then was rolallyſet at dinner, 
and commanded Jacob toattend him + the Qucene. Then 
began the king to diſcourſe the hie malice of Baucamont ( 


of his warkke expedition towards Montment, with all the 


occurtents of that intended warfare,as a troubleſom theam 
whereof 
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the hiſtorie of Meruine. 


only his mind noted. After dinnm was ended, and 
the king riſen lacob humbly tok his leaue to depaxt, vet ere 
he went, he ing ured the way to the pong pzinceſſe Bereas 
lodgings,aad thither he went: but Me, poze lone-tozne lady, 
was laid on alitle couch couerd with rich tiſſue,tozmenting 
her heart with her thoughts, and her thoughts with loue, ſo 
ereus dingly, that the abundance of her ſozow gaue liberty to 
her tongue fo vtter, and in vttering to double her languoz: 


ay me, qd the, dearer then the deareſt of my ſelfe to me. D 


I doe not now complaine of my diſgrace, 
Though neuer ſoule of greater grictes could boſt: 
Nor of the houre, ſeaſon, time nor place. 
Nor of my foile, for any freedome loſt. 


Nor o 


my liues ioy by miſfortune danted, 


Nor ot my wit, with ouerweening ſtrooke, 
Nor of my ſence with any ſound inchanted, 
Nor of the force of fierie pointed looke. 


only abſolute Meruine, thy abſence is my death, and thy re- 
mem bꝛance the continuall obſequies foz my deceaſd happi⸗ 
nes:pet is my death blameles ſith J die foz the moſt wile, 
moſt beautifull, moſt valiant, and moſt accompliſht creature 
in the woꝛld, whoſe renowneis ſpzead though Galile, and 
all the coznecs ot᷑thearth. a Meruine, Meruine, when ſhal 
I behold the day of thy arriuall? when ſhall J bathe in eies 
in thy eies, whiſper in thy eare, and hang on thy boſome? O 
ercellent love vnknowne to the, thou haſt my loue, my ver- 
tuous lou, gauerne ma then as thy captiue and diſpoſe me 
asthyſeruant . At theſe wozdes beating the pallace ofher 
bꝛeaſt, ſhe turned and toſſed, as if the motion ofher bodie + 
could temoue her paſſion but it was impoſſible. Then cal⸗ 
ling an euauch to her commanding him to marry his voice, 
to his lute, ſhe bade him fing ſume canzonet that might ras, 
ther kil. than increaſc paſſion : the eunuch ſung as follows: 
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The firit part of 


Nor of the ſteele that ſtrikes within my wound, 
Nor of my thoughts, by worſer thoughts defacde: 
Nor of the lite I labour to confound 
But j complaine, that being thus diſgracde: (flaine, 

Fetterd, featd, frãtike, charind, fierd,ſhotthrogh, 

My death is ſuch, as I may not complaine. 


On the laſt clauſe ofthis ſonet, the noble merchant Iacob 
entred het chamber, whom ſo ſon as Berea beheld, ſhe gaue 
ſome reſpite to her mones, while a ſ@ming toy ouerſha do⸗ 
wed hir face, and an inward reſolut ion ſoꝛ many god parts 
ſhe knew in him) toke hold on her heart, giuing her aus 
rante without feare , to make him pꝛiuie to her long hid al⸗ 
femion , reloꝛe aſter due reuerence done to her greats 
nes, and a gratious welcome deliuerd from her ſilent loke, 
ſhe hade him fit downe by her and with a trem bling voice 
the true herald of a vertuous meanmng,thus ſaid vnto him: 
Iacob, let it not ſœme ſtrange to the,that kauing gone one 
ſtep beyond wiſedome, J ſek by danger to ouerrun feare, 
andlet me coniure thee by that power, to whom in thy deuo⸗ 
tion thou haſt ginen power ouer thy being. to kep ſecret in 
thine in ward ſoule, wbat mp onerburdned hart ſhall vnload 
vnto ther. Iacob in whom wonder had raiſed a hie colour of 
amazment anſwered ; Lady, by that inuiolate faith due to 
our great god Mahomet, J pꝛomiſe to kepeſecret in tho 
incloſure of my ſoule whatſoeucr you pꝛopound vnto me. 
Know then qd ſhe ¶ D chide me not whe thouknowft what 
I bluſh toknow) at ſuch time as J lay at Turgon with my 
mother rurſedinot farre from thence the beautifull Mcr- 

uine (on whom doating Nature had beſtowed all her trea⸗ 
ſure) went to ſchole, whither J much frequented to learne 
the knowledge of diuine philoſophy: but alas the knowledge 
J learned was theconſdunding ol my vnderſtandeng: fo2 
there, euen there betame 3 lurpꝛiſed with the beautles of 


Meruine, 
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the hiſtorie of Meruine. 
Meruine, and ſo intangled with the lone of his 
that his thought is my tozment, and his abſence x t 
ſo as if his returne be long,my lite will be ſhoꝛt. ſ mp 
loues martirdome wounds me with intolerable loꝛtow:pet 
A take Diana to my mitnes that al my lone hath bin hono- 
rably chaſte , in ſoch ſoꝛt as became my vertue , 0z my fa- 
thers daughter, neither is he pet acquainted with my defire, 
no2 haue J to any but thy (elf, bemoned my vnhapptnes, o: 
diſcoucred my laue. {Wlherefoze J pzay the bythe hehemtt 
paſſion of an tniained louer,make means fo2 his return, fith 
many yeartsare paſt in my remembzance ſinte his depgr- 
ture. La dy ſaid Iacob, it is but x. months the laſt werke 
paſt ſince his departure. Ten months anſwerev the Lady; 
Ay me,cuery day is 4 wozlds age in the computation o my 
mind, ſo flow is the paſſage of my (o21owes : wherefaze ; by 
all the vertnes of thy minde, t the loue thou beareſt ftoMer- 
uine, J conture the, ioyne with me in ſame happy ſrata⸗ 
geme by which we may wozke his returne ts this country. 
By Mahomet, qd Iacob , Lady J can not poſſiblp inuent 
hom. Then haue J deuiſed the wap (replied Berea) thus 
it is: Yea ſhall to mozrow moꝛ ning come to my chamber 
to ſpeak with me, at what time I will haue waitten a letter 
in my fathers name fo the counte Brandis, t hauing this 
night pꝛiuily taken his ſcale, ſigne it therewith in ſuch ſozt 
as you ſhall haue Mernine deliurred you. Then ſhall you 
fake Bar bin with yeu, but by no means make him p2tiuy to 
our complots, but ſtifly mamtaine, it is the act of my father. 
When you haue Mcruin,at ſuch time as Baucamont who 
ſho;tly wil beleager vs,ſhal detaine his army, bꝛing him ar⸗ 
med at all points into the ſield to ioyne with my father, and 
doubt not ot᷑ his infertaine whoſe ſucco2 wil be ſo gracious, 
Iacob actoꝛded to al ſhe could inuent oz defire,t ſo departed, 
leauing the lady to herſelfe to ſtudy on the inditing ol a let- - 
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tentment, and then ſcaled it with the kings owne ſeale. And 
in the moꝛning Iacob came and retetues it, pzotefting a di⸗ 
ligenter regard in perfozmance ol ſuch a royall aſtaire. The 
lady gage him infinite thanks, with pꝛomiſe ol an inſpeake- 
able reward, and then ſhe delinered him an C. duckats to 
defray his 0zdinarie charge, and a tutious wꝛonght chaine, 
ol pearle and gold, which the charged him in hir loues name, 
to pzeſent to Meruine, and withall to let him vnderſtand 
the intereſt he held in her lous. All which with ſolemne oths 
he vowed honeſtly andzealouſly to perfoꝛme. Then Iacob 
tokeleane of the Lady, and came to the houſe of Barbin, to 
whom he ſaid, My belt friend Barbin make your ſelfe ready 
with all ſperd to go with me from the N. to Bꝛandis ta fetch 
your ſon Meruine home againe. Bar bin, to whom no ſound 
could bzing ſweeter melody,told him the newes was balme 
to his ariefes. Mo diſpatching his bufines, and taking oꝛder 
foz his home occaſions they departed together in great, haſt, 


' whomonthe ſeas ſailing towards Bzandis we will leaue, 


and a while ſpeake of king Baucamont , and thother pagan 
pꝛintes, who after the late ſtoꝛme found ſo pꝛoſpꝛous a gale, 
that he/arrined at the pozt of Lutetnia, a moneth after the 
departure ot᷑ lacob and Barbin. Thence they marched with 
conqueſt to Pontment , which city they befieged with two 
bundzed thouſand Turks. After they were lodged and in⸗ 
trenched Baucamont caled aconncel of his chiefeff barons, 
and conſulted among them what was to be done, and whes 
ther it were beſt to aſſaaltit at their fir appꝛoach, J oz no. 
To which opinion of aſſaulting Eclamard diſlented, ſaying, 
Rather would J hold the firſt decree agredof amongſt vs, 
which is, to ſendy, of your appꝛoued knights to Bermont, 
to ſhew wherefo;e we came hither,and what cauſe hath ſa⸗ 
wen thisſerd ofwarfare among vs, requeſting his daughter 
the beautifull Berea, which il de will ſend to vou to beigined 
in the holy bands of mariage, that then we wil return fo onr 

countries, 
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countries, otherwiſe indure the vtterm oſt wozll of warres 
afflictions : aud this hold à the (aff courſe in our pzoceed- 
ings , becau'eifherc we lengthen out time with a long and 
lingting warfare,Gua!tier the dane, now raigning in Ba- 
bylon , and Guion of Denmarke bath bꝛothers to the euer 
renowmed Oger, oho at this inſtant beare ſuch efernall 
h ite to pagans may in our abſence exile our peace from our 
owne countries. Againe, which is of greateſt auaile againſt 
vs, one of great knowledge renealed tome, that the mighty 
emperoꝛ king Charles of France, meaneth this ſeaſon to 
bitte them, and to ado2e the holy ſepulch2e of their god. 
Cherefoze the ſpœdier we make our returue, the ſtronger 
our owne peace,and ſafetie of our countries; foz the abſence 
of kings are the deaths of nations 
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Of the diſpatch of Bauc mont. two knights to Mey- 


HAN MKII. 
mont. 2 Mermont in deſpight of Gaucamont impriſo- 
neth them. 3 Ofthe aſſault, 4 and death of (la- 
ria the co wart. 8. 


ve con: nell ot Eclamard, Baucamont and alt 
edis Barens applauded as moſt excellent, 
» 1 2 wherefoze at ihat pꝛeſent was Morgant and 
Nigrou totally diſpatched foz the emvaſade, 

who in folemne maner entered inte the citte, 
and thence were conueied to the pallace , where aſcending 


a paixe of ſfately tures , they entered into the ily 
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ber, where they found the king Metmooraccompantet with 
a number of wozthy Barons , to whom Morgant firft' 
ſpeaking, gaue this ſatutation, That Mahomet tte cternail 
te gent and poſſt oz of the whole wozld, who kapeth from 
euill elendech vnending vayes to the mightie Baucamont 
king of Damaſcus, the fame Mahomet confourd his ene- 
mies, whoſe weapons mainetaire warre againſt him. Then 
he pꝛoca ded thus in his ambaſlage ing Mermont, the king 
my maſtet ſalutes the by vs, and ſatcth he wondeteth whi⸗ 
ther thine ancient wiſdom is fled, that thou te fuſeſt to giue 
him thy faire chaſt daughter, whoſe euerp excellence, the 
height of his topall dignities ſhall counterpotſe: tberefoze 
theſe ars his late ſt ſummons eit her noi ſend her by vs to 
make happy bis deſires,02 hereafterit lol be to late to tg, 
pent thy liues end ending thy glozies: if then no lo theu wilt 
ſfoup the ambition ot thy will, ſending her with a ire con⸗ 
ſent the mariage without de lap ſhall be ſolemnize d, and all 
his top all army ſhal depart without damage tu thy countiep. 


2 When Mermont with an otten exchanging cheeke had 
heard his delinerte,cholerike anger rouled bp his lion ſpirits 
teaching his bzow ſuchfrowns ofviſpleaſure,thet Morgant 
quaked to behold the . Then ſaid Mermont, take thoſe inſo⸗ 
lent oʒatoꝭs of diſgrace 5 calf them into ſome hideous ciefes 
toueting tungcon,fo2 that is toth my reply and reſolution, 
where in delpight of Baucamont, their woes ſhall conſume 
their bzeathcs. At theſe woꝛdes they were each one on tuerx 
ade ( hauing nothing to ſay fog the mislues, but pꝛaiers to 
Mahomct ſoꝛ their pꝛottdion) taken t caft in moſt lothſome 
mpꝛilonn ent, where their day was blackneſſe , and the 
bzeath they dꝛew, the aire of their ighes befoze bzeathev, 


3 After this the king Mermont caufcÞ an alarme fo be 
cried oner all the city: then calling Clariſſa, ſaid vnto him. let 
if 
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it not be troubleſome to the honoꝛable Clariſſa, that this day 
3 commit into thine inuincible pzotection, mine enſigne, the 
glozy and badge of mp digaitie, fith to thy wazth the earth 
bath refuſed to beare an equall.as the glozy of thy cariage at 
our laſt triumph was a ſufficient : witnes, the wiſedom is the 
gouerner of my fame, thy foztitude the hope of mp redemp 
tion. Sy earthes god(anſwered Clariſſa baniſh al doubtfull 
feare,fo2 3 will ſuppozt thy ſtandard with ſuch reſolution as 
ſhal become the greatneſſe of ſoroyal a bii den, ( wo alas, had 
but Vicrmont hnowůt his extreme towardiſe, not the wozld 
could haue made him hazard his honour in ſo weake handes) 
6; bis imagind reputation was but þ ſtolne ſhadoinof Mer- 
vines perfection. Now Clariſla wounded fo death with hit 
own gloꝛy, had no ſuceour to flie vnto, but his chambeclaine 
that ouly was pꝛiuie to what paſſed betwixt Meruin g him, 
who at (Hat inſtant lap exceedingiy ſi he ofa quattane feuer. 
TAlhereloze comming to him, Clariſſa ſapd, eithet muſt thou 
now {iſe and ſuſlaine wy falling foztune, oꝛ all the hanoz that 
J have won by Þ euer conquering hands of inuincible Mer 
Hine, will now vtterly be loſt 6A coniounded. foꝛ the m ah⸗ 
tie ſtandard of king Mcrn;or this day is deliuered to my pꝛo⸗ 
tegion, and what a neuet dying ſham it wert thou know ff, 
if it be not caried with redeubted valtiancie, when iwumerabls 
blowes eternizeth the helmes of deaths tragediang. Dix. ſayd 
the chamberlain ( who euene then was pitedully ague chaken, 
were all the golden mines of the woꝛld pꝛopoſed to me fo2 re- 
tompenſe, it were impaſſihle ta raiſe me, becauſe in my bodie 
wantes vital habilitie. When Clariſſa heard him, de ſtroke 
him with ſo fierce a cowards blow. that two of his teth flew 
out of his mouth t then departed out ol the chamber in great 
choler and came to king Mermont whom he intreated with 
al the ipad he could to giue an alarme to the tentes ot his e⸗ 
nunies, who as pet ſecure dzeamt of no danger. by that ſur⸗ 
pꝛile, doubled not but to attains infinite renowne. * 
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wez2ds were vttered with ſucha trembling ſpirite,that king 
Acrmont in that Inver, might haue rear his cowarviſe, if 
fozmer teielue had not bunden ſuſpect. But he feared him not 
ſo, that at his entreatte, he with all his Barons ſallied from 
the towne, being roc well oꝛdered ſouldiers. When as 
Baucamont beheld the comelineſſe ot theit march, he called 
all his barons together and ſayd. Be holt loꝛds in what war⸗ 
like pompe king Mermont bꝛingeth the paragon of beautie, 
diuine Berea, to be eſpouſed to car greatneſſe. 3 charge there⸗ 
foʒe euer ſoule on alleageance and iny lone that they be regs 
dy to reteiue them with all Þ honour pollible can be deuiſed. 
Chus ſpake he whole thoughts were flowen berond Alpes 
farre from the purpoſe of Mermont ſoʒ he tame actõpanied 
with the king ol Calabria named Sallames, and of his bꝛo⸗ 
ther Marandus, ts whom he vſed contrary eloquente, ſaping 
Valiant and heroike commanders, we are but a point to the 
great circle of our enemies, a handtull to a boundleſſe maſſe, 
let vs kerpe together, and making ol our many but one true 
firength, fight tke a not to be ſundꝛed mountain, that when 
the great hoſte of eur fors is conuicted. ue may with ſmal oz 
no loſle, make an honozable ta trait to ontment. To theſe 
woꝛds the whole armie gaue a ſhoute of conſent, and wit hall 
ſpurring therr hoꝛſes, gane a gallant charge on the face of 
their enemies: but Clariſſa, whoſe heart was then benumd 
witha = palſy,vurft not carie p ſtandard vpꝛight, leaſt the 
viewe of that mathe of honour ſhould encline the anibiftors 
minded mighty ons to aſſaile his fait hardines which al the 
armie of Montment. to their grief perceiued, ſo p Mermont 
with his fellowes in vaſpeable furie thꝛuſt himſelſe amd git 
his enitmnies, euenamongſt their tents which they cut & hew- 
ed down th admirable maner, killing their foes as they went 
in huge multitudes. There was neuer a turke that Mcermot 
met but he ſtroke him dead to the earth crying to al his hoſtz 
Lo2vs andrentotned fellotwes, ſtxixe couragtoufly,eneither 

feare 
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feare king, pꝛinte noz peaſant, foꝛ this day haue J taken con- 
queſt my pꝛiſoner. at theſe wo2ves,a pleaſant angry Turk 
went to Baucamont, t ſayd: Glozy my ſoueratane be ta thy 
wedding dap, foꝛ Mermont hath b2ought his daughter on 
his ſwoꝛd and tendered her vnto the pꝛieſt, with ſuch me⸗ 
mo2able blowes, that if you ſone acknowledge not ſatiſfact- 
on, his patment will impoueriſh you of all your attendants, 
Baucamont hearing, ⁊ angry to heare this toe higlance, 
and ſwoꝛe by all the deitie of Mahomet, to bet glogiouſl re- 
uenged on Mermont, and then like a ſtoꝛmie whirle wind he 
ran into the hoſte of Montment, crying Damas, Damas,foz 
the glozy ol Damas. Chen began the ght to renue his age, 
and to ſhew hunſelfe in his luſtieſt youth , doubling the 
deaths and wounds, of the both ſides pur ſuing pagans. As 
none Baucamont being maunted on his ſtev Marcheuall, 
which ſometunes belongd to the euer renowned duke Oger, 
the father of Metuinc , he peteiued where Mermonttode 
triumphing in the conqueſt of his ſwoꝛd, whom he purſued 
with a valiant emulation, till M ermont beholding him, 
turned to encounter hun, and ſayd ; Now Baucamontres 
teiue from my ſwoꝛd the lone ſalute of Berea,whombefoze 
thou ſhaltemoy,thisearth,the comms receptacle ofthe dead. 
ſhal be mine infant havitation. Then with their wounding 
heeles ſpurring their hoꝛſes they encountredeither other ſo 
furiouſly , that both flew from their hozſes to the ground, 


4 Aſſone as Clariſſa beheld the king his maſter ouer- 
thꝛowen, as it his coward heart had a ſympathie of euery 
mans afflictions,he betoke himſelſe to ſlight, but far had not 
the wings his woe boꝛne hun, but a pagan, who all the day 
had obſerued his faint hartednes came vpon hun, and gaue 
him ſuch a blow with his\wozd,that he tell ſont dead from 
his hoꝛſe veldingto a ſhametull lite, a ſodaine death. But al 
this while Mermont & Baucamont aſlailed ech st het "oy 
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ſuch kingly magnilicente, that al the army ſtod in an amaze 
to behold them. In the end Mermont by the helpe of many 
handes was remounted, after which he aſſailed Baucamont 
with ineſtimablecruelt p, pet he by the mir aculous atde of his 
powers, which were 1fi;te,deferded himſelfe, a de ſpight of 
ſpight got on the bache of Marcheual. Then began the bats 
tel, as if til then it had not begun, during which lamentable 
cffuſton the lung Sallames percenung Eclamard who had 
ſlaine à countleſſe number of his hoſt, came running againſt 
him ⁊ gaue him ſuch a well wi hing blowe, that if the pagan 
had not ſpadily tumnd, he had neuer turnd moꝛe than the laſt 
turne which turneth to lite eternal: notwithtznding , the 
blowe was ſent f.o:n ſo willing a ſpirit oł anger, that glans 
ting dawne it biſſeuerd his hand from his arme, which when 
Eclamard felt. he ſpurted his hoʒſe, and betone his flight to 
his tent, whileſt the whole armie which then were ſadly diſ⸗ 
comfozted,adu:fed him to returne and incloſe Mermont, 
which Sallames vnderſtanding fozthwith gaue tounſell to 
retrait, leſt that a ſodaine incloſure ſhould defeit their gotten 
happiueſle, which they did maſt honoꝛablp, retiring pate by 
pate to the towne,their faces (fill fixf on theix enemies: but 
in this retraite Mcrmontloft much becauſe B aucamont fo- 
lowed exctediug cloſe, pet neuertheleſſe, the other ſive loſt 
much moze, who returned to their tents diſcontented , be⸗ 


tauſe vnteuenged. Now was Mermont bzonght to his pal⸗ 


lace, where his Quene and daughter roiallp receiued hun, 
demaunding both his health and ſucceſſe in battell, which he 
repoꝛted in doubtfull maner, ſaping, both ſi des had loſt, pet 
aſſuring them that Baucamont ſhould neuer liue to enioy 
Bercazto which wozds Berea gaue humble thanks with 
pzincely reuerence. Then demanded Berea what was be- 
come of Clariſſa, to whom the king ſayd, At thou loueſt me 
daughter name not the baſe traitoꝛ, whoſe cowarviſe would 
neuer gue him leaue to ſtrike one blowe either with (wozy 
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oꝛ lance, till he was ſlayne by the hands ofa common ſoul⸗ 


dier. Many other diſcourſes the king and his barons held, til 
ſupper being ſerued, they ſate downe:which no ſoner finiſh- 
ed, but Berea went to the chamber of Clariſſas chamberlain, 
to whom ſhee repozted his maſters death. Lady ( ſapd he) 
griene not foꝛ his deſtinie, foꝛ why his merite was ol al men 
leaſt deſeruing, t he altogether vamete, either foꝛ ſkirmiſh 
02 battell, 4nd there he diſcourſed vnto her all his ſtolne glo⸗ 
ry,how the p2:3e he had befoze wonne, was not his, but the 
zowelle of ponng Mruine, and that he himſelte had bene 
many times armed in his name. And laſly,of the vngentie- 
manly blow he gaue him, betauſe he refuſed fo weare his ar⸗ 
mour, ⁊ beare the tandard of Mermont in that laſt battell. 


CHAP, XII. 


1 The arriual of Jacob, and Bu bin at Brandis. 2 The pre- 
ſenting of the letter to the Counte. 3 Mernine is deli- 
uered to them. 4 Mineæ per ſw aded ¶ Voiſunt to accom- 
pany Meruine, which he did, with 400. horſemen. 


5 — —— pꝛized cup · not by 
bim eeite. but by the diuine valiant hand of het 
bel beloned Meruine, modeſtly ha heatt 
capzed in her boſome , and chee vnoble tocontaine her 
thoughts , departed to her chamber. where ictt thꝛowing 
her ſelfe vpon her bed, and l wehe 
2 Ute; 
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The firſt part of 
lute, che apparelled her voice tothe ſounding ffrings , and 
ſung in this maner: 


Eyes with your teares, blind if you bee, 
Why haue thoſe teares ſucheyes to ſece 
Poore eyes, if your teares can mooue 
My teares, eyes then mult moane my lone: 

Then eyes ſince you haue loſt your ſight, 

Weepe ſtill, and reares ſhall lend you light, 

Till both diſſolue, and both want night. 


No, no cleare eyes, you are not blind, 
But in your teares diſcerne my mind, 
Tearcs is the language which you ſpeake, 
Which my heart counting, it muſt breake: 

Then ceaſe ill tongue to tell my wrongs, 

My ſighes ſhall get them better tongs, 

To tell what heauen to loue belongs. 


After ſhe had ſung this as if the lute doubled her imagina⸗ 
tions, ſhe thzew it from het, t with erected hands + beteared 
eyes, ſhe ſayd. Zhou onely honour to beautie, exellent Mcr- 
uine, be grattons to my thzall,and retozte my miſerie,+ you 
gentle windes,quickly and with eafie murmare,conuey my 
paſſions into his eares, whereas pet neuer entred my lamen⸗ 
tations: be ſpeedie honourable Iacob, and aſſure the honoʒ of 
my affections,el(e ſhall my defires be my death and loue my 
burial:thus lamented ſhe. in whom woe was lonely ,becauſe 
ado2ned with her loue: but Meruin altogether ſkilleſſe of her 
complaint led in Brandis a moſt pleaſant and velecable life: 
fo: why?the Connteſſethereof did loue him with a moſt per⸗ 
fit and ſincere lone, ſo likewiſe did Minca, whoſe careful in- 
timacie ſo regarded him, that it was mozelabozſome foz him 
fo wilh, then to attaine the end ol his wich, but theabſolately 
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verfnous Meruine neuer had vnchalt thought, noz euer ac- 
compaaied woman but Berea, whom he married, and beg2te 
of her Orient, the father of the ſeauen ugnes, as is waitten 
in the holy hiſkozic o? Godfrey of Bul!c1n, But J will leaue 
them, and returne to Iacob and Barbin, who axi iuing at 
Brandis, and cemunng to the houſe of Minea, were ſolenme⸗ 
ly rectiued et het and all her at ten dans. Then Harbin in- 
quired of the health of Meruine, and was aſurrdbp her, 
that he was excelleritly well, foz that ſhe had ſupped with 
him the laſt night. Chen he told her that his occaſions im⸗ 
p02:uned him to goe to the earles court ts deliuei him a lets 
ter foz the reccaſeof Meruine. The muſike of this newes 
entred harſhly into herearcs,foz that ſhe wicht nothinglefſs 
then the departure of Azeruine, pet ſhe ceueted it vnder a 
deceitful ſhavowe of cor tentment, andthcnconducted them 
to theeatles pallace, where thep found him with a falcon on 
his fiſt: ( fo2 dis delight was wholy in banking) but wh 


the Counts beheld Minea, he ſapd, Lady, what occaſion hach 


dzawen pou into theſe parts? Then Iacob dzawing fwzth 
the letter gaue the carle this ſalutation. 


Mahomet that is our god, and the god of Aſia, pzeſerue 
the mightie king Mceurmoat , and bleſſe pou , whom that 


god king kindly regreteth by theſe letters. Then in mot 


humble maner, kiling the ſuperſcription, he pꝛelen⸗ 
ted them to his hands, who bzeaking open 

the ſeales,read them, the tenure 
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tothe Counte Prandis. 


Oſt thriſe excellent and re- 
nowmed Counte Brandis, 
we haue beene aduertiſed, 
that for jan occaſion of no 
great moment, more then 


therwiſe you repell, and effect the 


re 


1 
866065660 


contrary, expect nothing, 
but the vttermoſt worſt 
oft our indgnation. 


Written at Momtment, 


and figned Merment , 


79 = 
the hiſtorie of Met uine. 


No ſoner had the early read this letter which Berea hay 
compoſed and ſeated with her fathers ſeale, but heſayd to Ia- 
cob, honourable ſir, your welcome is as god as your owne 
deſires can intreat,and moſt willingly ſhal you haue Meruin 
reſtoꝛed, who il he had wzongdme a thouſand fold moze then 
he hath, yet would J deliuet him foz the lous of the famous 
king Mermont, to whom J am in kinrednaref allied: . 
aſſure his highneſſe that if J had knowen him fo2 one of his 
ſubiects, J would not haue detained him foz a kingdome. 


3 Tis vaine to make a long tale ofa light ſubiect:Mernine 
was ſent fo2, 4dctinered to Iacob g: his father Barbin, who 
acceptedhim with al io y and imbzated him with the higheſt 
contentment: and he on thother part did that duetifull teue⸗ 
rence, which either a ſon ought, oz a father exp cceth. Then 
the earle ſapd vnto hun, Mcruin this night will J do ther to⸗ 
no2 to ſup with me becauſe fe the loue of king Mermont 4 
haue ſoꝛgotten thy miſtemgs: e thenthe Sewer being au i⸗ 
ued,the kings ſeruice was ſent vp, a they feaſted with great 
pompe. The ſolemmtie being ended, Jacob, Barbin 4 Mer- 
uin, went with Minca, te hei heuſe, where they lay fo2 that 
night: yet befoze they went to their reſt, lacob dzew Meruin 
apart in ſecte t, and told him in wel couched ph2afes,adozned 
with a melt graue 4 taied cormtenance that the diſune lady 
ok all hearts only bꝛautiſull H rea ſaluted him ſending him 
that ſacred chaſte «: dd on which no time could ontweate, 
noz fozce violate. In hie te. he laid open ail the large volume 
of her loue, s how ſhe dad coinpoſed that letter which was the 
meane of his redemption, with mar p other teſtimomesofher 
holy deſires ; tuen on the tip of lacobs tongue, as he was fal- 
king, ſate Koue heading new darts, and krom thence toke his 
flight into the heart of Meruine, where he commented of all 
that was ſpoken, doubling each pꝛaiſe, and redoubling euery 
perfection, and in the end, in that religious Sanctuane, ſet 
44 downs . 
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The firſt part of 


dowone this immoueable judgement, that Berca was moſt 
excellent, wozthy of all loue, e therefoze by him ſhouldeuer 
be beloued. Yence began the ſparkles of loues pureſt oder, 
and hence grew an vnlimited defire in Meruine, ſpeedily to 
behold his new ſelected goddefſe. Then lacob pꝛeſented lo 
hum from hir a paixe of goꝛgeous gloues,on which was ime 
bꝛodered a turtle done in a bowerof roſes, and this Motto, 
Neuer ever alone, which Meruin teteiued as kindly,as they 
were ſent willingly,often killing and rekiMingthem, as the 
bleſſedenſigns ofa foꝛtunate loue. By this the night grew 
old, ſo that euery one betoke them to their reſt: but Mer- 
uine that night indented with his new thoughts that they 
fhould exile ſlæpe from his eyes, and make his teſt the reſt- 
ing on his loues imaginations 3 an d (9 they did. 


4 But when 44inea perteiued that Meruine muſt (@ 
ſone depart,ſheſent a meſſenger in all haſte ts Croiſant, to 
intreate him to bzing all his power to conduct Aferuine ty 
his owne country : the which he did,bzinging with him to 
Bꝛandis foure hundzed hozſemen his attendants, When 
the mozning had ſet open the gates, though which the day 
might pafſe, Aferuine aroſe and deſired his father t; the reit 
to make haſte in their departure: te longed ercedingly to 
ſe his bzother Tyrus , and the reft of his kinred : but they 
that could haue read on the table ot his deſires might haue 
ſane it was Berea to whom his withes aſpired . By this 
they were all ready, then // inea bzought him his armes, 
and his ſwoꝛd, and one of his ſquites bought him his mare 
Mot ant, whereon he lightly vauted without the aide of 
ſcirrop, and ſaid ; Ladies, to whom my ſeruice is bound in 
an eternall band, be Mahomet cueegratious to you, and 
graunt von all what you can deſire , At this the counteiſſe 
and Minea kiſt hum, and then they departed : but the earle 
himſelſe would needs be their conduc to their ſhips, gining 

| Iaco 
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lacob a letter to deliner king Ai ermont, impoꝛting that 
he hav ſet Meruine quit efall accuſations. And further, 
that if his mateſty pleaſed to commaund him oz his power 
the enemies ol his commonwealth , hee was ready, 
and would take it fo2 a grace of vnſpeakable kindnes, Thug 
hauing bzought them to their ſhips, and ſeene them abwzd, 
with triumph he returned to his caſtle, and Iacob, Barbin, 


Meruine, Croiſant, and the 400. hozſemen bequeathed ” 


themſelues to the fauo; ofthe ſeas and the winds mercy, of 
whom we will ceale to ſpeake. and treat of other matters, 
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t The incounter betweene Galen, Rot herus, the ſonne of 
Oluer and Meruine, 2 Of the good knight Drobes. 
who yeelded himſelfe to Aerume. 


toy maketh mention, that in the ſame time 
"Re that Mcruine was departed from Bꝛandis, 
is vefozc waitten , there was ſailing vpon 
that ſea, vpoa wi;h ye then daunced, many 
French Chꝛiſtian knights, that foꝛſoke the floſv2ie coun- 
treyof Fraunce, ts behold the diuine ſepulchꝛe of their holie 
Saulour, amongſt whom Oliuer that was exterminated 
by Marfilius, had begottenon Jaquelin, whom Oliuer the 


RAY 
AE; 


beautiful daughter of the rich king named Hugues of Con- 
ſfantinopte , at ſuch time as the truce was made by Char- 


:emaine and his twelue percs , There was alſo with this 
Gallicn 
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Galien, Rotherus another knight, the rem#bzance of whoſe 

vettue nught exceedingly wel equal the moſt pzaiſe-wozthy 

reputatis : he had to name Drobes, who after that time be- 

came friend to Meruin, as ſhalbe fully mentioned in this pꝛe⸗ 
ſent hiſloꝛ y. Lehold now theſe chꝛiſtians chaſed by the vn- 

mercifull fury ofa violent ſtoꝛm, ai riued nerednto Meruin, 

who firlt perceiuing them, cried to his companions , this day 

is better then a Babhoth to my deſircs, foz I diſcouer a ſhip 
laden with chziſtian gailar.ts: if it be rich be yours the pzofit 
of their wealth, vouchſafe me no botie but p;oweſſe, and ho⸗ 
1:02 to my ſweꝛd. which is al J dente to deſerue. And at theſe 
woꝛds a couragedus fire of valtant fur inuironed his heart. 
Now if the zealous minded chꝛiſtians, when they beheld the 
pagans were ouerrun wieh a donbtfull feare of their ſucceſs 
wonder not, foʒ they were but thirtie and thoſe il appointed 
both foz arniour and munition, ſo that it the eie ot᷑ heauen be⸗ 
hold them not with a pit ping aſped theit lives and honours 
are all inicopardy by the valtancy of A/cruin.Cofin Gallien 
ſald Drohes,behold how theſe pagans dzaw nete to aſſault 
vs, it Jehouah lokenct from heauen, he te ſhal our liues pay 
their laſt ſoꝛfe t. Feare not coſine(reptied Gallien) foꝛ by that 
faith J owe to thAlmightie,ſo long as I can hold mp battel 
ax in my hand ſo long wil J maintain m libert p, and doubt 
not but tc ſent thouiands ol them to heil. Ma cofine, againſt 
the foes of religion we ought to beeternaly valiat, pet if God 
in his great boke of deſtinie haue ſet don ne our trage dies in 
this cd ſlict let vs receiue th ioyfulnes what we cannot re- 
pel with vnwillingnes: Pet J pꝛoteſt to you by the greateſt 
pꝛott ſtation of a chꝛiſtian ſoule, that beto2e 3 be taken, ile 
infranchiſe ſo many pagan ſoules from their curſed bodies, 
that the crimoſin currents of their blod, ſhall veuchſafe my 
hands a perpetuall coucrture, While Gallien wag ſpeaking 
this, Mcruinc and his companions,being already pꝛeparo 


foz the battel,bozded Gallien, to whom Meruine hailed x 
deman⸗ 


i 
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demanded whence, and what they were, whoſe white croſ⸗ 
les were (ſald he the ſignes ol chꝛiſtianity which he had vo- 
wed to rot from the face sf all nations Startely was his 
laſt wozden ded, but the pagan mariners aſſaulted the chꝛi⸗ 
ſtians whom Meruinc & the te ſt with their ſwoꝛds in their 
fiſts violently ſeconded, making almoſt the beginning and 
euduig one mament. There might the eie ol man behold a 
lamentable ſpectacle ; foz of xxx Chʒiſt an ſoules in a trite 
were xxbj. bꝛeathleſle, only ii. ſuruiuing which were Gal- 
lien Drohes, and ij. others, which bꝛeathed ſcarſe a bzcath, 
befoze theix bzeaths vaniſhed but Drohes turning aloft his 
ſtælehewing ſwozd which the counte of Meulant had giuen 
him, when he fonght againſt Sodonas) lem an inſinit num⸗ 
ber of the valianteſt Darazens but Gallien caried himſelfe 
ſo couragioullp that he neuer ſtroke blo o with his are, but 
he diſleue red the life fcom the body . Zhen Croiſant ſawe 
the pꝛo welle of Gallien, he cried vnto his people, that they 
ſhould nat fo2 a wozld kil him, bicauſe he would pꝛeſent him 
as a great eſtimate to king Mermont: but that wo2zd of lifes 
ſafety coſt him moze by much than he deſired to tender: foz 
Gallien (mote ſo thicke with his axe, that the Pagans in 
aboundance tumbled into the ſea, Gallien ſill crying ©, 
George and me; and withall crying}; Thou holy Lamb of 
Inda,comfozt thy people, All this while the valiant acts of 
Mcrune the ſon of Oger did, were wonders beyond won⸗ 
der, and moze than woꝛds haue power fo deliuer: pet what 
he did, he ill did, fith it was to cxalt Mahomet, g; ſhew him⸗ 
elfe an inuincible pagan , pet ought he not be hated fo2 his 
miſbelieſe but curſe with immoꝛtall male diction that falſe 
fairy Gratiana, who ſtealing him, told not the trueth ot his 
birth and being. Gallien and Nrokes made greaf reſiſtance 
ag unſt the JÞagans , but the highell v ure is pꝛoũttleſſe as 
gainſt an h:gherreſolution . Aheretoꝛe coin Drohes, ſaid 
Gallien, let me kule the, and bid the fart well, fox here ſhal 

our 
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The firſt part of 
dur bodies vnſundered, ſunder their acquaintance, but our 
ly J hope, umbꝛace in the highell pallace of heauen. Well 
doſt thou know, O that we had ſuc? cauieto know | how 
Ganclon the traitoz by his treaſon deliuered vnto the king 
Marcillius, my father Oliuer, and the famous Orlando, 
who died af Ronceualli ; O Oliuer my father,thou ſcourge 
of Darazens turne back into heauen , Thusſpake the wile 
Gallien, whom Meruine beholding with the eies of perfite 
anger, and ſwing that none of his people durſt appꝛoach 
him, cried, retite thou valureleſſe amated nation, whoſe ears 
thy ſpirits are conſumd with thefire of this chaiſtian, to me 
belongs the conſlia, to me the repatation. App2oaching to 
Gallicu, he ſaid, Craitoz,all thy defentes are but miſts that 
baniſh from thy lafety,great hath bin thy conqueſt, greater 
thy faalt foꝛ ſuch conqueſt and greate ſt now ſhall be thy o⸗ 
uerthzow : Petfoz thy valure fake, J will contradict my 
iudgement, pield and thy life is ſaued. Mere it not fo2 cha⸗ 
ritie(ſaid Gallien) J chould hate thy ſoule, but thy bedy be 
aſſured, J deteſt, yet my ſelfe much moze , ſhould 3 haue 
but halte a thought of ſubmiſſion ; neuer was there pagan 
boꝛne, to whom J will be obedient: and at that woꝛd he 
ſf:ucke a pagan that appꝛoched him with ſuch ſurie, that he 
fell dead heldze Mernin. Meruin behelding this true mag⸗ 
nanimity : dad not euen at that inſtant wꝛath thꝛuſt pittie 
from ber ſoueraignty,he had both ſaued and loued bim, but 
being blinded with emulation, he ruſht vpon Gallien, and 
ſtrucke him vpon the head, that he claue him euen vnto the 
girdle. o alas Gallien the ſoune of Oliver, agmemoza- 
ble fog his vertues, as famous foz his vicozies , is now 
Caine : fozgine him great Ioue that flew him, and pet it 
was a wound that wounded all chziſtendome, 


2 Now is Drohes alone, and pet not alone, fo; ſeeing 
Gallien dead, he was conlozted with inflaite . 
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and as twere armed with their inuifible tumults, he ware 
that befoze he died, he wonld reuenge his death, then flew 
he amongſt the pꝛoudeſt S ira ins ſending infinites to at- 
tend him whom he loged , bnt alas their courſes were con- 
trarp, foz Gallien aſcending , they deſcented Do like a 
careleſſe mad man, only diſcreetiy wiſe in the wales of pꝛo⸗ 
weſſes did Drohes behaue bimſcife, that leauing his own, 
he boꝛded the ſhip where the Nagans were inhauſed , and 
there defended and offenved with ſuch valpcakable coꝛage, 
that not any but ſtartet backe and refuſed to aTatle him. 

Jeſus, ſaid Drohes, that madeſt the croſſe gloꝛious by thy 

paſſion, ſhall J. O muſt J die here, and thus vnreuenged, 
with that woꝛd he leapt into a litle boate that was behind 
at tho ff: rn of the ſhip and ſwoꝛe by holy Mary that who ſo 
entred there, he would be his deaths man: toz lithence he 

was alone, he would ſell his owne + his lellowes lines, at 

the rate of a blody tribute. Then came Meruin all amazed, 
ſaying: Chziſtian, fo2 pure loue only of thy vertue ; if thou 

wilt pteld, and truſt mine honozablercputation,by Maho- 
met, and him thou calleſt thy redemer,thon ſyalt hauc no 

harme. only the title of my pꝛiſoner, and fo2 therenswne of 
thy valiancte ſhalt goe whither foztune ſhall conduc mer: 
this do, and ſo do, otherwiſe by Alcaron , my honour and 
my ſwo2d, inſtantly either thou 02 J.will beentertained 
into devths manſon. Drohes hearing the thunder, pet the 
wat thunder of Meruins ſpeach, albeit it made but a dole⸗ 
full melody in his cares, pet entring into many ſouldierlike 
conſiderations , both of after aduenture , and pꝛeſent dan⸗ 
ger, gutded by the grace of God and his god Angell, he ac⸗ 
cepted a will to accept thoſe conditions ſaping to himſelfe: 
By that celeſtial virgin who bare the fruit of life it is better 
to be in pꝛiſon, and pꝛolong life with ſome hope, then pze- 
ſently die, and the ſoule vnſatiſſied. Then raiſing his voice 
aloft; Roble pagan,qdhe to Mcruinc, on theſe * 
at 
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(hat neither my life be violated. no J v2ged to deny my reli⸗ 
gion, Jyald my fcife, Chſttan qo Meruin J aſſure it the: 
then rohes dellucrd vp his twopd, and Meruine receined 
if, At the inſtant of this aduenture, there ſtod by a pagan, 
who boiled to ſhew himſelfe a notable variet , and ſeeing 
Drohes imthout armes, he ſmote him ouer the face, ſaping 
Cullame, thy death is ſwoꝛne. Mith that Meruine turned 
back, in whom rage bp deſert challenged an intereſt, bicanſe 
both his faith and honour was pꝛofaned, ſaying to the Pas 
gan, Thou ſon ofa common vnſatiſfied whoze, pꝛoue why 
thou ſmoteſt this Chꝛiſtian, who is yielded my p2rſoner, avid 
to whom by warranty my reputation is ingaged: with that 
Meruine lifted vp Drohes ſwozd being naked in his hand, 
and ſtroke the Pagan, that he claue him tothe teth : then 
amplifying his pꝛoteſtation ſaid, Wy Mahomet, i there be 
any man, of what eſtate ſoeuer , that impeacheth my pꝛo⸗ 
miſe, 02 doth my woꝛd w2ong to any ch2ittian, this hand, 
and this ſwoꝛd ſhall miniſter reuenge : foz all my derds ſhal 
be iuſt and religious. O immoꝛtall cre atoꝛ (ſaid Drohes to 
himſelfe how well wozthy is this Pagan to rule a monar⸗ 
chie / J haue not ſene a creature mo;e wiſe, gracious, ne: 
moꝛe valiant. O thou that diſpoſeſt all things, diſpoſe and 
conuert his thoughts to chaiſttanity ſo ſhal he be well woꝛ⸗ 
thy of all honours , otherwiſe my thoughts are pzophets, 
pꝛeſaging an vnſpeakeable loſſe to enſue by his chiualrie. 
Theſe pꝛaiſes whiſpcred Drohes of Meruine, being but the 
firſt ſatrifices of a greater loue which enſued. Now came 
Bar bin to Meruine ſaping, My beloued ſonne, to ſtrong a 
a witnes is this blow of thy heaup diſpleaſure, J pzay the 
ofloue,cgiue not fo thy followers matter oftindignation, as 
pon haue done to him vou haue flame. Father qd Meruine, 
diſſimulation is a bꝛanch of cowardiſe, J will be plaine and 
iuſt, if the greateſt monarch vnder heauen wꝛong me , my 


ſwoꝛd ſha{l right me. Pea but ſald Barbin)feare is _ 
wit 
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with tyꝛannie 4 ſouldiers muſt be pꝛeſerued with affabllitte, 
By Mahomct anſwered he againe, J will be fearedthzough- 
out the woꝛld, t boho ſo is not feared, is not truly beloued . or 
whatſoeuer is gotten by the conqueſt of theſe chꝛiſtians, J 
deſirenothing part it amongſt you,ſaueonely this pziſoner; 
wherefoze let none doe him villanic,foz it is mine indignitie. 
This ſapd:al the pagans trembled, till with a chæretullcoun⸗ 
tenance he gaue new life to then terroꝛ: ſuch cffects of won⸗ 
der was in his beholding. Now all troubles being appeaſed, 
the pagans diuided the botie amongſt them and Mernine 
withdꝛawing himſelke into his tabin, onely made himſelke 
rich, with heaping to himſelle infinite wiſhes to behold and 
enioy the moſt admirable Berea: and in theſe cogitations he 
ſayled with ſach p2oſperous ſucceſſe, that in few dayes they 
arriued at thepozt Luternia, where they landed, two leagues 
from the hoſt of king Baucamont , who as you haue heard, 
had beſiedged Mermont within Montment, withtwahuns 
dꝛed thouſand men and had ſo continued fiue moneths, from 
the time that Bar bin and Iacob departed inqueſt foz the on⸗ 
ly valiant Meruine, whom they bzought with 300. fighting 
men,4c0, they had at their departure from Brandis, but in 
the conflict at ſea, thep loſt 1 00. Now as they marched , it 
was told Meruin that the next mozning ſhould a great bat- 
tellbe fought betweene the kings, wherefoze Meruine ſayd 
vnto Iacob, J pꝛay pou let vs adde wings to our fœte, that 
we may tlie to the beginning ofthe battel,foz in it hal Berea 
behold me either honoured o2 intombed. Thus, and in 

diſcourſes, they ſhoztned the tireſome way, palling by a little 
cottage, and thence entred into a ſmall village, but there they 
found nothing to eate ſoʒ Baucamont had deſtroied al. Thus 

will J leaue to ſpeake of Meruine, and will teturne 
to Mermont, and his foʒtunes in the 


next dapes mighty battell, 
| CHAD, 
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© ſoone as the ſun had put on the dayes gol⸗ 

den armour, Mermout atoſe and comman⸗ 

ded pꝛotlamation thzough the towne that e⸗ 

ueip one armed ſhould mount on hozſback, 

foz that day he would giue battell to Bauca . 
mont: and when all the hoſt was aſſembled, 
he oꝛdered his battalions accozding to the cuſtoms of the 
molt ancient Romanes : which done, he gaue his ſtandard 
to be caried by a notable pagan, the ſonne ol his ſiſter, na⸗ 
med Tuter, who had in his regiment.ꝛ co. he rlemen. The 
ſecond batalion was con maunded by a moſt fierce Sarazen 
called Arufait, who alſo had 20000. Murgaffier his 'b20- 
ther conducted the third:the fourth was led by the high Ad⸗ 
mirall,a man both pzoud and valiant: and the fift,the king 
himſelte commanded euery regiment being 20000.fro rank 
to ranke. Mermont the king in great maieſty paſed admo- 
niſhing his people with excellent perſuaſions, ſaping, Lozds 
and my fellows in this high wozke of foʒtitude, behold now 
the pꝛize ofthe molt excellent reſolution, make her the aime 
of pour thoughts, and winne her by your almighty actions: 
right is your aſſiſtant,and Mahomet your guide, the thing 
you 
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rau defend, is your inherilãce, ⁊ the man offending is Bau- 
camont a ſtiã 3er: an vſurper, and wozlt of all a ty;ant:be 
then valiant; and ſpare none, ſith his malice cparetdnet fo 
roteout yc u and 3 Hann other arguments of 
incouragement he blen and then iſtued out ofthe townein a 
an oꝛdered march, and pate fa pate, inas 02derly equipage 
pꝛoched their enemtes, who ſtaied, fo; them ranged and oz 
ee $a pb; Kb When Baucamont bes 
held the power of Mermont ſo well deraind and denided,he 
went from tanke to tanke, i cheared his men with theſe ſpæ⸗ 
ches: Pv Laꝛdes and Barons,foz the honour ofpournames 
euer till now eter nized, lap vp in obliuion the remembzance 
of your wiues and chilozen, and ſaue honoꝛ alone, kepeno- 
thing ſecret: out enemies are but few in number. it is uupol⸗ 
uble lo them ta hold long il euetꝑ one da his indeuour: M be 
then wondered at oz, halnte, fog the caſer to attaine , the 
greater diſhono2 not attaining, Sir, replied the chiefe com⸗ 
manders of higarune, be reſolued, that this day we wil either 
win Berea, oz al be diffolued and inthathope (et fozward to 
foztune t our canqueſt. At thoſe wozds Baucamont moun- 
ted on Marcheuall , which ſomtimes was Ogers , whole 
damme Meruin conquered, when he flew the traitour Bro- 
hars(as you haue befoze heard)and when Baucamont wag 
mounted, he cauſed a charge to be ſounded: e his foes on the 
other ſide,anſwerd with like mufick, O how gallant a thing 
it was, to heare thereuiningclamozs, to ſe the ioyning of the 
hoſtes, to behold the ſhot of one and ather ſide, in ſuch abun⸗ 
dance. that it ſeemed like a ſnow deſcending from heauen: 
when the hotceaſed, then began they tofight hand to hand, 
Mermont trying Montment, and Baucamont, Damas. 
There might vou ſaæ a flerte (kirnulh as welſ of the laine 
pag ans, as the dying woundedzthere ran the hozſes vy and 
downe, trailing theit reines in contempt after them that but 
ere while ruled eee vou ſæ a hand 1 
ſwoꝛd, 
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ſwoꝛd, but wanting a body to rule it:a man that but now 
fought to ka pe away death,. now lamenting foꝛ nothing, but 
that he could not haue death, all things confuſed,all things 
tumultuous: foz ſuch and no other is warres beauty. Mer. 
mont being valiant, pꝛickt amongſt hisenimies,erclaiming 
againſt Baucamont, andth;eatning reuenge foz the wzongs 
both to come & perfited. And in this furie he [mote a pagan 
named Malcuidant, that be tumbled dead befoze him:thence 
de paſſed and incountred Affricant, whom he flew likewiſe, 
Why ſhall 3 makelabourſome my diſcourſe? Mermont, bes 
koꝛe he ceaſed, flew ftue , i thenerpedon his ſtandard bearer, 
whom he bzought to the ftrength of his battell.Mhen Arti- 
falt ef Luterne, and Murgatfier his bzother folowed him: 
on the other fide Baucamont crted to his armie,comeon gal- 
lants, ii any haue conrage,let him follow me, and he hal not 
onely win gold but kingdoms. Mith Baucamonts ſ 

his ſouidters toke ſuch courage, that in deſpight ot foꝛtune, 
Mermont and his hoſte were compelled to retire. Duing 
the blacke ſunne-ſhine of this contagious day Berea was at 
CTurgon ſtanding on a tower, from whence ſhee beheld the 
battell; «when the ſaw her fathers army retire; with a pity⸗ 
ing ſigh ſher ſayd, Ah Mahomet, that out men had new 
ſtrengths, oz better foꝛtunes: with that wiſh enterer the 
thoughts of Meruine into het memoꝛie, foꝛ whom ſhe excer⸗ 
dingly lamented ſaping Deare loue moſt excellent, becauſe 
onely woꝛthy tobecxcellent, O how tardie are thy plumes, 
that coniey thee with no moze ſped to our affiiatb?thou ſtai⸗ 
eſt to long, O thou ſtaieſt to long, come ſpedily my lone, 0; 
theſe iron blowes of our enemias will confound vs, O bleſſe 
mine eyes once againe with the ſight of thywalure,els ſhall 
my ſdule leaue my body, becauſe my body ſhal be compelled 
to fozſakethie.Thus,and with theſe teares of lamentation, 
tomplair ed the fo2 her abſent lone, who ſtaied in the village 
where we left him, enen vntill mozning , CLP 
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aroſe,armed himſelte, and goꝛgeouſly adoznedthe top ot his 
delmet, by faſtning thereon the gloues ſent him from Berea, 
Thas axmed, he mounted on Mordant, and pacing fwzth, 
found all his troupe ready attending his comming · and ſo in 
warlike maner they all departed, but in their marching Mer - 
vine called Drohes to him, aud ſayd, Chꝛiſtian, if by that 
faith which ſo much thou holdeſt inuiolate, thou wilt this 
day aide vs inthe battell,to which we are marching, J will 
both doe thee honour, command thee armes, and reuerence 
thy reputation. In faith repiyed he) oz what els thou canſt 
image J effeme deerer, J will: veither doubt mer fo2 diſs 

loialtie,fith if all thine army ſhould renounce thee, Drohes 
would die faithfully by thee. At thoſe woꝛdes Meruine com 
manded him armes; and when Drohes was armed, he made 
a vow, that if that dap he encountred the pagans , then the 
Diſcipline and Juſtice iſſuing from his \wozd , ſhould te⸗ 
ſifie,that the death of Gallien Rothorus hould not ſleepe 
vnreuenged. Now had they ridden ſofarre, that by the giant- 
begotten cloudes,and the murmuting rumoꝛ of tge froubled 
dire, they might ſee they were not facre from the battell; a- 
none they might heare the noiſe, thecries and the incoun- 
ters, all which aTured their fozmer imaginations, 


2 Then pꝛicking moze eagerly foꝛ ward, they haſted to bs 
made parties in the conflict, pet ers they could appꝛoch · by ill 
chance Mermont was dauert hzown by Baucamont, Fs in de⸗ 
fpight ol his follo wers, taken pꝛiſoner:to whom Baucamont 
with reniling woꝛds ſayd Waſſale to my foztune,this day is 
the laſt of thy lifes date, and thy death Gall be hameiull thy 
daughter in ſpight will J tearefrom thy poſeffion,yet wil J 
lie with her but one ſole night, ſoꝛ alter J will beſtow her on 
Pimon mine embaſſavo2 to whb thou thꝛeatnedſt death ſoʒ 
bꝛinging my meſCage:ſuch ſhame will J heap on thycrown, 


ſuchſcandattothy foztane, Zhisſaid, Baucamont talld Au- 
G 2 tifer, 
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ti fer, and commanded him to tonuey Mermont to his tent, 
til he had vtterly diſcomũted the reſt of his army. Then tok 
they Mermont and bound him with ſtrongcoꝛds, and mul⸗ 
fling his eies leſt he ſhuld ſee any alteration in that baſe ma⸗ 


ner, haled hun to their tints. 


But as Meru ine tid aſide diſcourſing with Iacob, the 
god merchant lac ob perteiued how pittileſly his kung was 
martired with his toꝛmentoꝛs: whet efoꝛe, as if his eies had 
wounded his heart, he cried to Meruine, O ſaue him, ſaue 
him: behold, king Mermont taken, diſhonozed 4 tozmen- 
ted. Meruin, as if awakhed from a ſlumber, at ſuch exclaim⸗ 
ing, loking about, and ſæing him, ſmote the mare with his 
ſpurs, who like a whirlewind carried him againſt Antifer. 
Ve appꝛoaching ſoneare that the ſound of his woꝛds might 
be retained, he cried „ Mermont my king, feare not thy ill 
fo2tune, fo2 in deſpite of theſe villaines, J will recarry the 
into ontment, at that wozd he encountreda pagan called 
Eſclardy, nephew to Baucamont, and with ſuch comman/ 
ding violence,that no t&e)e durſt withſtand it, but the head 
of his lance made a paſſage both thꝛough his har! and bopp; 
he dead, Meruime chered his followers,chiefly Drohes, to 
whom he ſaid 3 Abſolutely valiant Chziſtian, J challenge 
ther, make god the couenant betwixt vs , ſpare neither king 
noꝛ pꝛince, commander noꝛ follower: then ſpurred they two 
in amongſt the pagans, in ſuch lozt , that as the ripe cozne 
befoze the ſhearers, ſo fell they befoze them. Then Meruin 
appꝛoching to Mermont, whom a Turk holding, Meruine 
gaue hun a blow that claue him to the girdle. After vulos 
ſing the kings bonds, and giuing him liberty to ſee his re⸗ 
demption, ſaid vnto him, famous king, and my loues ſoue- 
raigne,my wo2k ts but the wozk of duty, command my liſe 
fa; thy ranſome. As Mermont was about to reply and ims 


bzace him, Acruine ſtaꝝd him, ſaying, what J do, A cught 
doe, 
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do, hereafter ſhall waite mine allegennte: hold, lace on your 
helmet, and J will pzouide you a þozſe to mount on, 


4 With that he beheld Antifer, who was pꝛintely moun- 
fed, t came thus to him; Pagan, of neceſſity you muſt pꝛe⸗ 
ſent me your hozſe fo2 the king my ſoueraigne : and fo2 a 
ful point to his ſpeach,he gaue him a blowe crofle the beuer, 
as he fell downe moztally wounded . Mcruine take his 
hozſe, and theron mounted king Mermont, whoſe top none 
can ſpeake ot but thoſe that haue taſted his afflition. Pow 
began a maruelous battell, wherein all did very well, pet e⸗ 
uery one couetous to do moze : pleaſant and louely it was 
to behold Drohes, who thinking euery pagan he mette the 
murderer of Gallien, ſenf thouſands to heil, that had not 
ſen Gallien, but aboue all, Meruine ſurpaſſed, who neuer 
lifted vp his hand, but death followed the falling. At theſe 
two Mermont wondzed, ſwearing within himſcife the one 
was Mahomer,the ther Apollo, and that they were tome, 
the one to ſhew deitp, thother to attaine a greater conqueſk 
than the death afPichon. Jn fine he ſaid, both were his af- 
fiſtants,bicauſe bis quarrell was lawfull In ſuch ſozt did 
Meruine and Drohes behaue themſelnes,thatof zooo that 
caried away Mermont, not one eſcaped, but either ſlaine 02 
ſoꝛe wounded - A Sarazen beholding this fight, ſ&ing two 
thus triumphant oner ſo many thouſands , ſmote his hozſe 
with his ſpurs , and came running to Baveamontr, crying, 
Kingof Damaſcus retire foꝛ enen Mahomet and Jehouah 
are come to fight againlt thee, Mermont is recouerd and thy 
men diſcomfited,two fo2 two millions are much tomightie, 
retire then, retire, ſoꝛ ſaue death thoucanſt haue no compa⸗ 
nion. Night-rauen,quoth Baucamont)care foz thine owne 
foule , I ſcozne thy p;opheſies , pet tell me from whom, oz 
from what part are thoſe people arriued. Jnſfantly (ard he) 
pou ſhall ſ& them aſcending e valley, fie, ſlie fo 

3 death 
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death is in their fozeheads, T raitoꝛ ſaid Baucamont, turn 
the and bzing me to them. Not foꝛ the wealth of the woꝛld 
anſwerd he againe, fo2 by Iupiter J had rather mountaines 
ſhould fall vpen me, then the wzath ef thoſe intaged people 
ſhould by aduenture find me: and in this ſaping, he ftroke 
bis hoꝛſe and flew ouer the fleld, feare giuing him wings and 
flight bearing him beyond the compaſle ofcies pzoſpec . No 
ſoner was he gone, but Baucamont percetued the appzoach 
of Meruine. Then muftred he his people together, ſaying, 
Neuer till now houered the crowne of Gloꝛie duet vs, win 
and weare it: fo2 ſæ, be that commands it, coms vnto vs 
to pꝛeſent it, and with that he ſmote M archeuall , and chars 
ged Meruine. Meruine on thother fide gaue Mordant the 
reine totncounter with Baucamont : their carier was like 
the meting of two tempeſts from two ſeuerall coznergof 
the earth: but Mcruine hit Baucamont ſuch a blew, that 
he fclfrom his courſer to the ground, neither had he euer rat- 
ſed his head from the earths pillow, had not a band of 4000 
come in to his reſcue, Betwixt him and them. a ſingular to 
aninfinit plurall began a ſterte, doubtful and vndping com⸗ 
bate Iacob this while the god merchant valiantly behaued 
himſelfe, ſo alſo did Croiſant and Barbin , whoſeſwoꝛdes 
bare liueries of their Lozds wages pet when I thinke on 
Ateruinc and Drohes , the dads of the others were but as 
margent notes totheit huge volums:there might one ſe c<- 
fuſton in her ropalty, heads without hands, hands withoaf 
bodies, legs without fect, thiabs like fat moung;there you 
might ſe ſtones bꝛ ken with bodies burden, yea burdened 
bodies by ſtones bꝛoken: all things hozrible, yet nothing but 
honozable:tbere lap pagan ſlain on pagan, miſbe lie ſe on vn⸗ 
beltentng, while Dr@hes ſmiled to fee ſelſe religion, ſelſe dil⸗ 
cipline andlawconfoundone another , and b. ganne to pꝛide 
bizaiſclfe, that that day his dæds ſhould be eternized. But at 
this time what Meruin did is impoſſible to deſcribe, becauſe 


they 
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thep aſcended higher than mon tall capacity, Ye incountered 
Africanrt, and flue him, ſo did he thadmirall, whom hozſe and 
man he bare Bown ta the ground. Mhat ſhal J ſay mozezal 
foce was no fo2ce , when his fozce gaineffod it as Yares 
from dzunts, Lambs from lions, Fawnes from tygcers, ſo 
flew the pagansbefo2e him. UWlhat he did. what his power 
ſought to do, was all this while beheld both by Berca and 
het mother, who ſtod next her, and fromthe tickling ſpirit 
of her heart,ſaid to her daughter: Faire ſoule, ſæſt thou not 
ponder pagan , whole atmcs are uke ſunne ſhine and his 
deeds better then the ſunnes beauty: in his heim he wears 
two gioues a ſwimming ſwan in a bolver of roſes: on me 
ſoule he is not moꝛ tall, foz his deeds ate teleſliall. his pꝛo⸗ 
welle is heroicall. and his tar iage like the god ol warrefare, 
Berca heat ing her mothers ſpeaches it ſeemed the Roſes in 
Meruines headpiete were fled thence te her cheeks foꝛ ſhe 
pꝛettiſy blu ſhed, and thought ot her loue Heruine, and as 
ſhe loked do wne toward him, her thougSts,the trueſt he- 
ralds of a loning conteit, told her it was he alone that ſo gal⸗ 
lantly behaued himſeife to the wonder ok all men. W how 
wit that imagination lone gaue new fire to his old flame, 
and ſurpꝛiſed her with delicate thinktngs $ then grew ches 
dumbe with admiring, ghing becauſe ſhe was dunbe,blu- 
thing to heare her ſelſe ügh . e then grew palc,leſfhir dumb⸗ 
nes, hing and bluſhing, ſhould of other than her own etes 
be perceiucd . After this war of maiden lakes had taken a⸗ 
little truce with her intentions , thus to her heart her heart 
whiſperd. Thou God of my fozefathers, how excellent haſt 
thau made my ione! death being moſt fierce, fearing, is bes 
come his vaCaile, attend him death, but tauch him not. Ag 
ſhe wagimagintng moze, her mother turned about. and per⸗ 
cetuing her diſtraught in countenance , challenging the di- 
ſtemperature of lakes, aſked what the ailed,and deſiced no- 
thing to be hidden from her. an” (ſaid che) Jielt — 
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ment ofſuch vehemencie take hold on me, as no creature can 
imagine. Mahomet defend my father, foz 3 feare ſome euil. 
Chus ditſembled ſhe with her mother, Meruine being the 
loarftarre by which all her lodgings were guided, All this 
while fell deſtruction from the ſwo2Dof Meruine vpon the 
pagans who like larkes vnder the wings of a hobby, fought 
holes in the earth to hide them. Drohes purſued his fates 
fteppes, and the neareſt ofanyinutated his vertues . Now 
was Baucamont remgunted once mo2e , and paſſing tho- 
row his ranks, gaue them new inco2agement, reuiling the 
newcome ſtrangers, and diſabling their actions, though his 


wounds bare bleeding witnes of their wozths, 


5 Wiher: he had done, he charged afreſh tpon Mermont, 
and that with ſuch tmpꝛegnable violence, as he ouerthzew 
him hozſe and man to the ground, but with ntmble agilitie, 
he ſone reconered his fete, and dꝛawing his (wozd,bzandi- 
thed it to; his defence , All that hew of inagnanimity had 


but little auailed to his p;ofit if Mcruin had not againe by 


chance come to his reſcue , who cried aloud, Mermont my 
king, deferre (hy foꝛtune but a moment, and ile yield ſuccoz 
to thy life : and then ruſhing amongſt the thickeſt,he ſfraks 
Gyrion onthe head, cleauing him tothe waſte. Afterhim, 
the next, and the next ſparing none that was within his in⸗ 
counter. When Baucamont ſawe death and deſtin lie in 
Meruins ſwoze, like a man made deſperat.bicauſchis eſtate 
was d2ſperate , he toyned himſelfe to Meruine, ſtriking 
ſo violent a blowe , as he tlaue inſunder the creſt of his hel- 
met, but lo his head didnoharme but amazement.Meruin 
diſpleaſed at his entertainement , dzew Entrant his ſwozd, 
and without o her ſalutation firokeat Þaucamont withal 
his puiſſance. T he pagan king fearing the blow,reriredalit- 
tle : pet had hee neuer bzeathed ante moze malice , if the 


woꝛd had not turned in the hand of Mcruine , which on 
thun⸗ 
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thunder bolt fell on the arme ol haucamont, and that in ſuch 
heauy maner, that the armoꝛ, ſhouldet 4 a, were cut aſun- 
det. When Meruine ſaw him thus ſpoiled ol his defender in 
ie ſting maner he ſayd, kin: Haucamont, it is time no w the 
woꝛld excuſe pou from theſe marttall occurrents, ſith the fit⸗ 
teſt fo2 you ts a monaſticall function: ſap hencefwzth fo2 the 
loue of Mahomet yon will abiure por:r folly, haning pated to 
this god king your right arme foz a ranſome. Thus hauing 
ſapd,he returned to Mermont, $remounted him the ſecond 
time, but Mermont in whom was mgraftev a ſtrong belicfe, 
that Mernine was Mahomet, with pzoſtrate humblenelle 
ſayd vnto him, great and a mighty God of moſt excellent au⸗ 
thotztie, this day hath thy godnefſe newly created me, and 
made my lite moze happy then the liurs of my fozefathers, 
hencefwzth be gratious to my pꝛoca dings great lozd of sur 
teligion, and J wil make thy name be rung thꝛough all nati⸗ 
ons, thy temple J wil multiply, 4 all thineoznaments ſhall 
be ofpureſl ſiluer, Mcruin ſing the blindneſſe ol his amo ze⸗ 
ment, raiſed him from his pzoftracie,{aying,no, but you are 
decetued, you are deceiued, J honoz him e you:and with that 
he ruſht agapaeinto the battel,Tbus while Drohes and the 
other behaued themſelues valtantly, effecting ſuch feates of 
knightly chinalrie, that fozce perfo2ce, they dꝛaue to retraite 
the holke of Baucamont, many flying, none abiding till the 
mightie king E{clamart cauſed all his troupes which came 
fozthe ſuctour of Baucamont, being 1 0000 @arazens, all 
freſhand vnfoiled, hauing as pet not ſtriken one blowe, to 
turne vpon their enemies like a ſteꝛme begotten by a ſtoʒme 
inthe meneth of Apzill. When Mermont pertetued them, 
and confidering his people and hozſes were weatie vnable fo 
withſtand them being freſh, cauſed a retraite to be ſoimded, 
and in hono2able ſoꝛt retired into the titie:but when he came 
to enter. Eſclamart andhismen,beingſwift and nimble. had 
gained the pozt, had not Meruine 4 Drohes withſfov 3 
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who marched behind, and Meruine in that laſt intounter 
flew the nephew of Eſclamart, with many otherpagans, 
and they lo well defended themſelues that king Mermonr 
and his hoſt entered info the cittie, e Meruine and Drohes 
atter them to the confuſten and diſhonoꝛ of Eſclamart, who 
returned ſoꝛrowfull ſoꝛ his nephewes laughter , whom her 
cauſed to ba h:ought with great ſolemnitie into his tent, 
vowing to Mahomet his god, reuenge foz his nuſcoztune. 


CHAP. XV. 


Of the honours Mermont did to Meruine. 2 Mer uine 
made chamberlaine of the Court. 3 Gratiana for his 
ſake made lady of the chamber of Berea with other 
accidents. 


5 Ang Mermont and all his knights, being 
entred into Montment were moſt rotally re- 
teiued both of the quane his wife, and the 

moſt beantifull lady Berea his daughter, to 
NES! 25 whom he ſaid, thou golden planet of mine age, 
— —— daughter, I beſech thee hoo? with all the cxcel- 
lencies thou canſt imagine, this admitable creature who ſits 
armed and mounted on this mightie mare, J once imagined 
im to be our great god Mahomet, lo godlike was he in mine 
vnderſtanding. and ſo in poſſible it was foz the foꝛce of man 
ts enterpꝛiſe what, he hath effected. MNhen Jacob tame and 
heard the kings he leplied: y gracious 


ſoueraigne, 
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ſouer aigne, it is a common ſaping, that a fules bolt ſome⸗ 
times as wel hits the marke, as the wiſe mans arto we. True 
ſaid the king, but J pꝛap the, to what ende doeff thou cite 
this adage : to this my liege loꝛd ( anſwered he) J who am 
baſely vawozthy to counſell kings, pet ancient lp experienced 
in wartes doubtfalneffs, went in pour mateſttes name to 
Brandis, and thence bzought this Meruin, the ſonne of Bar- 
bin, who this day by his moſt celeſtiall pꝛoweſſe hath twiſe 
pꝛeſetued pou from death , aud the dar gerous hand ot your 
ene mies. Now it the acto2 be woꝛthe his honour,is not the 
agent fo2 the aue wozthy to be rewarder:els let my foztune 
refuſe me, ſaid the king. Jacob J will heape wealth vpon thy 
wealth and on /Meruine J will double a thouſand honours 
of knighthwd : foz by Mahomet I imagined him tc baue 
bene Mahomet. ſo farre excelled he all creatures, pea euen 
Brahier,and Iuftament his valiant bzothcr, who were latne 
by that renowned Oger, the ſcourge ol out religion, D Meer- 
uine, ii 4/ahomet continue gratious to thy pꝛoce dings out 
law ſhall be by the exalted as much aboue chʒiſt:anitie, as 
the firſt mwuer is refivent aboue the earths center. Noe as 
las, this pꝛoheſie was to true, foz with the cyes of infants 
ſhallbe watered with teares, as hereafter (hall be declared 
Now Mermont loking vpon Drohes, aſked Iacob what 
be was, and Iacob in euer point deſcribed him both their 
meting,conflict,and conqueſt, and how he was a chziſtian, 
whole name was Drohes, adding withall, that if any my⸗ 
raclecould make him renounce his religion, that then the law 
of paganiſme by him moꝛe then by any chziſtian,but Oger, 
would be raiſcd 4 admired, but this wiledom ts ſo great that 
no willcan remoue him. Zhen Aermont aſkedIacob from 
whence qby what meane N eruin had gotten that band of 
men which he had bzought to the battel. Then Iacob ſhewcd 
the king Croiſant, who then was buſie in talke with A er- 


uinc , & from point to point declared his foztunes, W * 
ina 
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naa was accuſed, Meruin ingaged, Brohars flame,and Croi- 
{ant teſtoꝛedftom his vnbeleeuing;the king hearing all this, 
his heart danced foz io p, and he ſolemnly vowt to raiſe Mer- 
uine higher in authozitie, then the tonceite of man could a- 
ſpire vnto. TA hereupon, calling the gallant yong knight be⸗ 
foe him, who came with all the reuerence belonging to ſo 
great a maieſtie, the king with a dumb, but ſpeaking coun⸗ 
tenance amazedly,as if in a maner ſkared at his beauty ,and 
with his long loking and intimate ſearching in every linea⸗ 
ment ot his pꝛopoꝛtion, he ſudrenly appzehended in his me⸗ 
mozy the diuine features of Oger. Wherefozehe ſapd, be⸗ 
{eueme Meruine, bythatAlcheron in which J truſt, thou 
reſembleſt both in body,ftgure, and beautie, the famouſeſt 
of all chziſtians, renoumed Oger the duke of Denmarke, 
whore fo2tunes if ti ou counteraa;:le ,th? pennes o? all men 
ſhall waite tho moſt happy. By this tune the day had ex- 
changed the conſour of his garment, and put on the nightes 
vefture,wherefoze al the tables being roiallp apparelled and 
ſupper ſet on the bozde , water was bzought fo2 the king, 
he ſate vowne to eate: but becauſe all his ſtudie was to doe 
honoz to Meruine, he commanded him to fit downe befoze 
him, after hum Drohcs, (wearing by the faith of achziſtian, 
that he would neuer part oz obſcure himſelfe, vnleſſeit were 
by thecommandement and onſent of Meruine, and foz that 
vowes ſake he was neither reſtrained no2 impꝛiſoned, but 
ſuffered to gde and diſpoſe humſelfe round about the fowne 
at his own pl:aſtre:theroialty and ſolemnity ofthat nights 
ſeruice, will leaue to ſpeake of, becauſe tediouſneſſe inue⸗ 
nometha willing hearer , Supper being ended, and enery 
teremonie perfo2med to a kingly magnificence, the king cal⸗ 
led Barbin, and ſpake to him : Barbin, J bind ther by thy 
fealtie, neither deteiue me in thine anſwere, noz reftraine 
from the knowledge of that J intend to demand of ther: who, 
and on whom diddeſt thou beget this wonder, this Mer. 
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uine, ttuſt me he reſembleth the in nothing neither b& his 
deeds the fruits of a merchant · like generation: y dꝛean 
ſoneraigne(anſwerd Barbin) I begot him ofa noble i cenou⸗ 
med S ara zen lad, as great in dignity, as the henſe of Otto- 
man, who thꝛough her paine inchilde · birth, ptteouſy died 
After whoſe deceaſe J toke the infant t a molt veltcat lady 
(the ſiſter of my dead lone)whoſware to hir in hir laſt parts 
neuer fodepart łiom him til terme ofyeres had bzorght him 
to manhwd, 4 trauſpoꝛted them with me into theſe parts: if 
now out mateſtiemiſdoubt my pꝛoteſtation, 4 daue the lady 
at my houſe, who is both an tie, ans an cate-witnes. Let the 
ladp be commanded befoze vs ſaid the king, which imeviate- 
ly was done To herlikewiſe the king pꝛopounded theſe atti- 
cies . with many other egreſſions as he had done to Barbin, 
and ſhe in euety point anſioerd without differing inſomuch 
that the king beleeued theu!, lo artificall was their cunning. 


2 The king demanding her name, ſhe told him it was Gra- 
tiana: hen ſaid the kin faire damoſel deſtended of a dinine 
ue ſoꝛ lone ot Meruin thy nephew. whom alone that have 
any ſplendoꝛ in them. how ſacted &thing lone, c m vicaſure 
is, that hencefo2th thou be lady of tbe chamber of Perce! mine 
vonlp daughter:by the be ſhe diſpoſed by tha he her bet tes 
increaſed, loue her and line with her, foz thou cant tract hot 
both excellencie t honour:th::s was the fatiie lary Gratiana 
bozne vp to the cloudes in honot.x fo2 the love of Meruine, 
whom falſely the had ſtolne, as war be!o;ementiored, 


3 When this was done, the king called Meruine and al⸗ 
ked him il he found no decitiiing in his memo2y from that hie 
faire ofverfue, which hithecto he ſcaled, but that he would 
perſeuer in his beginning, and bear the glozp of Mahochet, 
as far as the ſunne was bogn in his chariot M earth iy god 
(ſayd he and the next in m lone to Mahomert,my _— 
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ſire is to make famous my religion, and the aime of m con⸗ 
tent to pꝛous my fozce greater than any chꝛiſtians: this 3 
ue, in this J liue and thus ſhall my life conſummate. The 
king hearing this was very iopfull: wherefoze embzacing 
huu in bis armes, he ſaid. Dearer than my kingdome, Mcr- 
uinc my champion, hencefozth fo2 thy pꝛoweſſe, value, am 
magnanimitp, and fo2 thou didſt twice teſtoʒe me fro deati 
to my ſoʒmet being, I create the the pꝛincipal chamberlaine 
of my court, be thy rule like thy elke, rcighteous, and let all o/ 
bey ther. The thankes which Meruine gane the king fo; 
| theſe honszs, were ſuch as made glozious the giner, yet the 
receiuer ſeemedonty glozifted . Thus in great pomp Mer- 
uine continued in the kings houſe , beloued and feared of all 
men ertept of the trattez Marant , nepheb to the king, be- 
ing his ſiſters ſon, and eſpouſed to Butor that genernd i⸗ 
no2, where Mcurine was impztſoned flue peares, as heree 
after you ſhall hears . This Marrant could by no poſlible 
meanes laue Meruine, ſo hugely had enuy taken poſſeſſion 
on his ſoule, to behold the bono2 the king his vnkle had done 
him, wherefoze he watched to do him villany, foz villanie is 
ener waking. Jt hapned one day, Meruinerifingearely in 
the mozning tuen with the ſunne, there came to himacer- 
tain ſpte, who gaue him intelligence that king Baucamont, 
with $00 of his appꝛoued warriers was intended to hunt 
the Sage in the great fore, bozdering vpon the citie. As 
fone as Meruine heard it, he called Drohes, the traitoz Ma- 
rant, and ʒ oo expert ſouldiets, and wit h them pꝛiuilp iNued 
ont of the city, taking an vſuall path, thꝛough which he pa⸗ 
ted ſo long, till at length he perceiued where Baucamont 
with his hoſte returned from the chaſe, his atme as then 
healed, and he mounted on his ſteed. Meruin ambuſhed him 
ſelfe and his men within a little greue, whence he intended 
to charge Baucamont, holding both his lice redy in bis flit. 
and hauing vnder him his mare Mardant : anone when 

Bauca- 


> p 
# 3 . 
, »d 
1 - — 8 ö 
o 
4 
: 
” —— — 
: FT | a. A. n 


. 10; : 
the hiſtorie of Meruine. 


Bancamont was app2eched ſo neare, that he was hopelefſe 
of retiring, Mcruine cauſed his men to march again him, 
ſaping,fellows in armes, think not of foztune, but v 
lo iu my loife there is no other imagination. 


. 


of) 


CH AP. XVI. 


1 How Paucamont and Boo ſouldiers were diſcomfited, 
and himſelfe taken priſoner. 2 With him the King 
Antifer & 24. pagans,all by Aerune. 3 How he de- 
liuered them to the traitor A, to preſent to king 


Mermene his vnckle, in A ermm name the conqueror. 


| "I; N Ven Baucamont beheld Meruine , whom he 
e 35724 knew by his helmet, bicauſe in many battels, 
7 W 36 which J leane to ſpeake of, he had taken no⸗ 
2D tice ofthe ſame, he turning to his traine ven 

. ) theſe ſpeaches : Pou folowers of me and my 
foztunes, reniue your ſelues and in the name of Mahomet, 
be now oz neuer courageous, battel'ſurely we ſhalbe offered, 
be foztuns as auſpicious as pleaſe her, fo2 behold an enemie 
whom ny loule hateth , euen he whole ſingle (wo3d did me 
moze hart then Mermont o: his huge hoſte could haue ef- 
fected by a godlike incozagement,yet is he no other then the 
baſe ſonof a ware · erchanging merthant, whom ſome diuell 


bath nurſed foz a damned execution. At this woꝛd he — - 
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tell axe in hishand,qbzoching Marcheual With his ſparres, 
charged co;agioufly, Meruin oathe other ũde, as nimble ag 
lightning, rantoiritertam him, their connuig, mating. con 
iunct ö. being louder the thunder. 1 ſtronger then a noꝛthern 
tempeſt. when in midſt of the alle nbly they had diſcharged 
vps either other, the wonders olchiualrie, Meruine hauing 
bzoken his lance dꝛew Entrant his ſwoꝛd, and therwith aſs 
ſailed Baucamont with ſuch furie, that he thzew him from 
Marcheual his gallant beaſt to the ground, ethat with ſuch 
incomparable pꝛowelle, t hat he lay a long time on the ground 
in a deadly paſſion. Meruin Beſcending, vnlaced his helmet, 
and was euen ready to diuide the long conjunction betwirt 
bis head and body, wht Baucamont awaking fr his trance 
and beholding himſelf vtterly exiled from the hope of longer 
liuing with erected hands tried vato-him:thou flower okchi⸗ 
ualtie, and the bed ⸗mate to fyztuns, be as honourable as thou 
art -valiant,+ take me to thy pzeſence:then turning his Iwo zd 
in his hand he deliuerd the hilts to Meruin, who perceining 
it, deliuered him vnto the traitour Marrant ſaping, Paince 
Marrant; take king Baucamont ts pour charge, and guard 
him ſafely becauſe J know the king your vnkle wil eſteme 

this foʒtune much better then the gift of an empire. Marrant 
Accepted him iopfully. This while Drohes and the reſt were 
in the midi ol theit enemies where the dæds they did were 


werthr ofimmoztal memopie. Now after Afcruine had leff 
his ropall pꝛiſoner in ſafe keeping, he fling himſelfe into the 
heart of the battell, like a hunger-ſfarued wolfe amongeff 


3 flocke of ſherpe, the firſt he met , he ſtroke deed to the 
ground: ſo did he the lecond, che third the fourth, and t 


deatbs he ſent with one bzeathing . Drohcs ſeeing hi 25 


#p2aiſedhimin his heart next his creatoz:but God ofheayen 


(ſaid hes) how wonderfull berand conceit are theſe * 
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if his theerd of life lengthen like his courage, and ſome pittt- 
ing of heauen alter not his vnhappy miſbelæuing al 
chuſtendome ſhaliquake, ann the houſe of Dauid be foz{aken: 
thus fromthe anguiſh of his ſoule ſpake the moſt righteous 
Drohes, whoſe valnre and feates of armes were boundeo in 
no limite, augmenting hourely;the rather to beholde the £r- 
amplesof Mcrainelaidebefoze him. 


2 All this whileſwas the ſonne of religious Oger feirrop- 
ing thꝛough the midveſt ef the army, t had euen now cuers 
thzowna king Antifer to the ground, whoſe head had paped 
his ranſomeik ſeatefull hum bleneſſe had not made him ſub⸗ 
mit to mertie: him likewile hee gaue to the ka ping ok Ma- 
rant, Row had Drohes incountred a giant-like pagam. with 
whom he maintained a oꝛeadfull bat tell, but in the end her 
ſmote him a blowe with ſuch vigout, that he claue his head 
to his teeth. Ahich another pagan beholding, ranne at Dro- 
hes, and with his launce ftr ike his hozſe thꝛough the heart, 
that he fell downo dead at the inſtant. But with great agili⸗ 
tie Drohes retouered hunſelfe, and floutilhing his ſwozde, 
vowed vengeance foz his inturre, But Meruine ſewing the 
pagan by ſuch diſhanour had flutne the, hozfe of Drohes,p2es 
uented his intent, and with one blowe ſtricke the pagans 
head from his ſhoulders. As this was in doing, the gallant 
hoꝛſe Marchenalltame galloppingmaſterleſſe by them, 
ning here and there, hauing his reincs at his owne randoͤn. 
When Meruie ſawe him, her th2uſt vis ſpurres againſt 
Moꝛdant, and flew after him, ard that with ſuch violent 
ſwiftneſſe, that in ſhozt time he toke him and deliuered him 
to Drohes, who being mounted thereon, ſware by him that 
with blod walhed the wozld from her tranſgreſitons, that if 
euer Metuines foztunes ſtove in nde of his n 
his life ſhould ve watfe in his ſetuice. Then againe Dro- 
hes thzull himfelte into the middelt of his ent- 
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he made infinite deftruction , that both pen and wit are ta 
blunt to deſcribe them, and yet were they to ber ioyned with 
Meruine in no degree ofcompartſon , no moze then the night 
to the dates glozie, foz he neuer ut his ſwoꝛd aloft but he 
kild either hozſe 02 man o both hozſe and man together Let 
mee not dull pour eares with a heanie tale:ſuch extellent 
feates of armes were petfoꝛmed by Mcruine , that of 800, 
which went with their king on hunting, there were left a- 
ltue but twentie 6 fower , which weth Baucamout and An- 
tifer were likewiſe taken p2iſoncrs: great wasthebwtie and 
riches which there was taken, but A/ eruin refuſing to touch 
it.cauſed it to be equally diuided among his ſouldiers. They 
tommaunding a tetraite, and ſummoning his band together 
they marched in ſouldierlike manner to Mont ment. But a⸗ 
mong ſt the reft a Pagan, whoſe name was Hebie, thꝛuſt 
ſparces to his hozſe, and poſled from the troupe with ſuch 
ſwiftnes, that he ranne to Montment befoze the reſt a long 
ſeaſon:aſſone as he was lighted he aſcender the pallace, and 
kneeling be foze the king he ſaid, My dꝛead ſoueraigne, moze 
ought you to adoze out God la homet 8᷑ areater incenſe fo 
thzow vpon his Altars, then any Pouatke whatſoeuer:fo; 
Meruine this day by his nener fayling pꝛolucſſe, baingeth 
bound in triumph Baucamont, Antifer, and twentie ſourt 
ol the moſt cauragious Pagans.taken al pziſoners by his on- 
ly ſwoʒd: when the Paragon ot al ages (diuine Berea) heard 
this. ił het iop exte ded her beautie,) and pet than her beau⸗ 
tie was nothing mo2e amiable, (let no man wonder noz de⸗ 
mand the reaſen, ſich lone is beyond p bond of a larger limit. 


3 Now whileft the king and his nobles were increasing 
their conceites of pleaſure with imagination of theſe aduen 
tures, the P2ince Marant, with Baucamont, Antifer & the 
24. Pagans entered info the hall, f kagling beſaze the king 
with a ſtitfe knee, faintly ,as vnwilling his tongue ſhould be 
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guiltie of any vertue, he vttered theſe ſperthes, Faire vnckle 
and my liege L02d highly may you(if you pleaſe )honoz Mes- 
uine pour greatchamberlaine, whoſe renowned pzoweſſe x 
true valure hath taken theſe mighteous pꝛiſoners, in whoſe 
name, and with al humble reucrence, Ipꝛeſent them to your 
Paltettie , aſſuring pou the derdes her hath this day done, 
are moꝛe then the wiſeſt hath power to veſcribe,s2 the ſtron⸗ 
gelt fozce to counteruatle. & hen whiſpzing his malice to his 
owne ſoule, he ſaid:Meruine, theſe pꝛaiſes which in giuing 
I haue giuen mine owne deſiresthe lie, J wil ſhoztly heape 
vpon ther with an eternall vengeance. Now heauen that ſa- 
ueth al things ſaue therenowned Meruine, againſt whom 
the thunder bolts of pꝛiuate enuie thzeaten deſtruction: whe 
Mermontbehelo Baucamont. Antifer and the other pꝛiſo⸗ 
ners, his iopes excœded in greatneſſe his kingdome and her 
repeated the wzongs their vnlawtull armies had begotten 
in his countries, thzeatring arequital foz theſe indignities. 
But Baucamont regardleſſe of all miſtcuſting foztuaes, 
without any amazement in his countenance, made apetition 
to Mermonr, that all the twentic foure pꝛiſoners might be 
deliuered, onely himſelfe and Antifer det ained foz the ſatiſ⸗ 
faction: which it it would pleaſe him to vouchſafe them, would 
teſtoʒe him recompence to all the iadamagements , they oz 
their warrehad pzocured, and that their mightie armie as pet 
not wholly vanquiſhed, ſhuld returne to Damas. Wpon theſe 
Articles the king concluded, fo the 24. wereinfranchiſed and 
with them alſo the two impziſoned Ambaſſadozs of Bauca- 
mont, to wit Ai organt, (Nygron, whe as then had bæne 
paiſoners the ſpace of a whole ptere, during which time the 
war had continued. Now when they were returned backe to 
their tents, they found the king Eſclamart mightily per- 
plered with ſozrowe foz the taking of Baucamont, and 
Antifer his bother: pet notwithſtanding they tolds him 
the conditions of compꝛomiſe * vppon betweene the 
p kings 
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kings of each party, vpon which repoꝛt her made pꝛotla⸗ 
mation foz the raiſing of his tentes, and leauing the ſiege 
in perfit manner, departed without further trouble to! Mer- 
mont 0z his couptry: and betaking himſelſe to the ſeas,'(ai/ 
led ſo pzoſperoully, that in ſhozt time they arinodiat Damaſ- 
cus, where they repoꝛted to the ſtate their vnhappp occurtits 
which had befallen them, Thus will wer leaue them to the 
ſozrowes of fozſaken ſubiects, andreturne vntoking Mecr- 
mont, whoſe iop was the greateſt of all iop, fo ſ& himlelfe 
hold in his ſubiection Baucamont and Antifer , two of the 
greateſt kings of all Aſia, whom he had ſwozne;upon Al. 
cheron $ a kings maieſtie, that they ſhoult not pꝛetend any 
flight oz efcape without his royall will and licence. All this 
while wag Meruin in the court noleflehonozed,eralted,and 
admired of the king. the queene, and the nobles, than of the 
baſeſt vallall liuing by the graces of his fauour. The reaſon, 
becauſe as he was valiant, maie ſticall, and inuinctble:ſo was 
he ſweete, courteous, affable and pleaſant in the eyes of all 
creatures, Pet Marant, in whoſe heart enup had built her a 
blacke ſepulchꝛe, increaſt his malice, and hated him themoze, 
becauſe no man elſe hated him. Thus being great with child 
of damnable imaginations, he grew thought-full and ſicke, 
how hee ſhould be deliuered : anone hee bethought himſelfs 
there was no ſo ready meane to heape ruine on the rich vaies 
of Meruines pꝛoſperit is, as to come to the true vndetſtan; 
ding ofthe loue betweene him and Berea, wherefoze to 
that marke hee aymed all his thoughts, but pet 
his leauell carried him farre away, and 
his labour in that point was vt- 
terlp fruſtrate, as you ſhall 
heare in the next 
Chapter 
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CHAP. XVII. 


Of the priuate diſcourſe betweene Maram and Ber ea 
and of her anſwere. 2. How ſhe came tothe vnder- 
ſtanding of Marants enuie to Aerume. 3. The treaſon 
he intended, which he had procured Cale his Colin 


ro cxecxte. 


ehe T happened on a day that Marant eſpied the 
WT pzincefſe Berea, ſet all alone in her chamber 

| without other comfozt then her owne cogita- 
tions, wherefoze dzawing nere vnto her, and 

= © (aluting her with an humble diCembled reue · 
HN my molt excellent coſin, and the oꝛnament of 
vour ſexr, excuſe me to ſpeake boldiy what lone and nature 
carefully Cfirrcs in meʒ J find no pꝛoflt, in moze liberallſo2te 
abound to this nation then the happy counton of you in a 
lawfull marriage, which if the king mine vnckle negled he 
robbeth both his yecres and this kingdome of their greateſf 
felicitie. And in mine opinton(ifthe tone of vertne leade me 
not into a blindfold path of fozgetfulnes ) there is not any 
whoſe extellencies better meriteth , who'e wiſedome can 
reach to higher deſert of gouernment , noz whoſevalureafs 
ter the deceaſe of my moff gracions vnckle , conlde better 
defendthis Kealmefrom diſquiet, than incomparable Mer» 
uine, the glozie of mankind , andthe loavſfarre to all ho⸗ 
nourable actions : now tell mee my deareſt vinine cofin;can 
you not laue his perſon, vey inward godneſſe flies bes 
yony 
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rond common admirat ion. Berea whoſe naturall wiſedonte 
had taught her a politicke diſſembling, anſwered: Cofine, 
wert thou not inieff, J ſhould be angrie in earneſt, oꝛ if thou 
beft in earneft 4 mult needs teſt at thy extreame folly : fie, 
that thy tongue is ſo lwſe to deliver woꝛds without thoghts: 
tounſell ofbetter aduiſement:Belieue me thine erroz is inex⸗ 
cuſable, and thy puniſhment wozthy no ending:alas, imagi⸗ 
neſt thou me , bicauſe a woman, therefoze a fwle,oz that 3 
am ſo infinitly poze of vnderſtanding as to build the hope of 
mp life, J meane mine affection vpon //eruine, which is but 
the baſtard ſon of a lie Parchant?Belteue me, belieue me, 
rather would J be tozne 1a paces : neither is my loue aug- 
mented to you foꝛ this perſwaſion,bat rather abated fo2 pꝛo⸗ 
phecying my diſhonour. Thus with an angrie countenance 
ſpake ſhe to the traitsur, who many bates befoze had watcht 
to behold their p2oceeding. But ſo wiſe wers they in the 
courſe of their affections , that not any creature, moze then 
lacob,andGratiana:ns,ſcarce Cupid himlelfe knew of their 
ſelfe likings, yet all their lone was honourable, chaſte, and 
holy, without touch of an vnlawful imagination, onely kiſſes 
the harts heralds, and imbꝛacings, the knots of ſacred affecti- 
ons, with which they conſumed two yeres in vnſpeakeable 
contentment.Uhen Marant beheld with what affiannce 
ſhe had delinerd him her anlwer, he imagined ſhe ſpake from 
her heaxt, as indede ſhe did, ſoz (ach thoughts neuer lodged 
in that habitation: wherefoze he replied. By Maho nict 
werte D ꝛinceſſe) thou haſt anſwered excellently to my mo- 
tion, and in nothing art moze wiſe, than in not leuing Mer- 
vine, Alas, what is he but a boy , whoſe deſcent not any 
knoweth,ſaue that one ſaith he is the baſtard of Barbin the 
peze marchant: as foz his henour,J thinke all the denilles 
in hell haue conſpired to make him famous:but if J liue, J 
will bzing to an end all his glozie.Berea heating this, was 
ſcricken dumbe, and had not power to anſwere a wozd. 


Then 


le ita VE 


TfT | 
the hiſtorie of Meruina. 


2 Then the Traifour taking his leane, departed: but ſhe 
into who 7 bꝛeaſt Do2row was towne to make ſweete his 
hmentation,ſfayed,and with beteared epes cried out in this 
manner: Alas, alas (ſaid (he)now may J well ſay that //er- 
uine my lone, he that in all lonesalonely is gratisus, he in 
whom my lone liueth, lineth ts line vnhappy: ay me i now 
goe my ioyes on their laſt date: and Meruine muſt die by 
vndring treaſon. Fozſakenthat J am. what ſhall J doe: J 
know not. Help me memoꝛie: O thou wilt helpe me. but to 
reco2d whole hozroz? It I diſcouer what J conceiue, I am 
guiltie of my kinſmans tragedie, foʒ that nothing but his lifs 
tan make Meruine ſatiſfattion. If J hive what J haue 
beard, Meruine my Lo2d ſhall be my Loꝛd no longer: woe 
alas:miſety in iy minde hath made a perpetual! dwelling, 
Jf Marant die, Berea is diſhonoured;if / eruine die, Berea 
is fozſaken. Tiue Marant, ſo Meruine hne. and die Berea 
to ſaue them both from miſtoʒtune Thus arguet the virgin, 
whoſe heart by this occaſion was helde with a thouſand ſoz⸗ 
rowes;and in the middeſt ar the agonies, Meruin entred ins 
ts the chamber, who beholding her in that confl'c of paſſion, 
grew wonderonfly amazed, and demaunded both a reaſon fog 
her ſighes and the cauſe of that infinite tozment, vowingby 
all the zeals of his vnſpotted loue, that if any creature, of 
what eſtate ſoener, had eytyer in derde 02 woꝛd giuen occas 
flon IE teares,that be would die oz wonderfully re- 
nenge it. 

When Berea heard him, ſhes was at her witts ends, 
what aunſwere to reply vnto him: pet on the ſovaine ſhee 
appzehended this fiction , andthus excuſed them: My moſt 
deere loue ( [aid the ) miſtake not my woe , which is no o⸗ 
ther but an entire deſire to enioy thy company, which 4 
am afraid? will to ſone vaniſh. from my happineſſe. (ith 


one told me, not long ſince,thou wert deterunned to depart 
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from my fathers Court to (ke aduent ures in ſtrange coun- 

' trics : this is the reaſon of wy teares and cauſe of my mour- / 
ning no other thing at all afflicteth me, ther and thy lofle is 
my whole lamentation. Deare Lady miſtreſſe of my life(an- 
ſwered hee) falſely they lie that haueſs falſely blazed my 
thoughts into thy boſome,by Mahometin \vphom J aſſie my 
joue thall neuet be diſlodgd from the ſacred tents of thy Ce- 
le ſtiali eyts, til! ancternall might ouerſhadow the Clement, 
and then imbzacing her in his armes with a wozld of inume⸗ 
table kiſſes, he ſcaled the dedes of his perpetuall poſſeſſion. 
My deare lone, ſatdi3erea, J befeech th not fo2 knowledge, 
but fo2 ſuſpition ſahe) that thou haue alwaies a regardfull 
reſpect to the doedes of my coſin, pzince Marant, foz be is 

| falſe and full of inſuppoꝛtable p21de,t withall,the ſonne of a 
mightie Ring euen Butor of Minor, that is ſo ſtrong e im- 
pꝛegnable. Madam xeplied he) all that is nothing in my elli⸗ 
mat ion:and by this right hand of yours.in whoſe Spheare 
my hart iscontaineÞ,4 Alcheron ſo woꝛthy as ſhall neuer be 
pꝛophaned if your coſin Marant doe me the leaſt touch of 
henour may be imagined , his life hall make god mine in- 
dignitie, neither will J deſiſt fo2 his parentage, üth the migh⸗ 
tines ol the man makes the art of diſhonoz almightte, when 
receiued. Thus ſpake valiant Meruine, but Marant ſtil not- 
withſtanding continued, both inthanking g coatriuinghow 
te bʒing a domes day on his pꝛaiſes fo manfully atchined, 


3 It hapned on a day that king Mermont foz his recreath 
on intended to ridea hunting e fok Baucamont e Antifer 
with him: which whe the trattoz Harant vnderftod,he was 
exceving glad, and inftantly aſſembleda bandoftraptours 
together, to the number of oo. allnobly bozne and nf his 
owne linage,to whom he made this ſhoꝛt pꝛeamble:Loꝛds e 
Painces,you are ropally deſcended from the ſame ſtemme of 
which my ſelfeam iſſued; in you then either doth oz ſhould re- 
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maine alineall thed of amitie to ſuppoꝛt mine honour, and 
reuenge me ol my pꝛateſtes enemies. Cofinanſwered one, 


whole name was Calix, tis true, therefoze without ceremg- 
nie, where loue and nature bindet h aliegeance, diſplay thy 
griefes, and be it right oz wong, we art thexecutioners of 
thy vengeance Calix (quoth Marrant) thy loue is flowen 
into my boſome,and there ſhall find an iinmoztall reſidence ; 
the thing whereof J complaine , is ofthat honoz-deucuring 
Meruine, whoſe pꝛide if it take rate, and his life flouriſh, 
the king will giue account to no man. but him, ſoꝛ happmes: 
but if my wits faile me not that as yet neuer quailed in like 
ſtratagems, this dap will J bꝛing his pꝛaiſes to a full paint, 
and intombe his body ina graue of deſtruction, And thus it 
is, the king my vnkle intends this day to hunt in the fo:eft, 
it isne&dſall then that pou ke in an ambuſh in ſame pziuate 
bozdering graue, vntill ſuch time as you ſhallſe Meruine 
pafſe along by vou: fo2 which purpoſe there ſhalbe an eſpial 
to giue notice of his paſſage ; then (when you haue him with- 
in your power, he being naked, 4 pou armed, chaitdiſmount 
him from his loftiemare , and with co2des bind him to the 
body of ſome aake , growing in ſome deſaxt t laloꝝne place, 
to whoſe abiding traceth the foteſtepps of na humane creas 
ture, and ſo leauing him without mozetozment, becauſe by 
that meanes, if you ſhall be examined vponany point of his 
milfoztune, you may iuſtiy ſwear vou were no agent ot his 
death oz funerall. And J doubt not but in a monunts ſpace, 
the wild beaſts of the fozr2@ , whichſo abound in this regis 
on, will ſone be theacozs ofthis wiſhed tragedie.. This is 
the renenge J haue invented, andthe meane J would-pur- 
ſue fo2 his affliction, Coſin, ſaid Calix) you haue ſpoken ex⸗ 
cellently , and by my life all ſhalbe perfozmed, gs vou haue 
deuiſed. Upon this traitozs concluſton,they ſhakt hands and 
departed, he to the kung, and the band of g oo to the woads, 
where they ambucht themſelues Wr 
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thicknes , as vet the ſunne had neuer pieped. Row earelp in 
the moꝛning befoze Meruin went tattend the king on buns 
ting he went to the chamber oflady Berea , who that night 
dꝛeamt a fearefull and ſtrange dzeame, which had not onelp 
put her ſences in amazement , bat dzowned her heart ina 
deluge of extreame ſoꝛrow , pet when ſhe beheld Meruine 
like a flame, ſhe thzew her ſclieabout his necke, heaping vp⸗ 
on infiait kiſſes inſinit redoubliags. d: gh Meruine my 
{lone mp deare loue Meruine, foz thee my ſoule bzeaks, and 
foz thee mp heatt dieth. This night J dreamed a diſmall 
dꝛeame the ſolution whereof belongeth, J teare to thy fozy 
tunes. Me thought J had a me ſt delicate and p2incely grep 
bound, fo ſwift, ſo nimble, fo deliver, that it was i | 

fo2 Nature to concetue how to foꝛme ſuch an other. This 
greyhound me thought , went into a chamber, where were 
many lerpents , who with inucuomed malice ſo intloſed 
and aſlailed him on euery ſive, that it was impollible foꝛ him 
any moꝛe to veturne to my companp: the ariefe foz his wat 
made tear es burſt from mine epes, andt hole teares inuited 
ladder lamentations, that ſttiuung to make knowen my 
languoz, awakned with my ſoꝛrow: what this pꝛetends 
A know not, only J belach the fo2 the hono of Mahomet, 
that aboue all men thou beware of mine vnkind coſin Ma- 
rant, foz he is traiterous,and treachery bateth alwates the 
vertuous. Is it poſſible qd Meruine, that in Marants faire 
countenance ſhould lodge ſuch diſtemperate malice? Va my 
one onely excellent lone (ſaid ſhe) truſt btm not, lakes are 
lers, and his cheeks axe a table ot falſho. Madame teplied 
he, I truſt none but my ſwoꝛd, and that in extreames ſhalbe 
mins onely redemer : what ſhall be ſhalbe, onely deare la⸗ 
by, I beſeeth you commaund ſome carcfull attendance to be 
giuen to my nener-failing fricnd Drohes , who is fallener- 
cecedingly ſicke of a feuer,foz his like in conſtantie and man⸗; 
pod, is not to be found among liuing creatures, To this ſhe 
| gaue 
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gaue him afburance with many pꝛoteſtations, and ſo after 
diners kiſſes and itnb2aces , they departed either fro other, 
But when Berea was alone, her ſozrowes gaue a new on⸗ 
ſet on her loule and put all her hopes fo laughter, and that 
not without god cauſe; foz befoze her etes again ſhall giue 
ſalutation to his fozhead, his life and honoz (halbe both in⸗ 
dangerd,if God himſelfe,and the virgin mother of the grea- 
teſt mauer, with a gratious eie pity not his huge miſfoz- 
time, Mermont with Baucamont, Antifer, Meruin, Ma- 
rant and other noble gallant s. veparted from Montnient, 
and came to the fozeſt, where they had kinglypaſtime, any 
killed many wild beaſts, continuing their ſpozts iy. vayes 
without thought of returning : all which ſpace, an eſptall of 
Marrants attended fat, by fot vpon 4/cruine; The fourth 
day appzoaching, Mermont pzeparep to go dome againe to 
the city, which he did, but Mcrum ſtaid behind: the reaſon 
was, he had that mozning founs out a daintie ſpotted pong 
goate, whoſe colour and beauty fo well pleaſed him that he 
ſware he would haue it to beſtow on his lavie Berea : but 
no ſoner ofred he to aſſaile it, but it fled, and with all ſped 
purſued it, even till in the maine thaſe, he had vtiterly loſ& 
ſight of it, which not alitle griened him, but when wiſedom 
told him thers was no auatile in anger, he ſought te return, 
but the greedines of his ſpozt had expelled the knowledge 
of his way from his memo21e,and wes e knew not where. 
The ſpie whoſe eies neuet fozſake him perceiunig his ig⸗ 
nozance,thwarting though ftrange paths, placed humſelſe 
ina way thzough which Meruin of fozce muſt paſſe, When 
Meruine ſaw the ſpie, he was mioze than well pleaſed and 
demaunded of him: which way king Mermoat vis Logh 
rode: Sir. ſaid the (pie, tftt pleaſe vou ta ſollow me, 3 will 

conduct vou: ſo the ſpie led the way and Meruine folowed,. 
him, whole hart was thorghtics of any treaſon. ifterthey 

had ttaueled long in a nightroncealing cozner,Mcruin ſaid, 
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fviend, J\feareme we are both out of our way.© fir, ( repli, 
td he) foarenot, J wiilbzing you to the king my maſter pze- 
lently. And as he was thus ſaying. they were artiued in the 
place where the trattozs were ambuſhed: and as ſone as 
Calix behetd him, her, and with him foztie lanciers charged 
Meruin behinde him, not (peaking any wozd, and that with 
ſuch violence, that ere he dzeamed of diſaduontage,theyhad 
thꝛowen him to the ground from his mare ſoze ward: bat 
like the tower of all knightly chtaalrie in a trice he temoun⸗; 
ted himſelfe vyon his fete, and dꝛawing Entrant his ſwozd, 
flew vpon the ſpie, and gaue him ſuch a blow that he cleaue 
his head x chaps in two pieces, ſaping UWillatne, theu which 
haſt led me to my death, in death ſhalt be my firſt companion, 
But ſcarce were his woꝛds ended, befoze he was aCailed on 
euery five, with all fine hnnd2ed : but he defended himſelfe 
mozelike a god then a moztallman;and que ſtionleſſe, had bc 
bene armed, as he was naked, twiſe ſo many as they, had not 
taken him pziſoner, foz befoze he remoued his right fote , he 
had laine an hundꝛed dead befoze him. But now faint beat 
ingendering within the tozment of dis inceſſant labour, dif 
tilled ſuch a weakeneſſe thzough his all to extreme trauelle d 
members, that bis handes began to wepe in ſweatie dzops, 
that they had power to weld his ſwo2d no longer, and his 
bodie faultered, as moſt willing to die, ith it had. lcaff 
frength fo relieue his maſter: when they perceived this, ail 
at once they caſt themſelues vpon him, and like a tempel a 
gainf a pjincely fozſaken building, ouerfurned him tothe 
earth:then,as if to few, they all lay vpon him, ſome taking 
from hiin his ſwoꝛd, ſome blinding his eyes, and ſome bind- 
ing his handes behind him: this done. violently they. dzagd 
him to a fozſaken pine. whoſe manſion was ſo hozrible, that 
no liuing epe till then, had ſcene where he was plante d. A⸗ 
gainſl it they bound him, and fo leauing him, returned to 
MPontment. When Meruine beheld PIER $ he 
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ſaid Ma dininep2opheteſſe of the wozld, faire Berea,ercel 
lently didft thou fozetell my danger, and the hatred of kin- 
red, but my deale reſolution would neuer, till to late, belerue 
my,miſfoztune Thus ſaid Meruine , and in thus ſaying, 
fghedout ſuch heart-killing lamentations, that if themofl 
barbarous vplandiſh peſant , had but heard his meanes, be 
would nat onely haue meited, but haue beene partner o his 
affiictions: All might continued Yicrume in this wofulnes, 
who in a moment had bin deuoured of ſauage beaſts, if ſom 
heauenly power had not in ſpired his galant mare Mordant 
with a man- like vnderſtanding, who defended and pꝛeſer⸗ 
ued hun from a thouſand deadly daugers. Mermont who 
was returned to his court in Bontment , and vaderffand- 
ing Meruine was abſent grew erceedingly ſozie : but the 
fraiterons Marrant tolde him, he was ridden aliftle ont of 
the way to viſite a gentlewoman , who dwelt neare vnto 
the fozrefft, and that no other occaſion withheld him. Which 
repoꝛt, although it ſatiſledthe king at that p2eſent, yet uot⸗ 
withſtanding,it was nothing ſufftctent to quiet Berea, who 
inceſſantly inquired fog her Meruine, and that not without 
ahoundance of teares and intollerable ſozrow, which when 
her heart, fo publike a tell -tale of her loue could with no 
' moze patience conceale , (he went into the chamber there 
to publiſh'the mountaine of hercares , which elſe would 
wound her body by her hearts bzeaking , and thus ſhe be⸗ 
ganne': Thou patron ofourcountrey, thou great GodſM a- 
homet , conſentedſt thou alas, ſo ſone to diuozce me from 
that moſt diuine creature, in the temple of whole eies, my 
art and thoughts are inſhzined? Ha, ſpeake, ſpeake thou 
ztall pzophet : and at that wozd ſhe w2ong her lillie 
fingers, and tars her haire, herhaire moze fine than the gol- 
den theerd of Diana: and as ſhe was in this lunatikefrance 
of complaining, the Fairie Gratiana entred into her cham⸗ 


ber, who ſeeing her perplexitie, grew GET 
mazed, 
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mazed ſaying: Padame, what wonders wꝛought griefein 


your countenance trult me, they did him wꝛong that lod- 
ged him in ſo rare a receptacle of beauty. Ma, peace, peace, 
ſaid Berea, my moanes are wozthy no meaſure , and then 
the declared how A eruine her Loꝛd and laue Inas nat re⸗ 
turned from the lozeſt, and that not any could tell newes of 
his abſence, and then ſhe began arre ſh to wape, as it thele 
winter cloudes of ſozrowhad but then ouertaſt her faces e- 
lement: but Gratiana with not fo be refelled arguments, 
lent ſuch comfozt to her comfoztiee imaginations, that ſhe 
deferred, though twk not away the woꝛſt of her extremity, 
and with a diſſembling countenarce of contentment, Be- 
rea went into the hall to ſupper, foz the king ber father was 
then let at the table , about the middeſt of ſupper , Calix 
and diuers others of his traiterous conſozts,entrsd into the 
hall, whom as ſone as Berea ſaw, ſhe ſaid in her ſelle, this 
ts the colin of Marrant, and in his lokes are wzitten 
trꝛanne and treaſon. O my heart pꝛelageth 
that ſome notabl2 villany by them is 
wzoughtagainſt my louing 
_ Lozdthaile lngular 
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CH AP. XVIII. 


1 How Berea hiding her ſelfe, came to vnderſtand the 
treaſon. 2 Her reuealing it to Drebes. 3 D rohes cha- 
lengeth Calix before the king, and pawneth his gage. 


Freas thoughts were the true augures of hir 
P/;3 loues miſchances, which ſo vehemently vex⸗ 
i cd her. that ſhe [ware by Mahomet, het eies 
Hhould neuer cloſe in reſt, till ſhe knew the 
tructh o7 her pꝛeſages : whereof pzivately 
vnſane okenp, ſhe went into aſecret cham- 

per-wwhither Marrant when he had any pꝛiuate occurrents 
io diſcourſe ot᷑ vſually repaired ; and vnder a cupbos auer 
the which hung a rich tur kae carpet, the cloſely tonueird her 
ſelle: but no ſo er was ſhe intloſed in that foꝛgetfull ell. but 
Marrant ant Calix entted, aud Ma rrant leaping vpon the 
cupbo2d , the re late to vnderſtand all the miſfoztanes of 
Meruine, which Calix deſcribed altogether,as ſearefully as 
it was done ruthlefly, and how befoze he could be taken, an 
hundzed were Caine. y dearecoſin (ſaid Marrant ) well 
haue you perfoꝛmed my wiſh,no moze ſhal that boyes great 
p2ide peſter the courts of pzinces,and foz your exploit aſſure | 
pour ſelſe it is moze fulloc honoꝛs than midnight of Cars, | 
Ifter this was ſaid, 4farrant and Calix went to their bed- 
chambers,and the beart-conſuming carefull Berea roſe from 
herblacke lodging, deeply vowing that this! damnablepza- 
© heal bedelredtatheting —— 
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vnto her owne chamber, where the Fairy Gratiana atten- 
ded her comming · and when the Fairy bebeld her, the ſaid; 
Madame, pour lokes ate gaſtly and diſpairetull, how fareth 
your Larteſhip 02 where haue you bin? At that demaund 
Berea with a ſad countenance repozted from point to point 
all the treaſon committed againſt hor Meruinc , and with 
ſuch feeling pꝛoteſtations, that all her amazement flety fo 
Grariana, and ſhe loked with a greater terrour, At length 
gathering her ſences together, che ſaid, It behoueth vs ma⸗ 
dame to be wiſe how we manage this miſchicuous action. 
By heauen, ſaid Berea, J will tell it to the king my father, 
Pot foz a kingdom quoth Gratiana , foz ſo may you daa 
your ſelle in danger. 


2 Ratherlet vs accuſe falſe Calix, and lay the treaſon on 
his ſhoul ders, but becauſe we will not be vncircamſpec; let 
vs go tothe vertuous Drohes t take his counſel! , to which 
they agr&@d, and ſo came into the chamber of Drohes , who 
had lien long ſick ofa burning feuer, whom when he beheld 
he knightly ſaluted, and demanded what occaſion thep had, 
that ſo late an houre b;ought them from their reſt. Berea 
without circumſtance, in plaine, but pittifnll peaches de⸗ 
nounced vnto him both the reaſon and the tiealen: which 
when he heard, his manly heart was mad at the miſaduen- 
ture, foz Meruine was as deareto him as his foules ſafety. 
Pet with a ſtam countenance he ſaid: Lady, baniſh al feare: 
fo2 tomo2zrow A will not faile, but befozethe king J wil call 
Calix to actount fo; the treaſon und euen ſo God deliuer me 
from my extreame malady, as I will without diſſimulati⸗ 
on ſhew the true loue J beare vnfo the pzincely Neruine. 
Thanks god Drohes, ſaid Berea, and ſo departedfo hir bed, 
but no reſt tould dꝛaw the mot ions ol her ſunny eies, but al 
night ſhe wept and lamented foz the loſs of hir onſy beloued 
Meruine. As ſone as the mozning had thzuſt his fozehead 
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ouer the moltataines, Drohes in whom could dumber no 
loꝛget fulneſſe, aroſe pit; a lion-bke teſolutian, to combat 
agaiuſt Cali x, and make him confefe his treaſon : but alas 
he hab lien vj. werks ſick o7 a ſietie ague.⁊ thꝛaugh want 
of od, was now weak and ferbie: now God be his guide, 
foz his attempt is dangerous, When Drohes was ready, 
he went into the great hall, where he found N Mermont, 
Iacob the Marchant, and Barbia : incontinentip when 
Drohes ſaw the king. he ſaid : Hing of h ont ment, iuſtly 
maieſt thou be accounted vawile, and traiterous to thine 
ane maieſtie when thou ſuffereſt the death of the moſt 
wiſe and valiante ſt creature cfthe wozid , who had done 
the ſo great honour and pꝛoſite, as tothe like may no⸗ 
thing becompa:er,'v50'c ſwoꝛd twiſe in one day hath rans 
ſamed thee from thine eueunes, and whole pzoweſſe bath 
deiluered captiue ts thee, thekings ofthe greateſt nations. 
Alas, how little right o la we is backe repated hum, when 
he is traiterouſly murdered ? It is A eruine of whom 
Iſpeake, he in whom valure is pꝛoude to haue an habtiati⸗ 
on, he that ton Baucamont and Antiter, who pet are thy 
piiſoners. Wh: n Mermont beheld with what a ſetied and 
diſpleaſed countenance of diſcontentment Drohes ſpake, he 
ſaid; I pꝛay the deſiſt thy ſpeach, fo2 there is neither king 
noꝛ pꝛince vader the cope of heauen , who ſhall wꝛong the 
gentle Meruine, but ile die oʒ wozke a mighty reuenges 
ment. Yea ſaid Drohes, theſe ſpeaches are ofropall value, 
know then he is iu your houſe that hath murdzed Mernin 
in the fozeft where peſter day you hunted: name him (ſaid 
the king: tis Calix ſaid Probes . At that wo2d tie Ring 
changed his colour, and calling befoze him a Sergeant at 
armes, tommaunding him to take a hand ol ſouldiets with 
him, and fetch Calix deloꝛe hun, which inune dately was 
done, the rumoz wohereaf aſtoniſhed Marant, who went 

after ta ahold the occurrents, 
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3 Noſoner appꝛoched Cal ix befoze the king,but Pro- 
hes ſatd : Traitoz thou, euen thy falſe ſelfe, who haſt mur⸗ 
dꝛed renowned Metuine in the wods,wbich if thou dents 
eff, my lwoꝛd ſhall make the confeſſe with repentance,bes 
foe this day be fuily vaniſcht: in ſigne whereof there is my 
gage, which J pawne+to p;oue all my aCertion fruer than 
thy celigion, When Calix heard him, he beganne to ware 
pale, bowing his head to his b2zeaf, without ſpeakingany 
w02d: which the king perceiving, he ſaid:faiſe traitoz, why 
takeſt thou not the gage which he offereth e by the ſaith J 
beate vuto Mahomet, ifthon be guilty,all the golde in the 
woꝛld ſhall not ranſome the from a ſhameful death., J re- 
fuſe it not qd Calix, and then lifting aloft his head, tk vp 
bis gage. Marant ſæing what had paſſed, aduiſing himſelle 
ſaid to the king: Row pour maieſty muſt aſiane vs a day 
of combate, to the end we may affcinb'e our friends and 
Rinted together, to behold the combate,andny (cife will be 
pledge fo2 the fealtie of Calix my kinſman. By Mahomet 
faith the king, J vnderſfand not your intention, but as 
am king of this region, J will not eate, till I ſ@anendof 
this ditſention. Then fozthwith was Calix tommaunded 
to be armed, and Jacob carried Drohes to the chamber of 
Berea, who gaue him the moſt excellenteſt wines, and ra- 
reft conſerues, that time 02 experience had found out ot all 
which he taſted with god appetite,making himſelfe ſtrong 
and luſty. Then was he armed in every pece accozding 
fohisowne liking, and when he was readily pzepared, he 


mounted on his hozſe Marcheuall, which ſometimes was 


belonging to the famous duke Oger , then taking alaunce 
in his hand, trotted in ſtately maner into the great court, 
iopning on the caſtle of Tucgon , which the king had then 
cauſed to be pzepared fo2 that dzeadfull battell , a wozlb of 
gallant cheualiors attended Drohes into the liſts. And a 
host ſpace after Marant bzought Calix, whom he erneſtly 


boſonght 
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beſought, that it he were diſcomfited,yet that he would not 
accuſe him, and he would qui ckelꝑ paocurs his peace with 
the king. Calix agreed, giuing his faith therennto, and en⸗ 
tred the field where Drohes attended him, whoſe bodis, 
though ſickenes had made weake , pet his courage as in⸗ 
uincible, was moſt mighty, albeit he knew Calix to be re- 
nowmed fo faith of chinalris. When both the combatants 
were ina readines , the king ſaid, Champions ſtand fozth, 
foz J will that the occaſion of this battell be publiſhed vnto 
enery one, ſay therfoze Drohes of what thou attuſeſt him. 
I ſay ad Drohes, and what I ſay , this ſwozd and arme 
ſhal witnes to be true, that this traitoz Cali here pzeſent, 
hath murdzed Meruine in the fozeſt, where pour highnes 
peſterday hunted , as J will pzone vpon his body befoꝛe it 
be night. It is a falſe lie ſaid Calix, neuer had thought of 
ſs monſtrous treaſon, in ſigne whereof, I defie thee, and 
traue no other rede mer than this hand and the combat. 
This ſaid,retiring themſelues. the trumpets ſounded, and 
they putting ſpurs te theit hozſes,charged ech other. Calix 
valiant lp aCziied Drohes, bzeaking his launte into manie 
ſhiuers, but Drohes anſwerd him with ſo ſtrong a counter ⸗ 
buffe, that he thꝛe w him to the ground backe ward: but in 
a moment te roſe againe, and dzawing dis ſwozd, ſaide to 
him, £raitoz, if thou diſmoimteſt not thy ſelfe, J will kill 
thy hoꝛſe: at that woꝛd Drohes alighted, t with his ſwoꝛd 
charged Calix ſo mightily , that had not his weapon turnd, 
it had bin rhe firſt + laſt of the battel:pet foz all this ill hap, it 
fell with ſo huge a pewer as hewing away his pouldꝛons x 
laces, it pierced his fleſh ſo far,as the traitoz zunke, Then 
ſaid Drohcs, villaine, cre thou and J depart , J will make 
the dance befo2c the R. a Moꝛiſco galliard.Calix, as much 
aſhamed at the contempt,as grieued with the blow, ruſhed 
vpon Drohes, and ſtrucke him with ſo manly a puiffance, 
as thearth and flowers thereon trembled, and withall, the 
J 2 ſwozd 
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ſwoꝛd glauncing downe, cutte away one of Drohes ſpurs, 
and alittle of the fleſh with it, inſomuch, that he wanted li⸗ 
tle of falling ouer and ouer: and let ns man thinke it anie 
diſhononr , conſivering his weaknes, and the long lining 
paine of his ficknes. Then Drohes liſting his heart to hea⸗ 
nen, ſaid; Swet Jeſus, thou dinine ſantour of the wozlo, 
lok downe from heauen vpon me. and lend ffrength to my 
weake arme to vanquith this miſcreant, ſith all the end ol 
my ac is to exalt thy diuine Godhead. As he was thus 
ſpeaking, Calix ſtrucke him againe with ſuch mercilefſe vi⸗ 
gos, as he turned about and ſtaggerd ii. times in amazo- 
ment. Chen ſaid Calix(whoſe pꝛide lifted him higher then 
his foꝛtune:) by the allegeance J owe to our great pꝛophet, 
ik thou doeſt not immediately confefſe befoze the king, that 
thou haſt accuſed me falſely of this treaſon , ere the ſunne 
deſcend from the heauens J will dtnozce thy head from 
thy ſhoulders. Ulilaine(qd he) J eftem thee not a pin then 
mounting his ſwoꝛd, he ſmote Calix on the helmet that he 
fell to the ground: pet inſtantly he roſe vp againe, but by 
the glaunceng of the blade, was cut from his right thigha 
piece offlefh enough to haue goꝛged a caſt of Falcons fo2 a 
whole dap. Calix made mad with this ill miſfoꝛ tune, graſ⸗ 
ping his ſwoꝛd in both his hands came right againſt Dro- 
hes, meaning with that blow to make an end ol the com⸗ 
bafte ; but Drohes turning himſelfe ſodainelp, foʒ the ſwoꝛd 
came as thunder o2 lightning, wiſely ſlipt aſide, 4 the ſwozy 
vnſtaied by any interception , dꝛoue into the gronndmoze 
than a fot and a halfe, and that with ſuch vnuſuall dio⸗ 
lence, that by no power he had could it be dꝛawne backe a⸗ 
gatne. Drohes ine this !eapt befoze Calix, and ffracke 
him in ſuch maner,that he cut off the arme which then wag 
contending wih the ſwoꝛd fo2 maſtery : the anguiſh wher- 
of made him fall to the earth. But Drohes ftriking, in his 
falling, cut one ofhis legges off allo: the loꝛment whereof 
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made him cry that the whole aſembly heard him. When 
the traiferons Marant ſaw Calix thus vanqutthed, in a 
moment he mounted himſelfe on hozſeback, and neuer gane 
auer flying, till he came into the icong city of Minoꝛ that 
was gouerned by king Butor his father , Drohes now 
ſing there was no powerleft in Calix to defendhimſelſs 
any longer,ſaid, Traitoʒ. this miſchiefe hath thy inne hea⸗ 
ped vpon thee, know then J wil kil ther in the ſight of this 
aſſembly, if thou conſeſſeſtnot thy treaſon, and the murder 
of Meruine. Row by Mahomet ſaid Calix,my thoughts 
are guiltleſſe of his euill: at that wozd Drohes cut off his 
other arme. Then ſaid Calix,ha excelitent knight Drohes, 
be no moze my to2menter, but call the king, and to him Y 
will repozt all things touching Meruine . Then came the 
king, and with him many darons fo heare his confeffion, to 
wham he fold all their committed freaſon : (he Arff com⸗ 
ing. the continuing, and executing: laftly, how, and 
what maner they left him, e the place where his \ſwozd 
was hidden. Then to the king he ſatd, Py liege, lay hands 
in your kinſeman Marraor , foz it was he alone wzought 
vs all he miſchiefe, foz which now my heart is inwardly 
ſozy, When the king had heard all he could ſap , he cauſed 
him to be dzagged by the ſtrength of hozſes into the field, 
where he was hanged acco2ding vnto the cuftome of 
traitozs in thoſe countries. And thus will we 
leane to ſpeake of him, and returne to 
our fozmer matter. 
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CHAP, XIX. 
1 How king Merwont went tothe foreſt to find Mer. 
um, 2 The occaſion & maner of his finding, 3 How 
he brought him ro Montment,& other — uentures. 


N Fter the death of the natable traito2 Calix, 
rohes was carried info the chamber of Be- 
rea, where he diſarmed himſelſe: then cal- 
ling foz the ſkilfulleſt of the kings ſurgeons, 
2 © he had his wounds bound vp + dzeſt, which 
with carefull regard, were fpedil healed. Roly Mermont 
who was piteoufly perplexed foꝛ the lole of Mcruine, coin 
manded Iacob,Barbin , and diuers of his chiefeſt nobilitic, 
to mount themſelues on hozſebacke , foz he waulo inſtant⸗ 
Ip to the (0zeſt in queſt of Meruine , to which they all ac« 
co2ded, and being come to the wods , they ranged along 
fime,but could not find the fatall place of his abiding. 


2 But at laſt Mordant the coutageous mare, neighed 
ſo lowd and with ſuch an vnuſuall hzilnes,as the N. hear⸗ 
ing ber. ſaid: without doubt J heare the cry of Meruines 
mare in theſe parts let vs ride towards her with all ſped, 
which doing, they found the mare in the midſt of the high 
way, but Meruine by no means could their eyes recouer, 
Then halowed the king alowd, ſaping: Ya, my deareſt and 
beſt friend Meruine, where art thou? I pꝛay the ſpeake, if 
thou be neare me,conceale not thy ſelfe from him, who ſo lo⸗ 
neth th. When Meruine heard the king, whofe voice he 
knew by the reſounding , hee turned his head with great 
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e and ſaid : Come hither my lozd to this vnhappy tree, 
and behcld how J am tozmented. Then went the king to 
him,whoſe eies ranne ouer with pitte, neither was there a- 
ny flinty heart ſo obdurate, which would not haue relen- 
ted fo ſe Meruine ſo nearethe doe of miſerie ; foz he was 
bound with ſuch Kraitnefſe, that his noſe guſht out of blob 
abundantlp, and his necke, his atmes and legs were ſwolne 
and coloured like a man in lepzofic . The vertnous King 
Mermont quickly cut his bands in ſunder, and Iacob and 
Barbin held him vp, foz his legs were not able to ſuſtaint 
him: whereat Barbin wept grienouſly . But Meruin re- 

compenced hun,ſaping: Father appeaſe yorr ſoꝛtom . foʒ al⸗ 
beit my bodpbe thus tozmented, pet my mind is ſo free fro 

bondage, that at this inſtant I could incounter with xx. 
knights well armed, could J find Entrant my god ſwozd, 
which vnmanly the traifo2s take from me. Meruine, (aide 
the king, thou ſhalt ſonc haue thy ſw83d,and then went to 
the place where Calix had affignd him, and bzough! Mer- 

uine his ſwoꝛd again. My gratiaus liege ſaid Meruin, bow 
knew your highnes where my ſwoꝛd was hidden Then 
repozted the king vnto him all the circumſtances of Drohes 
chalenge and victozy againft Calix. To what purpoſe ſhall 

I double my diſcourſe ? the king fozgate not any point of 
the ſtozy „ Mcruine was well contentcd. with the hiſtozie, 
and loued Drohes, if poſſible, moze than he vid befoze, 


3 Then being mounted on his mare, he returneu with them 
in gallant maner to Montment, where all the burgeſſes and 
rulers of the towneran fwzth to miete him, foʒ Mcruin was 
efemed the patron of peate, and highly loued amongſt them: 
then was he bꝛought to the pallace where he was moſt rotal- 
{yrecetnedof the quæne, and moꝛe then may belpoken, ofthe 
beautifull Berea, whoſe iop to ſee him aliue, like the big belt 
heauen, had no circomference; yet duxſt ſhe not pꝛoclaime — 
14 
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but oft gbed that vnder clonds ſhe was ecmpelled to ton⸗ 
taine it, Which when he perceiued, he ſn . ild, g loucd fo2 ſhe 
was wonverous faire, and withall me ſt wile and pzudent, 
Ot her Neruim e begat Orient, who was father of the fe» 
nen ſignes, of which one had o name Elias, who begat Y - 
daim, from whom iſſued G df ey of Bullen, which con- 
qucred 3eruſalem, as it is witten in the famous hiſtaʒie of 
the ſauie Godfrey. Meruine at that inſtant was of all men 
moſt iopkully receiued and the king commandsd his phiſiti⸗ 
ous & ſurgeons att fully to attend, who in one moneth, tha⸗ 
row their art 4 diligence,deliueredhim ſafely recovered: foz 
which the king being glad, both pzaiſed t rewarded them. 
After Mcruine was healed, make no queſtion but he ouexr- 
flipt no time oz occafion to viſit his hearts goddefſe Berea, 
who to either other read al the legends of their nuſfoztuns, 
he making her, ſhe him, a cabinet where they ſtoꝛd vp their 
chieleſt treaſures : after they deuiſed oftheir loues , whoſe 
laſt hope and concluſton, was, chaſtely to eſpouſe one an o- 
ther, which befoze they could b2ing to paſſe, they paſſed tho- 
row many woꝛlos of greater troubles : foz Meruine after 
he was returned tobe a Chaiſtian he was fine yeeres de 
tainsd in Pinoz pꝛiſoner, during which ſeaſon Berea inda- 
red infinite miſchances , being twice enfazced foz herlifes 
ſafetie fo renounce the redemer Chʒiſt Jeſus : pet not by 
any meanes would ſhe adoze Mahomet , but what ſhi 
did, was womans weaknes, and her lifes loue; fo always 
the true God of heauen was mighty in her memozie, 
as ſhalbe declared hereafter in this hiſteꝛy. And 
thus will we a while leane toſpeake of 
them, and intreate of an o⸗ 
er ln 
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CH AP. XX. 
1 Of Piment embaſſage from Eſclamart to Banc amons, 
touching the 4. ſonnes of Gua/tier of Denmarke, 2 and 


how the * was concluded betweene Mermom and 


Done after Meruine was recouered of his 

ate miſfoztune,as Mcrmont was fitting at 
$8 the table with Baucamont, and Antifer, Pi- 
non the embaſſado; of Baucamont entered 
ad into the hall, and after hayible reverences 
perfozined , knaling vpon his knes. thus ſaluted the kings: 
That Mahomet which goucrneth the vainerſe , ſaue and 
defend the puiffant king Baucamonr , mylozd and ſuue- 
raigne,the god king /erniont, and Eſclamart, that hither 
hath ſent me. Know then you mightie kings of the moi} 
mightieſt nations that king Etclamarr deſires pou, t in the 
name of Mahomet, commands vou to knit an eternal peate 
between von, both foz the pzofit ofour religion, 6 tha main⸗ 
tenance ofal your kingdoms: which ik obſtinatly you refuſe, 
all your domintons ate in hazard, and Baucamont mp ſoucs 
raigne ſhal aCuredly loſe Damaſcus:foz the falſe chꝛiſtians, 
who ſerke to confoundour great pꝛophet, are entred into his 
confines with ſwaꝛd and fire,conſuming his territoztes,not 
ſparing inlants, oʒ taking any paganto mercy, that willingly 
without compulſion falleth net downs, and adozeth their 
God the God of heanen,as pour matleflte ſhall moze plainly 
behold,by the contents of this letter which king Eſclamart 
by mehath ſent pon, then kiCmna the letter, he delivered it 
Baucamont,which contained this that enſueth, 


To 
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VN To the king of Damaſcus, 
health, ; 


g Hriſe hie and mightie king of 
# Damaſcus, my ſoucraigne 
y | vnkle : ſithence theſe three 
{ | yeeres that your ſacred maie- 
ſtie hath vnhappily' bene de- 
&| tained priſoner, I haue not 
budgde my foote, nor remo- 
ued from this citie , which I 
haue gouerned and ruled in moſt peacceable quiet, 
vntill che end of this laſt moneth, at what time the 
hare-braind ſonnes of Gualtier of Denmarke, inua- 
ded thy dominions, the names whereof enſueth: 
The eldeſt as it is reported to mee, is named Guion: 
the ſecond Bertran, whoſe valure not any creature 
is able to reſiſt:the third, Thyerry, and the foureh, 
Florion, all exiles, and baniſhed their countreys: 
wherefore I intreate gow excellencie, finde ſome 
meane to giue an end to your trouble, and come 
home to defend your owne nation and if poſſible, 
bring ſome aide, for your foes are mightie. 


From Damas, 


Eſelamart 
Mhen 


Be | : 
the hiſtorie of Meruine. 


Wihen Baucamont had read this letter. he ſayd to Mer- 
mont: behold, king of Pontmet,itfthis newes be not a read 
meaneto thy fauour , aſſure the it is a hie tr ia tomy vtter 
deſdlation: fo ith theſe foure bzethzen areentered into my 
countreyp, A know them ſo redoubtedin armes, that nothing 
is able to withſtand them. By theſe foure bzethzen in one 
yeere, was the moſt famous Gratiana, and fiue other kings, 

befoze renowmed foz chtualrie, vtterly viſcomfited. Beſides, 

Brandis hath wzitten to me inincloſed letters, that they are 

the moſt renoummed conquero2s this dap vnder the ſirma⸗ 

ment. Theſe things conſidered, J veſeech your higbnefſe let 

vs coutlude vpon agreement, and leaue the hoſtilitie we haue 
maintained one aguinſt another: the beginning whereof is 
my griefe,and the ending that 4 aſke thy mercy. 


2 Baucamont, ſapd Mermont, nioze to defend the law of 
our religion, then foz any other zeale 3 haue to thy kindnes, 
Jfrely pardon thee the fo27eit of thy life and kingdome,and 
withall pꝛomiſe thee by a kingiy pzoteffation, to aid & defend 
the againſt thine enimies. Thus with divers otherceremos 
nies of fkricter combining, was the truce concluded betweens 
the kings, and taltantly edicts ſent abzoad into euery cnun⸗ 
trey foz the aſſembling together of aninfinite numbe of pas 
gans, to make an vnuanquiſhable army: which being mu⸗ 
ftced x enrolled, in ſtantly there betoke themſelues to the (ea, 
King Mermont, Antifer, Baucamonr,s the wiſe alconque- 
ring Meruin where foza while we wil leaue them, return 
to thel g. bꝛetht᷑, to wit Guion Bertran, Thietry,t Florion, 
t noble Huon of Burdeaux, who at that time was in the ar⸗ 
mie with them Int helr hoſt was 20000, god chꝛiſtians hy 
whoſe pzoweſle they had marched ſo farte, that now they had 
Med their fiedge to Damaſcus , which then ſwarmed tull 
of miſ-bel&uing infidels ,becauſe ſince the returne of Eſcla- 
mart , he had ſtill in that place detained the ancient _ 

fyrre 
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there mas alſo with him in the fowne the king Brandus, 


Herades,and Iſay the king of Iuda. Jn batefe,there was fiue 
kings, and their powers at that time in the citie of Damaſ- 
cus. When Eſclamarr ſawe how gallantly the Danes 
had beſieged him, bee called Bandus and the other kings, 
and ſapde vnto them, Nou kings of Aſia, and vefenders of 
Alcheron,let vs iſſue out courageoufly.and viſite theſe chzts 
ftians, and J doubt not, but if wæ vertuonſly ſhew our re- 
ſolutions, we ſhall befaze the Dunne touch the higheſt point 
in the heauens, vanquiſhand amaze them : ſoꝛ they imagi⸗ 
ned to haue found vs altogether vnpzoudes, becauſe mine 
vnkle king Baucamontis at Montment pꝛiſoner, and ſo in 
bis abſence, thought ſuddenly to ſurpꝛiſe vs. Tis true, ſayd 
Bandus ,therefoze pou haue m conſent, to ſallie out imme⸗ 
diatelp. To this ſtratageme euery one concluded, therewith 
arming themſelues, and then with a crie able to deafen thun⸗ 
der, they ſallied out of the gates, and in a trice, caſt them · 
ſelues into battalion ozder. Bandus ( ſayde Eſclamarr, ) 
beare you the ſlandard, and foz your garde, take twentie 
thouſand of the beſt ſouldio ms. You Herades ſhall haue 
other twẽtie thouſand, and incompaſſle them about, though 
vonder valley, mp ſeife with the reſt will charge them in the 
faces, and doubt not, but ſane to behold their deſtructions. 
In this politike ſazte, Eſclamart trained his troupes, whs 
burnt with deſire ts bzing our god chziſtians fo confuſt- 
ans: but they as ta wiſe to bee foyied by inuention , had 
aduertiſement by their eſpials of this 8ppzoching, where- 
foze Guion called his bothers and ſapds, Pzinces;remem- 
ber pou the blod from whence wee are deſcended, and the 
vertues of our famous father Gualtier, whoſe backe was 
neuer turned to the face ofthe pzoudeſt pagan. Remember 
you alſo our renowmed vnkles, whoſe almightie pzoweſſes 
have conquered the realmes which they now gouerne: cuen 
new is the timefoz vs to STE TN” 
p20we 
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owe ſle to obtaine to our ſelues crownes ot perpetnall in 
durance . And oz mine owne part, J vowe by him that 
died fo2 me, this day to giue my name ſuch life amongſt the 
pagans, that the rumoʒ of mine honour, ſhall indure beyond 
all ages. To this they all anſwered, with an equall deũre of 
honour, whoſe courageous ſpirites like lions, were neuer 
tamed,yet they were allexceding yong, theoldef amongſt 
them haning not as yet attained tothe age of xx. pres. 
Notv God of his godneſte pzoſper theix pꝛoceedings, foz im⸗ 
mediately begins the battell, which will be both fierce and 
dangerous. When enfignes were diſplaied ou all ũdes, and 
the ſigne ol battel giuen by the trumpets ſounding, Bertran 
toke a mightie lance in his hand, and ſpurring his hozſs, 
was the firſt that charged: whom, when a Turke named 
Butor, who was king of Ecalion, beheld, he diſranged him 
ſelle, and ranne to encounter him, but Bertran who foke his 
light like a tempeſt , came againſt him after ſuch a faſhion, 
that at one blow, both bozſeand man tumbled to the around, 
which when Bercran had perfourmed, herefurned with his 
{two2d dꝛawen vpon the Tucke, who with the blowe was 
ſo aſtoniſhed, that locking his hands together, and lit; ing 
them vp, baſely begged ltfe , and pardon. Then Bertran 
demanndedif hee wonld renounce Mahomet, and beleue 
thence-fozth one onely Jeſus Chaift : to this the Tarke ans 
ſwered, no. Then by heauen, ſayd hee, in me then ſhalt 
finde nomercie, and at that woꝛd ſtrake his head from his 
ſhouldets: then turning to ng bzother Cuion, who hen 
was come vnto him, he ſapd: Bꝛother, it to euerpone 3 
pay this payment. J belæue the pagans will gaine nothing 
by my tendure. Nowe began the batttell to dæ mightte on 
both ſides, and Guion leauing his bꝛother, thzuft himſelfs 
amonaſt the mi ddeſt ofthe pagans, where the firlt hie met. 
bethzew dead to the gronnd, and in like maner madeanend 


of theſecond, Bziefly, befoze his lance was bzoken, he ſent 
ſoms 
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fome to the earth to acompany their fozefathers : but when 
his lance, wat bzoken,then he dꝛew his ſwo2d, and meeting 
with a pagan. he tlaue his head to his teeth and then purſu⸗ 
ed another. Bertran this while being amongſt the thickeſt 
bandes of his enemies, encountred a pagan , who was the 
coſin to Eſclamart, tg whom he lent ſuch aſalatation , that 
de claue him downe euen to the girdle, which another pas 
gan beholving, ran to Eſclamart, and ſapd, Generall , thy 
noble coſine is flaine by a chziſtian, ſee where he lieth , and 
ſee where his foe rangeth, When as Eſclamart ſaw Bertran 
poſſefſed with a fellanious rage of ummoztall reuenge , hee 
thzuff ſpurres to his hozſe , and aCailed Bertran with ſuch 
puiſſante, that with the fozce of his pꝛeſent blowezhe ſtrake 
bis hozſe'dead vader him: but Bertran quickly vawted on 
dis feete againe, and with hisſwo2d in his hand, ranne a⸗ 
gainſt the pagan, againſt whom he boyled to obtaine but one 
ſcraight blow, but by anymeanes, he could not fo2 the pꝛeaſe: 
pet notwithſtanding reaching one, he light ſo violently on 
the head of his hoſe, that it was moze then time foz Eſcla- 
mart to hearehim companie on fote alſo: and B; ertran then 
running againft him, had there flaine him, but there ſwarm 
ed ſuch innumerable troupcs of pagans about him, that if 
God himſelle had not bene his defenver , Bertran then had 
bꝛeathed no longer. Pet foz all this, the gentle pong gallant 
miraculouſiꝑ behaued himlelfe,foz he firake not any pagan, 
but he ſeueted the life from the body. Iſay the king of 1uda 
ſeing Bertran thus conrageous,thzuſt humſelſe againſt him, 
but there was mightie follie in his wozke, foꝛ Bertran met 
him in the middeſt of his cariex with ſuch a blows, that hee 
claue his head fo his collar. © Mah omet, ſaid Eſclamart, 
this chꝛiſtian is poſſeſſed with ſome deuill. what miſchiefe he 
doeth me: and then he cried ts all his ſouldters, pzomiſing 
p2z1zes of great wozth to him that could take him. Then was 
the famous gallant aſſayledon enery ſide,but like an inraged 
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boze he ranged amongſt them. and in ſuch ſoꝛt defended hini⸗ 
ſelfe, that the pagans like larkes fell vnder the houerings of 
his wings. But yet alas, all his pꝛoweſe had pzofitedbim 
bat lit le, and he was at the point of taking oz killing. when 
Thyerys Florion his · bzothers, with Huon of Burdeaux, 
with diuors chziſtians, by great chance came to his reſcue, 
B2other Bertran (ſaid Florion) now oz neuer remember 
who you are, and banich the feare ofa pagan infidell , and 
with that wozd he thzuſt into the pꝛeale, ouerturaing and 
killing al that ſtd betweene him and his bzother.. When 
Bertran ſaw him, he te newcourage,anditkea honrougs 
od himſelle with greater furte:in ſo much, that he ſtrake El- 
clamart to the eatth, whom Florion like a gripe ſeized vp⸗ 
on and deliuered him to two ſtoute chꝛiſtians , who bars 
him to their tents hen began the battell Hydra- like ta 
renew ia which the pag ans died without number, ſoꝛ whom 
ſoeuet Bertran touched neuer moze ſtod need of the phiſi- 
tton on the other ſide his bzother Guion did wonders who 
encountreoa king named Atriquant , who was exceeding 
ſtrong and valiant , him Guion overthzew to the ground, 
but a band of @arazens deſpight his head, mounted him gs 
gaine and aſſailed Guion in crucli maner;buthkea wiſe and 
valiant knight. he defended hiniſelfe from their furie. Then 
came Huon of Burdeaux, who like a valtant knight of vu⸗ 
ſpeakable virtue , flew infinite troupes of the pagans ; but 
when he ſaw pong Guion in hazard, he turned vatohim, £ 
in amoment,deliueret hinifrom the lwoꝛds of thoſe miſcre⸗ 
ants. Atalthis,thebattell weattened no dcale, pet might you 
haue leene as many knighis lie dead on the earth as ſtarres 
tn a winters night ſhine in the heauens , and ſo nung mas 
ſterleſſe hozſes poſting about the ſleldes, ag atomies playing 
in the ſunnes beautp:vea, fo naliantip our chaiſtians bars 
tdemſelues in that ton tlic, that in tue end the pagans were 
ror: ſhall heare hereafter, 
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CHAP. XXI. 


1 How Florian the yongeſt brother was taken priſoner 
by K. Brandus. 2 How the pagans were ouerthrown, 
3 How Florion was giuen in exchange for king Gaba 
bafſies brotker, and other aduentutes. 


Jadtie was the flarre, and moſt dzeadfull 
| . the battell, in ——.— ſhewed 


© accountednumberleſſe : euen the yongeſt of 
the b:zothers, moſt delicate Florion , did that bay mat uei⸗ 
lous ads, who beholding a pagan in his pzeſence to kill a chꝛi⸗ 
ſtian,ſwoze deuoutly, his hand ſhold be his reuenge: but the 
pagan flying befozehim,th2uſt himſelf to a bat ation of ©a- 
razens,where Florion onerfaking hun, flew him in his en⸗ 
terance . But euill befell that chaunce to the pong gallant, 
who imaginin g to returne,found himſelf incloſedon every 
ſide with the power ol king Brandus, which the were twen- 
tie thouſand pagans : all with one violence they laied ſiege a- 
gainſt Florion,but pzenatled nothing agaiuſt hum, vntill by 
an euill miſfoztune, they killed his hozſe,who in his falling, 
fell vpon him: by which meane,and no other they f@ke him 
pꝛiſanex and ſent him fo Damaſcus. Then Brandus h2onght 


ps arxotnts hehant etſhedatel 24d whals Kebt,tome 
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nered new life , became ſharper then at the beginning. 


2 Pet was Bertrau ſo feared amongſt the pagans; that 
not any durſt ſtand bekoꝛe him, but it any by chance did they 
neuer after were beholden fo their ſurgeon: ſo mightie and 
inuinabie was his foꝛte that dap, that by him king Goham 
thebzother oi Gaifier was taken pꝛiſoner, whom he com⸗ 
maunded to be bzought to his tentes. Pot farre from im, 
his bzother Guion, like a demie - god ofarmes , incouraged 
his ſouldiours , charging them fo2 the henovr of Jeſus 
Chzilff, and his deare paſſion, that day to be inuincible: fo 
though the pagaus betnfinite, pet their flight is ſhamefull. 
Co this renowned Cuion belonged a ſquire, whoſename 
was Regnier the ſonne of his ſiſter, wbo with a battell-ax 
which he held, ſtrucke a pagan named Tukter, thwart the 
helmet, with ſuch vertne that he ciaue his head to his ſhoul⸗ 
ders. When Cuion ſawe the mightineſſe ot his blowe, be 
went vnts him, and embzacing him, gaue him the ſecond 
oꝛder of knightkod, ſaying. Thou bꝛanch of the ſtocke from 
whence J am deſcended, continue thy magnanimitie, e by 
that honour, to which J coneft to aſpire, 3 will make tha 
the commander of a fowwr:e,02 a ſtately caſtie Cuen in his 
greateſt mightimeſſe was the battell, when Bandus had 
ioyned his armie with the others. There might you haue 

ſene ſo many loſt heads, ſo many fozſaken bodies, ſo many 
onerthzowne knights, ſo many vnb ickf ho2ſes; 1who trai⸗ 
ling their bzidles vnder them trode their maſters to pieces: 
that fince the Lamb of Glozyp was ſhadowed inder the 
ſpotleſle wombe of a virgine, the like hath not bene ſeene, 
noꝛ heard tel of,nc2 that ſo great teſiſtance could be ma de vy 
ſo few as our poꝛe chꝛiſtians: Foztye pagans were in num- 
bet one hundꝛed thouſand and moꝛe but out chꝛiſtians by 
their valure, leſt but ten thouſand which were not laine 03 
taken. The king Bandus was m the midſt or the ch:iltian 
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armie,of whom he made mighty de ſtrudion. Among whom 
be thꝛuſt ane noble chziſt:an to the hart: and alter him, like 
a wolle in a flocke , ſent a unmber to follow him. On the 
other ſide of the field was Bertran triumphit with vicozy, 
ranging to ſake his bzetizzen. Two of them hee quickely 
faund out, who weretopfull to behoid their conqueſt, Bꝛo⸗ 
thers, ſaid Bertran, where is Florion? J know net, quoth 
Guyon, it is connenient that we goe ſ@ke him. Then put 
they themſelues into the battell to ſearch him out, but could 
not find him: and there was reaſon , foꝛ he was ſtraightly 
impꝛiſoned at Damaſcus in a ſtrong tower. When Ber. 
tran ſaw he could not find him, he tok a ſolemne dath, that 
nothing but the extreame darknes ofthe night ſhould dzing 
him from the fleld, and with that he begannea new conflict, 
pꝛopoſing his body againſt a woꝛld of ſwoꝛds:but how mas 
ny loeuer he diſnounted, neuer rote againe to become ar⸗ 
med, Amongſt the reſt he encountred Croniquant, vnts 
whom hegaue ſuch ablow , as he clatie hint in two pieces. 
Now began the Pagans to recoiie, x flie toward the towne, 
whercof whea Bandus was aduertiſe d, de vſed all his fozce 
and eloquence to returne. But it was in vaine, fo2 theyre⸗ 
poʒted how king Eſclamart , Goham, andiuers others 
were taken pꝛiſoners, ani carried to the Chziſtians tents: 
which ſo ſone as he heard, he betoke himſelfe to flight al- 
fo, wham Bertran, Guion, Ihyerry, an Huon chaſed ſg 
fiercely, that they put mam of them to the ſwozd, as they 
entced the gates of the citie. Reignier inthis chale, whom 
Euion had newly made knight, behaued himſelle ſo vali⸗ 
antly , that he was named the Pagans tozmentoz. Thug 
entred king Bandus into the towne , with tenne thouſand 
that ſuruiued ofan hundꝛed thouſaad and better. Thus the 
Sarazens were onerthzowne by the valure ofour Barons: 
who as the ſfozte repozts, were ſa noble in thetic conqueſts, 
that nothing could reſiſt them. They in this battel * but 
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foure thouſand men, and the wealth they gained was ſo in⸗ 
numerable, that the baſeſt in the Chꝛiſtian army, was able 
to purchaſe a castle. Beſides kings, they had an hundeed of 
the greatt ſt paganspziſoners. Yct fo all this, the generals 
were not committed, but ſozrowed (oz the loſſe of their bʒo⸗ 
ther Florion, fo whoſe foztune they knew not what had 
channced, Bꝛieflp, theix woe was ſs great, that no tong 
is able to repozt it. But leauing them in their dovbtful- 
neſſe , let vs returne vnto king Bandus, who being en⸗ 
tered into the citie, and ſad fo2 his diſcomfiture, comman⸗ 
ding Florion to be bꝛought befoze him, ſaide: Chꝛiſttan, J 
charge the without any diſſembling, tell me thy name. 
Pagan, anſwered he, in whom it was im pollible koz feare 
to haue ante reſidente, I hate the thing from which thou 
bindeſt me: know then J amcalied Flotion, and ſo they 
baptized me, as thoſe know that arc :cquainted with me. 
J haue the bacthzen whom thou oughteſt excædingly ta 
hate, ſoz they haue vawed neuer to part oz turne aſide, vn⸗ 
till they haue taken (be city of Damaſcus, and conuerted hir 
people vnto our Religion. But J wonder much, J ſawe 
not Baucamont all this day, ſurely he either ouifleepeth 
his glozie , oʒ wanteth courage to ſuſtaine himſelfe in com⸗ 
bafe, Chꝛiſtian (ſaid Bandus) he is at Montment, and 
from thence is comming with a mightie hoſte , to chaſtiſe 
pour follies, amongſt whom is a Pagan named Meruine, 
whoſe very rumonr of cxcellencie , will daunt you with a⸗ 
mazement. But letting thoſe things patle, tell me J pzay 
the, from what line art thou deſtendede y fathers name, 
ſaid he) is Gualticr ofDenmorke, that now tuleth Babi⸗ 
lon, whoſe mightie pꝛomeſſe hath conuerted milliens of 
pour faith, to a perfit and true relig-on. Duke Oger alſo is 
mine vnckle, who congerted king \1oyſanr, and that wozs 
thy ſonne ok his called Florion, whoas the fruit of baptiſme 
gane me the name 3 now carry ; know then, if by the my 
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death be p2ocured, not all the kingdoms of the wozld can 
chilter the from vengeance. We therefoze aduiſed by me, and 
let me returne to my bꝛethꝛen, ſo (ſhalt thou pleaſe them, and 
reſcue thy koꝛtune from a greater miſchtefe. By Mahomet 
(replied Bandus) though thy youthand ſmtling eloquence 
might in a milder regard then mine, pay thy ranſome, pet 
know, J am ſo farre at eninitie with relenting clemencie, 
that befoze the ſunne decline an hower lower, thy head ſhall 
ber twentie coe from thy body, 


3 But whenGaiher heard him, he ſayd. remember king 
Bandus the famous pꝛilonero t our fellow kings who bide 
within the chziſtians turiſdictions, Jn my conceite it were 
moze wilcdom to exchange him then by his death to hazard 
l their foztnnes:4 I beſeech vou, it the will tender my b20- 
her Coham fa him that pou will peld and bepleaſed. Jam 
nioft willing anſwered Bandus,tcy pour foʒtune in the ufo 
faire. Then departed Gaificr, and came to the tents of the 
chziſtians at ({uch tine as our barons were ſct downe to 
ſupper, whom inthis manet he ſalutev. The great god s- 
homet pzeſetue king Bandus,and direct his counſels ; and 
that Cop which you adoze,ſone diſpatch you from the bo2- 
ders of thoſe countreys. Guion, t pou other commaunders 
of this chzilttan ſotietie, Bandus by me demaunds if yon 
wecllranſome pour bzother from impziſonment tfaz one of 
thoſe kings pou haue taken, which J ſhall neminate With 
all my heart(ſayd Guion) whoſe heart fo2 toy would haue 
leapt from his boſome , when he heard Florion was not 
dead: name whom thou wilt, and he ſhall ber giuen fo2 bis 
ranſoine. Then deliuer (ſaid he) Goham my bꝛother. Im- 
mediatelp was Goham fetcht , and his fozfeit armes de- 
liacredhim,andſo conducted by Guion, Bertran, Thierrie 
and Huon, enen vnto the wals of the ci ie. And Florion 
armed ſtod in the pozt where the exchange was — 

mthed; 
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chuched: Gaihcrand Goham entring in and Florion ifs l 
ſuing foꝛth. who volver by the g/o2y ofh's Dautour, to pay 159 
his hoſte a round payment fo2 hie ſhozt entertainement , 4 
Then came his bzothers whotmbzaced hun, and pompous no 
ly bꝛou xht him to their tents, where ſtul remained many | 


Pagan puſonecs, vato whom Bertran ſive, that if they 
wen not renioue then falſe woll Mahomet, and be wil⸗ 
linals baptized, they ſhould all dle: but they like diuels har⸗ 
dened in their miſchiete, r fuſed. Then ſatd Guion, 1820s 
ther let vs p2: (erne theſe kings ſafcly in p2iſon ,/vntill the 111 4 
emperour Charles xetuine from the holp Sepulchze, who N 
Iatends {0 repoſe a ſpars with car father : ſo hal the empes 

tout b top nll with cur git ard applaud the honour of cur 146.4} 
ſwozos It plea'eth me creelſently, laꝛde Bertran: ſo diſ- Fl 1 
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patching their p2tioners into ſtrong ſaietie , they went to 
their reſt, till eareip in the next mozning, at what tume 
they valtantly aũſaull ed the ta we, but with fruitleſſe ſuc- 
telle: foz why the city was ſtrong p foztified and peopled, 
with aboundance of all nations, who zefendedit (t ugh 
with tofſe) to their hie admiration , And in that vor:bitall | 
manner we will leaue them, and ſpeake of Ning 
Mermont, and the euer to be fea- 14 

red Mcruine. | [F 
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CHAP, XXII. 


1 How King Merment, Baucumem, Meruine, and two 
hundred thouſand Pagans ariucd before Damaſcus, 
2 The loſſe the Chriſtians receiued by the valute of 
AMeriune. 


his while was Mermont bpon the 
eas accompanyed with Bauca- 
mont, Antifer, andthe puiſſant 
Meruine , but not with the good 
Knight fir Drohes, fo2 when bee 
knew the expeditton was made a⸗ 
* gainſt the Chiſttans, he refuſed 
the Rings colours, and ſtued with 


rea, who was richer 1 in nothing than in ths riches of his 
company : ſo p2oſperous were the windes to their ſailing, 
that within a very the2t ſpace, they attained to the ſight 
of Danffcus, where they landed about two leagues from 
the citie. 


Now the Hiffo2te repozteth, that there was a certains 
eſpiall , who behelding their landing, rannsfothetents 
of the General! , and cried ent, My loꝛds why haue you 
neglected to defend yonder hate-nourtſhing hauen, whece 
enen now there is landed ſo many Pagans, as it is im⸗ 


pollhle 
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poſſible to number. Bertran maze angry fo feare,then heare 
dis wo2ds,ſaid Anaunt villaine, thunder thy thꝛeats in the 
eates of dead men, we ftate no Pagans apinns. Mir, ſaid 

the ſpie, belieue me fo2 certatne, J haue ſane an hundzep 

thouſand oz moe. When the re ſt heard, and ſaw his con- 
ſtancie, they ſai, let vs arme our ſelues. pzonidence a uoi- 
deth had-J-wiſt. When they were all armed, Guion cal- 
led Bertran and Thierry, and ſaid, J pzay pou ſtay behinds 
with naue thouſand ſouldiers, to this end, thatif thep ofthe 
citieifue vpen vs, pou may pzenent them from incloung 
bs behinde ; to this they were agrev. o Guion and the 
teſt went againſt the Pagans, whobeganne to appꝛoach a 
little befoze the enening . The rig t renowmed Meruine 
matched befoze the reft, and with him onely Croiſant, and 
lacob , whoſe conference was the pꝛayſing of Drohes, in 
that he had refaſed to beare armes agatnft his owne reli- 
gion, to which pzaife Meruine lent double commendati - 
ons, affirming him as well wozthy the title ofa King , as 
the honour of Knighthode, All the white that they were in 
pzayſing Drohes, Mermont was encouraging his ſouldi- 
ers, ſaying: Nobo was the time foz them oz neuer, to raiſe 
en high their god Mahomet. Jn theſe diſcourſes they dip 
march alongeſt a ringer , which led them to a bzoade and 
ſpatious field, where the Chꝛiſtians were ready to charge 


then, | 


2 Amongeſt whom , Huon with his launte in his reit, 
diſcanged himſelfe againſt Meruine, vyon whom he bzoke 
dis ſtaffe with ſuch fury, that the mozs Meruine was a- 
ſtoniſhed, the moze he highly eſteæemed him, tha'. lent him 
thecauſe of amazement, yet not accuſtomedo2 willing to 
die in any debt to ſo god acredito2, he aſſatied Huon ſo va- 
lantiy, that hee bare him from the crupper ot his hozſe 


backe; the ame of which fall, lent, ſozrow to the ſoule of 
K 4 Huon, 
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Huon, becauſe till that honre, not any, bow puiſſan: ſoe⸗ 
uer, had power to male him lole his (tirrops . When ag 
Meruine had thus diſ mounted him , he turned to Huon, 
and deliuering him his hozſe,ſatd. Noble Chziſtian, mount 
thy ſelfe againe, to2 ſo excellently haue J taſted ot thy ver, 
tue, that 3 will not wꝛong ther to purchaſe a kingdome, 
Then vautes Huon vppe into his ſaddle , caſed with this 
hope, thata wozld of Pagans that ſame day ſhould pay 
fo: the ſhame which Meruine had done vnto him. How 
by this time was Mcruine lutze vnto lightning flowen m⸗ 
to the mis deſt of the armte , and Mermont like him, was 
amongſt the ſtrongeſt battallions, whom the gentle Flo- 
rion at the fitſt encounter ouerthzew euen vato the verie 
ground, and hav inthe ſame moment cut off his head, ik he 
had not berne reitenedbya ſtrong band of Satazens, who 
mounting their L020 againe, flew all vpon the infant, but 
ſo gallantly did he defend hunſcife , that they all ſtarted 
backe, and the bolteſt duiſtnot giue another onſet. Then 
cried he aloft. Wenmnacke. and vig op, which as (one as 
Huon heard, like a madde man heranne into the battell, 
and the firſt he encountred , was Marquant, whom he ſo 
ſaluted, that his head flew in two picces: and after him, a 
ſecond, athud, and a fourth fell dead to the ground befs2e 


him, ſo mightuy he ſought to reuenge the ſhame Meruine 


had giuen him. And in bztefe, ſuch was his pꝛoweſſe that 
he ſone deltuered Florion from the thzong of his enc mies. 
Not farre from them was Guion , who had made a great 
f1:ughter of the Pagans, fo2 from one at a blow he ſttake 
his eare from his head, and his head from his thoulders.'! 
Chen bid Baucamont aduance bimſeife, who had but one 
arme, in which he held a ſtrong launce, wherewithall bee 
was inflamed to aſſaile Guion, but he ſatied of his intent, 
though Cuion failed not at all of his purpoſe, to: with his 
word, as he paiſed by, he ltuck that arme allo from bis 

ſhoulder, 


| 
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cheul der, to the ferrour of the beholders, and tozment of 
Baucamont, who hauing neuer an arme left, cryed ont: 
Now am { the malt miſera le caitife raigning vader the 
ſunne, who am as hate uli tomy ſelfe as foꝛtune: any with 
tyat paſſe d thꝛough his armp.whoſozrowed to beholde his 
nuſfo2tune-UWhenthey of the Citie heard the tumortokthis 
battell they iCued out ot the towue, but were immediately 
interceptedby Bertran, Thyerie, and flue thouſand chyifti- 
ans, who bzauely ſet vpon them. Bertran , who was molt 
hardy was the firſt that charged, ondtneting with a noble 
Sarazin.named Moyſanrt,ftcoke him dead fron his hoſes, 
after hum koure mo ze in the ſame ranke he aftertbe ſame ſoꝛte 
ſerned,and then cried · This day (ttattoꝛs halbe Dinines 
day to pour generation. at which woꝛdes his bother Th to 
cric and all the army gaue a moſt couragwus charge, and o⸗ 
uerthzew a thouſand Pagans that neverroſeagatne to dʒaaw 
ſwoꝛd in anger. "Uhat ſhal Y weite moze? Bertran his bꝛo- 
ther, and their ſouldiozs (though not without great perill )ſg 
behaned themſelues againtk the citizens that i they had big 
any moꝛe then fluę thouland the Pagans had neuer —— 
to iopne with the erat newlanded army. But now the day 
failed, and the night beganne to ſhut in the ſunnes win 
bowes, which was pjopitiqus fozouc ch2iftiang becanſe, it 
the day had ended, the valdurof Maruin bedouctthzohme' 
their reputation: but now, by reaſonot the darkeneflF, a re- 
treite was ſounded ! foz which Meruine was gueued , and 
ſaid, they had comured vp clouves to ſh:imowe Theit ping. 
But notwityſtanding, altparts were content to vie the pꝛe- 
ſent beneftte.'Row Gaior and Bertran are returned ito 
their tentes hugely inrage d and Bertran ſatd; Brothers. nd 
Lo2ds,this mght hati tbe Pagans wozft vs, but it 3 ue 
til the moꝛrowe ( God beung mine apder) J will atchiens 
ſuch wonder. that the blod huet my ſwoꝛd ſhall put un. 
all la longer then then religion. Row the Tables being 
coueted, 
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touered, the noble company ſate downe to ſupper, where 
they were honourably ſerued. After ſupper, as ſone as the 
tables were taken away, and the watch ſet, the Generals 
went to their reft,tilthe mozning Carre alvakened the ſun 
from lumber: then riſing andarmingthemſelues,they mars 
tialied their army into a warlike pꝛopoꝛtion, intending to 
aſſault the pagans, who on the other ſide were euerp deale (a 
watchfull. and ſtode ready to behold the ſignall. Guion the 
vertuous Dane beholding both parties equall pzeparatisn, 
fell downe vpon his knees, and thus pꝛaped : Thou true 
God ol vs and our fo2efathers, J beſ&ch the in this battell 
be our guide and our defender: lift high the glozie of thine 
ane nams and bꝛuze the armes of thy pꝛoleſſed enemies, 
increaſe in vs euerlaſting ſpiiites ot courage, that no ſcan⸗ 
valous repozt of our miſtaatune, bing our aged fathers 
baires fo the graue with diſquiet if atherwile it be thy wil, 
that our death ſhall this day gine an end to our aſpirings, 
pet thou Lambe of Kedemption, and thou God of Aſraell, 
vouchſafe that our ſoules may be placed with thy ſaints in 
Pacadice. As ſone as he had thus ſaid, bowing his head, he 
kiffed the earth; times fo remembzance ofthe holy Trinity. 
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x Hew the Chriſtians were vanquiſhed by Meruiuo, 
2 How Gon, Bertran, T kyerne,tarwon and Huou of 
Zuratau were taken priſoners and carried to Da- 
maſcus. 3 PAT 1 01 

Ftet Guion had ended his Pzayer and ceremonp⸗ 

he came to his bꝛethꝛen, and ſa ide: Þzinces, J be/ 

ſeech you in the honour of the holy paſſion ot dur 

great Sov, blot from your thoaghts, the remem · 
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b;ances of all wozlbly actione ont fe; all your vaderſtand- 
ings be applied ts the araitation of our true religion, and the 
veſtruction of theſe faithleſſe miſcreants. This ſaid, they 
marched towards their en mies. And the Pagans rage d on 
the other ide. came pꝛow dl againſt them. But now by this 
time was ſpꝛung vp in Mermont and the other Wagan 
pzinces, a mightie cnup again it Meruine, as if his glozie 
darkened t heir pzaiſe and it ſemeo to them , that without 
his alſiſtance they wers able to vanquich the chꝛiſtiãs wher⸗ 
fozs Mermont tame vnto him and ſatd: Heruine, thou 
art tw valiant and ouer daring , to march thus beſoze conti⸗ 
nually in the hazard of all chances, J pzay the (Tay behind 
with two ano twentie thouſand, and appꝛoch not vntil the 
exfremitis of dur laſt foʒtumes call thwe,becaufe,in rhe con- 
fiſts o hope, and thy loſſe will gtue an aſſuraunte to their 
conqueſt, J will( faid Meruine ) dog what your Paieſtie 
tommaunds ne but of my life, there is no wiſedome in this 
pollicie, fo: J know by pꝛofe that all your mightines is nat 
able (o teũſt theit pꝛoweſlſes: pct no»twithKanding appꝛoue 
your iniagination + iłfoꝛtune pꝛoue contrary,mine aide ſhal 
not be far diſtant, though what you do in my conceite is but 
to gaine that which J tegard not. J meane this dayes glozy, 
and not as pou pꝛetend. m ſafetie. And it was ttue he pꝛo⸗ 
phefied,foz they enutcd he ſhould beare away the pꝛize in ech 
battel, and he but the ſon ot Barbin the matthant. New be⸗ 
gan the allarum to lighten in theeares cf ech army: g a teſol⸗ 
ned pagan named Jurquant was the firſt that charged. who 
Bertran ſeparating himſelle, incountred with ſuch violence, 
that hislance making way thzough both his ſides caried him 
fs the ground, his firft and lat mother: at this the battclies 
topned , like the ontrageous meeting of many confuſed was 
ters, where the Chꝛiſtians bare themſelues moſt valiant iy. 
and in the firftſhocke ouerthꝛew a thouſand Pagans dead to 
the ground. Bertran, whoas pet had not bzoken his launce, 
meeting 
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meeting Gith error, Fro:> him ts the heart, and bꝛoke 
his launci wich the incganter. Lhen dzewo he his word, 
with which he exceliently knew w27n to ade, when to de, 
ſeno, and when to aſlaile: and wit it did wonders. Guion 
his bother lrake Acquilant . but not he o. Lucerne, but an 
other whom at the fir{t blowe he diuided to the girdle, and 
then cried, Foz ward in the name of Cod, pou chiſtian nati⸗ 
ons, the day is ours. Thus ſaid Guion „u hileſt Ihyerie, 
who held his ſwoꝛd in both his hands, was withhis Mathes 
Horion in the middeſt of the array, making an admirable 
laughter. Row 4eganne the hattell to be ſtrong and feare- 
full. in which ihe Pagans dyed innumerablp:and the chailli⸗ 
aus wcrealed ſo highly in their telolut ions, that the Sata⸗ 
eus began, krom a little recor ling to betake themſclues tg 
a maine flight, in which Baucamont v as flaine by Ber- 
tran, and Mermont taken paiſener , and with him diuets 
ochers of tije greateft eſtimauen, who were carried to the 
tents to accompany Eſclamart, that had runne the way of 
d.lhonout befoze them. 1 ut now beholde the exchange of 
immoztallfoztune,our thzice renowned chziſhansg, in whom 
Conqueſt ſæ med to be pꝛowd, becauſe ſhe ltued, and who 
returned victoꝛs from euer bat tell, ſhall vnluckilp bee vans 
quiſhed and ouerthzowne by the hand of then nerareſt ceu⸗ 
line, moſt ablolute Meruine. 

YO haus beard befoze, how Meruine ſtaied behind with 
twenty thoyſsnd,accozding to the tommantement of Mer- 
mont, to whom as ſone as a Pagan had declared the nitgh- 
fic oiuett hzewe that was befallen them. with a ſuuling anger 
be ſaid: he ing and his Pꝛinces imagined to ſubdue the 
chziſtians without Mernine, in deſpight of Meruine, but it 
ls happened other wiſe, and them ſelues are foziaken fog fog- 
ſakingMcrujre . Mell, now (hal they know my power, and 
the w@oztb of my ſeruice, foz befoze the euening thall call 


fazth the Paue to appearemthe great Starre-chamber, I 
will 
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wil reuenge them on their enemies, and reſfoze theirliberfy» 
This ſaide be bzoached his renowmed beaſt , and with his 
army gave a hate charge on the chziſtians, who when they 
beheld Aderuine(thengy not diſcozaged pet were they wor⸗ 
deroully amazed: aud not without ged cauſe fo2 his men 
were leech, and Mcruine the beſt knight that in the woꝛlde 
then liued, and they both ouerto;lde and weary. Mhich 
when Bertran ſawe, hee aide, Courage immoꝛtal ſpirites, 
and be not diſmayed to beholde thele Pagans: as J beare 
faith to my Sauiour thep ate no moze to be eſtec med then 
the withered grafſe in a medom oz the (falkes of coꝛne in the 
hand of a ſhearer. By my lite ſaide Huon) J thinke thaſe 
we haue llaiue haue purchaſed a new reſurcection, Net ſo 
aide Guion, beholde how they he in hezpes one vpon an 0- 
ther. Acter this talke they pzepared themſelues, and incoun⸗ 
tred then enemies, whame they aailed with vaſpeakeable 
reſolution, but to fo little pzofft, foz thetr weartnefſe had 
ſo much weakened them, that the Hagans ſlewe them mot 
pitcoufly ; and Mcruine ſo vicozicuſly ttu mphed where he 
went, that not any eſcaped with like, on whome the weight 
of his atme deſcended. He flew Reignier, Guyons poung 
knight, and after him another. and another, and al whoſocucr 
was within the reach ofhis inrie. Our barons were aſtoni⸗ 
ſhed to behold his reſolution: and pet moze great incombzans 
tes immediately fell vpon them: foz wh, the citizens iſſued 
againe, and the rather, at the ntreaty of Cuyda who bes 
ſought them to ay de her to tak: him altue, who had ſlaine her 
father: to whome Pimon declared, that Bertran was he that 
flew him in the great battell, whome Guyda mightily defi- 
red, and inwardly loued, imagining her ſelle happy if thee 
mighr but behold him. Zhe Pagans aCured her her with, 
and ſo ſallied out vpon the cy2iftians, on whom Meruin had 
raigned lamentable nuſfoztunes, 
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2 Now wert the gallants ofch2iftendome incloſed on e- 
ucry ſive, they of thecitte behinde them, and eruine be⸗ 
fo: then; who alone was the planet of their deſtruckion: 
fo; nihy, no fozce was p;efe againſt his magnanimitte. 
Whon Fiorion ſawe that he alone held in his hand their de- 
ſtinie s, he pꝛeſt vnto him and gaue him ſuch a blow, thwart 
the helme, that he cloſed his eyes from the day light. But 
Meruine reconering himſelfe, payed him backe ſo heat p 
a tequitall, that he rake the tnfant from his hozſe to the 
ground backeward » who was no ſoner downe, but Ba⸗ 
razens eagerly le ipt vpon him: to whome Meruine ſaide, 
Bill him not(ſouldiours)on your ltacs,fo2 he that wounds 
him, woundeth my ſcule alſo. Thus was one of the foure 
bꝛethzen taken, foz whome was made piteous lamentati⸗ 
ens. | 
There was at this inſtant left of the Chaiffians but ten 
thouſand, who with one voycecryedon God to be their ay⸗ 
der: and Bertram ſayd, follow mee (my heatts) one God, ent 
honour, and one graue: and then like a tempeſt of thunder 
he caſt himſe lle into the boſome cf his enemies, confounding 
and killing all betweene him and the goale of Bonour, Mer- 
uine this while chaſed the Chꝛiſtians to the gates of deſo⸗ 
lation: at the which Guion grew mad de thozongh anger: 
and ſetting himleife againſt Meruin, gaue him ſuch a blowe, 
that he made him bowe his head ta the creaſt of the great 
mare Mordant, But Meruine vnatcuſtomed to haue any 
ſach mannor of regrectings, ſtroke Thyerrie (who then had 
thzuſt himſelfe betweene them) ſo mightis a blowe, that he 
tell to the earth, and was inſtantip taken paiſoner by the 
tommon ſouldiours. 

After that Meruine bad thus overth;zowne Thyerric, 
there came a Pagan vnto hun, andtolde him, there wert 
two Ch;iftansg pet ſurulatng, whom it was impoſſible to 
take withaut great cffuſion,fo2 on whomſoeuer their * 
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fall, death followeth . And then hee bzought Meruine 
where he found Bertran and Huon of Burdeaux , who has 
uing ioyned backe to backe,ſhewedſuch diſcipline in armes, 
as might well haue remained a mp2ac'e to all ages. When 
Meruine viewed their conragious reſolutions, hegrew in- 
amoured with their vertues: pet fo2 all that, with Entrant 
his god ſipo3d he rake ſo mantullp at Bertran, that albett 
he neuer bended but to heanen , pet now he was fo2ced fo 
bow ane of his knes to the earth. Then leauing him, he 
charged Huon, whoſeeing the blow, by recotting backward, 
o{:aped the violence: but the Pagans tame ſwarming fo faſt 
behinde him, that he was able ns longer to defend him⸗ 
elle againſt , eruine. Now were all the noble chʒiſtian⸗ 
taken, except Guion, who alone with flue hundred did de⸗ 
lend himſelfe, and they wers all that ſarucd, Like a wilde 
Boe againft a tree inunoned with a kennell of hungry 
dagges , ſp ſtode Guion defending: his life , and teaching 
his followers how to die bꝛauelp. But in a trice Meruine 
put thoſe flitic to the ſwozde, and toke Cuion pziſoner, 
whom he deliuered to the Pagans, whome he charged vps 
en their allegeaunce, and his diſpleaſure, to vie thoſe vertu- 
ons pꝛiſoners honourably. 

Whenthis was done, he went undo tictr. tents, where 
hee founde King Mermont , and foure of hes canſaztess 
allo King Eſclamart and ſundzie other Pagans, When 
Meruince beheld them, hee ſapd : Kinges and Pines, 
what make you heere ? J imagined you had outrthzowne 
the Chꝛiſtian army , but J ſee it is other wiſe. Ah Meruine 
(ſayd Mermont) euen foz thy countries ſake, and the ho⸗ 
nour of Mahomet, deliuer vs from this thzaldome. Thou 
art onely wiſe, onely valiant, and onely moſt foztunate. 
Mermont ( fayd Meraine ) thy freedome is already paid 
fo, and then cutting their bandes in ſander , made them 
freefrom their aſflictions. This done, Meruine commanded 
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che tentes te be ranſacked,and all the wealth thereof which 
waserceebing much, to be bꝛought into the city. hen when 
al Was perloꝛmed and they returnedints the pallate in Das 
maſcus, Mcruine tommaunded all the pꝛiſoners whom he 
dad taten to be vzought beloze him, and the other Pagan 
romces: which being accozdingly effeded, Guydalokt vp⸗ 
vn Bertran with a burning epe of deſtte, and an amozous as 
mazemeont;ſapteg to Mermont, can pour Mate ſtie poſſibly 
behold a ſemblance that moꝛe exquiũtip reſembleth the gal⸗ 
lant features of out moſt famous cruine then this chziſti⸗ 
an, if his lineaments were as bigge and as largely waped⸗ 


It is moſt true Madam (ſane Bandus } and the moze 3 be 


holde hun, the moze J beholde him in hum: Vow Peincefſe, 
(replied Meruine is thete in euery place one ike me? Hete⸗ 
tofoʒe you ſaid J did reſcmble Duke Oger, and am 3 now 
become like this chꝛiſtian:? what, is dee allo of O gers line: 
Then turning fo Bertran, he ſaide: Chziſttan, à beſeech 
thee without dillembling tell me the name of thy father, and 
the deſcent ol thy pꝛedigree. Pagan, ſaid Bertran, we whom 
you behold axe the fonte bzethzen that haue tozinented Pas 
ganiſme, and pet hope to be the laſt end of their deſtrugion, 
Gautier o Tenmarke is our father, who wanne his crowne 
with his ſwoꝛde: and Oger whom von ſo rexoirne, and 
whom Enuie her lelfe dars uot but extoll, is bother to Gui- 
on dur gtandfat her, who now ruleth Jeruſalem: Jt is moſt 
true, ſaid a agan ſtanding by, Guion king of Jeruſalem 
is bzother to Oger, whom I beheld in excellent combate to 
Kill Bruhier befoze the walles of Laon,and his bzother Iu- 
ſtament bcfoze àccte ſo fierce and valiant is the deſcent of 
their pedigrce, Wy Mahomet ( faid Meruine ) ſith I re« 
ſemble Oger, J would J were alio ot his iſſue: and ſs het 
was, though miſchiefe and cuil ſt.. pt it from his knolo- 
ledge : but the timccommeth, in which he ſhall know him» 
ſelle and his of-ſv;ing, Thus as ron haue he ard) aueſſio- 
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ned the Pagans with Bertran, who moſt ſtoutly made re- 
plies. Then Mcrmoar rifing vp ſaide to Bertran: All thy 
knage hath bene the ſcourge and ruine of our religion : and 
Jam to well aſured,thatnothing but your deaths can giue 
to our quuet : wherefoze ( Meruine } it is moſt neteſ- 
ſarie they die. to gxcuſe our further trouble. Not ſo mp 
Lozde ( aunſwered Meruine againe) wee will not wedve 
Tyꝛanup and Conqueſt together: befides, J vowedin my 


ſelfe,not to dos them indignitie,till F haue taken, as them, 


their father Gautier pʒiſoner: which done, J will in aropall 
nauy croſſe the leas + lay ſiege to the flouriſhing citie ot Pas 
ris, and giue battel to the emperoz Charles that is ſurnamed 
Great: and by the aid of Mahomer J doubt not to bing 
allFranceto my ſubieaion. When Meruine had thus ſaid, 
he commanded the foure bzethzen and all thother chai dan 
pꝛiſoners to be ſtrongly inipꝛiſoned in an impꝛegnable tows 
er, where Bertran conſwned his time in lament ation foz his 
topall father and mother. It hapned that Guyda,4Goham 
the bzother of Gaifier, being one day vnder the turret, they 
heard the complaints of the hapleſſe Chꝛiſtians. Sir (ſaide 
Guyda) what is he that now ſpeaketh, know pou his voice? 
Madam (ſaide Gohan it is the mightieſt of the 4 b:ethzen, 
and the moſt abſolute knight in the woꝛld next Mcruinc,s 
his name (as J take it) is Bertran, whoſe linage is as great 
as his munde, both incomp2ebenſible , After theſe lpecches 
they departed: but from Guyda neuer departed the renent- 
bꝛaunce ofthoſe ſpeeches: wherofote as ſhe went.ſhe ſaid to 
her ſelfe that Bertran from herleue ſhould finde an inuinci⸗ 
ble army to releaſe hum, and that her deftres ſhould atend on 
him whileſt her heart entertained a ſympathy ofhis afflicti- 
ons, Now were they returned to the pallace, where all the 
Pagan pztnces were ſet , who both honoured, and fcared 
Meruine greatly, beeauſe, when he was angry, he ſpared 
no creature, of what eſtate ſocuer, but dealt his almes alike 
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fo all that maligne him. When ſupper was ended, Meruinc 
tcommaunded that all the ſlaine Pagans ſhould haue ſouldt- 
er-like buriall: which being done, amongeſt the dead was 
found kuig Baucamont, whom Meruine interrd tepallp, ol⸗ 
fering in hit obſequies, honoꝛ able lamentations. As ſone as 
the next day appeared aboue the mountaines. Meruine tom⸗ 
maunded all his army to be maſtred, foꝛ he would inffantip 
march towards Babylon. UWherefoze calling king Bandus 
vnto him. he gaue him the charge and gauernement of that 
citie of Damaſcus, ſwearing him to his allegeance , and 
with carefull reſpect to nouriſh and guard the hanourable 
chziſlian pꝛiſoners, and alſo with all the renerent obſeruan- 
ces appertaining to ſo great a Maieſtie, fo adoze andre- 
nowne the excellent pzinceſſe Guida. When cuery ceremo⸗ 
ny of his charge was ended, he, king Mermont, anda 
thouſand Pagans toke ſhipping foz Babylon, where 
we willleane them, anda while diſcourſe 
ofother matters. 
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CHAP, XXIIII. 


How Char teuaine departing from France to ſee the holy 
ſepulchre, arriued at Babylon, and was royally receiued 
of King Gualtier, 2 Of the Embaſſage two Pagans 
brought from Meruine and Caudiſſe. 3 A Councill 
holden by the Chriſtians, who demanded day of king 
Karaheu,of Florion,of Meſque,and of his father Alcſant, 
at their comming to Babylon. 

T7 be Yiſtozic repozteth, that in this time the 
385 moſt famous Emperoz Charlemaine would 
0. nedes gue to Jeruſalem, to adoze the holy 
Je ſepulch2ze,end to that end demanundedofduke 
2 UW) Naymes it he would accompany bim in the 
vopage,who moſt willingly agrerd, aduiſing his Maieſtie 
withall, that it were god to take with him alſo the reuerent 
archbiſhop Turpin, who had a longing deſire to the ioꝛnep. 
the twelue Peres, and fic thouſand reſolved ſouldiers, to 
the end, that if in that expedition they wer2incountced with 
any Pagan pꝛinces, they might pet be able to defend them⸗ 
ſelues from miſchiefe. Thy counſell pleaſeth me (ſapde 

Charles) pet I tan aſſure thee we may vnreũiſted paſſe euen 

bnto Samaria and Daniaſcns,foz that the rule ofthe Chzte 

ſtians runneth euen vnto theircitie walls. To de bꝛiele in 
my Diſcourſe, after Charlemaine had gathered his traine 
together, hee betoke him to the ſeas, where the gentle 
windes lent him ſo pꝛolperons b2cath,that infew dapes hee 
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arrined at a Cape called the Atme of Saint George, where 
they landed, and theuce marched to Babylon, whither they 
ranne a littlebefoze dinner, where they found Gautier the 
nephew of Oger z and with him Clarerta his quene » who 
had no vnderſtanding of Charlemaines appꝛoach till they 
beheld him in their pallate. The toy at their firſf meeting 
v'as unſpeakable, and their entectatiiement ſo ropall as 
made al gui] wonder After many ceremomall obſeruances, 
and ſome trepo e taben, Charlemaine aſked Gautier fo2 his 
foure werrtlp ſonnes, whom all the wozld made fo famong 
fo: theit chiualtie. e repſted that they were tuen then be⸗ 
foꝛe the w Us of Damaſcus with a puiſſant hoſt, where they 
had taken Goham and diuers other Bings and pꝛiſoners, 
and giuen the Pagans a mightie ouerth:ꝛow as hi was cet⸗ 
tiſted by letters not long ſince recewed from their tents and 


many othet diſcourſes they had, which J omit. 


2 Anone, as the two Bings, Duke Naymes, and the 
twelue pores were dtuiling of ſundzy recreations, there en⸗ 
tred into the hall,inpzowd and maie ſticall manner, / wo Pa 
gans, the one had to name luorin Montbrant, the other 
Malcgrap, Aud when they came iuſt befoze Gautier, with⸗ 
out reuerence, the i:ff thas ſpake ; Gautier of Denmarke, 
firſt vnderſtand, that we are ſent to the from the puiſſant 
king Mermont, from Gaudiſſe his ropall admirall, from 
king Manuel, from Guham king of Egypt, and from flue 
other mightie kings: laſtly,though deſeruing a title befoze 
al other foz the vnvanquiſhable wonder of kntghthod,from 
a vaſſall of king Mermonts named Meruinc,who hath vo⸗ 
wed to make all chziſtendome acknowledge no god but Ma- 
homet ; and to that end, by the exquiſite perfection of his 
magnanimitie , be hath taken thy foure ſonnes peiſoners, 
and llaine all theirboſt, except themſelues and thirtiesthers, 
who with them are detained at Damas, whom agatne — 
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ſhalt neuer beholo, but with ſazrow. Now theſeropall Das. 
gan kings, and chigfly Mermont, by vs commammeth, that 
Pugrun-like thou appeare befoze them at Montbzant, 
where they are landed) and on thy knees humbly iniploꝛe 
their fauours , ſo ſhalt thou purchaſe thy ſelfe grace, and 
know their pleaſures:ifotherwiſe thou refilt , with ſwozde 
and fire. they willinfkantly beſt2ge thy cittie. When 1: al- 
tier had heard this thunder of a diſmall ozacle , biz heart 
tremiled in the armes ofgriefe and diſpleaſure : at laſf , 
though it were long ere woꝛ des could find way from amazes 
ment, he ſaid: Bow can this be true which thou repozteſt, 
when thou ſaiſt my ſonnes are detained pziſoners?Gualtier 
replied the Pagan it is molt true: then leaue to Wonder, 
and giue an{were to mine cmbaſſage., 


3 At this, fo a ſpace they diſmiſt the Pagans whileſt the 
chiſtians betoke themſelues to counſell, where Gualtier de, 
marinded what courſe was to be taken in theſe tunes of ex⸗ 
tremitte. Gzeat pꝛinces ( ſaid Duke Naymes) this is my 
opinton:to the embaſſadours ſhould no indig be offred, 
both becauſe they are but the tongues of others hearts,and 
alſo becauſe our barons whom they detatne,are ſubic to the 
like vengeance,wherefoze let vs demaund aide ofthe Chai⸗ 
CianKing Karaheu of Juda,andof the king Moyſant,and 
his ſonne Florion, intreating them, to whoſe religion and 
land it as nearely concerneth , ſpeedily to repaire with thetr 
fozces , and maintaine the Temples oł sur Cod, aud eur 
owne liberties. Zo this counſel! cucry one concluded, Then 
ſending foz the Pagans againe, thus Gualtier made them 
anſwere : Pagans , returne to pour Lozdes at your pleas 
ſure, anuſay to Mermont and the others, that J am hear- 
tily ſaie fo2 the thaaidome of m ſonnes pet can 7 not.alter 
their foztuges :as fo their muaſion ,1f they come to cxile 
me. my (wo2de ſhall defend mer, whlleſt there is eyther 
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natine honour in me, 62 till the nls2/ons God of my crea» 
tion foꝛſake mer. Sap he ſaide thus, who will doe thug? 
With this anſwere the Pagans reparted , and Gualticr 
diſpafched Ketter to King Karaheu : and the Emperour 
Charles and Gualtier himſelfe went to Jeruia'em, where 
they found the god king Mo) ſant, who entertained them 
with royalty beyond expectation. To him Gualticr receuns 
ted his ſonnes miſfoꝛ tunes and the thzeats of his own ouer⸗ 
thꝛowe to whome Moyſant pzomiſed all the aide and ſuc⸗ 
cours of his kin guome. Then went they to the holy ſepul⸗ 
chꝛe, where they offered vp their volbes, gifts, and pꝛoteſta⸗ 
tions, end then with all ſpæde returned backe to Babylon, 
where they found (laretta the Quæne in great perpleritie 
of ſoꝛraw f92 the loſſe of her feure ſonnes. The ſame dale 
art iued king Karaheu withſeucntene thouſand knights ol 
eſtimation, all which were gallantly receiucd, The next 
mo2ning came Florion of Meſque with fine thouſand,and 
his father Moyſant with as many: olds Guyon of Den- 
marke, the bzother of Oger, and the father of Gualtier 
was not yek dead, he bzought with bim foure thouſand : ſo 
there was in tf abilon offfrange nations thzeſcoze thouſand 
beſides fiue thouſandewhich the Emperour Charles bzought 
with him. Al which receiued an othe befoze the thꝛone of the 
true God, not to leaue Gualtier fill the death. Now let vs 
leaue them a while, ar.dreturne we to Iuorim, and Male- 
grap,the two Embaſſadours, who returning to Mermont 
and the other Pagan Kings, deelarod their anſwere the e⸗ 
ſtate of Babylon, the pzeſence of Charlemaine, and the ge- 
nerall reſolation oł the whele nation. Mermont at the fic, 
with filence beganne to wonder, til Heruine awaking him 
ſaide : What dzeame von of (my Lo2de?) my heart is ſet 
cnfire with their wozdes. J beſerch you fog hononrs ſake, 
let vs march away pzeſently . Pereapon a trumpet was 
ſauyded, and they all departed till they came within halle a 
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jeague of Babylon, their whole army being thꝛee hun dzed 
thouſand , amongſt whom were foure giants, which were 
the bzothers of Bruhier, whom Oger had ſlaine befoze the 
walles of Lavn . When the ©mperour vnderftade they 
were come, he ſaid , it would be a miabty indignitie, if 
they ſhould moleſt him in the towne , wherefoze he would 
nee ds iſſue fozth,though all the dangers of the wozld hung 
on the aduenture. 
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How Ch v lemaine and all the chriſtian army ſallied out 
of Babylon. 2 Of the great battell, and how A- 
wine flew Guion of Denmarke his ynknowne vnckle, 
3 Alſo how Charlemaine, Gaultior, and all the twelue 
Peers were taken priſoners, and their army diſcom- 


fired. 


Db beganne Charle maine, by the 
ſummons of the trumpets to ga- 
ther together of the chziffian armp 
F 6-0co , and planting them in a 
| | ſouldierly pꝛopoztion fog the ſally, 
ly | code about the troupes with theſe 
| | (ncouragements :.3Þou ſinewes of 
N SM! Rings, andvphoitersof $Honar- 

— — ( wdhies, IJ boſarch you this day be als 
mighty in reiolucton and combat agenſt that K 
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ifhe whiſper in vour heartes a thought of retiring imagine 
now the glozie ot heauen (fo ſo it is) is to be gotten by the 
conqueſt:and that the height of felicitie,foz which from pour 
infancies pon haue made endicſſe impꝛecations, is ſent from 
abuue, and on this bay by your balcurs to be atchieucd ; 
that dane, angel · like contend [02 your perpetuall happmeſſe, 
and that crowne of immoꝛztall recommendations, which the 
God ol our fo2efathers will beſtowon euery one that raiſety 
bis (rueth aboue theſe nuſbelauing, inftdels . Behold then, 
(vou champions of the higheſt ) howe like hunger ſtarued 
beaſtcsthep come rauentng , and hare alreadie befoze pour 
faces deuoured pour owne ſuppers: wherefoze renenge that 
indignitie, and maintame the frerdome of pour Religion, 
Thee and thamieothcr ſpacches the Emperour Charles vied, 
to v hich the people anſwered with Qoutinges and reioy- 
cinas. Then might pe haue heard a wezld of trumpets ſound, 
double ſo manic d2ummes , tabozs and famburins : after 
which they marched againſt the Nagans who in like maner 
carne 02dered and aranged to the encounter , king Mer- 
mont, with Meruine, being two of the foʒmoſt leaders. 


2 When Guion of Denmarke , who was the bother 
of Oger and father to Gualtier,beheld Meruine,hecharged 
his launce and ranne againlt him, whom Mcruin with the 
ſame accomplement regreetedin the tmcounter ; the ga old 
Guion bzake his taunte, but without hazard te Meruine, 
who on the tontrarie part {mote him with ſuch furte, hal he 
ouerthʒew hun dead tothe ground without motion. W ben 
Gui. n$ band beheld that miſfoztune,they al at once «Cailed 
Meruineſericufip;but his defence was gallant, that he lely 
all ws he touched. Now topned the battel on euery ade pe⸗ 
rillous,ſtrong, 6 graucus agaiuft thechziftians end caauel, 
t deſperat again! þ pagans. Mermont Gaudiſſe gBrandis 
that day wondzed oz they were at the beginning 1 — 

tele 
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chiefe : but aboue all was Meruine highly feared , fo death 
vpon his ſwoꝛd had taken an euerlaſting lodging: he as he 
poſted, bzake their rankes aſunder, fo2 not any Chaitin 
durft dare to aſſatle hum. On the other five, Charles the 
great, king of Fraunce , duke Naymes and the twelne 
peeres, did ſuch admirable exploits by their chinalrie , that 
had it not beene fozthe tnuincible pzoweſſeof Meruine, the 
Pagans had not ſtwd one houre betoze them, albert they 
were th2& bundzed thouſand : ſo expeet and wife in warres 
like actions was Charles. Allthis while the battelencrea⸗ 
ſed:atlaſt Charles incountered with Malegrape,towhom 
with loyous hisecrceltent ſwoꝛd he gane ſuch ablowethat 
he diuided him to the nauell, and withall cried, Courage 
Mountioy, Saint Denis. Then Tuorin beheld Male- 


grape, ſlame, he thꝛuſt himſelfe againſt Charles: but the 
emperoz gaue him ſuch ente rtamment as he fel dead to the 
carth back ward: after him, another and another. The duke 


Naymes imitated themperoꝛ as nere as might be, who ins 


countring Gaifier, cat off one othis armes, Gautier that 


had but newly ſane the death ol his father, line a mad man 
did wonderkfuil aatans neither was Moy ſant noz his fon 
Horton (hozt of pzatſewo;thy commendations. As fo the 
god king Karahcu, he was in the midſt of the battel Where 
he incountred king Mermont, vnto whom he gaue ſuch a 
bio m. that be tulled his hoꝛſe varer him and he had then bin 
taken pꝛiſoner. had he not ctied Montment, ſo lowde that 
Meruine heard him, who thꝛuſting his mare fo ward, oꝛe⸗ 
th;ew all betweene him and Mcrmont . No lonet was he 
ſenc but all ſouldiaurs gaue him place, lo wel they knew, 
and were acquainted with him, only king Karabeu fowty 
ly withſtod him, aud ſtrake ſo mighty a blow on his target, 
that in the middeſt he ci ne it aſunder. 7Uhercat Meruine 
was much grieued, and in quit al gaue him ſuch a blow with 
Eutrant, that he claus him to the tawes, Thus was — 

Karancu 
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Karahcu'whoſeiike hardly ſuruued flaine by Meruine: 
who aftetwoird was by a genetall Tounſell ctanonized a G. 
and called ſaint Karahcu. Man miracles were done after 
the battell, which J may not tepoꝛt. but muſt teturne to 
Meruine, who fill conquered where he came. 
the relt, he New a kinſeman of Charlemaines , foz which 
the empe:our being dilpieaſed, and ſecking reuengement, 
ei countted a pagan whom de ouerthzew, and had flaine, 
but toꝛ the reſcuc of many. ſoulitours , Tetrible was the 
batiell, both ofthe one ide and the other. Motwithftany- 
ing that our Chziffians were few in number, yet their ſpi⸗ 
rits ſo oft cedoubled, that their hands were bathed in bloy 
, continaally , Gautier ſtraue fill to renenge his fathers 
death. Meruine to iatteaſe his canqueſt, by hap he incoun- 
tred with therie of Dampmartin, thzowing hozſe and man 
to thearth? and taking hun pꝛiſonet bound him with coꝛds. 
Then came the earle of Labzecto revenge Dampmartin: 
but the gentle A/cruine ſone vnþozſed him, and toke him 
p2iſoncr, 


3 At which Mermont retopced , betauſe he was the 
xb. pzifoner Meruine had taken: ſo greatly werethe rh2i- 
ftians diſco2aged by the pzoweſſe of Meruine, as thep now 
began ſhamefully-to flie fo2 their ſafetie, and ſaue twentie 
thouſand that fill were reſolued , not aman would ſtate to 
ſuſtaine battell. VA hereat Charlemaine ſoztowed greatly 
ſay ing, their ſhames ſhould not follow him but their owne 
confuſtons:which done ,deſperately he ran ints the midſt of 
the battell and D. Naimes after him;rffecting greater mt- 
racles than befoꝛe. Mcruine rode tritmphantly,and in the 
end met with the Counte Villiers, the carle of Flanders, 
and the xy pertes: amongſt them began along fearfull,and 
a doubt full battell, but in the end, foz all things are ſubieu 
to foztune, they were euery one taken pꝛiſoners: ſo as ofthe 

chaiſtian 
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chꝛiſtian hoſte remained no moe commanders but thempe- 
ro; Charles, and dake Na imes, who defended themſelues 
gallantly againf their enemies. Meruineſ@tng Charle- 
maine; he fell in lone with his vertnes, ſaying: D Maho- 
met, bow downe thine eies, and behold j inuincible ch2t- 
frrans : and then moned with one enutsus loue, and alone, 
lleſt enuy ſhould wzong ſo excellent perfection, tnied toths 
common ſouldiers, vpon paine of death not ts touch them: 
which cõmandement they oveyed,foz they durſt not gaine⸗ 
ſtand. Ther, Meruine oppoſing himſelfe again} them with 
honozable ſpaches, the true badges ofperfen magnanimi. 
tie, he ſaid: Pꝛinces, pteld your ſelues, when Fo2tune can 
auatle to na moze tonqueſt, and inrich me with pour names 
bicauſe nan pagans haue told me the ai mes you bears bo 
belong fo Francs, and that one ot pon allo is the emperour, 
Thou ſaieſt true, (ſaid Charles) and know, my name foz 
dꝛead of any Data zen was nener changed : Charles is my 
name, Charles that tuleth Rome, Fraunce, and all Chzt- 
ſtendome : and dis is duke Naym es, the neareſt to me in 
counſeil and affection,thercfoze ſtand vpon thy gnard, and 
appꝛoch vs not. fo2 here wil we liue and hei t will we learn 
to dir. Who fit ſt pꝛe ſents himſcifeto be our tutoʒ, al ne- 
ner haue other pꝛieſt ſurgeon, oꝛ ſepulchze. At this ſpeach a 
pagan king ruſht to duke Naimes, giuing him ſuch a blow 
as he ſtrake him to the ground: but the duke quuck!y reco- 
vered his fete againe, and mad with that amazement,ſent 
him backe ſuch arcquitall , that the Pagan thereof died, 
And then wers the Emperour andthe Duke aſſailed on e⸗ 
uery ide freſhly : who-notwithſfanding defended them 
ſelues valiantly : inſomuch that Meruine pitied them and 
fode in doubt whether it were better he Could pzeuaile, oz 
ther periſh , At this he deſcended from his mare, and em⸗ 
bzacedking Charles, to whom he ſaide, Thou excellent 


wonder of anighthed, alas, thy defence is botleſſe, J we 
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to thine thy ſoztnne would periſh; yield to him, whoſe p(/ 
ty then hatt taken pꝛiſoner in beholding thy vertns.Charls 
bearing this, and ſuch honoz in his enemy, (aid : Thou glo⸗ 
rious almightp, that fo2 their ſinne exiled Adam and Eue 
from paradiſe, comfozt, and counſell ma: and with that he 
yielded himſelfe to Meruine, only defiring hin to ballance 
his honoz,not by the foile of his ouerthzow . Sacred empe- 
ro2 (qd Meruine)feare no miſfo2tune, thy thaaldome ſhall 
be but thine owne pleafure : then reteiuing his (woꝛd, and 
taking off his helmet, deliuered him to a band of the nobleſt 
Pagans « to whom he gaue ſo ſpeciall charge of adozation : 
reuerence , that like a demte-god he was deified . Duke 
Naymes ſeing Charlemaine taken, deliuetd his ſwo2d to 
Meruine. Thus was the empero2 Charles, duke Naimes, 
the rij penres, and xrxiitz noble ch2iftians taken pꝛiſonets, 
and all bound one to another, except the empetout, who had 
ingaged his topall woꝛd te Meruine, not to depart with- 
out his licence. This being done, and that there was not 
left achziltian which was not lain oz taken, Meruin went 
inſtantly. and gaue an aſſault to Babilon, but the citizens 
knowing it folly to withſtand, when their chiefs comman- 
ders were impꝛiſoue d, cams fozth, and delivered the towne 
to their mercie, bowing their neckes to the poke of flauerie, 
renouncing the only true God, became miſbelientng miſ- 
creants. 4s ſone as Mermont was entred into the towne 
he tmpziſoned Charlemaine and the other Ch ſtians in a 
tower where they were ſafely garded, as p2izes of ine ſti⸗ 
mable,value:bat king Charles ſpent all his time in teares 
and ſuch like lamentations . Alas, thou maiden mother of 
the wo2lds ſaluations ought I alone to be theſubiec oc all 
miſfoztune! muſt my long admire hono die in ſo ſhameful 
a graue of diſparagement , and muſt my rule that tretcht 
beyond Curope 4 Ala, be her ſelfe contained in a ſquareof 
this little compaſſe. Jfſo it muſt be, it is my ſinne, s happie 

J. 
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4, it it alone be chaſtiſed foꝛ my tranſgreſſious:thus ſpake 
king Charles, whoſe bird flouriſhed like a white palme tre. 
Meruine hauing now alittle repaſted himſelie, called toge- 
ther the pagan kings and pzinces, ſaying: Py lozds, this 
place we muſt make no place of repaſt 02 banquetting , be- 
cauſe ſluggardiſe is hatefull to the honour , whereto we co⸗ 
net to aſpire : wherefoze pzepare pour ſelues pzcſently to 
depart, foz J will not reſt till Y haue taken Meſques and 
Jeruſalem , and bꝛonght the whole countries thereabout 
to our ſubicctton,and taught the people to adoꝛe no god but 
Mahomet. Lozd Mernine, ſaid Mermont, thy will halbe 
our guide and thy courſes ſhall direct vs: Then ſending 
their dꝛummes and trumpets about, and ſommoning their 
bands together triumphantly, they departed from Baby - 

lon,andſo reſtieſſecontinuedin their marchings that they 
ſhoꝛtly appeared befoꝛe the walles of Meiques, fo which 
they laid ſo fearefull a ſiege, and gaue ſuch maruecltons aſ⸗ 
ſaults, as in few dayes they toke the towne putting man, 
woman, and child to the \wo2d, except thoſe that witlingly 
fell downe and adozed Mahomet. Thus Meruine made 
himſelfelozd and maſter of Meſques, fo2 he had a deſire to 
rule in that citty: pet he wouldnedes fozwardfo Jeraſa- 

lem. So he made a Pagan his lieutenant to rule 
only iu his name: and with the greateſt 
pomp that might be, befoze his depar- 
ture, ccowned hiniſelfe king 
of Peſques. 
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C HAP. XXVI. 


' How Merume and the Pagan hoſt came before leru- 
ſalem, 2 How the citizens rendred vp the towne. 3 
How Ateru ne re fuſed to enter into the citie, but re- 

turnd to Babilon, at which many of the pagans mur- 


mured. 


Fter Meſques was conuerted to the damnable be⸗ 
19 1 liefe of Mahomet, and Meruiue had eſtabliſhed it 
foz his owne gouernment, he would not ſlup anie 
excafion, but charged all his army to be in readi⸗ 
nelle, fo2 that fozthwith he would march to Jeruſ em, to 
make himſelle loꝛd of that mighty towne and the cauntrey 
thereto adio ning. When Mermont heard him, and ſaw 
the deſire he had to ſpꝛead their law thꝛough all nations, he 
ſaid: O Mahomet, how great are thy wozkes , that from 
the loines of the poꝛe merchant Barbin, halt yaiſed aglo⸗ 
rious bzanch, to exalt thine honour, and to bing all Chi⸗ 
ſtendome to ſubuerſion? This ſpake Mermont in the hea⸗ 
ting ol Meruine, fo whom he did all the reucrend honours 
might be deuiſed: but in loule, both he and all the Pagan 
2inces exfreamely hated him, becauſe the honoꝛs wheres 
with they chined, were but boꝛtowed from his ſplendoz. 
And {02 that their labours coul neuer attaine to a perfite 
end, pet they durſt not but obey him feare, not love 4cing 
their rulet. All things being now pzepared, they deparied 
ttom Meſques, and marched with ſuch pꝛoſpetous expedi⸗ 


tion, 
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tion, that they came befoze the noble and ſacred towne, 
where the Lainve of unmt all giozie ſuffced his death and 
paſſion fo; the wozlos redemmption. 


2 As ſone as Meruine beheld it he pꝛadiſed it and im 
m diatly pzepared foz ſo ſtcong and dzeadfull aſlault: fo 
that the poꝛe C hꝛiſtians beholdiag their imminent danger, 
held a counſell, and concluved to deliner vp the keyes of the 
citie : wheretoze comming fozth, and caſting themſclues 
pꝛoſtrate befoze Meruine, they (aid ; Dꝛead Loꝛd of our 
liues andbcings, behold, we the chiefe rulersof this haples 
towne, render out ſeſues to thy gratious mercy, deltucring 
to ther as to our liege loꝛd, all ourpoſſeſſtons, pzomiſing to 
ſerue ther lolallp, and to hold thy faith lawe, and ieligion. 
Meruine hearing them replied, Citizens ſtand vp, and be 
courageous, fo2 pour peace is concluded inan happy houre. 
Allute you ſelues from the honour of mp reputation,nep- 
ther man, woman no child ofthis towne ſhall ve damatff- 
ed: (oreturne in all peace, and be lopall: fo2 not a ſouldiet 
ſhallcome wit hin your gates, but we will all refurne vnto 
Babilon: then turning to the hoſte,he com manded them to 
take vp their pauillions and march towards Babilen 


3 At this all the Sarazens were miſchieuouſly agrie- 
ued, and with pziuatemurmuring, railed vpon Mcruine, 
who to their troubles woul v allot no ending but notwith- 
ffandiny, all they ſet fozward, and by the reſtleiſe labour of 
many dayes and nights, at laſt thep arriued at Babylon, 
where they banqueted and repoſed themlſelues, the ſpace ot 
iy days. After it hapned vpon a dap, that Iacob the mer» 
thant tanie to Meruine, and ſaid: Ho now my loꝛd, hoo 
walks loue in vout thoughts t what, is he vtterly exiled? is 
there ne remnant af memozyp left to pzeſerne the perfectids 


df beatifull Berea? Va lacob (ſaid he) moze then W 
ences 


e firſt part of 


ſcnces ate able to meaſure:but why doſt thou now examine 
me vpon this holy articie? Foz this daid Iacob) that if ab- 
ſented time haue not ſhut e xcellencie in doubtfulneſſe, then 
would J haue you , that you may by it binde her loue in a 
moze eternall band of affection. Take Charles, his twelue 
peeres, and the reſt of thy pꝛiſoners, and as the conqueſts of 
thy lwoꝛd and her beauty, deliuer them to her ſacred maie⸗ 
ſtie, that ſhe may diſpoſe them, vntill they returne from 
Feaunce,andthoſeother countrics, which alredy tho? hall 
ſabdued , andof which in enſuing time thou ſhalt be king 
and ruler. Iacob qd Meruine, theu haſt tutozed me tomy 
contentment,and thy councelisas anDzacle: foz to hir and 
no other my ſelfe and my ſwoꝛd is denoted. As they were 
thus conferring Mermont entred in, who with a lawly, pet 
kingly adozation, ſaluted Mcruine, and moze would haue 
done, if he knew, to haue done,moze fo2 feare he ſtod in to⸗ 
wards him, than foz any religious affegion he bare him 
and then laid; Py lozdqy Meruine, it behoues you now 
to thinke of your expedition into Fraunce , and to diſpoſe of 
thei ch2iftians von haue already taken. @aide Meruine, 
if your Maieſtie will walke into the great hall, where the 
reſt ol the pagan pzinces are ſet in counſell, we wil diſcufſe 
of this affaire. Mcruine calling the gaoler, commanded him 
to fetch the pꝛiſoners he had in charge. Inſtãtip the Turk 
perfoʒmed his will, and bꝛought foꝛth Charles, the twelue 
Peres, and all the reſt ofthe chꝛiſtian patſoners . As (one 
as Meruinc ſaw them he ſtd vp and ſaid, kings pꝛinces, 
and bacons, My will is, that theſe Chꝛiſtian pꝛiſoners be 
conueyed to the caſtle of Turgon, vntill by my pꝛoweſſe J 
haue congueredFrance,and all the kamous countries bogs 
deringher territozies. Yow (ſaid Caudifle) oz wherefoze 
hall they be thither haled 4 © whatreaſon is in ſo doing: 
J tell vou, their lues are dangerous. death they haue deſer⸗ 
ue d, and death by my wil thal they haue. Scarce were his 


Wozns 
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wozds ended, but another pagan role vp, ſaying: Meruine 
attend my wo2ds. This many peecs haue I traueld my bo⸗ 
dy and waſted my reuenues tu effect theſe conqueſts, and 
ſhall J now loſe my gnerdon: part haue J wonne of theſe 
pzifoners,my part will J haue, and that part ſhall part with 
their liues at this pꝛeſent. and J alls, ſatd another pagan , 
who was both rich in wealth and ffrong in friends, and his 
name was Gratian : tis reaſon J haue my part and p2ofite 
of theſe pꝛiſoners, otherwiſe pꝛintes, let vs ioyne together, 
and with our \wozys diuide them, 
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CHAP. XXVII. 


How Meruize would not conſent to the death of the 
chriſtians.2 The great battell which fell out in the 
palace. How the chriſtians aided Merwine, and how 
the pagans came and cried him mercy. 


ben Mcruin(andnot without we ver ſaw 
be arrogancie of the pagans, aad that her- 
= BAN fo2ce they would dinide thoſeſpotles a. . git 
7 * 4 them, which his \ws2> onely had obtained, 

he was almightily diſpleaſed, and with a fle- 


1 
tie countenaunce of anger, told them, it ould not be as 
they had deemed, but that in deſpight of the pꝛoudeſt in that 
aewbly, he would beare the chziſtians to Montment: 
ad as diuins trophees of his affection, he loc uld pꝛeſent the 
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lo his tele ſtiall Lady and miſtre ile. (as Iacob beſoze had giz 
uen him tounſell) whereloꝛe / layd he) it there ber any pagan, 
of what eſtate ſoeuer that ſpeaks another wozd ofreſiſtancy, 
Entrant my ſwoꝛd ſhall beſo cquallatudge twixt him 4 me, 
of my vengeance, that the reſt ſhall be warned by his miſf:;- 
ture:and then raiſing bis voyte moze higher, What (ſaid he) 
will yon diutde the things belong to mee at your pleaſure? J 
ſweare by mine homage ta Mahomet, the pꝛoudſt paę à that 
dares to contravicemy wil, oʒ miſlikes the intents ot mine ac⸗ 
tions, ſhal fozfeit his head ta my ſwoꝛd pʒeſentlp. As he thug 
ſpake, a Gratianroſe vp who had about him a mighty band 
of ſara zens. and ſwars by Mahomer, he would kill Charle- 
maine, foz he hath bene the ſcourger 4 to2menter of ourreli- 
gion. herfoze{ſaid he) this day wil I take vengeance on his 
head and not be withſtod by thzeates,o2 denied my pleaſure 
by a boy,» baſe ſon of a ſilly march at. At this woꝛd he went 
fo king Charles, and toe him by the beard, which was whi⸗ 
ter then ſnow,ſaying:falſe traiterous king, this day will J 
hang ther like a thieſe, and withal ſtroke hun with a cudgel. 


2» Mhich was ſo vnpleaſant to the epes of Mernine, that 
oꝛawing Enttant hisſwezd, he ſtrake king Gratian twirt 
the necke and the eare with mch violence, that he chined him 
euen to the girdle: but no (oner was that fatal blow deliue red 
but the whole armie alauled Meruin with infinite violence: 
pet miraculcuſly defending himſelfe,neuer ſtriking in vaine, 
ſo that from euery blo v death enſued. There was amongſt 
them another king e colin to Gratian, who was the greateſt 
ſetter fo2ward of the ſedition him Meruine ouerthzew dead 
to the ground, and then began the battelltoincreaſe with 
buge hozroar againſt Meruine, who like a mad-man laied 
about him hete and there not (paringany, 
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tie Meruin had thzuſt himſelte in to this dagerous aductutt 
they concluded among themſelues, either to aide him oꝛ pc; 
rich in attempting: and the th2uſting themſelues befoze hin? 
they ſaid, courage pꝛince Meruine, this day we will die foz 
ther, foꝛ thou halt bæne gracious to our miſfoztunes, and we 
will partake thiae ex remitie. Mith that, they thzuſt them 
ſelues age inſt the pagans, with euer one a ſwoꝛd in his fifk, 
making a feareſult and bloudie ſkirmiſh, from one they cut 
his head, from another his arnies, legs from the third, and 
generally, liſefrom the moſt they encountred, Charles in 
this batte! behaued himſelfe moſt couragionſiy,but Meruine 
mo2e enraged then a long hunted boze , without regard, 
made ſlaugh ter ot al befoze him, and by the ayde of thechzi⸗ 
ſtians, quickly winowed the hall ot liuing creatures. Mer- 
vine ſeing this, ſapd to the chziſtians:Loꝛds, beware that by 
you no treaſon betide my fo2tune,fo2 then ſhal your vniuſt⸗ 
nes giue ſhame to your valuies. Pzince Meruin qd Charls, 
doubt not our truſtineſſe, who whillt we bꝛeath wil not faile 
thy fo2tune,q4 when thou art conquers2-be tudge of our liues 
t deaths as pleaſe thee. After thele ſpeeches they al iſſued aut 
of the hal, a((ailed the pagans on enery ſide, who with feare 
were ſo ſatpꝛiſed, that thr , vu not to what toztune to be - 
take the, but cried out: woe alas, Meruin is inraged, he bath 
fozgot, Mahomet,4is become a chziſtinn. Notwithſtanding 
this Meruine and thc chꝛiſtians purſued them aud as the hi⸗ 
ſtozte ſaieth,flew 64. in a moment, which not a litle grieued 
Mermont, whe now tould not recoꝛd any meane hob to aps 
peaſe Meruine. At laſt he talled Barbin;am with teares bes 
ſought hun to cole the ſice of his ſonnes w2ath : then thep 
two loining together, went g on their knars caſt themſe lues 
befoze him, whileſt Mermon: ſaid:pzince Meruine,foz the 
loue of Mahomet and Barbin thy father, and in ruth of my 
teares whom ſometimes tbau halt called thy ſouetagine aps 
peaſe thy iuſt indignation, and Jle ſweare untotte by the 
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hoſke of Makomet to perfozme thy wil in al things, e if it b 
pleaſing in thy ſight,hencefo;th become thy ſublet. By Iu- 
piter, ſaid Meruine, thou haſt ſpoken in a happy houre, Riſe 
father. and tiſe king of Montment, mins ang x ſhal bzeake, 
if my wꝛongs be 2mende?, Then turning to the chaiſtians, 
he ſapy,Pzinces,returne into the hal, ſoʒ a tiuce ſhalbe con 
tluded a np wil no moze negleded. Jo ſoner had he ſpoken, 
but Charles t his pæts, te urued into the pallace, and Mer. 
ainc with an aiigry loke ſapd to he pagans: Pzinces,ima- 
gine mer not ſatiſked, though I ſhew a relenting: foz by my 
right hand. my ſeruants death ſhall not be diſmiſſed, til the 
pꝛoudeſt of ycu all, vpon pour knas come &cry me mercy, 
At this ali the pagans caſt themſelues on thetr faces befozs 
him, and with one topee cried, haue mercy vpd vs inuincible 
pzincs Meruine,and thy will ſhall be the law to rule vs and 
our nations. Bere pitie toke plac: in the eyes of Meruine, 
and raiſing them from the earth, gaue fo them new peace 
and comfozt. Which done, he bade them arme themſelncg 
to guard thoſe chꝛiſtians to the caſtſe on Furgon, which is 
ſcituate within Montment, where he intendes to detaine 
them till his returne from France e her neighboꝛ countreis, 
where he ment to ruinate their abbeps, and burne the mo- 
naſteries of ancient foundation: this done, they ran a kiſſed 
bis fete in ligne of their ſubiection , glozying that by him 
they and their la wes ſhould be ſo highly e xalted. Thus tri⸗ 
umphed they with pzoudhearts, but J fear me within Hozt 
ſpace they will haue ather reſolutiens: foz euen now almoft 
is the ſacred finger of the diall , vpon the hower in which 
Meruine ſhall know,who is his trugfather, and the 
topall deſcent ofhis gloztous pedegree; a hiſtozy 
moze delectable to heare, then thoſe iaxting 
— tumnlfsalreadyouer paſſed, 
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How Aera me departing from Babylon, brought 
Charlemaiue and the other Chriſtians to the caſtle of 
Tur gon. 2 Of the apparition ot the angel ro Charles. 3 
How Aſcruine knew himſelfe to be the ſonne of Oger, 
ag the fairy Morgue, 

Die He hiſtc2y repszteth,that during the time that 

5 Meruine was in Babplon (where he bꝛought 

the pagans and Ddacazens to ſuch ſubirction, 


8 >; humblenes) the god king Charles who many 
tines pla zealous admiration beheld Meruine, at laſt ima⸗ 
gined him 10 lively to pꝛeſent the image of Oger, that he 
could not chuſe but one day ſapd vnto hum pʒince Mernine, 
J know not thy deſcent no2 gencratton , but of what oz 
whence ſoeuer thou art, bela ue me thou doeſt ſolinely te- 
ſemble the moſt vitozious duke of Denmarke pꝛince Oger, 
that were but hatre diſcouered vpon thy youthfull chinne, 7 
would haue ſapd, thou hadſt bene no likely hd, but the ſelf- 
ſame molt excellent creature: fo2 of my ſoule there ia not the 
greateſt maſtet pauꝛtet in the wozld that can ſo vere figure 
his pc2:ratt as thine ownelwkes : neither diſoaine that to 
him thou art compared, foz that neuer pet in aup battell 131g 
there pagan, Zutke o Sarazen; that bymanhod wagable 
foreſiſf hum. Tis moſt true, ſapd duke Naimes; and the 
twelue pertes alſo. 
When Mer uin heard th, he ſapd, J know not wel my (ct?, 
lohat m ſelke am but many as well Satazens as chzifttans, 
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who haue ſerne the duke Oger haue euer compared me vntg 
bim, ſo that my ſelſe am in loue with him to whom my ſelle 
am lo often compared. After diners other ſuch like dif- 
courſes , Meruine tõmanded the Chziſtians to mount them 
ſelues on hozſebacke, and then comming to Permont and 
Gaudiſſe, he ſatd, J wil my Lozds that pon ſtap here in Ba. 
bilo till my rerurne, whilſt J connep theſecgʒiſtians tothe 
eaſtieof Curgon where they ſhalbe ſart ly impꝛiſoned, and 3 
will leaue the keves with beautifall Berea, whoſu vntillmp 
retarne J wil! make their Tmpꝛeſle. Paince Mervine ſan⸗ 
ſwered Mermonrt)be all things as pleaſeth the, fo; willing. 
ly we will ſtay to attend thy pleaſute. T dis ſpake hee with a 
ſeruile humbleneſſe, rather inlerd from feate, theniTuing 
from a certaine loue Thus Meruine and with him 4000. 
of the bcſt eſfeemed Pagans toke their teurnep towards 
Furgon; whither the heauens and all the gratious aſpectsof 
wel po2tending Plansts happely guide hun, becauſe he ſhal 
neuer returne to Babilon, till he bee made a diuine and res 
ligieus Ch2iſtian, roting from the facecf the earth both 
Mahomert and all other falſe gods, and onely lifting vp in 
moſt hie cxaltation the ame of the eurrliumnngl ESVS, 
So pꝛoſperouſly thry iournepd that anon they tame within 
the fightaf Pontment, where Meruine calling Iacob, ſent 
him beſoze taduertiſe Berea of his appzoching: who with an 
entire zeale perfozmed his comandement. And after he was 
entre to the towae, he aſcended the allais, where he found 
the only ſtarte of perfection Berea, whom with low humble- 
neſſe he laluted, and repoꝛted the commingof Meruine,the 
bzinging of ging Charles of France, the twelue Peres, an 
diuers others whome his inuincible pꝛoweſſe had made cap⸗ 
tiues befoze the walles of Babilon. }erca hearing this had 
al het ſconces ſo ſuddenly ouergone with ioy that from her as 
mazement iſſued nothing but great wõ oer. But Drohes who 
ſadly had giuen attention to his diſcourſe, diſcolued hts = 
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blod in water from his eyes,and with extremitie ofpaſſion 
thus exclaimed, thou true God of glozy, how ſpeedily ſhal 
the ruine ok France fall vpon her boſome,fith Charles and 
the twelue perrs, the columnes that ſuſtaind her, are bzoken 
by Meruin, whoſe vnſpeakable magnamuntie nothing hath 
fo2ce to reſiſt! Man other tearss of ſozrowſull meanings 
fell from god knight Drohes, who foz the loue of Charles 
ſamed to pire, with lamenting. Now the day being growne 
by many hour s aged, Meruin and his tratneentred the city; 
thence he went tothe Palace where Berea moſt ropally gar- 
ded came down and met him: between them was an incoun - 
ter of hie delicacte,the;r armes locking together their lippes, 
aud from their lippes interchangeably bzeathing their ſonles 
into ech others boſome. Many pꝛettie queſtions they had of 
eche others ſafetie,many ozacles ot theit foztunes and many 
hiſtoꝛies of the:r loues, the legends wherof laſted, till they 
were returned into the great hall ofthe Pallace. Zhen were 
the Ch2iſtians conneyed tothe caſtel of Turgon, and ſafely 
impziſoned,all the Peres being moft viſconſolate. 


2 Onelp king Charles from whom no miſfoꝛtune would 
take away the title of a royal ſpirit, and whoſe faith in the li⸗ 
uing God was ener vamoueable , calf hinſcife on both his 
knees to the ground, and with lift vp hants,and ereged eyes 
thus payed, Gloztous God, that toʒ our nnes and fo; our 
ſaluation vouchlafedſt thy life by thy death aud paſſion, thou 
that the third day roſe againe e aſcende dſt into heauen , thou 
that veliueredſt Adam & the Pzophets which had attended 
thy conuming alſo,as this is true, e on it my faith ie groun⸗ 
ded,ſo JF beſeech thes be mp deligerer from theſe gates of ill 
c54nce and bondage. Mhen king Charles had made this 
ſhozt petition in honoꝛ of the holy Ctinitie, he kiſt the earth 
thꝛee times. And then as he was in riüng there appeared ta 
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him an angel ofltght, who bleſedhim with this happy lalu⸗ 
tattun: Nobie king Charles,be not abaſhed, foz that power 
which hitherto hath ſuccoured ther will nol now refuſe the, 
who by me affares the, to mozrow thou ſhalt be delinered 
by Nlethine, Wfois 6 bipii4:D (2tittan , ang the tonne of 
Oger tie beriuous Danet:u heietoꝛe be ſtrong in thy lapth 
8116 takg comfort, i his ſapd the heauenlpemballadoz vas 
11ht frombhis pꝛeſente, and the emperour atter thanks, roſe 
vp, and declared the viſion to the nobles, who called home top 
to their hearts,and glozied in their aduenture, Meruine this 
while was in a pziuate chamber with Perca and Iacob the 
mercham: 2 Gratiana the fairie had withdzawn her (clic to 
behold Drohes in another chamber, where he tent his gar- 
ments, tare his haires, and lamentedercredingly,crying ouf, 
that Meruine ,in whom vertue was onelp beauttifull, would 
be the vtfcr onerthzow ef vertue that had made him beautt- 
fn}. 4h/(aydhe)now ſhal Truth Cap againc with D Vinton, 
and Tune (hall conſume in mourning fo2 his daughter. Pa, 
Charles, Charles, thine affliction is my to2zment,and thy diſ⸗ 
grace the death of dur religion. This ſapd, he fell downe to 
the ground, wꝛung his hands, and with dunibe ſozrow cx- 
ceded all ſpeaking lamentation. After Gratiana had bebeld 
his infinite toꝛmentings and with-all entering into conſide- 
ration, that irom Meruine iſſued this almightie miſerie and 
the the cauſe uühy Meruin mate them ſo miſerable, without 
any wo2dſpcaking,ſhe departedfrom the chamber, her heart 
even wornded {9 death with the terroz ofothers mourning, 
and comming ito an arbour whither euery moꝛning Berea 
was accuſtomed to tome, ſhe there continued all night, viing 
ſuch ſtrange actions of vnuſuall ſoꝛrow, that if ſome dinine 
power had not gtardedher wers, ſhe bad there dilpaired 4 
died. Carely in themozaueg accoꝛ ding to her wont, gentle 
Berea, came fo the atbdur, and beholdiug ( ere ſhe aps 


pzoched) range ſignes of diſtemperatule in in, — 
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alittle to ſe the (Cue, and with that ſhe heard her ſay, Thou 
true God of (mmo2 tall gloꝛy haue mercy vpon me whoſe 
infinite emllded is almoſt run beyond the race of all pitie: 
and then ſhe ſwouned,recouered, and frethly lumented Af- 
ter this Berea came vnto her, and demaundes a reaſon of 
her paſſion, to whom the ſaid, Ha madam, my toʒme nis be 
wozthy no end, becauſe the il J haue conmmutte» is with⸗ 
out meaſure . And then the tecounted vnto her alt ſhe had 
done againſt Meruine, his birth, her enup, his ſtealing as 
wap, ber artiuall in theſe patts, and what belldes whence 
theſe ill turnes were lutcerded. Alas madam, ſaid ſhe, my 
inne is wozthy no redemption , noꝛ my ſozrow any eie ot 
pity : the rathet bicauſe I haue from him kept euer obſcuren 
this which lo pou now J haue reucaled, neither date 3 at 
all make no wne his foꝛtune, tefk ge ſhould kill me ſoʒ my 
treaſon th tcetoze madam let pour geauentp tongue beare 
to hun the emeaiiage of his birth and linage, whilf from 
hence I fle into ome fo2iaken deiart, where neuer man o: 
woman chall mz ee behold me oz my nunſfoztune. 


3 Not ſo antwered Berea, ſith my loue twixt him and 
the hali make a ptace tel concluſion if thou wilt tap here 
and dilate to his owne cares his of-ſp;tng. J wiilinadame, 
ſaid the , and fo2thwith Berea went where the found Mer- 
uine , about whoſe necke when ſhe had foultedhcr armes, 
the ſaid, Sweet loue, I p2ap thee graunt me one little little 
petifion. d hat euer it be ſaid he, it is graunted, be it the 
greateſt thing the wozld containeth. Then, ſaid che, J be- 
ſeech thee be not offended with any cf thy fozepaſſed foz⸗ 
tunes neither with the tauſers of thy deſtiny chiefly with 
CGratiana, who wil repeate to thee the truth of t hp beſcent 
and pedegree. Why lady qd ſhe) ſhould J be offended foz 
my birth? A know J am the ſonne of a merchant , nepthec 
an A aſhamed of that linage, becauſe my chiualrie you . 
alt 
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alt me gdegher in the woꝛld than the ſonne of the greateſt 
Zowldan. Walking along with theſe diſconrfes , anone 
they entredinto the arbour where they found Gratiana, 
who repeated ſuch ſtozies of his foztune, as coſt the — 
many hundzed thouſand pagans and Sarazens: ſuch was 
the valure of Mcru:ne, who by his potverfull magnanmi⸗ 
tie deſcended euen to the gatts ol hell, and made the diuell 
obedient to his ſwo2d. as ſhalbe declared hereaffer, Grati- 
ana no ſohner ſaw Vieruimne,but ſhe fel pon her knees ſap⸗ 
ing; Pzince Meruine, tmmoztally haue J firmed agatniſk 
thee,and the line whence thou art deſcended, adznire not the 
the wonders thou haſt atchieued : fo2 thou art bp birth a 
Chziltian,aud the ſonne ofthe moſt famous that euer dzew 
ſwoꝛd with reſolution, euen the ſonne of Duke Oger, the 
neuer to be conquered unte of Denmarke, who begate 
thee in the Fairy landol the royall bozne Fairie Morgue: 
from her I ſtole thee, hither J bzougbt thee, and here vntil 
now haue J kept incouert thy foztunes: wherefoze I con- 
feſſe my ſelfe wozthy damnation, (ith by me, and by ming 
occaſion thou haſt ruined both thineowne bloud , and the 
glozy of thy fathers religion. When Mcruinc with great 
attention had heard her he grew amazed, e bowing downe 
bis head, ſtod dumde with admiration. At laſt, deſirous to 
be better ſatiſked, he ſaidro Berea, How tan this be? Be- 
lieue me, N cannet truſt this new bozne hons , if it be not 
pzoued moze euident. Meruine (ſaide the Fairy, by my 
ſoule, which ſobs with lozt ow in my bꝛeaſt, ail that A haue 
laid is true,. theu art the ſonne ot the moſt renuwmed Con- 
querour of the wozld , whoat this inſtant is in aixp land 
with the pzincelle ti mother Now the great diuell (aide 
Meruine) that conueied thee hither, coxuey thee to hell ſoz 
the wzongs thou haſt done me, making mine hands the 
murderers of mine owe kin, viper - uke eating my glozie 
from mint owns friends deſtruction : line hencetozth _= 
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ſhed ol ſun-ſhine, and neuer find company but ſhame and 
darknes : hew well hath enery one compared me ts Oger, 
making my loks an index to his vertues, Mel. th J am 
aſſured of iny deſcent, thankes to the Gzeateſf that hath 
ſent me thts vnder ſtanding, whom on mine humble knees 
J pzap to pardon therro2s of my ignozant entls,and to adde 
to inp new ſpirit a net reſolution, that theſe hands of ming 
map teare downe the call. J haue exalted, Turning as 
gaine to Gratiana he ſaid, Thou authoz ot mp ill foztune, 
tell me, am J boptized in the Chꝛiſtian Lawe, oz no: She 
anſwered him that he ldas, king Orient, and king Arius, 
andthe aloztous Meruina, from whom his name was de⸗ 
riued, beuig the witncTcs io the Dacrament., Meruine has 
uing weightily pondered on all the ſpeaches of Gratiana. 
his diſpieaſure greto nilghtily impatient, and he (aid, Pa⸗ 
lictous, auant my ght, and neuer hencefozth dare moze to 
behold me: foz were it not my lone and oath bindes me fo 
this goddeſſe of imp ſernice , (inffantly would J cxecute on 
thee an infinite b?ngeance . àt this angry diſcharge Gra- 
tiana depa.tet with dying ſozrow , from the pꝛeſente of 
Meruine,and as the hidoꝛy repoꝛteth led to a waſt and vn⸗ 
frequented wilderneſſe which bozdereth vpon Damatam, 
where the rem3taed, and where we wil leaue her till ſom! 
better occurrent revoke her, and we will pꝛocer de with res 
nolvined a/ eruine, who eſpouſed Berea, on whom he begats 

Orient the father of Helias that begate Idain that boze 

Godtrey of Bullen, as it is waitien in the holy 
Legend ok the ſame Godfrey. 
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1 How Dyohes inſtructed Aer uine in religion. 2 How 
AMeruine deliuerd Charlemainc, and the eweluc pccrs. 
> How Berea was baptized with the reſt of the cit- 
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tie, andwas named Mathaburna, & other accidents. 


SF 7 @moztally valtant Meruine, when (as you 
4 haue heard he was aſſured of his gencalogy, 
7 Fe 9 which bzed in him no little comfozt, and the 
rather, becauſe he was aThailfian, andthe 
bal ſsnne of ſo famous a champion, pet he not a 

little grieued, that by hun the Chziſttang 
were ſurpꝛiſed and bzonght to io ſtreight a doe of miſſoʒ⸗ 
tune, wherefoze his (ozrow ſtrangely increaſed, which Be- 
rea ſeeing, the grew troubled, ſecking( albeit tn vaine) ma⸗ 
ny waycs ts recomfozt him: which ſeeingthep auailed not, 
ſhe went to Drohes, and diſcontſed all that had chaunced, 
a luelp coꝛ diall that inſpitd with an mexpꝛeſſable gladnes, 
ſo as without any tartiante, he went with hir to the atbour 
where Mcruine lay pꝛoſtrate on the ground, beating him⸗ 
ſetfe with extredme languoz Drohes beholding the furie of 
his patſion, though at fitſt amazed, pet ran to him, 4 with 
true zeale o ener- liuing intimacie, thus bindelp chid him: 
Ha, ad he, thou glozie of mankind, and flower ofchinalrie, 
whither is the virtue ofthy reſolution led, that thou lendit 
conqueſt to a weeping paſſton : Nhat wilt thou in teares 
d;owne thy body, e conſume thy loule: Atiſe, axiſe thou ex⸗ 
6 | cellenteft 
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cellienteCt of all creatures, and withalinely faith in the tiuing 
God of Abraham,aſke pardon foz thy finnes,and thelambe 
of peace that redeemed the wozld, wil wipe ont thy trangreſ⸗ 
flons, ſith vnder the face of heanen, there is not ſo boundleſſe 
an oſfender, as God in hismercy is an almightte pardoner. 
When Meruine had heard Drohes, he roſe vp, kiſſing his 
hand (ayd;thou balm of mine afflictions, s health; to my ſicke 
ſoule, O pardon mee J beſech the, the vnlacky flaughter 
which on the ſea J cõmitted where J ew Gaſien thy vere 
companion,the famous ſon ne oftenommed Oliuer, t the o⸗ 
ther chat as, ot het wiſe J wil (auefif that hand which ſaue⸗ 
fiſtzv them in duty J ſhould haue adozed. Thzice dearefrifo 
(replied Drohes) my inward ſoule hath fo2ginen thee, and 
then Drohes ſate downeanderpoundedtohimm Ss 
of holy ſcripture, 4in@ruced him in all the points of chʒiſt⸗ 
an religion he detlared how our ſamour had a diuine reſtdfce 
in the ſacred womb of the virgin Mary, and how from thence 
hee was deliuered, ſhes being both a mother and a mapd. 
Then how at the age of thzee and thirtie pesres he ſuffered 
death and paMton to deliuet niankind fromthe gates of hell 
and deſtruction : and the third day ariflag from the graue. 
mounted into the dwzes of the higheſt heauen from whence 
her ſent do\wne the holy ſptcite to inſpire and recomtozt his 
apoſties. To be bꝛiefe, there was no point appertaining to 
ſaluation, which Drohes did not explane with moſt heauen⸗ 
ly eloquence. Berea that ſate by, as ſone as che had heat diſ- 
touered the miſteries 4 comfozts of our teligion, with a cons 
fant and maieſticall mode ſtie, rxoſe vp and ſapd : beate wit⸗ 
neſle pʒintes, that here J renounce Mahomer, Tauergant, 
and their Alcherou, and defire to be baptized, andimbzaced 
foz a perfite chaſkian. At this they all clapt theit hands oz 
oy, Enfed the ſkirts of her clothing in token of reuerence, 


2 Then ſayd Meruine, wha thzough Drohes inffruct- 
ons 
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ons wasboth relolued and comfozted, let vs waſte no moze 
time but go and deliuer Charles the emperoz. Fozthwith 
they went, and comming into the caſtle, they found all our 
Varons heauy and ſadde ; but the emperoz reconifozting 
them with kingly reſolutions . Meruine no ſoner tame in 
bis fight, but falling vpon his knees, he ſaid, Nopall king of 
Frannce,\and all you right noble knights ol Chziftendam, 
pardon me J beſeech you, both mine errour and mine ol⸗ 
fences, to you I will be a liege man and a ſubicc : to theſe 
ancuer failing fciend, in the hardeſt aduentures, wham 
in ſigne ot euer liuing amitie, J dcfice to kiſſe. Then aroſe 
be vp and kiſſed both the emperoz and the reſt, and after he 
declared how hee was a Chaiſttan bozne , and the ſonne 
of Oger the Duke of Denmerke. Pan other diſcourſes 
they had, and infinite rctopcings, crying, the ſonne of O- 
ger is become a Chꝛdlian, woe to the Pagans and theu 
falſe god Mahonict . Then iſſued Charles and the reſt 
out of the Caſtle . pꝛoteſting ſolemnelp the ſacke of paga- 
niſme: By mp redæmer, ſaid Charles, J wiflnstreft, till 
I ſethe Satazens tremble under Jopous my god ſwo2d, 
As à am pꝛolod of my birth and pzogente (ſatd Meruine) 
there is not liuing a pagan, how redoubted ſoeuer but if he 
refuſe baptiſnie, he (hall alſo refuſc his life and being Thus 
ſato , they went into a chamber and armed themſelues, 
Meruinecauſed a cozarct.to be winded. at the ſonnd where« 
of, the 4000. Pagans Mcruine had bzought with him, 
aſſembled themlelues in the baſe court of the pallace: vnto 
whom Meruine made this biete ſpeach. Fellow ſonldiers, 
admite not my ſpeach but be reaby in pour reſolues: Pp 
will is, that cuery one of you be baptized , 4 become a chzt- 
ſtian, and he that refuſeth, to die the death: chaſe either 8/ 
fernall life oz deſtruction. The wonder was not little that 
theſe woꝛds caſt amongſtthem, pet what thꝛough i-are of 
bis pꝛoweſſe, and tcrroz to behold the cheiſtians at — 
po 


the hiſtorie of Meruine. 


point armed : they agreed to obey him, both in the courſe 
of life and religion. Meruine commended them, and fozth 
with gaue them charge io range thꝛough thecttte, and fo 
put all to the ſwoꝛd, that refuſed to recetue baytiſme. The 
chailkianperes of France weretheir ſoʒe - leaders, that ſpa⸗ 
red neither man, woman no? child; that would yof be bap⸗ 
tized, ſo that m leſſe than in an houtres pate, ail Pont⸗ 
ment was wholy conuerted. Theſe things ended, Charles 
called Meruine vnto him, and alked it he would accept at 
his hands the honoz of knighthowd . My lozd gd he, it is the 
onely thing to which my thoughts haue a longing: then 
kneling downe, Charles dzew Joyons his ſwoꝛd, and 
laping it on his houldet bade him rife vy the moſt renow⸗ 
med knight vnder the firmament : only be thou ſtedfaſt in 
thy faith. and raiſe high thy god and religion. Thon earths 
ly god ot Europe ( ſaid Meruine) in the maieſty of heaven, 
ar d befoze thy ropall pꝛeſente, I make a vow , there ſhall 
not a pagan moue his fote vpon the earth, ik he renounce 
not Mahomet, and put his truſt in the lung God. And 
what he vowed, be eff:ctvd : fo2 his conqueſts agaiuſt the 
pagans doubled his ouerth:owes againſt the Chizilſiangs, 
as pte hail hegte hereafter, Row had the empero2 Charls, 
Meruine, and the yeres ot france ſo well managed enes 
ry occurtent, that the whole citte of 83 ontment was now 


wholp in their ſubiection, 


Then was there a veſſell filled with water which the 
Archbiſhop or Rheimnes hauing dieler al they of theet- 
tie were baptized therein, and the foure thouſar® . But 
befoze all, and abous all, themoſt virtavusp:incelſe Berca 
was bapttz?d , not by her auncient name, nt bythename 
ef Mathaburna. And when all the cerein:>ntes belonging 
to that moſt bleedſacrament was ſiniſhed, Meruine with 
wing Chatlemaine 4 his peores , made a pꝛogreſſe W 
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{5 CHAP, XXI. 

8 1 How Florion the yongeſt brother was taken priſoner 
FX $18 by K. Brandas. 2 How the pagans were ouerthroun. 
C1} 3 How Florion was giuen in exchange for king Coban 
+ 3 G«fiers brother,and other aduentutes. 

> 

+ M 

(3X "© 4 Igbtie was the ſfurre, and moſt dzeadfull 
X 4 the battell, in which our chꝛiſtians ſhewed 


the renoume of their valiancies, but aboue 


it 2 
* , tbe pꝛice of victozy ſeizedon the helmet of 
(i HBertran, ſoꝛ the number which be flew,were 
2. {© Accountednumberleſſe : even the vongeſt of 
(i the b:others, moſt delicate Florion , did that day maruei- 
F 5 lous ads, who beholding a pagan in his pꝛeſentce to kill a chꝛi⸗ 
1 ſtian,ſwoze deuoutly, his hand ſhold be his teuenge: hut the 
* pagan flying befoꝛe him,th2uſt himſelf to a batation of ©4- 


tazens, where Florion onerfaking him, ſlew him in his en⸗ 
terance . But euill befell that chaunce to the pong gallant, 
who imaginin g to refurne,found himſelf intloſed on every 
ſide with the power ol king Brandus, which the were twen⸗ 
tie thouſand pagans : all with one violence they laied ſiege a⸗ 
gainſt Florion,but pꝛeuailed nothing againſt hun, vnt ill by 
an euill miſfo2tune, they killed his hozſe,who in his falling, 
fell vpon him: by which meane, and no other they toe him 
pꝛiſaner and ſent him to Damaſcus. Then Brandus haonght 


his armis into the heart ol the batel, with whole ſight, it — 
fel 
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uered new life , became ſharper then at the beginning. 


Pet was Bertrau ſo feared amongſt the pagans, that 
not any durſt ſtand befozchim,but if any by chance did they 
neuer after were beholden fo their ſurgeon: ſo mightie and 
inuinabie was his foꝛce that day, that by him king Goham 
the bzot her oi Gaifier was taken pꝛiſoner, whom he tom⸗ 
maunded to be bzought to his tentes. Not farte from ' im, 
his bzother Cuion, like a demie-god ofarmes , incouraged 
his ſouldiours , charging them fo2 the henour of Z:ſus 
Chꝛiſt, and his deare paſſion, that day to be inzincible : fo; 
though the pagaus betnfinte,yet their flight ts ſhamekull. 
Co this renowned Cuion belonged a ſquire, whoſe name 
was Regnier the ſonne of his ſiſfer,wbo with a battell-ax 
which he held, ſtrucke a pagan named Tuticr, thwart the 
helmet, with ſuch vertne.thathe cꝛaue his head to his ſhouls 
ders. When Guion ſawe the mightineCCeof his blowe, be 
went vnts him, and embzacing him gaue him the ſecond 
oꝛder of knightkod, ſaying. Thou bꝛanch of the ſtocke from 
whence J am deſcended, continue thy magnanimitie, e by 
that honour, to which 7 conef to aſpire, J will make tha 
the commander of a towne,oꝛ a ſtatelp caſtie. Cuen in his 
greateſt mightmeſſe was the battell , when Bandus had 
topned his armie with the others. There might you haue 
ſxne ſo many loſt heads, ſo many foꝛſaken bodies, ſo many 
ouerthzowne knights, ſo many vab eckt hozſes who trats 
ling their bzidles vnder them trode their maſters fopteces:; 
that fince the Lamb of Glozyp was ſhadowed inder the 
{potleſle wombe of a virgine, the ſcke hath not bene ſeene, 
noꝛ heard tel ot᷑ neꝝ that ſo great cefiſtance could be ma de by 
ſo few as eur poꝛe chuſtians: Fo2tye pagans were in num⸗ 
bet one hundꝛe d thouſand and moꝛe but out chꝛiſtiauis by 
their valure, leſt but ten thouſand which were not ſlaine o 


taken. The king Bandus was in the midſt or the ch2:ilktan 
is arinte, 
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armie,of whom he made mighty ocſtruction. Among whem 
he thꝛuſt ane noble chziſt.an to the hart: and alter him, like 
a wolte in a flocke, ſent a unmber to follow him. On the 


other ide of the flelo was Bertran triumph with vidozp, 


ranging to ſake his bꝛethꝛen. Two of them hee quickely 
faund out, who wete iopkull to behold their conqueſt. Bꝛo⸗ 
thers, ſaid Bertran, where is Florion? J know net, quoth 
Guyon, it is connenient that we goe ſake him. Then put 


they themſelues into the battell to ſearch him out, but could 


not find him: and there was reaſon , fo2 he was ſtraightly 
impziſoned at Damaſcus in a ſtrong tower. When Ber- 
tran ſaw he could not find him. he tok a ſolemne oath , that 
nothing but the extreame darknes ofthe night ſhould dying 
him from the ficlv,and with that he begannea new conflict, 
pꝛopoſing his body againſt a woꝛld of ſwoꝛds:but how ma⸗ 
ny ſoener he diſnounted, neuer rote againe to become ar⸗ 
med. Amongſt the reſt he encountred Croniquant, vnts 
whom he gaue ſuch ablow , as he clatie hint in twopieces. 
Now began the Pagaus to retoite 2 fie toward the towne, 
whercof when Bandus was aduertiſe d, ve vſed all his fozc 

and eloquence to returne. But it was in vaine, fo2 theyre- 
peated how king Eſclamart, Goham, andvuers others 
were taken pꝛiloners, ani cat ried to the Chziſtians tents: 
which ſo (one as he heard, he betoke himſelfe to flight al- 
fo, whom Bertran, Guion, Ihyerry, and Huon chaſed (g 
fiercely, that they. put mairy of them to the ſwozd, as thep 
entced the gates of the citie , Reignier tnthischaſe, whom 
Guion had newly made knight, behaued himſelfe ſo vali- 
antly, — he was named the Pagans tozmentoz. Thus 
entred king Bandus into the towne , with tenne thouſand 
that ſuruiued of an hundꝛed thouland and better. Thus the 
Sarazens were onerthzowne by the valure of our Barons: 
who as the ſlozie repozts, were ſa noble in thetc conqueſts, 


that nothing could reſiſt them, They in this battel loſt but 


foure 
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dure thouſand men, and the wealth they gained was ſo in⸗ 
numerable, that the baſeſt in the Chꝛiſtian army, was able 
to purchaſe acaſtle. Beſives kings, they had an hundeed of 
the greateftpaganspziſoners. Pct foz all this, the generals 
were not committed, but (ozrowed (02 the loſle of theix bzo- 
ther Florion, to whoſe fo2tune they knew not what had 
thaunce d. Bꝛietlp, theix woe was ſo great, that no tong 
is able torcpozt it. But leauing them in their dovbtfuls- 
neſſe , let vs returne vnto king Bandus, who being en- 
tered into the citie, and ſad fo2 his diſtomſiture comman⸗ 
ding Florion to be bꝛaught befoze Him, ſaide: Chiſttan, J 
charge the witheut any diſſembling, tell me thy name. 
Pagan, anſwered he, in whom it was tmpoſſible fo2 feare 
to haue ante reſidente, I hate the thing trom which thou 
bindeſt me: know then J amcalied Florzon , and ſo they 
baptized me, as thoſe know that ate :cquainted with me. 
J haue thee bacthzen whom then oughteſt exceedingly ta 
hate, foz they haue v3wed neuer to part oz turne aſide, vn⸗ 
till they haue taken the city of Damaſcus, and conuerted hir 
people vnto our Religion. But J wonder much, J ſawe 
not Baucamont all this day, ſurely he either ouerſictpeth 
his glozie , oʒ wanteth courage to ſuſtane himſelfe in com⸗ 
tate, Chꝛiſtian (ſaid Bandus) he is at Pontment, and 
from thence is comming with a mightie hoſte , to chaſtiſe 
pour follies, amengiſt whom is a Pagan named Meruine, 
whoſe very rumour of cxcellencie , will daunt you with a⸗ 
mazement. But letting thoſe things paſle, tellme J pzay 
the, from what line art thou deſce:ivede e fathers name, 
ſaid he) is Gualticr of Denmwvrke, that now ruleth Babi⸗ 
lon, whoſe mightie pꝛomeſſe hath conuerted milliens of 
your faith, to a perfit and true reg on. Duke (ger alſo is 
mine vnckle, who conzerted king Moyſant, and that woz- 
thy ſonne ok his called Florion, who as the fcuit of baptiſme 
gane me the name J now carry ; know then, if by the my 
Ik 2 death 
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death be pꝛocured, not all the kingdoms of the wozld can 
chilter the from vengeance. Be therefoze aduiſed by me, and 
let me returne to my bzeth;en,ſo ſhalt thou pleaſe them, and 
reſcue thy foztune from a greater mi'chtefe. By Mahomet 
(replies Bandus) though thy pouth and ſmilng eloquence 
might in amber regard then imine, pay thp ranſome, pet 
know, J am ſo farre at ennie with relentingclemencie, 
that befoze the ſunne decline an hower lower, thy head ſhall 
be twentie-ſce:e from thy body, 


3 But when Gather heard hun, he ſapd, remember king 
Bandus the famous pꝛiſonero t our fellow kings who bide 
within the ch2iſtians turiſpictions, Jn my conceife it were 
moze wilcdom to exchange him.thenby his death to hazard 
their foztnnes:'4 J beſeech vou, iſthey willrender my bꝛo⸗ 
{her Coham fog him that pou will pald and bepleaſed. Jam 
nioft willing anſwered Bandus,tcp your foztune in the ufo 
faire. Then departed Gaiticr , and came to the tents of the 
chziſtians at {uch tinie agcur barons were ſct downe to 
ſupper, whom inthis manet he ſalutev. The great god . 
homet pzeſerue king Bandus,and direct his counſels and 
that God which you adoze, ſone diſpatch you from the boz- 
ders of theſe countreys. Guion, s pou other commatinders 
of this chziſtian ſoctetie , Bandus by me demaunds if pon 
well ranſome pour bzother from impziſonment fa one of 
thoſe kings you haue taken, which J ſhall neminate With 
all my he art ſayd Guion) whoſe heart fo2 oy would haue 

leapt from his boſome, when he heard Florion was not 
dead name whom thon wilt, and he ſhall ber giuen foz his 
ranſome. Then deliuer (ſaid he) Goham my bzother. Im⸗ 
mediatelp was Goham fetcht , and his fozfeit armes de- 
liuered him, and ſo conducted by Guion,Bertran, Thierrie 
and Huon , enen vnto the wals of the ci ie. And Florion 


armed ſtod in thepozt where thy exchange was ſolemnly 


finiſhed; 


e 
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&1ithed : Gaihcrand Goham entring in and Florion ifs 
ſung fozth, who vo wer by the g/02y ofh's Dautoar, fo pay 
hes hoſte a round payment fo2 hie ſhozt entertainement , 
Len came his b2others who imbꝛaced hun, and pompous 
fly bꝛou zt him to their tents, where ſtul remamed many 
Pagan paſonecs, vato whom Bertran ſude, that if they 
wen not remioue then falſe woll Mahomet, and be wil⸗ 
lia b-pt 13d, they chould al dle: but they like diuels har⸗ 
dened in their miſchiete, r fuſed. Chen ſud Guion, Bzo⸗ 
ther let vs p21 er ue theſe kings ſafcly in pꝛiſon, vntill the 
emperdur Charles refune krom the holp Sd pulchze, who 
latents {0 epole apa, with car father: lo al the empe⸗ 
tout b rome ntl with cur giét ard applaud the honour ofcur 
ſwozog It plea'eth me crceliently, ſaꝛde Bertran : ſo diſ- 
patching their ptioners into ſtrong ſatetie, tbey went to 
their elt, till eare:y in the next mozwing, at what time 
they valtantly allaulled the towne, but with fruttlefſe ſuc- 
telle: foz why the city was ſtrong y foztified and peopled, 
with aboundance of all nations, who defendebit (ft ugh 
with loſſe to their hie adanration , And in that dot tull 
manner we will leaue them, and ſpeake ot ing 
Mermont, and the euer to be fea- 
red Meruine. 
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CH AP. XXII. 


1 How King Mermont, Baucawort, Merume, and two 
hundred thouſand Pagans ariued before Damaſcus. 
2 Theloſſethe Chriſtians receiued by the valute of 


/AAerume. 


His while was Mermont bpon the 
Seas actompanyed with Bauca- 
mont, Antifer, andthe puiſſant 
| Meruine , but not with the good 
night fir Drohes, fo2 when her 
knew the expedition was made a⸗ 
Fat gainſt the Chztfttans, he refuſed 
144 the Rings colours, and ſtated with 
===. the Angell of women, diuine Be- 
rea, whos was richer in nothing than in ths riches of his 
company : ſo p2oſperous were the windes to their ſailing, 
that within a very thezt ſpace, they attained to the ſight 
of Danf*fcus, where they landed about two leagues from 
the citie. 

Now the Hiffo2te repsz{eth, that there was a certains 
eſpiall , who bchelding their landing, rannsfothe tents 
of the Generall, and cried ont, My loꝛds why haue pou 
neglected to defend ponder date. nouriching hauen, whece 


enen now there is landed ſo many Pagans, as it is im⸗ 
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the hiſtorie of Meruine. 
poſſible to number. Bertran moze angry to feare,then heare 
his woꝛ ds, ſaid Anaunt villaine, thunder thy thzeats in the 
eates of dead men, we feareno Pagans a pinns. Mit, ſaid 
the ſpte , belieue me foz certatne, J haue (ane an hundzep 
thouſand oz moze. When the re ſt heard, and ſaw his con- 
ſtancie, they ſaid, let vs arme our ſelues. pꝛotudente anot- 
deth had-A-wiſft. When they were all armed, Guion cal- 
led Bertran and Thierry, and ſaid, J pzay pou ftay behinds 
with fine thouſand ſouldiers, to this end, thatif thep of the 
titie illue vpen vs, pou may pzenent them from incloſing 
vs behinde ; to this they were agrd. ©0 Guion and the 
teſt went againſt the Pagans, whobeganne to appꝛoach a 
little befoze the enening . The rig t renowmed Meruine 
marched befoze the reſt, and with him onely Croiſant, and 
lacob , whoſe conference was the pꝛayſing of Drohes , in 
that he had refaſed to beare armes agatnſt his owne reli- 
gion, to which pzaife Meruine lent double commendati« 
ons, affirming him as well wozthy the title ofa King , as 
the honour of Knighthode, Allthe white that they were in 
pzapſing Drohes, Mermont was encouraging his ſouldi- 
ers, ſaying : Now was the time foz them, oz neuer, fo raiſe 
en high their god Mahomet. Jn theſe diſcourſes they dip 
march alongeſt a ringer , which led them to a bzoabe and 
ſpacious field, where the Ch2iſtians were ready to charge 
thein, | 


2 Amongeſt whom Huon with his launte in his reit, 
dicanged himſelfe againſt Meruine, vyon whom he bzoke 
dis ſtaffe with ſuch fury, that the mozs Meruine was a- 
ſtoniſhed, the moze hebighlyeſtemed him, tha'. lent him 
thecauſe of amaz2ment , yet not accuſtomedo2 willing to 
die inany debt toſo god acredito2, he aſſailed Huon ſo va- 
liantly, that hee bare him from the crupperof his hozſe 
backe: the Game of which fall , lent, ſozrow to the 12 
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The firit part of 
Huon, becauſe till that honre, not any, how puiſſant ſoe⸗ 
uer, had power to male him lole his (firrops . Then ag 
Meruine had thus diſ mounted him, he turned to Huon, 
and delluering him his hozſe,ſatd- Noble Chaiſtian, mount 
thy ſelfe againe, to2 ſo excellently haue J taſted ot thy ver, 
tue, that 3 will not wꝛong thee to purchaſe a kingdome, 
Then vautes Huon vppe into his ſaddle , eaſed with this 
hope, thata wozld of Pagans that ſame day ſhonld pay 
fo: the ſhame which Meruine had done vato him. How 
by this time was Metuine like vnto lightning flowen m⸗ 
to the nuvdeft of the armie, and Mcermont like hum, was 
amongſt the ſtlongeſt battallions, whom the gentle Flo- 
rion at the firt encounter ouerthzew even vato the verie 
ground, and hav inthe ſame moment cut off his head,if he 
had not bane reitenedbya ſtrong band of Sarazens, who 
mounting their L020 againe, flew all vpon the infant, but 
ſo gallantly did he defend hunſcife , that they all ſtarted 
backe, and the bolicſt duiſtnot giue another onſet. Then 
cried he aloft. Dennacke, and vico?p, which as ſone as 
Huon heard, like a maddeman heranne into the battell, 
and the firſt he encountred , was Marquant, whom he {6 
ſaluted, that his head flew in two pieces: and after him, a 
ſecond, athud, and a fourth fell dead to the ground befs2e 
him, ſo mightuyhe (ought to reuenge the ſhame Merunme 
had giuen him. And in bꝛiefe, ſuch was his pzowelle that 
he ſone deliuered Florion from the thong of his enemies. 
Not farra ftom them was Guion , who had made a great 
f1:ughter'of the Pagans, foz from one at a blotu he ſtrake - 
his eare from his head, and his head from his thoulders.” 
Chen vin Baucamont aduance bimſeife, who had but one 
arme, in which he held a ſtrong launce, wherewithall bee 
was iuflamed to aſſaile Guion , but he (atied gr his uitent, 
though Guion failed not at all ot his purpoſe, fo2 with his 
wass, as he pailed by, he lcucke that arme allo from his 
thoulder, 
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choul der, to the terrour of the beholders, and tozment of 
Baucamont , who hauing neuer an arme left, crped ont: 
Now am I the molt miſeta le caitife raigning under the 
ſunne, who am as hate uli tomy ſelfe as foztune any with 
tyat paſſed thꝛough his aim. who ſoztowed to beholde his 
miſfoꝛtune. MUhenthepot the Citie heard the rumortrokthis 
battell thep iſſued out of the towue, but were immediateip 
intertepted by Bertran, Thyerie, and fiue thouſand chzift(- 
ans, who bzauely ſet vpon them. Bertran , who was molt 
hardy was the firft that charged, ondinetmg with a noble 
Sarazin.named Moyſant,ftroke him dead flom his hozſer, 


after hun foure mo ze in the ſame ranke he alter the ſame ſoꝛte 


ſerne d, and then cried This day ( trati02s | ſhalbe Daumes 
day to your generation. at which wozdes his bother The- 
erie and all the army gaue a molt cotragrus charge, and o⸗ 
uerthzew a thouſand Pagans that neverroſeagatne to dzawy 
ſwoꝛd in anger. Ahat ſhal I w2ite moze? Bertran his b;o- 
thet, and their ſouldiozs (though not without great per ill )ſg 
behaned themſelues againff the citizens thatifthey had big 
any moꝛe then fiug thouſand. the Pagans had neuer paſſed 
to iopne with the erat newlandedarmy, But now the day 
failed, and the night beganne to ſhut in the ſunnes win 
dowes, which was pzopitious fozouc chꝛiſtiane becanſe,af 
the day had endi:red,the valcur of Maruin hedouctthzoume 
ther reputation: but now, by reaſonot the darkeneflF, a re- 


treite was ſounded j; foz which Mcruive was gueued , and 


ſaid, they had comuted vp clonves to ſhivows kheit flping, 
But notwityſtanding, allparts were content to vie the pꝛe- 

ſent bene ſite. ow Gaion and Bertran are returned vnto 

their tentes hugely intage d and Bertran ſatd;\32othergand, 
Lo2ds,this mght hath the Pagans wozft vs, but if 3 ue- 
til the mezrowe ( God beuig mine apder) A will atchiens 
ſuch woavers, that the blodp huery my ſwoꝛd ſhall put un, 
Mall laſt longer then then religion. Row the Tables being 
couered, 
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The firſt part of 
touered, the noble company ſate downe to ſupper, where 
they were honourably ſerued. After ſupper.as ſone as the 
tables were taken away, and the watch ſet, the Generals 
went to their reſi, il the mozning Carre albakened the ſun 
from ſlumber:then riling and arming themſelues,. they mars 
tialied their armp into a warlike pꝛopoꝛtion, intending to 
aſſault the pagans, who on the other ide were euerp deale (a 
watchfull, and ſtode ready to behold the ſignall. Guion the 

vertnons Dane beholding both parties equall pzeparatisn, 
fell downe vpon his knees, and thus pꝛaped: Thou true 

God of vs and our fo2efathers, J beſech ther in this battell 
be our guide and our defender: lift high the glozie of thine 
one nams and bꝛuze the armes of thy pꝛoleſſed enemies, 
increaſe in vs euerlaſting ſpiiites ot courage, that no ſcan- 
dalous repozt of our miſtaztune, bzing our aged fathers 
baires fo the graue with diſquiet:if atherwile it be thy wil, 
that our death ſhall this day giue an end to our aſpirings, 
pet thou Lambe of Kedemption, and thou God of Jſraell, 
vouchſafe that our ſoules may be placed with thy ſaints in 
Pacadice. As ſone as he had thus ſaid, bowing his head, he 
kiffed the earth ; times fozremembzance ofthe holy Trinity. 


: CHAP. XXIII. 


He the Chriſtians were vanquiſhed by Meruino, 
2 How Con, Beriran, Thger rie, lor and Hue of 
Buraraux were taken priſoners and carried to Da- 
maſcus. | 


Fter Guion hadendev his per and ceremonp⸗ 
he came to his bꝛethꝛen, and ſa ide: Pzinces, J be" 
ſeech you in the honour of the holy paſſion ot dur 
great Sov, blot krem your thoaghts , the rem · 
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b;ances of all woꝛldly accione ont te. all your vnderſtand · 
lags be applied ts the araitation ofour true religion, and the 
veſtruction of theſe faithlefſe miſcreants. This ſatd, they 
marched towards (heir en mies. And the Pagans ragedon 
the other fide,came pzowÞlp againſt them. But now by this 
time was ſpꝛung vp in Vermont and the other Wagan 
pzinces, a mightiecany againit Meruine , as if his glozie 
darkened their pꝛaiſe and it ſemeo to them, that without 4 
his alliſtance thep wers able to vanquich the chziftias wher⸗ | 
fozs Mermont tame vnto dim and ſatd: Aferuite , thou 
art to valiant and ouer daring , to march thus be(o2e conti⸗ 
nually in the hazard of all chances, I pꝛap the (Fay behind 
with two ano twentie thau/ard,and appꝛoch not vntil the 
ertremitis of our laſt foztanes call tho&,becaufe,in ther con- 
fiſts o hope, and thy loſſe will giue an afſuraunce to their 
tonqueſt. J will (ſaid Meruine dos what your Paieſtie 
tommaunds nie but oł my life, there is no wiſedome in this 
pollicie, fo: J know by pꝛofe that all your mightines is nat 
able lo teũſt theirp;oweſles : pet notwithſkanding appꝛoue 
pour iniagination ⁊ iłłoꝛtune pꝛoue contrary,mine aide ſhal 
not be far diſtant, though what pon do in my conceite is but 
to gaine that which J tegard not. I meane this dayes glozy, 
and not as pou pzetend,my ſafetie. And it was ttue he pꝛo⸗ 
phefied,foz they enuicd he (hould beare away the pꝛize jn ech 
battel, and he but the ſon ot Barbin the matchant, Nolp be⸗ 
gan the allarum to lighten in theeares cf ech army 's a reſol⸗ 
ned pagan named lurquant was the firſt that charged. oh d 
Bertran ſeparating himſelfe,inconntred with ſuch violence, 
that hislance making way thꝛough both his ſides.caried him 
fs the ground, his firft and laſt mother: at this the battclies 
topned, like the outrageous meeting ofmanyconfuſed was 
ters, where the Chꝛiſtians bare themſelues moſt valiant iy. 
and in the firſt ſhocke auerthzew a thouſand Pagans dead to 
the ground, Bertran, whoas yet hadnot bzoken his launce, 
ngting 
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me ting with {2722022 Nod: o him to the heart, and bzoke 
his launcd with the incaanter. Lhen dzebo he his ſwoꝛd, 
with which he excelentle knew wen to aude, v hen to de, 
ſe no, and when to aſſaile: and wieg it did woncers, Guion 
his oꝛotyex llrake Acq uilant . but not he of Lucerne, but an 
other, whom at the firtt bio we he diuided to the girdle, and 
then cried, Fozward in the name of Cod, pou chzuſtie n natts 
ons, the day is oucs. Thus ſatd Guion , whileſt Ihyerie, 
who held his ſwoꝛd in both his hands, was withhis bother 
torion in the miodeſt of the atrap, making an admirable 
laughter. Row beganne the kattell to be ſtrong and feares 
tulln which te Pagans dd tanumerably;and the chaiſti⸗ 
aus increaſed ſo highly in their relolntions, that the Sata⸗ 
eus began, from a lutle recopling to betake theraſclues to 
a maine flight, in which Baucamont v as flaine by Ber- 
tran, and Mermont taken pꝛiſener, and with him diners 
ochers oftye greateft eſtimatien, who were carried to the 
tents to accompany Eſclamart, that had runne the wap of 
diſhonout befoze them. V ut now beholde the exchange of 
immoztallfoztune,our thzice renowned chꝛiſtians in whom 
Conqueſt ſa med to be pꝛowd, becauſe ſhe ltued, and who 
returned vico2sfrom euer bat tell, ſhall vnluckilp bee vans 
quiſhed and ouecthzowne by the hand of their nerareſt ceus 
line, moſt abſolute Meruine. 
yd have beard befoze, how Meruine ſtaied behind with 
twenty theuſsnd,accozding to the commantement of Mcr- 
mont, to whom as ſone as a Pagan had declared the nitgh- 
fic overt 3z0we that was befallen them, with aſmiling anger 
be ſaid : he Ring and his P2inces imagined to ſubdue the 
chziſtians without Mernine, in deſpight of Meruine, but it 
is happened other wiſe, and them ſelues are foziaken fo; fog- 
ſaking Mcruine. Mell, now (hal they know mp power, and 
the won of my ſeruice, foz befoze the evening ſhall call 
f@zth the Pie to appearenthe great nene 
wi 
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wil reuenge them on their enemies, and reſloze their liberty 
his ſaide he bzoached his renowmed beaſt, and with his 
army gave a hate charge on the chiſtians, who when they 
beheld Aderuine(thengy not diſcozaged pet were they wor's 
deroully amazed and not without god cauſe fo2 his men 
were fceH, and Meruine the beſt knight that in the woꝛlde 
then liued, and they both ouertollde and wearp. AMhich 
when Bertran ſawe, hee aide, Courage immortal ſpirites, 
and be not diſmayed to beholde theſe Pagans: as J beare 
faith to my Damtour, thep ate no moze to be eſtec med then 
the wityered graſle in a medom oz the ſtalkes of coꝛne in the 
hand of a ſhearer. By my life ſaive Huon) 7 thinke thaſe 
we haue fatae haue purchaſed a new reſurcecion. Act (0 
(fatde Guion,beholoe how they he in heepes one vpon an 0- 
ther, Acter this talke they pꝛepated themſeines, and incoun⸗ 
treu their enemies, whame they afſailed with unſpeakeable 
reſolution, but to to little profit, oz thetr weartnefſe had 
ſo much weakened them, that the Hagans ſlewe them mot 
pitcoufly ; and Mcruine ſo vicozicuſly ttu mphed where he 
went, that not any eſcaped with like, on whome the weight 
his arme deſtended. Oe ſlew Reignier, Guyons poung 
knight, and after hin another. and another, and al whoſoeuer 
was within the reach of his ſurte Out barons were aſtoni⸗ 
ſhed lo behold his reſolution: and pet moze great incombꝛan⸗ 
tes immediately fell vpon them: fo wp, the citizens iſſued 
againe, and the rather, at the in{reaty of Guyda wo bes 
ſought them to ay de her to tak: him aliue, who had latneher 
father: to whome Pimon declared. that Bertran was he that 
flew him in the great battell, whome Guyda mightily defi 
red, and inwardly longed, imagining her ſelle happy if thee 
mighr but behold him. The Pagans aCured her her with, 
and ſo ſalliedout vpon the coʒiſtians, on whom Meruin had 
raignedlamentable nuſfoztunes, 


Now 


— +4 "we 4D WS. i Eu— 2 = _ 1 
p 6 
. - © 8 


k 2 1 l 


PP bb 
2 


2 


a 


VIAL 


* 


1 
, 

\. 

* . 
Y 3 
I 


( 
+ 4 
% 
* 
C 
I 
4 
2 


5 . 4 * 1 r * \ - 
OWED LNG 


ol GA AG LIC A LAVA 
WC IC IE 
* JT. - 8 (Ve 


8 


— 
£ 

» 

* 

Os 

= 
— 
1 
* 
_ 
m 


- \* ws SF 25 


Das 8 


1 

th 
6 
C 

2 
i 


156 
Iphe firſt part of 

2 Now wert the gallants ot chꝛiſtendome incloſed on e- 
ucry live, they of thecitie behinde them, and A eruine be⸗ 
fo: thein, who atone was the planet of their defttuction; 
fo; nihy, no fozce was p;efe againſt his magnanimitte. 
Whon Florion ſawe that he alone held in his hand their de- 
ſtinies, he pꝛeſt vnto him and gaue him ſuch a blow, thwart 
the helme, that he cloſed his eyes from the dap light. But 
Meruine reconering himſelfe, payed him backe ſo heau p 
arequitall, that he Crake the tnfant from his hozſe to the 
ground backeward , who was no ſoncr downe, but ©a- 
razens eagerly le ipt vpon him: to whome Meruine ſaide, 
Bll him not (ſouldiours) on your uues, oz he that wounds 
him, woundeth my ſcule alſo. Thus was one of the foure 
bꝛethzen taken, foz whome was made piteous lamentati- 
ens. 

There was at this inſtant left of the Chziftians but ten 
thouſand, who with one voycecryedon God to be their ap- 
der: and Bertrariſayd, follow mec (my hearts)one God, ene 
honour, and ene graut: and then like a tempeſt of thunder 
he caſt himſe le into the boſome cf his enenues, conkounding 
and killing all betwerne him and the goale ef Honour. Mer- 
uine this while chaſed the Chꝛiſtians to the gates of deſo⸗ 
lation: at the which Guion grew mad de thozongh anger: 
and ſetting himſeife againſt Meruin, gaut him ſuch a blowe, 
that he made him bowe his head ta the creaſt of the great 
mare Mordant, But Meruine vnaccuſtomed to haue any 
ſuch manner of rearetings, ſtroke Thyerrie (who then had 
thzuſt himſelfe betweene them) lo mightis a-blowe,tbat he 
ſell to the earth, and was inſtantip taken paiſoner by the 
common ſouldiours. 

After that Meruine bad thus onerthzowne Thyerric, 
there came a Pagan vnto hum, and tolde him, there wert 
two Ch;iftang pet ſuruiuing, whom it was impoſſible to 
take with aut great cffuſion,foz on whomſoeuer their 2 
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fall, death followeth . And then hee bꝛought Meruine 
where he found Bertran and Huon of Burdeaux , who ha- 
uing ioy ned backe to backe,ſhewed ſuch diſcipline in armes, 
as might well haue remained à mpzacle to all ages. When 
Meruine viewed their tonragious reſolutions, he grew 1n- 
amoured with their vertues: pet fo2 all that, with Entrant 
his god ſipo3d he rake ſo manfully at Bertran, that albett 
he neuer bended but to heanen , pet now he was fo2ced fo 
bow ane of his knes to the earth. Then leauing him, he 
charged Huon, whoſeeing the blow, by recoiling backward, 
8{:aped the violence: but the Pagans came ſwarming fo faſt 
behinde him, that he was able ns longer to defend him⸗ 
elle ageinſt Meruine. Now were all the noble chziftiang 
taken, except Guion, who alone with flue hundꝛed did de⸗ 
lend himſellfe, and they wers all that ſurtued. Like a wilde 
Boze againſt a tree inuironed with a kennell of hungry 
dagges , ſo ſtode Guion defending: his life, and teaching 
his followers hoip to die bꝛauelp. But in a trice Meruine 
put thoſe flitic to the ſwozde, and toke Cuion puſoner, 
whom he deliuered to the Pagans , whome he charged vps 
en their allegeaunce, and his diſpleaſure, to vie thoſe vertu- 
ous pꝛiſoners honourably. 

Whenthis was done, he went vnto tier. tents, where 
hee founde King Mermont , and foure of 5fs conſoztes: 
allo King Eſclamiart and ſundzie other Pagans, When 
Meruinc beheld them, hee ſapd : Kinges and Pzinces, 
what make you heere: J imagined you had oucrthzowne 
the Chꝛiſtian army, but I ſee it is othcrwiſe, Ah Meruine 
(ſayd Mermont ) euen foz thy conntries ſake , and the ho⸗ 
nour of Pahomet,veliner vs from this thꝛaldome. Thou 
art onely wiſe , onelp valiant, and onely moſt fo2tunate. 
Mermont (ſayd Meraine ) thy freedome is already paid 
foz, and then cutting their bandes in ſander, made them 
free from their afflitions. This done, Mcruine a 


See 72 


D 


ik 


” FAT HY 
© «& - Ihe 
4 


A 


r 


* 


ST 3+ SU 3% . 
o . - © — 5 


— % N 5 * 
9 „ 
** * * 2＋ 7 
* K 0 
C AS > 


oy \ 0 
rr 
x) 


NBOSIEDN 
CIR 


FIT 


— 


- 
# = 


N 
rn r 


, = "Fx" #7 % 
NOONE 
2 Nie 
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che tentes te be ranſacked,and all the wealth thereof which 
Was extreding much, to be bꝛought into the city. Then when 
al was prrloꝛmed and they returned into the pallace in Das 
maſcus, Mcruine tommaunded all the pꝛiſoners whom he 
dad takcti to be bzougzt beloze him, and the other Pagan 
romces: which being accozdingly effeded, Guydalokt vp⸗ 
on Bertran witha burning epe of deſue, and an amozout as 
mazement, ſapiag to Mermont, can pour M ate ſtie poſſibly 
behold a ſemblance that mozecrquiſitiy reſembleth the gal⸗ 
lant features of our moſt famous 2/cruine then this chziſti⸗ 
an, if his lineaments were as bigge and as largely Waped⸗ 
It is moſt true Madam (ſatde Bandus ) and the moze 3 be- 
holde hun, the moze J beholde him in him Vow Peintelle, 
{replied /7eruine/isthere in euery place one like me: Hete⸗ 
rofoze you ſaid J did reſcmible Duke Oger, and am J now 
become like this ch2iſttan? what, is hee allo of Ogers line: 
Then turning fo Bertran, he ſaide: Chziſttan, 4 beſeech 
thee without dillembling tell me the name of thy father, and 
the deſcent of thy pꝛedigree. Pagan. ſaid Bertran, we whom 
you behold are the fonte bzethzen that haue toꝛmented Pas 
ganiſme, and pet hope to be the laſt end of their deſtrugion, 
Gautier ot Denmarke is our father, who wannehis crowne 
with his (wo2de : and Oger whom you ſo rexoirne, and 
whom Enuie her ſelfe dats not but extoll, is bzothcr to Gui- 
vn eur grandfather, who now ruleth Jeruſalem: Jt is moſt 
true,ſatd a Jaagan ſtanding by, Guion king of Jeruſalem 
is bzother to Oger, whom I beheld in excellent combate to 
Kill Bruhicr befoze the walles of Laon. and his bzother Iu- 
ſtament bcfoze àccte ſo fierce and valiant is the deſcent ot 
their pediutce, y Mahomet (ſaid Meruine ) ſith J re« 
ſemble Oger, J would J were alio ot his iſſue: and ſs het 
was theugh miſchiefe and cuil ſt.. pt it from his krow- 
ledge : but the tine commeth, in which he ſhall know im- 


ſelle and his of-ſp;ing, Thus as tou haue heard) aueſlio⸗ 
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ned the Pagans with Bertran, who moſt outly made re- 
plies. Then Mermont rifing vp ſaide to Bertran: All thy 
kaage hath beene the ſcourge and ruine of our religion : and 
Jam ta well aCured,thatnothing but your deaths can giue 
to eur quuet : wherefoze ( Meruine) it is moſtneceſ- 
ſarie they die. to axcuſe our fucther trouble. Not ſo mp 
Lozde ( aunſwered Meruine againe) wee will not wedde 
Tyꝛanup and Conqueſt together: beides, I vowed in my 
ſelfe, not to dos them indigzuitie, till F haue taken, as them, 
their father Gautier pꝛiſoner: which done, J will in aropall 
nauy crofſe the ſeas, 4 lay ſiege to the flouriſhing citie o Bas 
ris, and giue battel to the emperoz Charles that is {urnamed 
Gteat: and by the aid of Mahomer J doubt not to bꝛing 
all France to my ſubieaion. When Meruine had thus ſaid, 
he commanded the foure bzethzen and all thother chaiHian 
p;iſoners to be ſtrongly uupꝛʒiſoned in an impꝛegnable tows 
er, where Bertran conſumed his time in lament ation fog his 
ropall father and mother. Jt hapned that Guyda,4Goham 
the bzother of Gaifier, being one day vnder the turret, they 
heard the complaints of the hapleſſe Chꝛiſtians. Sir (ſaide 
Guyda) what is he that now ſpeaketh,know pou his voice: 
Madam (ſaide Goham it is the mightieſt of the 4 bzethzen, 
and the moſt abſolute knight in the world next Meruinc,s 
his name (as J take it) is Bertran,whoſe linage is as great 
as his munde, both incompzebenſible . After theſe ſpecches 
they departed: but from Guyda neuer departed the renent-= 
bꝛaunce ofthoſe ſpeeches: wherefozc as ſhe went ſhe ſaid to 
her ſelfe that Bertran from herleue ſhould finde an inuinci⸗ 
ble army to releaſe hum, and that her deures ſhould atend on 
him whileſt her heart entertained a ſpmpathy of his afflici⸗ 
ons, Now were they returned to the pallace, where all the 
Pagan pꝛinces were ſet, who both honoured , and ſeared 
Meruine greatly, beeanſe, when he was angry, he ſpaced 
no creature, of what eſtate ſocuer, but dealt his almes alike 
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fo all that maligne him. When ſupper was ended, Mcruinc 
commaunded that all the latne Pagans ſhould haue ſouldt- 
er-like buriall: which being done, amongeſt the dead was 
found kung Baucamonr, whom Meruine interrd repally,cfs 
fering in bis obſequies, honozable lamentations. Ag ſone at 
the next day appeared aboue the mountaines. Meruine com 
manadey all his army tob2maſtred,foz he would inſtantip 
march towards Babylon. Wherefoze calling king Bandus 
vnto him, he gaue him the charge and gouernement of that 
citteof Damaſcus, ſwearing him to his allegeance , and 
with carefull reſpec to nourtſh and guard the hanourable 
chziſlian pꝛiſoners, and alſo with all the reuerent obſeruan- 
ces appertaining to ſo great a Maieſtie, fo adoze and re⸗ 
nowne the excellent pzinceſſe Guida. When cuery ceremg- 
ny of his charge was ended, he, king Mermont , anda 
thouſand Pagans toke ſhipping foz Babylon, where 
we willleane them, and a while diſcoiirſe 
ofother matters. 
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How Charlemaint departing from France to ſee the holy 
ſepulchre, arriued at Babylon, ind was royally receiued 
of King Cualtier. 2 Of the Embaſſage two Pagans 
brought from Meruine and Caudiſſe. 3 A Councill 
holden by the Chriſtians, who demanded day of king 
Karaheu,of Florion,of Meſque,and of his father AMay/ant, 
at their comming to Babylon. 
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TREES be Yiſtozierepoztcth , that in this time the 
W mot famous Emperoz Charlemaine would 
a. nebes ge to Jeruſalem, to adoze the holy 
Oe £8 ſepulchꝛe, and to that end demaundedofduke 
2 G's) Naymes it he would accompany bim in the 
voyage, ſvho molt willingly agreed, aduiſing his Maieſtie 
withall,that it were god to take with him alſo the reuerent 
archbiſhop Turpin,who hada longing deſire fs the iozney 
the twelue Peres, and fiac thouſand reſolved ſouldiers, to 
the end, that if in that expedition they wer2incountced with 
any Pagan pꝛinces, they might pet be able to defend them s 
ſelues from miſchiefe. Thy counſell pleaſeth me ( ſayde 
Charles) pet J can aſſure thee we may vnrefiſtedpaſſeeuen 
bnto Samaria and Daniaſcus, toꝛ that the rule ofthe Thats 
ſtians runneth euen vnto their citie walls. To be b2icfe in 
my Diſcourſe, after Charlemaine had gathered his traine 
together, hee betoke him to the ſeas, where the gentle 
windes lent him lo p;ofperons b2cath that in few dapes her 
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arriued at a Cape called the Atme of Saint George, where 
they landed, and theuce marched to Babylon, whither they 
ranne a litflebefoze dinner where they found Gautier the 
nephew of Oger, and with him Claretta his quæne, who 
had no underſtanding of Charlemaines appzoach till they 
beheld him in their pallacr. he ioy at therr firſt meeting 
v'as unſpeakable, and their entertamement ſo ropall as 
made al .!1tt« wonder. After many ceremoinall obſeruances, 
and ſome repo e taben, Charlemaine aſked Gautier fo2 his 
foure whricly ſonres , whom all the wozld made fo famong 
foꝛ theirchinalrie. Be repited that they were tuen then be⸗ 
foꝛe the wills of Pamaſcus with a puiſſant hoſt, where they 
had taken Goham and diuers other Bings and piſonets, 
and giuen the Pagans a rghtic ouerthꝛow as he was cer⸗ 
tiſted by letters not ſong ſince recewed from their tents and 


many other diſcourſes they had, which J omit. 


2 Anone , as the two Rings, Duke Naymes, and the 
twelue perres were deviſing of ſundzy recreations, there en⸗ 
tred into the hall. in pꝛowod and maie ſticall manner, iwo Pa 
gans, the one had to name luorin Montbrant, the other 
Malegrap, aud when they came iuſt befoze Gautier, with» 
ont renerence,the fi: lf thas ſpake : Gautier ofDenmarke, 
firſt vnderſtand, that we are ſent to the from the puiſſant 
king Mermont, from Gaudiſſe his ropalladmirall, from 
king Manucl,from Guham king of Egypt, and from fine 
other mightie kings: laſtly,though deſeruing a title befoze 
al other foʒ the vnvanquiſhable wonder of kntghthod,from 
a vaſſall of king Mermonts named Meruinc,who hath vo⸗ 
wed to make all chziſtendome acknowledge no god but Ma- 

homet: and to that end, by the exquiſite perfection of his 
magnanimitie , be hath taken thy force ſonnes peiſoners, 
and Caine all their hoſt. except themſelues and thirtie others, 
who with them are detained at Damas, whom agatne — 


[Nags „ N 
the hiſtorie of Meruine. 

ſhalt neuer behold, but with ſazrow. Hohn theſeropall Pa⸗ 
gan kings, and chiefly Mermont, dy vs tomimaundeth that 
Pilgrim-like thou appeare betoze them at Montbzant, 
(where they are landed) and on thy knees humbly tmploze 
their fauours , ſo ſhalt thou purchaſe thy ſelfe grace, and 
know their pleaſures:if otherwiſe thou refilt , with ſwozpe 
and fire. they will infkantly beſt2ge thy cittie. When 1: al- 
tier had heard this thunder of a diſmall ozacle , bis heart 
tremiled ta the armes ofgriefe and diſplealure : at laſt , 
though it were long ere woꝛ des could find way from amazes 
ment, he ſaid : Hob can this be true which thou repogteſt, 
when thou ſaiſt my ſonnes are detained piſoners?Gualtier 
(repited the Pagan it is molt true: then leaue to Wonder, 
and giue anſwere to mine embaſſage. 


3 At this, ſoʒ a ſpace they diſmiſt the Pagans whileſt the 
c Hziſtians betoke themſelues to counſell, where G ualtier de,. 
mannded what courſe was ts be takenin theſe times of ex⸗ 
tremitte. Gzeat pꝛinces ( ſaid Duke Naymes) this is my 
opinton:to the embafſadours ſhould no indig be offred, 
both becauſe they are but the tongues of others hearts, and 
alſo becauſe our barons whom they detaine, are ſubie a to the 
like vengeance,wherefo:e let vs demaund aide ofthe Chzt- 
tian King Karaheu ot Juda,andof the king Moyſant, and 
his ſonne Florion, intreating them, to whoſe religion and 
land it as nearely concerneth , ſpeedily to repaire with their 
fozces , and maintatne the Temples ofp8ur Cod, auvonr 
owne liberties. To this counſel cucry one concluded, Then 
ſending foz the Pagans againe, thus Gualtier made them 
anſwere : Pagans , returne to pour Lo2des at your plea s 
ſure, anuſay to Mermont and the others, that J am hear- 
tile ſaue fo2 the thaaldome of my ſonnes vet can 7 not alter 
their foztunes: as fo their muafton ,1fthey come to cxile 
me. my ſwoꝛde ſhall defend mer, whlleſt there is eyther 
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natine honour in me, 62 till the glozionę Cod of my crea» 
tion fozſake mee. Hay he (aide thus, who will doe thug? 
With this anſwere the Pagans Teparted , and Gualtier 
diſpatched Letters to King Kataheu: and the Emperour 
Charles and Gualticr himſelfe went to Jetrum em, where 
they found the god king Moy ſant, who entertained them 
with royalty beyond expectation. To him Gualticr receuns 
ted his lonnes miſfo2tunes.and the thzeats of his own ouers 
thꝛowe ko whome Moyſant pzomiſed all the aide and ſuc⸗ 
cours of his kin guome. Then went they to the holy ſepul⸗ 
chꝛe, where they offered vp their vowes,gifts,and pꝛoteſta⸗ 
tions, and then with allſpede returned backe to Babplon, 
where they found Clarerta the Qua ne in great perpleritie 
of ſozrow fo2 the loſſe of her foure ſonnes. The ſamedate 
artiued king Karaheu withſeucntene thouſand knights of 
eſtimation, all which were gallantly receiucd, The next 
moꝛning came Florion of Meſque with fine thouſand,and 
his father Moyſant with as many: olds Guyon of Den- 
marke, the bzother of Oger, and the father of Gualticr 
was not yet dead, he bzought with bim foure thouſand : ſo 
there was in fabilon ol ſtrange nations thzeſcoze thouſand 
beſives flue thouſand which the Emperour Charles bzought 
with him. Al which receiued an othe befoze the thꝛone of the 
true Gad, not to leaue Gualcier fill the death. Now let vs 
leaue them a while, ar.dreturne we to Iuorim, and Malc- 
grap,the two Embaſſadours, who returning te Mermont 
and the other Pagan Kings, deelarsd their anſwere the e⸗ 
ſtate of Babylon, the pzeſence of Charlemaine, and the ge- 
nerall reſolution of the whele nation. Mermont at the fic, 
with filence beganne to wonder, til 4/cruine awaking him 
ſaide : What dzeame yon of ( my Lo2de?) my heart is ſet 
cnfire with their wozdes. J beſerch you foz hononrs ſake, 
let vs march away pzeſently . Pe@renpon a trumpet was 
ſauyded, and they all departed till they came within halle a 
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jeague ot Babylon, their whole army being thzeehandzed - 


thouſand , amongſt whom were foure giants, which were 
the bzothers of Bruhier, whom Oger had ſlaine befoze the 
walles of Lavn . Wlhen the ©mperour vnderſtade they 
were come, he ſaid, it would be a mighty indignitie , if 
they ſhould moleſt him in the towne , wherefoze he would 
- needs iſſue fozth,though all the dangers of the wozld hung 


on the aduenture. 
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How Ch vylemaine and all the chriſtian army ſallied out 
of Babylon. 2 Of the great battell, and how Me 
wine flew Guion of Denmarke his vnknowne vnckle, 
3 Alſo how Charlemaine, Gaultior, and all the twelue 
Peers were taken priſoners, and their army diſcom- 


fired. 


"FFT Db beganne Charle maine, by the 
3 ſummons of the trumpets to ga- 
N ther together of the chꝛiſtian armp 

25 s doco, and planting them in a 

NW | ſouldierly pꝛopoztion foz the ſally, 

rode aboat the troupes with theſe 

| incouragements : Vou ſinewes of 
| Kings, and vpholters of Monat 
rr chis, Jbeſoch you this day be al- 

Mightyan reiolucgon and combat agenſt that | Mpeg 
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* The firſt part of 
. ifhe whiſper in vour heartes a thought of retiring imagine 
S now the glozie ot heauen (fo; ſoit is) is to be gotten by the 
1 conqueſt:and that the height of felicitie,foz which from pour 
+ 6 infanctes you haue made endicſſe iunpzecations,is ſent from 
"( abcue, and on this dap by pour valcurs to be atchieucd ; 
7 8 that dane, angel · like contend (02 Pour perpetuall happmeſſe, 
1 and that trotunt of immoꝛztall recommendations, which the 
| x a God ol dur fo2efathers will beſtow on euery one that raiſeti 
70 . bis itueth aboue theſe miſbeluing, infidels . Behold then, 
5 70 ( you champions of the higheſt) howe like hunger · ſcarued 
. | beaſtes they come rauening , and hare alreadie befoze your 
55 ot faces deudured pour owne ſuppers: wherefoze renenge that 
"> indignitis , and maintaine the freedome of pour Religion, 
. C & he:e and manieothcr ſpacches the Emperour Charles vied, 
(3 to v-hich the people anſwered with Woutinges and reioy- 
+ 8 tings. Then might ye haue heard a wezldof trumpets ſound, 
1 double ſo manie dzummes , tabozs and tamburins: after 
7 8 which they matched againſt the NPagans who in like maner 
5 | carne 02dered and aranged to the encounter, king Mer- 
A: mont, with Meruine being two of the foʒmoſt leaders. 
F: 2 When Guion of Denmarke , who was the brother 
. of Oger and father to Gualtier, deheld Meruine, hecharged 


his lauirce and ranne agatinft him, whom Mcruin with the 
ſame accomplement regreetedin thetmcounter ; the gam old 
Guion bzake hislaunce , but without hazard te Meruine, 
who on the contrarie part (mote him with ſuch kurte, hal he 
onertbzcw hum dead to the ground witbont motion. WW ben 
Gui. ns band beheld that miſfoztune,they al at once c Cailed 
Meruineſericuſlp;but his defence was gallant, that he flew 
all wü he touched. Now ioyned thebattel on cuery ade pe⸗ 
rillous,ſttong, 6 graucus agaiuft the chziſliens end ctuel, 
t deſperat again pᷣ pagans. Mermont Gaudiſſe 6 Brandis 


that dap wondzed oz they were at the beginning * . 
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chiefe : but aboue all was Meruine highly feared, foz beath 
vpon his ſwoꝛd had taken an euerlaſting lodging: he as he 
poſted, hake their rankes aſunder, fo2 not any Chuſtian 
diu ſt dare to aſſatle hum. On the other five, Charles the 
great, king of Fraunce , duke Naymes and the twelne 
peeres, did ſuch admirable exploits by their chinalrie , that 
had it not beene fo the inuincible pzoweſſeof Meruine, the 
Pagans had not ſtod one houre befoze them, aibett they 
were ther bundzed thouſand : ſo expeet and wiſe in warres 
like actions was Charles. Allthis while the battetencrea- 
ſed:atlaſt Charles incountered with Malegrape,towhom 
with loyous htscrceltent ſwoꝛd. he gane ſach ablowethat 
he diuided him to the nauell, and withall cried, Courage 
Mountioy, Saint Denis. Then Tuorin beheld Male- 
grape, flame, he th2uſt himſelfe againſt Charles: but the 
emprroz gaue hun ſuch entertamment as he fel dead to the 
carth backward:after him, another and another. The duke 
Naymes imitated themperoꝛ as nere as might be, who in⸗ 
tountring Gaiher, cat off one othis armes, Gautier that 
had but newly ſane the death of his father ine a mad man 
did wonderfiul agtans neither was Moy ſant no his fon 
Florin (hozt of pꝛatſewoꝛthy commendations. As fo the 
god king Karahcu, he wasin the ut of the battel Whote 
he incountred king Mermont, vnto whom he gaue ſuch a 
bio w. that be tulled his hoꝛſe vndet him and he had then bin 
taken p2tſoner, had he not cried Montment, fo lowde that 
Meruine heard him, who thꝛuſting his mare foz\pard,ozes 
th:ew all betweene him and Mcrmont . No lonet was he 
ſenc but all ſouldiaurs gaue him place, lo wel they knew, 
and were acquainted with him, only king Karabeu fowty 
ly withſtod him, and ſtrake ſo mighty a blow on his target, 
that in the middeT he ci ne t aſunder. 7Uhercat Meruine 
was much grieued and in quit al gaue him ſuch a blow with 
Eutrant, that he claus him to the tawes, Thus _ — 
araheu 
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Karahet uhoſe like hardly ſurniued) flaine by Meruine: 
who afterward was by a genecall Coun ſell canoniz:0 a S. 
and called ſaint Karahcu. Man miracles were done after 
the battell , which J may not repozt, but muſt refurne to 
Meruine, who [ll conquered wbere he came. 
the reſt, de New a kinſem m of Charlemaines , foz which 
the ene: our being diſpicaſed , and ſeeking reuengement, 
ei countred a pagan whom de ouerthzew, and had flaine, 
but {oz the reſcue of many. ſoulitours . Terrible was the 
batiell, both ofthe oae fide and the other. Motwithftand/ 
ing that dur Chꝛiſtians were few in number, pet their ſpi- 
rits ſo oft cedoubled, that their hands were bathed in bloy 


. continaalip , Gautier ſtraue ſtill to teuenge his fathers 


death. Meruine to iatteaſe his conqueſt,by hap he incoun- 
fred with thcrie of Dampmartin, thzowing hozſe and man 
to thearth? and taking hum pꝛiſonet bound him with co2vs, 
Chen came the earle of Labzecto revenge Dampmartin: 
but the gentle 4/cruine ſ@ne vnþozſed him, and toke him 
pʒiſoncr. 


At which Mermont reioyced, betauſe he was the 
xb. pziſoner Meruine had taken : ſo greatly were the rh2t- 
ftians diſco2aged by the pzoweſſe of Meruine, as they now 


began ſhamefullyto fliefo2 their ſafetie, and ſaue twentie 


thouſand that fill wererefolued , not a man would ſtate to 
ſuſtaine battell. Whereat Charlemaine ſozrowed greatly 
ſay ing, their ſhames ſhould not follow him but their owne 
confuſtons:which done, de ſperately he ran ints the midſt of 
the battell and D. Naimes after bim,rffecting greater mi- 
racles than befoze. Meruine rode triumphantlp, and in the 
end met with the Counte Villiers, the carle of Flanders, 
and the xy peres amongſt them began along fearfull,and 
a doubtfull battell, but in the end, foz all things are ſubiea 
to foztune, they were euerp one taken paiſoners: ſo as —_ 

chziſtian 
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chꝛiſtian hoſte remained no moe commanders but thempe- 
ro2 Charles, and duke Naimes, who defended themſelnes 
gallantly againſt their enemies. Meruineſ@ing Charle- 
maine; he fell tn lone with his vertues, ſaying: O Maho- 
met, bow downe thine eies, ano behold j inuincible ch2t- 
fans : and then moned with one enutsus loue, and alone, 
leſt enuy Chould wzong ſo excellent perfection, med to tha 
common ſouldiers, vpon paine of death not ts touch them: 
which cõmandement they obeped, foʒ they durſt not gaine⸗ 
ſtand. Ther, Meruine oppoſing him ſelfe againſt them with 
hono;ab'e ſpaches, the true badges otperfen magnanimi. 
tie, he ſaid: Pꝛinces, pteld your ſelues, when Foztune can 
auatle te na moze tonqueſt, and inxich me with your names 
bicauſe inan pagans haue told me the at mes you bears bo 
belong fo France and that one ot pon alſo is the emperour, 
Thou ſaieſt true, (ſaid Charles) and now. my name foz 
dꝛead of any Bata zen was nener changed: Charles is my 
name, Charles that tuleth Rome, Fraunce, and all Chi- 
ſtendome : and his is duke Naymes, the neareſt to me in 
counſeil and affection, thercfoze and vpon thy guard, and 
appꝛoch vs not. fo2 here wil we liue and hers will we learn 
to die. Who fit ſt pꝛe ſents h:mſcifeto be our tutoʒ, al ne- 
ner haue other pꝛieſt ſurgeon, oꝛ ſepulchze. At this ſpeach a 
pagan king ruſht to duke Naimes, giuing him ſuch a blow 
as he ſtrake him to the ground: but the duke quickly reco- 
nered his fete againe, and mad with that amazement,ſent 
him backe ſuch arcquitall, that the Pagan thereof died, 
And then wert the Cmperou: andthe Duke aſſailed on e- 
uery (ide freſhly ; who not withſtanding defended them | 
ſelues valiantly : inſomuch that Meruine pitted them and 
ode in doubt whether it were better de ould pzeuaile, oz 
they periſh , At this he deſcended from his mare, and em⸗ 
bzacedking Charles, to whom he (aide, Thou extellent 


wonder of Knighthod,alas,thy defence is botleſſe, J bi, 
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fo think thy foztnne Qouls periſh: yteld to him, whole p(/ 
ty then hatt taken p2iloner in beholding thy vertns.Charls 
bearing this, and ſuch honoz in his enemy, (aid : Thou glo⸗ 
rious almighty, that fo2 their ſinne exiled Adam and Eue 
from paradiſe, comfozt, and counſell ma: and with that he 
yielded himſelfe to Meruine, only defiring hint to ballance 
his þonoz,not by the fotle of his ouerthzow . Sacred empe- 
ro2 (qd Meruine)feare no miſfo2tune, thy thaaldome ſhall 
be but thine owne pleaſure : then teteiuing his (wozd, and 

taking off his helmet, deliuered him to a band of the nobleſt 

Pagans , ta whom he gane ſo ſpeciall charge of adoꝛation : 
reuerence , that like a demte-god he was deified . Puke 
Naymes ſeing Charlemaine taken, deliuerd his ſwo2d to 
Meruine. Thus was the emperoz Charles, duke Naimes, 

the rij pieres, and xxxiiz noble ch2iftians taken pziſoners, 
and all bound one to another, except the emperour, who had 
ingagedhis topall wozd te Meruine , not to depart with- 
out his licence. This being done, and that there was not 
left achzitian which was not lain oz taken, Mcruin went 
inſtantly. and gaue an aſſault to Babilon, but the citizens 
knowing it folly to withſtand, when their chiefs comman⸗ 
ders were impaiſoued, cams fozth,and delinered the towne 
ts their mercie bowing their neckes to the poke of flauerie, 
renouncing the only true God, became miſvelie uing miſ⸗ 
treants. às ſone as Mermont was entred into the towne 
he tmpziſoned Charlemaine and the other Cha ſttans, in a 
tower where they were ſafily garded, as peizes of ine ſti⸗ 
mable.value:bat king Charles ſpent all his time inteares 
and ſuch like lamentations . Alas, thou maiden mother of 
the wo2lds ſaluations ought I alone to be the ſubiec ot all 
mi{foztuns! muſt my long admired hono; die in ſo ſhameful 
a graue of diſparagement , and muſt my rule that ſtretcht 
beyond Curope 4 Aſia, be ber ſelfe containedina ſquare of 
this little compaſſe. Jfſo it muſt be, it is my ſinne, s happie 
J. 
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J. it it alone be chaſtiſed foꝛ my tranſgreſſions: thus ſpake 
king Chatles,whoſe bird flouriſhed like a white palme tre. 
Meruine hauing now alittle repaſted himſelle, called toge⸗ 
ther the pagan kings and pzinces, ſaying: My loꝛds, this 
place we muſt make no place of repaſt oz banquetting , be- 
cauſe ſluggardiſe is hatefall to the honour , whereto we co- 
ret to aſpire : wherefoze pzepare pour ſclues pzcſently to 
depart, fo2 J will not reſt till J haue taken Meſques and 
Jeruſalem , and bꝛonught the whole countries thereabout 
to our ſubiectton,and taught the people to adoꝛe no god but 
Mahomet. Lozd Mermne, ſaid Mermont, thy will halbe 
our guide and thy courſes ſhall direct vs: Then ſending 
their dꝛummes and trumpets about, and ſommoning their 
bands together triumphantly, they departed from Babp⸗ 
lon,andſo reſtleſſe continued in their marchings that they 

ſhoztly appeared befoꝛe the walles of Meiques, to which 

they laid ſo fearefull a ſiege, and gaue ſuch maruelous afs 
ſaults, as in few dapes they toke the towne putting man, 

woman, and child to the \wozd, except thoſe that willingly 

fell downe and adozed Mahomet. Thus Meruine made 

himſelle loꝛd and maſter of Meſques, foz he had a deſire to 

rule in that citty : pet he wouldnedes fozwardto Jeraſa- 

lem. So he made a Pagan his lieutenant to rule 

only iu his name: and with the greateſt 
pomp that might be, befoze his depar⸗ 
ture, ccowned hiniſelfe king 
of Peſques, 


: 
EVE 
. . j 4 = % — , . i * 
Fo EG RE SS 
— 4 : - # 


me 
— 


>. 
1 


e 


a"... 


33 


= ”—_ 8... * 


4 


2 a 32 * nen 7 


a 
4 — + 


— . — 
”» =—_—— —_— — —— — 2 — >» 
LI * 


_” _ — — 
? 2 — S * PR — — 
— . — — 4 N 
9 > — - 
_ ** — — 
* * 9 
Pr — 


— 


9 —  — 


* — IB ner nd, 


- 
* — 
2 — — 


* 9 5 „ 
oo © — 


Fr C 


' * 
5 
* — 
4 . 
"YM 
: 


166 


The firſt part of 


CHAP. XXVI. 


Hou AMeruine and the Pagan hoſt came before leru- 
ſalem, 2 How the citizens rendred vp the towne. 


A 
5 


How Atera ne te fuſed to enter into the citie, out re- 
turnd to Babilon, at which many of the pagans mur- 
mured. 


FA 


— 


Fier Meſques was contierted fo the damnable be⸗ 
tefeof Mahomet,and Meruine had eſtabliſhed it 
fozhts owne gouernment, he would not ep anie 
ercaſion, but charged all his arnip to be in readi⸗ 

nelle, fo that fozthwith he would march to Jeruſen, to 

make himſelte loꝛd of that mighty towne and the cauntrey 

| thereto adiopning. When Mermont heard him, and ſaw 

| the defire he had to ſpzead their law thꝛough all nations, he 
ſaid: O Mahomet, how great are thy wozue g, that from 
the loines of the poꝛe merchant Bar bin, haſt taiſed a glo⸗ 

rious bzanch, to eralt thine honour, and to bing all Chis 

ſtendome to ſubuerſion? This ſpake Mermont in the hea⸗ 

ring ol Meruine, to whom he did all the reuerend honours 

might be deuiſed: but in loule, both he and all the Pagan 

pꝛinces exfreamely hated him, becauſe the honoꝛs wheres 

with tyey chined, were but bozcowed from his ſpiendoz, 

And {02 that their labours could neuer attaine to a perfite 

end, pet they durſt not but obey hum, feare, not love 4cing 

their ruler . All things being now pꝛepared, they deparied 

from Meſques, and marched with ſuch pꝛolpetous expedi⸗ 
tion, 
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tion, that they came befoze the noble and ſacred towne, 
where the Lune of iinm22t ul giozie ſuffced his death and 
paſſion fo; the wozlos redeanptten, 


2 As ſone as Meruine beheld ii he pzactiſed it and im 
m diatly pzepared foz ſo ſtcong and dzeadfull afault : fo 
that the poꝛe C hꝛiſtians beholdiag their imminent danger, 
held a counſell, and concluved to deliuetr vp the keyes of the 
cifie : wheretoze comming fozth, and caſfing themſelues 
pꝛoſtrate befoze Meruine, they (aid ; Dead Lozd of our 
lues andbcings, behold, we the chiefe rulersof this haples 
towne, render out ſeſues to thy gratious mercy, deltucting 
ts ther, as to our liege loꝛd, all our poſſeſſions, pzomiſing to 
ſerue ther lotally, and to hold thy faith lawe, and teligion. 
Meruine hearing them. replied, Citizens ſtand vp, and be 
courageous, fo2 pour peace is concluded inan happy houre. 
Allute you ſelues from the honour of mp reputation, nep⸗ 
ther man, woman noꝛ child of this towne ſhall ve damaiff 
ed: ſo returne in all peace, and be loyall: fo2 not a ſouldiet 
ſhall come wit hin your gates, but we will all teturne vnto 
Babilon: then turning to the hoſte, he commanded them to 
take vp their pauillions and march towards Babile n 


3 At this all the Sarazens were miſthieuoully agrie- 
ued, and with pziuatemurmuring, railed vpon Mcruine, 
who to their troubles would allot no ending but notwith⸗ 
ffandiny, all they ſet fozward, and by the reſileiſe labour of 
many dayes and nights, at laſt they arriued at Babylon, 
where they banqueted and repoſed themlſelues, theſpaceof 
iy dayes. Alter it hapned vpon a day, that Iacob the mer- 
thant tanie to Meruine, and ſaid: Ho now my1lozd,how 
walks loue in yourthoughts : what, is he viterly exiled? is 
there ne remnant af memozy left to pzeſerne the perfectids 


df beatitull Berca? Ma lacob (ſaip he) moze then 1 — 
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ſences are able to meaſure: but why doſt thou now examine 
me vpon this holy article? Foꝛ this ſaid Iacob) that it ab- 
ſented time haue not ſhut c xcellencie in doubtfulnefNe, then 
would J haue pou, that you may byit binde her loue ina 
moze eternall band of affection. Take Charles, his twelue 
peeres, and the reſt of thy pꝛiſoners, and as the conqueſts of 
thy (wozd and her beauty, deliuer them to her ſacred maie- 
ſtie, that ſhe may diſpoſe them, vntull they returne from 
Feaunce, andthoſeother countries. which alre dy tho? haft 
ſabdued , and of which in enſuing time thou ſhalt be king 
and ruler, Iacob ꝗd Meruine, theu haſt tutoʒed me to my 
content ment, and thy countel is as an O acle:ſoꝛ to hir and 
no other my ſelfe and my ſwoꝛd is denoted. As they were 
thus conferring Mermont entred in, who with a lawly, pet 
kingly adozation, ſaluted Meruine, and moze would haue 
done, if he knew, to haue done, moꝛe fo feare he tod in to⸗ 
wards him, than foz any religious affection he bare him 
and then ſaid ; Py lozd ad Meruine, it behoues younow 
te thinke of your expedition into Fraunce , and to diſpoſe of 
the chꝛiſtians you haue already taken. Daide Meruine, 
if your Maieſtie will walke into the great hall, where the 
reſt of the pagan pꝛinces are ſet in counſell, we wil diſcuſſe 
of this affaire. Mcruine calling the gaoler,commanded him 
to fetch the pꝛiſoners he had in charge. Inffatly the Turk 
perfoʒmed his will, and b:ought foꝛth Charles, the twelue 
Peres, and all the reſt ofthe cheiſtian patſoners . As (one 
as Meruine ſaw them he ſtod vp and ſatd, kings pꝛintes, 
and barons, My will is, that theſe Chꝛiſhan pꝛiſoners be 
conueyed to the caſtle of Turgon. vatill by my pꝛoweſſe J 
haue conqueredFrance,and all the famous cauntries bogs 
derung her territozies. Yow (ſaid C audiſſe) oz wherefoze 
{hall they be thither haled 2 © what reaſon is in ſo doing: 
J tell vou, their liues are dangerous. death they haue deſer⸗ 


ued, and death by my wil chal they haue. Scarce were his 
Wozrs 
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wo2ds ended, but another pagan role vp, ſaying: Meruine 
attend my woꝛds This man yeecs haue I traue my bo⸗ 
dy, and waſted my reuenues tu effect theſe conqueſts, and 
ſhall J now loſe my gnerdon: part haue J wonne of theſe 
pzifoners,my part will I haue, and that part ſhall part with 
their liues at this pꝛeſent. and J alls, ſatd another pagan , 
who was both rich in wealth and ſkrong in friends, and his 
name was Gratian: fis reaſon J haue my part and p2ofite 
of theſe pꝛiſoners, otherwiſe pzinces,let vs ioyne together, 
and with our ſwozys diuide them, 
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CHAP. XXVII, 


How Mrriiue would not conſent to the death of the 
chriſtians.2 The great battell which fell out in the 
palace. ; How the chriſtians aided Merwne, and how 
the pagans came and cried him mercy. 


den Mcruin(andnot without won ver. ſalu 
AS; >) the arrogancie of the pagans , ans tht her. 
7 A fo2cc they would dinide thoſe ſpotles as git 
Pod 1 them, which his ſweꝛd onely had obtained, 
de was almightily diſpleaſed, and with a fle- 
tle countenaunce of anger, told them, it ſhould net be as 
they had deemed, but that in deſpightofthep:outeft in that 
aflewbly, he would beare the chaiſtiang to Montment: 
and as diuins trophees of his affection, he wculd pꝛeſent the 
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fo his cele ſtiall Lady and miſtreſſe. (as Iacob beſoze had gi; 
uen him counſell) whereloze / ſapd he / it there bee any pagan, 
of what eſtate ſoeuer that ſpeaks anot hot wozd ofreſiſtancs, 
Entrant my ſwoꝛd ſhall beſo cquallatudge twirt him 4 me, 
of my vengeance, that the reſt ſhall be warned by his milz 
ture:and then raifing bis voyte moze higher, What (ſaid he) 
will yon diutde the things beleng to mee at your pleaſure? J 
ſweare by mine homage ta Mahomet, the pꝛoudſt pac that 
dares to contradict my wil,oz miſlikes the intentsofmine ac⸗ 
tions, ſhal fozfeit his head ta my (wozdpyeſently. Ag be thug 
ſpake, a Gratianroſe vp who had about him a mighty band 
of ſarazens. and ſwars by Mahomet, he would kill Charle- 
maine,fo2 he hath bene the ſcourger 4 to2menter of ourreli- 
gion. Therfozeſ ſaid he this day wil I take vengeance on his 
head and not be withſtod by thzeates,oz denied my pleaſure 
by a boy,y baſe ſon of a ſilly march àt. At this woꝛd he ment 
fo king Charles, and toke him by the beard, which was whi⸗ 
ter then ſnow, ſaping: falſe traiterous king, this day will J 
hang ther like a thiele, and withal ſtroke hun with a cudgel. 


2 Mhich was ſo vnpleaſant to the epes of Mernine, that 
oꝛawing Enttant hisſwezd, he ſtrake king Gratian twirt 
the necke and the eare with \mch violence, that he chined him 
euen to the girdle: but no loner was that fatal blow deltuered 
but the whole armie afſauled Meruin with infinite violence: | 
yet miraculcuſly defending himſelfe, neuer ſtriking in vaine, 
ſo that from every blo v death enſued. There was amongſt 
them another king e colin to Gratian, who was the greateſt 
ſetter fo2ward of the ſedition: him Meruine ouerthzew dead 
to the ground, and. then began the battellto increaſe with 
huge hozroar againſt Meruine, who like a mad-man laied 
about him hete and there not ſpating anp. 


hen our chziſtian pꝛinces . 
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tie Mcruin had thzuſt himſelfe into this dagerous aducturs » 
they concluded among themſelues, either to aide him oꝛ pe; 
rich in attempting: and the th2uſting themſelaes befoze hin? 
they ſaid, courage pꝛince Meruine, this day we will die fo; 
thee,fo2 thou halt bæne gracious to out miſtoꝛtunes, and we 
will partake thine ex remitie. ith that, they thzuſt them 
ſelues age inſt the pagans with euer one a ſwoꝛd in his fifk, 
making a feaxetull and bloudie ſkirnuſh, from one they cut 
his head, from another his armes, legs from the third, and 
generally, liſefrom the moſt they encsuntred. Charles in 
this batte! behaued hunſelfe moſt couragionſiy,but Meruine 
mo2e enraged then a long hunted boze , without regard, 1 44 
made ſlaugh ter of al befoze him, and by the ayde ok the chzi⸗ 63 
ſtians, quickly winowed the hall of liuing creatures. Mer- | 
uine ſeing this, ſapd to the chzaiſtians:Lozds,bewarethat by 
you no treaſon betide my foꝛtune, foꝛ then (hal your vniuſt⸗ 
nes giue ſhame to pour valuies. Pzince Meruin qd Charls, n 
doubt not our truſtineſſe, who whilſt we bꝛeath wil not faile 
thy foztune,q4 when thou art conqueroꝛʒ be iudge of our lines 
t deaths as pleaſe the. After thele ſpeeches they al iſſued aut 
of the hal, z aſlailed the pagans on enery ſide, who with feare 
were ſo ſatpꝛiſed, that they knew not to what toztune to be- 
take the. but cried out: woe alas, Meruin is intaged, he hath 
fozgot, Mahomet, is become achziſtian. Notwithſtanding i 
this Meruine and thc chꝛiſtians purſued them aud as the hi⸗ 
ſtopie ſaieth.ſle w 64 in a moment, which not a litle grieucd 
Mermont, whe now could not recoꝛd any meane hob to aps 
peaſe Meruine. At laſt he talled Barbin; ann with teares bes 
ſought hun to cole the fice of his ſonnes wꝛath: then thep 
two ioining together, went,4 on their kners caſt themſe lues 
befoze him, whileſt Mermont ſaid:v2ince Meruine,foz the 
loue of Mahomet and Barbin thy father, and in ruth of my 
teares whom ſometimes tbau halt called thy ſoucragine, aps 
peaſe thy iuſt indianation, and Jle ſweare untotte by the 1 
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hoſke of Mahomet foperfozme thy wil in al things, e if it by 
pleaſing in thy ſight, hencefo;th become thy ſublet. By Iu- 
piter, ſaid Meruine, thou haſt ſpoken in a happy houre, Riſe 
father. ano tiſe king of Montment, mins ange x ſhal bzeake, 
if my wꝛongs begmended. Then turning to the chziſtians, 
he ſayd, Pꝛʒinces tt turne into the hal,foz a tiute ſhalbe con- 
eluded,q4inp wil no moze negleued. No ſoner had he ſpoken, 
but Charles t his pæts, te urued into (be pallace, and Mer. 
ainc with an atigry loke ſapd to he pagans: Painces, ima⸗ 
gine mee not ſatiſſ ed, though & ſhew a relenting: foz by my 
right hand, my ſeruants death (hall not be diſmiſſed, till the 
pꝛoudeſt of ycu al, vpon pour knas come Ecry me mercy, 
At this all the pagans caſt themſelues on theit faces beſo 
him, and with one topee cried, haue mercy vpõ vs inuincible 
pzincs Meruine, and thy will ſhall be the law fo rule vs and 
our nations. Yere pitie take plac: in the eyes of Meruine, 
and taiũng themfrom the earth, gaue fo them new peace 
and comfozt. Which done, he bade them arme themſelncg 
to guard thoſe chʒiſtians to the ca ſtſe on Furgon, which is 
fcituate within Montment, where he intendes to detaing 
them till his returne from Frante her neighboꝛ countrets, 
where he ment to ruinate their abbeys, and burne the mo- 
naſte ties ot antient foundatign ; this done, thep ran 4 kiſſed 
bis fete in figne of their ſubiection , glozying that by him 
they and their la wes ſhould be ſo highly c xalted. Thus tri⸗ 
umphed they with pꝛond hearts, but J fear me within ſhozt 
ſpace they will haue other reſolutions: foz euen now almoft 
is the ſacred finger of the diall, vpon the hower in which 
Meruine ſhall know,who is his trus father, and the 
topall deſcent ofhis glozious pedegree: a hiſlazy 
moze delectable to heare, then theſe iarring 
tumults already aus: paſſed, 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 


1 How Mername departing from Babylon, brought 
Charlemaine and the other Chriſtians o the caſtle of 
Turgon. 2 Of the apparition ot the angel ro Charles, 3 
How Meruine knew himfſelfe to be the ſonne of Oger, 
and the fairy Morgue, 

v7 v4 Be hiſto2y repoꝛteth, that during the time that 

SY 2 Meruine was in Babpion (where he bꝛought 

the pagans and Dacazens to ſuch ſubirction, 


- 
— 


= © humblenes) the god king Charles who many 
times with zealous admiration beheld Meruine, at laſt imas 
gined him ſo liuely to pꝛeſent the image of Oger, that he 
could not chuſe but one dap ſapd vato him;p2ince Meruine, 
J know not thy deſcent no2 gencration , but of what oz 
whence ſoeuer thou att, bela ue me thou doeſt ſo liuely re- 
ſemble the moſt victoꝛious duke of Denmarkep2ince Oger, 
that were but haire diſcouered vpon thy youthiultchinne, J 
would haue ſapd, thou hadſt bene no likely bod, but the ſelf- 
ſame moſt excellent creature : fo2 of my ſoule there is nut the 
great eſt maſtet pauiter in the woꝛld that can ſo vere'y figure 
his pc2:rait as thine ownelokes : neither diſoaine that to 
him thou art compared, foz that neuer pet in aup battell uus 
there pagan, Turbe o Sarazen; that by manhoad was ble 
to teſiſt hun. Tits moſt true, ſayd duke Naimes. and the 
kwelue peres alſo 
When Mer uin heard the,heſayd, J know not wel mp (ct?) 
what np ſelfeam,but many as well Sarazens as chaiſttans, 
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who haue ſerne the duke Oger haue ener compared me vntg 
him, ſo that my ſelfe am in loue with him to whom my ſelte 
am lo often compared. After diners other ſuch like dil⸗ 
courſes, Meruine tõdmanded the Thziſtians to mount them 
ſelues on hozſebacks, and then comming to Permont and 
Gaudiſſe, he ſatd, J wil my Lozds that pon ſtaꝝ here in Ba. 
bilo; till my rerurne, whilſt J conuep theſe cgʒiſtians tothe 
eaſtieof CLurgon where they ſhalbe ſafely impꝛiſoned, and 3 
will leaue the keves with beautifall Berea, whoiu vntillmy 
returne J wil! make their Tmpzelle. Paince Mervine (ats 
ſwered Mermont) be all things as pleaſeth thœ, fo; willing. 
ly we will ſtay to attend thy plea'ure. T dis ſpake hee with a 
ſeruile humbleneſle, rather inferd from feate, then iduing 
from a certaine loue Thus Meruine and with him 4000. 
of the bcſt eſtetmed Pagans toke their tourney towards 
Cut gon; whither the heauens and all the gratious aſpects of 
wel poꝛtending Plansts happely guide hun, becauſe he ſhal 
neuer teturne to Babilon, tili he bee made a diuine and te⸗ 
ligieus Chziſtian, roting from the facec? the earth both 
Mahomer and all other falſe gods, and onely lifting vp in 
molt hie cxaltation the ame ot the eucrliuingl ESVS, 
Do pꝛoſperouſlp thry tournepd that anon they tame within 
the ſight of Hontment, where Meruine calling Iacob, ſent 
him veſ0zc taduertiſe Berea of bis appꝛoching: who with an 
entirc zeale perfozmed his comandement. And after he was 
entrev to the tobone, he aſcended the Pallais,where he found 
the only ſtarre of perfection Berea, whom with low humble- 
neſle he ſaluted,and repoꝛted the comming of Meruine,the 
bzinging of King Charles of France, the tweluePeeres,and 
diuers others whome his inuincible pzoweſle had made caps 
tiues befoze the walles of Babilon. Berea hearing this had 
al her ſcnces ſo ſuddenly ouergone with ioy. that from her a⸗ 
mazement iſſued nothing but great wõ oer. But Drohes who 
ſadly had giuen attention to his diſcourſe, diſſolued hts _> 
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blod in water from his epes,and with extremitie ofpaſſion 
thus exclaimed, thou true God of gloʒy. how ſpedilp wal 
the ruine of France fall vpon her boſome,fith Charles and 
the twelue peers, the columnes that ſuſtaind her, are bzoken 
by Meruin, whoſe vnſpeakable magnamuitie nothing hath 
fozce to reſiſt! Man other tearss of ſozrowſull moanings 
fell from awd knight Drohes, who foz the lone of Charles 
ſamed to pin e with lamenting. Row the day being growne 
by many hour s aged, Meruin and his traine entred the citp: 
thence he went tothe Palace where Berea moſt ropally gar- 


ded came down and met him: betwan them was an incouns- 


ter of hie delicacte,the;r armes locking together their lippes, 
aud from their lippes interchangeably bzeathing their ſonles 
into ech others boſome. any pꝛettie queſtions they had of 
eche others ſafetic,many ozacles ot theit foztunes and many 
hiſtoꝛies of the:r loues, the legends wherof laſted, till they 
were returned into the great hall ofthe Pallace. Then were 
the Ch2iſtians conneyed tothe caſtel of Turgon, and ſafely 
impꝛiſone d, all the Peres being moſt viſconſolate. 


2 Onelp king Charles from whom no miſfo2tune would 
take away the title of a royal ſpirit, and whoſe faith in the li⸗ 
uing God was ener vamoueable caſt hinſc'fe on both his 
knees to the ground, and with lift vp hands, and erecedepes 
thns pꝛaped, Glo ious God, that fo2 our ſinnes and fo; our 
ſaluat ion vouchlafedſt thy life by thy death aud paſſion, thou 
that the third dap roſe againe e aſcende dſt into heauen, thou 
that veliuered Adam & the Pzophets which had attended 
thy comming al ſo, as this is true,4 on it my faith it groun⸗ 
ded, ſo z beſeech these be my deliuerer from theſe gates of ill 
cance and bondage. Mhen king Charles had made this 
ſhozt petition in hono2 ot the holy Ctinit ie, he kiſt the earth 
thꝛee times. And then as he was in riüng there appeared ta 
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him an angel oflight, who bleſſed him with this happy ſalu⸗ 
tation Nobie king Charles, bæ not abaſhed, fo that power 
Which hitherto hath ſuccoured ther will nol now refuſe the, 
who bv me affarcs the, to mozrow thou ſhalt be delinered 
by MNeruimne, Wis 6 bipli4:0 chzſtien, ad the lonne of 
Oger the verincus Dane: where de ve ſtrong in thplapth 
ai: take comfozt. bis ſapd the heauenlpemballadoz yas 
micht from his p2eſence,and he emperout atter thanks, roſe 
vp, and declared the viſion to the nobles, who called home toy 
to their hearts and glozied in their aduentute. Meruine this 
While nas in a pztuate chamber with Berea and Iacob the 
merchant: 8Gratiana the fairie had withdzawn her ſelte to 
behold Drohes in another chamber, where he rent his gar⸗ 
ments, tare his haires, and lamentedercredingly,crying out, 
that Meruine, in whom vertue was onelp beauttfull, would 
be the vttcr ouerthꝛow ol vertue that had made him beautt- 
fat. Ah (apdhe)now ſhal Truth ep againc with Obliwion, 
aud Tune ſhall conſume in mourning fo2 his daughter. Ba, 
Charles,Charles,thine affliction is my toꝛment.and thy diſ⸗ 
grace the death of our religion. This ſapd, he fell Bowne to 
the ground wzung his hands, and with dumbe ſozrow cx/ 
ceded all ſpeaking lamentation. after Gratiana had bebeld 
his infinite toꝛmentings and with-all entering into conſide- 
ration, that irom Meruine iſſued this almightie miſerie, and 
the the cauſe why Meruin mate them ſo miſerable, without 
any woꝛd ſpeaking, ſhe departedfromt he chamber, her heat 
euen wounded o death with the terroz of others mourning, 
and comming into an ar bout whither euery moꝛning Berea 
was accuſtomed ts tome, ſhe there continued all mght,viing 
ſuch ſtrange adions of vnuſua'l ſoꝛrow, that if ſome dinine 
power had not glarded her wees,ſhe bad there diſpaired 4 
died, Carely in the moinu.g actoꝛ ding to her wont, gentle 
Berea , came fo the atbout, and beholdiug ( ere ſho ap- 


pzocþed, range ſignes of diſtemprature in n us 
| alltt 
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alittle to ſe fhe iſſue, and with that ſhe heard herſay, hou 
true God of immoꝛ tall gloꝛy haue mercy vpon me. whoſe 
infinite euill derd is almoſt run beyond the rate of all pitie: 
and then ſhe ſwouned, recouered, and frethly lumented Af- 
ter this Berea came vnto her, and demaunded a reaſon of 
her paſſion, to whom the ſatd, Ha madam, my toʒme nts be 
wozthy no end, becauſe the ill 4 yauc tommmttet is withs 
out meaſure . And then the recotinted vato her alt the had 
done age inſt Meruine, his birth, her enuy, his ſtealing as 
wap, ber arttuall in theieparts,and what beltdes, whence 
theſe ill turnes were lutceeded. dlas madam, (aid ſhe,my 
inne is wozthy no redemption , no2 my ſozrowy any eie of 
pity : the rat het bicau e I haue from hin; kept euer obſcure 
this which to pou now J haue reucalen, neither date I at 
all mak: knowne his foꝛtune, leſt ge thouiv kiltne'fo2 my 
treaſon th tete madam let pour heaucenipfonague beare 
to hun the embaiiage of his birth and linage, whil from 
hence I fle into ome fo ken deiart, where neuer man 02 
woman chall in zee behoid me oz my anſfoztune, 


Not ſo anſwered Berea, ſith my loue twirt him and 
thee ſhall make 4 proceſul concluſton if thou wilt tap here 
and dilate to his owne cares his of-fp;tng. J willmadame, 
ſaid the , and (02th with Berea went where the found Mer- 
une , about whoſc necke when ſhe had foulted her armes, 
the ſaid, S werf loue, I pꝛapthee graunt me one little irftie 
petuion. UWihat euet it be ſaid he, it is graunted, be it the 
greateſt thing the wozld containeth. Zhen, ſaid che, J be⸗ 
ſech thee be not offended with any cf thy fo zepaſle d foz- 
tunes neither with the tauſers of thy deſtiny chiefly with 
Gratiana, wha wil repeate to thee the truth of thp befcent 
and vedegree, TWhylady qd the) ſhould J be offended foz 
my birth? A know J am the ſonne of a merchant , nepthec 
an J aſhamed of that linage , becauſe my chiualrie * 
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alt me digher in the woꝛld than the ſonne of the greateſt 
Z0widan. Walking along with theſe diſcourſes, anone 
they entred into the arbour where they found Gratiana, 
who repeated ſuch ſtoztes of his fo2tune, as coſt the lines of 
many hundzed thouſand pagans and Sarazens: ſuch was 
the valure of Mcru:ne, who by his powerfull magnam mi⸗ 
tie deſcended euen to the gatts ol hell, and made the diuell 
obedient to his ſwoꝛd as ſhalbe declared hereafter, Grati- 
ana no ſoner ſaw Meruine,but ſhe fel bon her knees (aps 
ing; Pzince Meruine, immoztally haue J firmed againſt 
thee,and the line whence thou art deſcended, admire not the 
the wonders thou haſt atchicued : fo2 thou art by birth a 
Cypʒillian, aud the ſonne ofthe moſt lamous that euer dzew 
ſwoꝛd with reſolution, euen theſonne of Dake Oger, the 
neuer tobe conquered inte of Denmarke, who begate 
thee in the Fairy landof the royall bozne Fairie Morgue: 
from her J ſtole thee, hither J bzongbt thee, and here vntil 
now haue J kept incouert thy foztunes ; wherefoze I con- 
feſſe my ſelfe wozthy damnation, ſith by me, und by ming 

occaſion thou haſt ruined both thineowne bloud , and the 

glozy of thy fathers religion. When Meruine with great 

attention had hcatd her, be grew amazed, & bowing downe 

bis head, ſtod dumde with admiration, At laſt, deſirous to 

be better ſatiſted, he ſaidro Berea, Bow can this be? Be- 
4 lieue me, I cannet truſt this new bozne honoꝛ ,tf it be not 
d moze euident. Meruine (ſaibe the Fairy, by my 

8 ſoule, which ſobs with lozt ow in my bꝛeaſt, ail that J haue 
| ſatdistruc,thou art the ſonne ofthe moſt renvwmed Con- 
: querour of the woꝛld, who at this inſtant is in F airy land 
with the pʒincelle ty mother ow the great diuell (ſaide 
Meruine) that tonueied thee hither, coxuey thee to hell ſoz 
the wzongs thou haſt done me, making mine hands the 
murderers of mine one kin, viper-luke eating my glozie 
from mine owns friends deſtruction : line hencetozth 2 
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ſhed of ſun-ſhine, and neuer find company but ſhame and 
parknes : How well hath euery one compared me ks Oger, 
making my loks an index to his vertues, Mal. th J am 
aſured of my dcſceat , thankes to the Gzeatelſf that hath 
ſent me this vnder ſtanding, whom on mine humble knees 
J pꝛay to pardon therroꝛs of my ianozant euila, and to adds 
to inp new ſpirit a new reſolution, that theſe handg ot mint 
map teare downe the cuul J haue exalted. Turning as 
gaine to Gratiana he ſaid, Thou authoz of mp ill foztune, 
tell me, am J baptized in the Chꝛiſtian Lawe, oz no: She 
anſwered him that he das, king Orient, and king Arius, 
andthe aloztous Meruina, from whom his name was de⸗ 
riued, tering the witncZcs o the Dacrament, Meruine bas 
uing weightily pondered on all the ſpeaches of Gratiana, 
his diſpieaſure greto niightily impatient, and he (aid, a - | 
lictous, auant my ght, and neuer hencefozth dare moze to " 
behold me: fo were it not my lone and oath bindes me fo | 
this goddeſſe of my ſeruice, tnffantly would J crecute on j 
thee an infinite v?ngeance . At this angry diſcharge Gra- "| 
tiana depacted with dying ſozrow , from the pꝛeſence of [ 
Meruine,and as the biTozy repo2teth fled to a waſt and vn⸗ 
frequented wildexneſſe which bozdereth vpon Damatam, ' 
where the rem3tned, and where we wt! leaue her till ſom ! q 
better occurrent revoke her, and we will pꝛocerde with res 
no\lvined 17eruine, who eſpouſed Berea, on whom hebegats 
Orient the father of Helias that begate Idain that boze 
Godtrey of Bullen, as it is wꝛitien in the holy 
Legend of the ſame Godfrey. 
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CHAP. XXIX, 


1 How Drohes inſtructed Mieruine in religion. 2 How 
Meruine deliuerd Charlemarme,and the ewcluc pcers. 
2 How Berea was baptized with the reſt of the cit- 
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tic, and was named Mathaburna,& other accidents. 
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F= Þmo:tally valtant Meruinc, when (as you 
A baue heard he was aſſuredofhis nencalogy, 
which bed in hun no little comfozt, and the 
rather, becauſe he was a Chꝛiſtian, andthe 
A ſonne of ſo famous a champion , pet he not a 
little grieued, that by hun the Chziſtians 
were ſurpꝛiſed and bought to io ſtreight a doe of miſſo;- 
tune, wheretoze his (ozrow ſtrangely tncreaſed, which Be- 
rea ſecing, ſhe grew troubled, ſecking(albeit in vaine) ma- 
ny waycs ts recomfozt him: which ſeeing thep auailed not, 
ſhe went to Drohes, and diſcontſedailthat had chaunced, 
a liuelp coꝛ diall that inſpitd with an inerp2cefſable gladnes, 
ſo as without any tartiance, he went with hir to the atbout 
where Mcruine lay pꝛoſtrate on the ground, beating him⸗ 
ſetfe with extreeme languoꝛ Drohes beholding the furie of 
his patſion, though at firſt amazed, pet ran to him, 4 with 
true zeale of cner-liuing intimacie, thus bindcly chid him: 
Ha, qd he, thou glozie of mankind, and flower ofchinalrie, 
whither is the virtue ofthy reſolution fled,that thou lendſt 
conqueſt to a weeping paſſion : What, wilt thou in teares 
d;owne thy body, a conſume thy ſoule? Ariie,ariſe,thou cx- 
cellenteft 
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celienteft ot all creatures, and with a liuel faith in the tiuing 
God ol Abraham, aſhe pardon ſoʒ thy nnes and the lam be 
of peace that reveemed the wozld, wil wipe ont thy trangreſ- 
flons, ſifh vnder the face of heanen, there is not ſo boundleſſe 
an offznder,os God in hismercy is an almightte pardoner. 
When Meruine had heard Drohes, he roſe vp, ckiſing his 
hand (ayd;thou balm of mine afflictions, eheatth to my ſicke 
ſoule, O pardon mee J beſecch the, the vnlacky laughter 
which onthe ſea J cõmitted where I lew Gaſien thy vere 
companion,the famous ſorne ofrenowmed Oliucr,+theo- 
ther chziſt as, ot het wiſe J wil ſauef that hand which ſaue⸗ 
liſted them in duty J ſhould haue adozed. Thzice dearefrifo 
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(replied Drohes) my inward ſoule hath fo2ginen the, and 

then Drohes ſate downeanderpoundedto him many places d 4 
of holy ſcripture , 4infruced him in all the points otchʒiſt⸗ * 
an religion, he declared how our ſamour had a diutne reſidfce Y 
in the ſacred womb of the virgin Mary, and howfrom thence A 
hee was deltuered, ſhes being both a mother and a mapd. q D 
Chen how at the age ofthzee and thirtie yeores he ſuffered 1 


death and paſſion to deliuet mankind from the gates of hell ! 
and deſtruction : and the third day ariflug from the graue. $1: 
mounted into the dozes of the higheſt heauen from whence \ 

her ſent do\vne the holy ſpicite to inſpire and recomtozt his : 
apoſtles. To be bꝛiefe, there was no point appertaining to 
ſaluation, which Drohes did not erplane with moſtheauens 
ly eloquence. Berea that ſate by, as ſone as (he had heard diſ- | 
touered the miſteries 4 comfozts of our teligion, with a cons if 
fant and maieſticall mode ſlie, xoſe vp and ſayd : beate wit - 
neſſepainces,that here Jrenounce Mahomer, Tauergant, + | 
and their Alcheron, and deftire to be baptized, and imb ated 109 

foz a perfite chʒiſtian. At this they all clapt theic hands ? {OR -. 
toy, EnfTed the ſkirts of hex clothing in token of reuercence, 11:73 on 


1 Then ſayd Meruine, wha thzough Drohes inffruct- . 
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os was both reſalued and comfozted, let vs waſte no moze 
time but go and deliuer Charles the emperoz. Jfozthwith 
thep went, and comming into the caſtle, they found all out 
Barons heauy and ſadde ; but the emperoz recomfozting 
them with kingly reſolutions, Meruine no ſoner tame in 
bis ſight, but falling vpon his knees, he ſaid, Nopall king of 
Ftaunce, and all you right noble knights o! Chziſtendom, 
pardon me J beſech vou, both mine erraur and mine ol⸗ 
fences, to you I wul be a liege man and a ſubicc ; to theſe 
ancuer failing friend, in the hardeſt aduontures, whom 
in ſigne ot euer liuing amitie, J deũte to kifſe. Then aroſe 
be vp and kiſſed both the emperoz and the reſt, and after he 
declared how hee was aChaiſttan bozne , and the ſonne 
of Oger the Duke of De:umerke. Panp other diſcourſes 
they had, and infinite rctopcings, crying, the ſonne of O- 
ger is become a Chuan, woe tothe Pagans and theu 
falſe god Mahonict . Then iſſued Charles and the reſt 
out of the Caſtle . pꝛoteſting ſolemnelp the ſacke of paga⸗ 
niſme: By myrevamer, ſaid Charles, J will nat teſt, till 
I ſathe Satazens tremble vnder Jopous my god ſwo2d, 
{#8 ain pzowd of my birth and pzogente (ſaid Meruine) 
there is not liuing a pagan, how redoubted ſocuer but if he 
refuſe baptiſnie, he (hall alſo refuſe his life and being Thu 
ſato, they went into a chamber and armed themſelues, 
Meruinecauſed a toʒnet to be wuꝛded at the ſonnd where · 
of, the 4000. Pagans Meruine had bzought with him, 
aſſembled themlelues in the baſe court of the pallace : vnto 
whom Meruine made this bzieieſpeach, Fellow ſonldiers, 
adinirenot my (peach but be reaby in pour teſolues: Pp 
will is, that cucry one of you be baptized , 4 become a chu⸗ 
ſtian, and he that tefuſeth, to die the death: chuſeerther & 
fernall life oz deſtruction. The wonder was not little that 
theſe moꝛ ds caſt amongſtthem , pet what thꝛough fate of 
bis pꝛoweſſe, and tcrroz to behold the cheiſtians at _ 
po 
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point armed: they agreed to odey him, both in the courſe 
of life and religion. Meruine commended them, and fozth 
with gaue them charge io range thꝛough the titte, and fo 
put all to the ſwoꝛd, that refuſed to recetue bagtiſme. The 
chꝛiſtian peres of France were their ſoꝛe - leaders, that ſpa⸗ 
red neither man, woman no child; that would yot be bap⸗ 
tized, ſo that in leſſe than in an houres pate, ail Bont- 
ment was wholp conuerted. Theſe things ended, Charles 

called Meruine vnto him, and aſked if he would accept at 

his hands the honoz ofknighthod . By lozd ad he, it is the 

onelp thing to which my thoughts haue a longing: then 

kneling downe, Charles dꝛew Joyons his (102d , and 

laying it on his ſhoulder bade him rife vy the mot renow⸗ 

med knight vnder the firmament : only be thou ſtedfaſt in 

thy faith. and raiſe high thy god and religion. Thon earths 
ly god ot Europe ſaid Meruine) in the matefty of heazen, 
ar dbefoze thy ropall preſence, J make a vow , there ſhall 
not a pagan moue his fwte vpon the earth, it he renounce 
not Mahomet, and put his truſt in the liuung God. and 
what he vowed, he eff:ctvd : ſoꝛ his conqut its againſt the 
pagans doubled his ourrth:owes againſt the Chꝛiſtians, 
as p ſhall hegte hereafter. Row hav the empero2 Charls, 
Meruine, and the partes ot france ſo well managed enes 
ry occurrent , that the whole aittc of g ontment was now 

wholy in their ſubir ion. 


Then was there a veCell filled with water which the 
Archbiſhop ol Rheimes hauing blefſe? . a'l they of theet- 
tie were baptized therein, and the foure thouſar® . But 
befoze all, and abous all, the moſt virtnvusp:incelſe Berea 
was baptiged, not by her auncient name, nt by the name 
ef Mathaburna. And when all the cereranies belonging 
to that moſt bleſedſacrament was finiſhed, Meruine with 
king Chatlemaine 4 his pesres, made a pꝛogreſſe g 
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the realms, converting all to chzMianitie,fo2 not any dur 
gainſtad Meruiu whoſe valare in thoſe parts was almighs 
tilytadozu,ſo as euen to the wals of Brandis, was not leſt a 
bzcathing pagan, Afterthis Meruin returnedagainto Mot. 
ment, where he was godlike receiuedof Mathaburna,;whg 
amongſt oiher of their pziuate coufetences demanded when 
he would eſpouſe her, who returned this anſwer;Lady god. 
deſle, and ruler at my thoughts and wiſhes, J haue made g 
ſolemne oath in the high parliament of heuuen, not to mar⸗ 
ry any creature , till J haue reconquered backe all that 3 
haue ſpoiled from the chziſtians 4 haue ſet at abſolute liber- 
tie againe , the ſoure famous bzethzen and ſonnes to the 
god king Gaultier. My lod (replied ſhe) be all thy decree 
as immoneable as deſteny, and J will attend the effects of 
thy exicemſt defire. Thus wil we leaue them, king Charle. 
maine and the chziftians, t returns to Bertran, Guion , 


IThierrie, and Florion, Gaultiers 4, ſonnes, who as you 


remember, were pziſoners at Damaſcus. 


E 


C HAP. XXX. 


Hoe by meanes of Guida the daughter of Baucamont, 
Bertram and his brothers eſcaped impriſonment. 2 How 
king Bandus daungerouſly aſſailed them, and how they 
maruelouſly defended themſelues. 


Du haue heard in the ſlozie befoze, how the 

foure gallant ſonnes of Gualtier were by 
JE} Meruine, taken and impziſoned in Da- 
A maſcus : now further in the ſame diſcourſe 
Ml be ſaieth , that Baucamont had one faire 
daughter 
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daughter named Guyda, who with a moſt petfite affectiorr 
was inamoured vpon Bertran, and fn2 hig (ate often did re⸗ 
paire to the pꝛiſon, to doe them honout and ſ ernice,makirg 
the dayes of their induraunce like the houres ofa happy te ſti⸗ 
nall, inſoꝛnuch that on a time as the brothers werem conſuls 
tation, they ſ ud one to another, that if they were but well 
armed, they would ſwne haue the caſtell at their commaun- 
dement, and boubted not, but the God of he zuen would fo 
p2atect thein, hat themſelues would mathe themſelnes lozds 
of their owne libertie, and in this they fond noi pollibili⸗ 
tie, ſith the Pꝛinceſſe Guyda ſmiledon them with god foz⸗ 
tune, My loꝛdes ( ſaid Huon ot Burdeax) 3 will tell you 
what my ſoute thinkes ; had I but haife the lone⸗ſicke 
thoughts hanging vpon mg which J know that Pzircefſe 
powzeth into the toſome of Bertran , 82 would the , but as 
pziuatelpconuerſe with me, as J know the ſecretly weepeth 
her loue to him J would in one naturall dap deliner both my 
ſeife and my companions, pet without impeachment of my 
loue, oꝛ touch to her honour, carte was his laſt woꝛd ended 
but Guyda entred inte the chamber, who with a modeſt 
grauity (the cloud of animpatient loue) ſaluted them, and de⸗ 
maunded of theit welfare. Madam ſaid Bertran) my health 
is in the hand of thy mercy : and but thou giue end to my 
ſickeneſſe.there is no creature can pꝛeſerue mefrontaſodaing 
dying. When the heard theſe ſpeeches , with afroſtp blyth 
ofa little: wonder, ſhe anfwered , Pence, repo'e a while, 
and immediatelp you ſhall know, if helpe ba in my power. 
Then ſhe went fo2th and called the Gaoſer vnto her whoſe 
name was Corbun,andintreatedhim to bꝛing vnte her in- 
to an other chamber the Pʒinte Bertran who was alittle 
ficke,thathemight giue phvſicke to his enil!. The not miſs 
truſting Gaoler, with lowe bawev reverence, tolde herzhe 
would perfo2me herpleaſure,and fwzthwith called Bertran, 
telling him he muſt goe to the Pzinceſfe Guyda , who at- 

N tended 
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fendedfo2 him. The verie toy of thoſe woꝛdes made him 
leape and caper thzough the chamber, whileſt Huon with 

like Chew of iollitie followed him. Then ſaide Bertran, 

Huon ſtay here a little till J callthe : Agred ſaid Huon: 

Then went Bertran to Guyda, and intreated that bis friend 
Huon might particpate of his phiſicke, fo2 he is not wel al- 
ſo. Pzince Bertran ( ſatd the Lady) with all my heart, ſo he 
be ſecret,foz feate of daunger. Feare not excellent Madam 
(ſaid he) foz Huon is molt lotall, moſt tanſtant, and moſt re- 
ligous. Then thee commaunded Corbun tobzing Huon 
vnto her. Madam, ſaid Corbun, J dare not, left I bzingthe 
life of king Bandustinqucſfion. Your Ladyſhip is tw bald in 
theſe ralh aduentures,and nurſe miſchiefe in grecing theſc 
ch2iſfians, J fear ſome entl wil ſuccæd this hazarv:wherfo2e 
if zertran returne not inſtantly, 3 willreneale his being to 
the king and your kindzed. Lady and my deere loue (ſaide 
Bertran ) ifnot ke, then J willperfozme thy pleaſure : and 
in ſo ſaping, he dzew nere ko Corbun ; to whom with his 
fift he gaue ſs moztall a blow, that he fell dead to the earth, 
without anie wozd ſpeaking, When Guyda ſalo what ha 
had done, the tare her Zaire, and ſozrowed without weaſare: 
but Bertran embzacing her in his armes, whiſpered ſuch re- 
concilement into her eares, that hce appcaſed her paſſion: 
and they lumbered in/dinine contentment. either from o⸗ 
ther taking the delight of long wiſhing heartes and moſt 
deere was their delightes to all Chaiſtendome: foz in that 
houte he begat on her aſonne, whoſe name wascalled Bar- 
rant, who was father of Dolifern. Mas there neuer creture 
moze cruel oz tyzanmeall ; foz that he leweboth his father 
and his mother, and bzought vpon Chziſtendome lamen- 
table foztunrs.as ron thall ſ& yercafter, But to returne a⸗ 
gainefo Bercran ; who aſſone as he had accompliſhes his 
will vpon Guyda, hee returacd to his bzethzen and ſaide: 
PWzinces,nowe follows mee, il pon will reuenye your ſelucs 
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as well vpon the Pagans,as J haue done vpoi him who in 
theſe walles hath reſtratned vs. At this they all pzeev to 
fellow him: to whom Guyda ſaid, Ay me Lozees, what 
madneſle is in yaur thought: alas what will you do, but o⸗ 
uerthꝛow you ſelues, and my glo2y ? Madam (ſad Huon) 
content your ſelfe, 3 know P2tnce Bertcan ſo «rcevingly 
loucth you, that no foʒtune can dinoꝛte hin from you,ſo you 
will renounce Mahomer, aud become a Ch2:ffran.Lozd 
Huon: ſaid (he)there is nothing J moze dete: but it is paſt 
my capatitie. how our happineſſe thalbe couttiuto Madame 
(aid Huon) 3 haue found out the meane: let vs but haus 
armour and weapons pꝛouided vs and there is not a Pagan 
liuing that ſtali date to denie vs paſſage at out pleaſure. As 
Jam true to m Lozd and · ou ( ſaio ſhe that ſhalbe effected, 
and then Ge bzought them into the caſtle armozie , where 
was warre-like pzouiſion. So they aimed themſelues, and 
deſired Guyda fo condug them into the bed-chamberof king 
Bandus: to which ſhe: conſented, But a certaine vaſſall 
Pagan ouer-hearing them , without tarrying ranne to tho 
kings chamber, wha then was aflape, and beating at the 
doze, cried :Þy Load the king, treaſon, treaſon : and thy 
death, if ſpeedily thou doeſt not abandon thy chamber, the 
Chziſttang are in armes, who fly wy wings of maliceto 
wozke thy deſtinction, 


1 King Bandus hearing this raucen-ſong , roſe vp, and 
calling his Nephew, ſaid we are betrated, let vs fly foz our 
ſuecour.àt this the p ran fozth ofthe chamber, and came into 
garden, where finding a little turret, they mounted into it, 
C thencecried, to armes: and raiſed a mightie alarum, their 
voices ſounded thzough all the pallates. M he chaiſtians en⸗ 
ted into the kings chamber, but couid not find him. Then 
went they from chamber to chamber. ane flew the Pagans, 
with whom they encountted: in bꝛieſe they lewin their ſerch 
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aboue an hundꝛed perſons, and then held? the taſtell at their 
owne diſpoſing. After this they deſcended to the gates, and 
thence ſallying fw2th they v'ere incountred with king Ban. 
dus, who with many bands of appzoned louldiers, gaue 
them a coutagious onſet; bet tweene whom beganne a ſhary, 
learetull aud blo3p battell but the maltitude ofthe va 
gans ſo inumteip uicteaſed, that the ch2ittians were info;ced 
to retite backe into the caſtell which in deſpight ofthe Pa. 
gans they did : then foztifping their gales they aſcended yp, 
onthe malles to defend them ik they ſhould bee aſſaulted, 
which inda de was done moſt vaitantly on cuery part, but 
the chꝛiſtians defences were ſo ſharpe and dꝛeadfull, that the 
Pagans pzeuailed not at all in they2 fury: Now God ofhig 
mercy be their defender , foz their quarrell is iuſt and lay. 


. 
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CHAP. XX XI. 


How Aleruiue after the conqueſt of many citties went 
to Dumaſcus to deliuer the foure brethren. 2 How 
Charlemaine refuſed Mernines company, becaule of 
Hu. 3 Of the great battell betwixt B andus and the 
Chriſtiaus. 


Oone after that, Mermont, and the whole 
53 about it was by M cruin conuertedto 
J dba rel gion: king Charles, the twelue 
pares, together with Meruine, made then 

© expedition into the other countries — 
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thereabout, where they conquered moꝛe then feure Jundzed 
cities and caſtles, bꝛinging all to the knowledge c Chaiſt 
Jeſus. Which dous, they toke ſhippiug to make to; Da- 
maſcus, and Mcruine (aide , Flie ſwiftip yon labuuring 
houces of the day, and v ing me with double ſpæde to Da- 
maſcus, that J may both cout ſſe my errour, and deliner 
fcom hondage mp thzice excellent kinimen,the lonre famaus 
bzethzen,and that lendwned Huou of Burdeaux ſe pere- 
lelſe in his aces ol chiualry. 


2 No ſoner had Charlemaine heard hint name Huon, 
but a mountai ue of dite mpetatuie ſent an ocean of angry 
blond into his fac Ind he ſaid who, is then that monſlious 
traitoʒ Huon, ther ie mu. cercr of my deare ſonne Charlot 
in Tamaſcus to ? enen by my crowne , and ſoule of my de⸗ 
ceaſed father, Jwi4 bathe Joyous my ſwoꝛd in his heart 
blod, Bzother / ſaid Gautier) then will the wo2lvatbea 
villamous tit le to thy glo2zy, becauſe thy ſelfe brat. eff the co- 
nen nt thy ſelfe made. You haue baniſhed him yo cealme, 
and thence he is departe a. To mo he came ſoꝛ teiut, ind to 
me he hath dane thoſe immoꝛtall ſerume e , thetwhileTY 
buathe, J will neuer fozſaire oun. Ee me (£opter (ſalde 
Charles) Gautier, thou haſt euet bene vue uin vitome, 
neither hath thy ſelfe , noz aup of thy line uhu tg 
my pꝛocædings: wherefoze , if J be Charles of France, 
theu ſhalt not long raigne Gautier of Denmarke . vo- 
neraigne ( ſaid N aymes to Charles/why are you thus inigh⸗ 
tily veredꝰ Betwue nie, Huon ia à noble genti man , belg 
wils and valian , whom if he did vou cuil. feꝛgiue hm be- 
cauls it was hono able euill. Buc it pour di pieaſure ſtreſch 
berond mittigation, yet mother it in this pl te becauſt 5/042 
arebour:d ta revenge it no ohe te but in yourown Kd 
andthe. rather, not now,becau'e we are bu the followers of 
Paince Meruine. Naymes (ſa'd Charles) thou addeſi tue ii 
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to my fre, becauſs thou thinkeſt neuer again to returne into 
Fraunce:but it thou doeſt remember, J am Charles, Mer- 
uine halfe angry at theſe auill debates, went about to aps 
peaſe them but finding his labour effectleſſe thzough Char. 
lema nes \vpilſulnefſe.he ſaid : Py loꝛd andempers2.fith mp 
oꝛatoꝛy is ſo Harih in your cares, know that neither toz peu, 
noz fo2 your viſplcaiure wil 3 deũſt 02bzcake offtheenter. 
pꝛiſe 5 haue vndertaken. And then turning about Gaultier, 
{ »ho knew the Empetoꝛzs anger was molt againſt hin in- 
treated Vicruine oace mozeto ſollicite Charles to accompa- 
ny them to Damaſcus:but Meruine by nomeanes woulde 
be perſaded, but raking his colours into bis owne hand, 
marchedaway without mozeſpeaking.Charlemaine on the- 
other part who was highly inraged againſt Duke Naymce, 
any the twelue paeres, becauſe they fozſoke hum to fullowe 
Meruine , departed an other way, vawiag to God and his 
a wa ſoule, to lap waſte andruinous,the flouriſhim country 
of Den marke, vnieſſe Gaultier on his knees came humbly 
to aſke him ſozgtuencfle, and to begge part᷑ on ſoꝛ tt la uing 
the damned murderer or his ſonne: In this agony of high 
diſpleaſure, Charles marched ſo inceſſantly day and night, 
that at length he ariued at Maience, where, in deſpight of 
147050 Gaultier, he began to burne and deſtroy the country:where 
8 we wil leaue him and pꝛoce de with the actes of Meruine, 
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| 3 After the departureof Charles, Meruine mads ſuch 
ecpedition,that in few dapes he ar med in the country adiop⸗ 
ning to Damaſcus, whete he began to conquer andconnert 
the uation tu he came v ithin the ſight of Damas. Jt hapned 
that acertaine cuitier Pagan, who had boheldthe- dædes 
of the Chꝛiſtians, poſted with ail his power to Damaſcus, 
and comming betoze king Bandus, he {aide : My lozd und 
ſoueraigne,toarmes, fo, betoʒe the mozntng Carre thall a- 


gaine be ſæne in the heauens, J adure you, you ſhall 4 bid 
cong 
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ſtrong and feare full battell,a mighlie army ot thechziſtlans 
J haue diſconered, whole lakes and reſolutions ate both 
f9wt and valiant, Mcruine, who lateip hath renonnerd our 
faction, is the fozmolt leader, with him Gaultier, of Den⸗ 
marke, and iiuers others, onely king Charles of Frannce 
is abſent, who (as 4 vnderſtand foz ſome p;tnate diſplea- 
ſurehath abondoned their companies and is returned to his 
obone territoꝛies. Baudus was aſtoniſhedat theſe woꝛds and 
charged the Pagan vpon his lite that he ſpake nothing, but 
what tructh would taftific. y Loze(teplied he if J lie, let 
me die the death to2 further, Montment, and with her al⸗ 
molt 200 other cities are canuerted to chꝛiſtianitie, euen the 
pꝛinceſſe Berca her ſelfe hath teudunced Mahomet, and is 
baptized by the name of Mathaburna. ZUhere then ( ſaid 
King Bandus) is Mermont her father? At Babilon anſwe- 
red the Pagan. This while artiued an other Pagan King 
named Gorbant. who hautngincamped his hoſte in a mea 
dow, ari ued himſelfe at toe pallace at ſuch time as the pagan 
was diſcouering the appꝛoach of the chziſtians. This Gor- 
bant tame to behold Guyda, the t ſtumatið of whoſe beautie 
was renodwmed thꝛough al dũa whom as ſone as Bandus 
law, he lolemnlyreteiued a the moꝛe, becauſe he was known 
foz the moſt abſolute valiant pagan that tht᷑ liued, whoſe age 
then had accompliſht but thirtie: and by big means Bandus 
flattered his hopes with aCured conqueſt. After diuers em⸗ 
bꝛacings ſæming kno! c oftruc ainitie, Bandus declated the 
c<1mng of the chzifliar;s to beliege Damaſcus, 4 with pers 
ſwaſtue arguments intte ted his aid, Aiing dim 11020 
with inur ping againſt Micruin whoſo latcly had reuounced 
their god and Alcheron. Coal his ini reaties Gorbant gaue 
willing eare and conſented, vowing his vttertnoſl indeuors 
fo2 the releaſe of Damas. Al things concluded vpon Ban- 
dus commanded an alaruin thzoughout the cittie, and has 
ging aſſembled his men at armes together, he iſſugd out 
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of the poztes in warre-like maner, and iopning bis troupes 
with the troups ofking Gorbant,made one alme@ impzeg- 
nable are, The Chꝛiſtians this while were on thefozeſide 
ofa great wood tyzough which they ſpeedily paſſed, and oz⸗ 
deted battal'e Gautier loking vpon them, and ſeeing the 
diuerũtie of theic enſignes, he ſatd: Gov God, what ſtrange 
nations are pond that come fo encounter vs? A chziltian 
hearing him made anſwere (fe2he of olde knew the coate 
armour be beheld, my Lo2d pond ſtrange iolious pou ſee,of 
my knowledge briong to king Gorbant: hee whoſe valeur 
and excellent appzouco pꝛoweſſe, hath placed him higher in 
Fames bokes then any Pagan what ſoeuer:whoſe courage 
make dzeadleſſe of men, though he be aſſailed with many 
legions : Is it true ( ſaid Mcruine ) that he is ſo wonver- 
full in the deedes of chiualrie? Nowe to God J make a ſo- 
lemne pꝛoteſtation, that if J can but encounter him, 3 will 
teach him ſuch a bloudy Letanie, that he ſhall willingly be- 
come achziſtian, and bitterly curſe the firſt houre of my na- 
tiuitie : this ſaid they marched fozward , andthe Pagans 
likewiſe : to whom king Gorbant made many o;ations of 
honour vom, and incouragement, d:bafing Meruine, and 
| teuiling, dis backe-turning from his firſt knowne religion; 
| bat thoſerathiings will beate on his owne creſt, and his mind 

| will be chauged if Meruine liue, ant Entrant hold his ver- 
tue. Wihen the armies were readie to toyne: a poung ſquire 

| named Thyerrie, tame vnto Meruine, 4 made humble pe- 
| fition, that fo2 the henour ot his God, he might be the firlt to 
mue the charge in that battaile. Meruine in loue with his 
fozwardnefſe, bade him paſſe on, and be foztunate. At that 
wozd Ihyerrie thzuſt ſpurres to his hoꝛſe, and comming 
euen vats theſace of the Pagans hoſt. he ſaive : What is 
there neuer a Pagan amongſt you, that hath the ſpirite of 
valout io intountet me ( who haue contemtrouſly renoun⸗ 
ted your falle Cod Mahomet, and ſwozne to adoze no _ 
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bat the enerliving Jefns ) oz trie the bzeaking ofa lancein 
his religious quarrel'? Traiteurguoth the Pagan Trou- 
lart, who was nephew to Gaiher ) Behold, tis 3 wiltame 
thee battell , and ſconrge t her foz thine ouer - daring. And 
ſo ſaying, he diſranged himſelfe, and bꝛake his launce vpon 
Thierrie with a gallant ſpirife : but Thierrie did teturne 
him backe ſuch an incounter, that ouerthꝛowing both hozſe 
and man to the ground ide Turke had neuer againe riſen, 
if one of his fellow Sarazens had not flowne in to his reſ⸗ 
tue, who all at once aſſailed Ihierrie with crueltie while he 
defended himſelfe gallantly vntill the Chziſhians came to 
his ſuccour then beganne the battell to be flerce and won⸗ 
derfull . The renowmed Meruine bꝛoaching the haue 
mare Mordant, ranged amongſt the Pagans like an huns 
ner-ffarued wolfe, oz an inraged Lionefſe. Orohes with 
many acts of admriable chinalrie that day ſeconded him. 
There might pe haue heard ſuch clamozs, ſuch nopſe, and 
tempeſkuous outrage, as if the clouds had refigned tothe 
earth a greater power, than the power of their thunder In 
the middeſt of the battell Meruine met with Ihierrie, the 
valiant ſon of Bourchicr, whom foz the valog he expzeſſed 
in the firſt intounter he embꝛated about thenecke , e after 
kiſſing him, gaue him the ſacred oꝛder of knigge hond, ſap- 
ing: Yapfull blome of a happy iſſue, this houre J giteto 
the vertue : which vertue will ceaſe to flouriſh, when as it 
leaucth to exalt the name of Chaiſt Jeſus : and then depar⸗ 
ting from him, 1hicrry th2uft himſelfeamongeſt the Pa⸗ 
gans, where he ſhewed his daleur to be augmented bythe 
honoz he had obtained. Gaultier all this while made great 
laughter of the enemies, being inflamed with a double fu⸗ 
tie: the one ol reuenge foz wꝛongs fozepaſſed, the other of 
deſire to ſee his foure ſonnes, who during this battell were 
in the pallate at Damaſcus , which by the meanes vl Guy- 
Aa, they lately conquered, Guyda,with whom Ir in⸗ 
yed 
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ioyred all the horres of loues contenfment ! and were now 
recreating themſelves vpon the leaves ef the Caſtle, from 
\vhence ther wight diſtiactiy beare the clamoꝛs of the bat⸗ 
teil. Inſomuch, that cating vp his b2others, he ſaide: 
Peintes, what noyſe is this J heate avout the citie 2 Js it 
not like the erting oft wo inuincible armies: Belieue me 
3 cannot alittle wonder; they all admiicd as much, Then 
aſcending vp higher into a heanen- killing turret , whence 
they might meaſ ite the confines of all thecomury adiopn⸗ 


ing they beheld the battell, andknew the cnügnes diſe 


plaped by each party. Then cried out bertran, This day 
ſhall we be reputed ſhephcards , if we conceale our ſelues 
withintheſe walles, whiicſt our countreymen and kinue 
beioze the citie, foꝛ our ſakes maintaine a d adfull battell; 
foʒ ſhame let vs iſſue out, oz fe2ſweare our names, and the 
auntient diſpoſition of our natures. Guyda hearing this, 
wꝛung her hands, and with beteared eies than which there 
tould be no better D2ato2s)beſought Bertran to ſtay; but 
be euct reſolued in honoucable agtons , made anſwerehe 
would quickcly returuc. Bu Guyda from whom all hope 
and reliefe was criled, would not giue ccedit to his woꝛds: 
but with teares of the bittereſt diſpleaſure could be harbo- 
ted in ſo faire amaſton, ſaid he abuſed her: but if Mahound 
were Mahound,ſhe would reuenge herſelfe ot his ſhameful 
departure, Leauing her inthis agonp the p2inces departed 
eaſily out of the gates ofthe taſtie, becauſe the garders ol 
the ſame neither ſaw oꝛ hracd her tozmentings . And when 
they were paſſedby, the Pozters would haue locked the 
gates, but Bertran, whoſe ſpitit was mad de foz his lone 
C uyda, with his ſtwozd dzawne, came to the chicfeſt which 
bare the keyes, and gaue him ſuch an vnrecouerable blow, 
that he fell dead to the earth. Unlaine (ſaid Bertran) the 
dtuell tate thy ſoule, J will be thy Poꝛter whilſt thou ta⸗ 
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him : but his bzethzen, and the valiant Huon, bzonght to 
him ſuch poweriull reſcue, that in leiſe ſpace than an houre 
th y had ſent thirty to ſlepe with their fozefathers . The 
pgans ſ#ing this, fled from their violence. and they mars 
c<d [9 the batte!l ; whither as ſone as they were tome, 
they cried with one voice, Unch21ftned dogges, 'this1s the 
domes dap, and latt of pour glsz1ies ; and then beganne to 
ſhew the vnſpeak:ible wonders ol their high valours, with 
ſuch adnurabie de des of armes, that the Pagans knew 
them as well by ther chiual ie, as it their faces had bin ba⸗ 
red. Now hat they diſperſed the battell, and the Darazeng 
beganne to turne their backes: inſomuch that the poung 
Pꝛintes beheld and knew their father Cautier; towhom 
they came, and falling on their faces, adozed him as theyz 
earth - god, and ſecond meane ok creation. Mhen Gauri- 
er ſaw his ſonnes, his vnſpeakable iop would not let him 
ſpeake, onely ulence was his beſt enbaſſadour of botindleg 
contentment, Wihen Huon ſaw this cquall contention of 
Natures puteſt ſuue, he bꝛake theirpaſions with theſe 
woꝛds: Hy loꝛds. bamtſh theſe low ſalutes, and 
th:nke on theſe devorres. To armes the pas 
a1a3cric,their deaths m iſt be ont glo⸗ 
rie s: that done, we hall haue 
timt to di ſcourſe af paſs 
ſed foꝛtunes. 
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CHAP. XXXII. 

1 How the Pagans were ouerthrowne , and the Chri- 
ſtians went and conuerted Damaſcus. 2 How Mer. 
wine went after to Babilon, where Mermont and the 
other Pagans for feare othim,fained to receiue bap- 
tiſme. 3 Then how he went to Mequa and leruſa- 
lem, and conuerted them to Chriſtianitie. 


— this ſperch of Huons, the foure bzethzen 
; D departed from their father, and thzuft them» 

SE ſelucs into the battell : leauing vndying Re- 

= | giſters oftheir euer-lining renowne : Pet in 
<A) the heat of the conflict there was a pagancal- 

led dGryffoy, of wonderfull great valout, and wszthie ene- 
ry way, except foz that way, which ould gonerne all 
wapes. all the exquiſite titles of a compleat men at armes. 
This Pagan well taught by pzofe the greatneſſe of the 
Chziſtians ſpirttes , with a battle-axe which he bzandi- 
ſhed in his hand, he ſtroke a Cb ziſtian, called Adrian, ſo 
mighty a blow, that he chined him to the bꝛeaſt: and after 
him, another, and an other, till he had laid ten b2eathlefſe 
vader him. Bertran giuing aime to this laughter, grew ſo 
impatient to behold his countrymens effuſions , that turn⸗ 
ing his woꝛd aloft, he came and aſſaulted Gryffoy with ſo 
mighty a ſtroke croſſe the helme , that cu: ing away his 
plume he entred moze than an inch into bisbeuer:and with 
the blow ſo aſtoniſhed the pagan, that at that inſtant he had 
cut of his head, i an ini nit ©:nmber of pagans had not in⸗ 
utroned 


£5 


: 

* 

\ 
E—— 


197 
che hiſtorie of Meruine. 


nironed him, and aſſalled Bertran with numberles blows, 

and deſperate teſolutions:inſomuch that they fozced him to 

recoile to; his ſafety, Then tame Huon, and diuers other 

cdeiſtians, ho retaind Bertran, and that in a lucky houre: 

fo2 then was the bat tell moſt ſharpe and doubtfull : there 

might you haue ſaene many knights on enery ſide ouertur- 

ned, hoꝛſes wounded, and men at their wittes end: ſome 

flying, ſome dying, and ſome amazed. The gentle knight 

Meruine, this while on the other ſide of the fteld , appzo⸗ 

ued his valour te be ſtrange and vnreſiftable : fez he loſt 

not a blow, in which death had no intere ſt:ſo reſolute were 

his pꝛoca dings, that now the pagans were at the conclu⸗ 

ſion of their glo;ies , and had beene wholy diſcom ted, af 

the valtant king Gorbaut, in that veip boure. hab not arts 

bed with anartmte , which by the eyes account cauld not be 

uſſe than a hundꝛed thauſand: king Gorbant matched be⸗ 
fozr his army. mounted vpon the beaſt Montchaaut, which 
was b alued befozc all the hozies in Paine : andliketo 
lightning gane a charge vpon our Chziſtians, bzcaking 
thetrrankes, and diſperſing ther battels, ſo as in leſſe then 
an houte the chꝛiſſians had almoſt loſt the hope oftheir gad 
foztunes. foz Gorbant ere he bꝛake his launce, b2akc the 
neckes of vy Chꝛiſttans: and with the ſkcange valour be 
was adoznes, ſo gallantip behaued himſelic , that the com⸗ 
monſ{o2t of Chattians were not able to indute hm, but 
beganae to fie . But Meruine athamed te ſa their diſho⸗ 
nours, demaunde da reaſon to2 their flight. Zo whom one 
of them, whoſenzme was Vincent, made anſwere By 
Lozd, there ia newly arrwed ſeine God o diuell in the ha⸗ 
biteof a Pagan, whoſe fozce is ſo vnteſiſtable, and his 
blowes ſo huge and inſuppoꝛtable, that fran his handes 
iueth nothing but out deaths and deſtructions. J p2ay 
the ſaid Meruine, with all ſperd conduct me to the partie. 
Not fog a kingdome my Lozd (ſaid Vincent) foz he is _ 
er 
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gether inuincible,and mine eies ſhall dit if they behold him. 
At theſe woꝛds Meruine would not ftay , but thzuſt him 
ſel: c amougſt the Pagans to finde out Gorbant, who wag 
then in the pꝛealſe, and had newly incountered with knight 
Drohes, whom he beheld reſpcauuely , and the rather, foz 
the beauty of the gallant ted Marcheuall, ſo that he ſaive 
vnto him: Bop, deſcend from that wozthy hozſe whereen 
thou art mounted, leſt while J chaſtice thy folly, 3 wound 
the hoꝛſe, with whoſe tomel neſſe Jam highly delighted. 
Drohes hearing himiſelle ſo baſelp intitled, with a teuenge⸗ 
kull furie iopned himlelfe to the Pagan, and ſtrucke him 
thwart the helme with all the prillance he wag able, pet 
made the Pagan moue no moꝛe than anoake o a moun⸗ 
taine: in rcquitail whereof Corbant repayed him ſo hea⸗ 
u an intereſt, that t he blow ſlipping from his becuer, deſ⸗ 
tt nded vpon the hoꝛſe, and cut his head from his ſhouldery 
ſo that the god keaſt Marcheuall fell vnto the ground in a 
moment Drohes moꝛe aſtoniſhed with wonder than with 
feare, lightly raiſed himſelfe agatae , e dꝛawing his ſweꝛd, 
ſaid: O God, this pagan is vadoubtedly ſtrong, who hath 
ſlaine my hezſe;but it J die vnreuenged, let my knighthwy 
koꝛſake me. This ſaid,heranne againſt the Pagan, led by 
a tempeſtuous tury , but was pꝛeuented foz ſtriking , by 
meanesof Monthaut » who with the thur. ering nopſe of 
the hoꝛſes fat, came running thither : and alſo at the ſame 
time came Gaultier, and ſundꝛp other Chziſtians, who 
with all their powers affailed Gorbant , which with ſo ex, 
tellent reſolution defended htmſelfe, that the ſtowteſt ſtrai⸗ 
ned curteſie to appꝛoach him: pet notwithſtanding in that 
time Drohes had ſo gallantiy bo2ne humſelfe, that he had 
now recouered another moſt famous hozſe,.bpon which be- 
ing mounted, he came to aſſatle Corbant, that enen then 
had bzought to the ground all that incountreahim, giuing 
kuch vigour vnto the dead ſpirites of the Pagans, 22 the 
allt s 


* o 199 - 
the hiſtorie of Meruine, 


chꝛiſt ans were almoft amazedlp vanquicht. During this 
homage, Meruine was on the other five of the field,wbere 
he appꝛoued his dinire cxcelencieofv.ilour vpon king Ban- 
dus and his army: whoſe numbers being numberles. ſtroke 
the beholders into admication:whereas alas thechziffiang 
were but rxv. thouſand at the beginning, and now but ij. 
thoaſand at the couclufton At which Meruin grieued not 
alitle, vs ving neuer fo returnezif either he got not a crown 
foz victo2p, 02 a tomb foz buxiall. Then doubling ſtrength 
vpon ſtcength , he ſo lion- like ranged among his enemies, 
that euen as the coꝛne befoze the ſhearers ſickle, lo fell the 
pagans one vpon an other, dead and diſcomfited ; not to 
dwell long in this diſcourſe , ſo tminoztall was his valour 
that the pagans were halfe dead with the aſteniſh ment of 
this glezy. | 
In the end, as he ranged ts and fro, be arrinedia the 
place where Marcheua!l lay ſlaine: which wzen he ſaws, 
and knowing him both by dis largenes aud beantp, he ems 
mebiatelp imagied Drohes had there wꝛitten the laſt end 
or his lifes Legend, ſo that not able to ſuppꝛeſſe ſozrowe 
growne in his bzeaſt , Giant-like almigh:te he cried out, 
alas. alas, art thau gone my loue, art thou dead my cham⸗ 
pion: bemylifecaried, andheere vanith the pꝛaiſe ol my 
knighth vo, if I tpy2ant-like teuenge not this münmte vas 
happineſſe, This leid, like vnto a peale of thuader, oz to a 
ſtoꝛmp tempeſt in the midveit of Ainter he ranne anions 
geſt the Pagans , enen from one (ide ot the field vnto the 
other, a ad where he eſpicd the greateſt number, thither 
flew his greateſt furie, te which he diſpecſed, ſo like vn⸗ 
to a foʒſaken flocke, that being at their wittes end, they 
knew not which way to turne them. In the higheſt of 
this lurmoile, Meruine eſpied Bertran to be diſinounted 
from his hoꝛſe, who being on fote, maintained amoze then 
nightly coibate agaialt Gryttoy , and an zunozed other 
Pagans, 
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Pagans, fo whom alofebe. hallowedthis entov race nt, 
Beauty of thy fathers houſe, this da? thallv* the e goncgg 
feſtiuall. Takerourage, take conrage faire Y2mce ; foz the 
Pagans flie viſt:aught and vanquiſhed. Theſe cozdiall 
ſpeches ſq huely vtteted in pred Bertrau vaith ſuch new 
ſpicttes, that bearing himſelte agataſt a dag m, he ſtroke 
hoꝛſe and man dead to the ground without word ſpeaking. 
The next to him he likewiſe diſmounted. and arreſting hig 
hoꝛſe leayt into the ſaddle,effecting wonders in the pagang 
deſtcuctions , who like kids from the wolfe canue feare full 
at the ſight of Meruine, ſecking by running, the ſtaine of 
Honour, to ſaue that wotch ſhould maintaine honoz. Mer- 
uine, like hunſclfe paſſed from ranche torancke, and neuer 
ſtaied till he met with king Bandus : to whom he gane a 
blow, that he cleft his ſhield to his fiſt , and made it fall to 
the ground: which the king fearefull to recouer (death be⸗ 
ing a greater feare)betoke himſelfe to flight alſo. Pꝛincely 
Meruinepaſled along, to find ont Gorbant (the onelp ex⸗ 
tellent amonaſt his enemies) vowing vpon him to lay the 
burthen of his wzath. Ind as he was ſearching he incoun⸗ 
tred Thicrry the ſonne of Bouchier: vnto whom he ſatd, 
Faire pong knight, knowſt thou if neare hercabout,be that 
famous pagan, who this day had beene our vengeance and 
halfe deſtcuction. O, ik thou canſt, ſhew him me and make 
me happy, Follow me , ſaid Thierric, and then they went 
together, making Death their ſcruant ſmothe their way 
to the place where Gorbant was, who had that dap bane 
the ruine of the Chziſtians . No ſaner was Mcruines eies 
kaſtned vpon him but bopling with rage, he thzuf& fozward 
to ſtrike him: but the Pagan turning himſelfe from the 
blowlike the falling of a mountaine, it fell vpon the gentle 
knight Thierric ( whoſe ouer hatte valoar bare himtwirt 
them.) with ſuch and ſo great in'oztunacie , that it ouer⸗ 
thzew the man, pea and claue the hozſe into two pieces f 
whit 
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which to Meruine as no ſmall giicte who grew madde 
to teuenge his owne mu doing: but Gorbant bythat wit- 
neſſe, knowing his pit tuelle omnipateacte , and ſæ ing his 
army fie froin yum on enery five , thꝛuſt his ſpurs agaiaſt 
the ſides of MV onthaut,andin a moment was fled from the 
pꝛeſence of Meruine, who all alone (072 wondzing at his 
flight. and his own miſchances. The pagan made his flight 
towardes Zamiſcus, his burning heart deſirous to haue 
polieſſion e: the beantifull Guyda, in whom he had placed 
all his zfFeqion , whom hee ainaing , after inany embzas 
tes, be mounted her on his hoꝛ e. and bare her to his ſhips, 
Guyda not r:pelling much his infozcements, becauſe as 
then ſhe was offended with Bertran , both becauſe he had 
moſt vnkindly left yer, and was alſo one of the ſonnes that 
had ſlaine her father and the reſt of her ropall kinred. Thus 
fled king Gorbant, who met with Bandus, Gryttoy,Gri- 
ſoner , and with ten thouſand Pagans, all which, to ſaue 
their liues, were fled to the (ea ive, vnto whom Gorbant 
cried, Away pzinces, away, foz he that is tardy in flight, 
tall be firſt and ſwifteſt in his death. At this ſpeach, feare 
lent wings to their heels, and they al tmbarking theſelues, 
gane theu ſafeties to the mercy ofthe ſea. Thoſe which re ⸗ 
maine d behind, the Chꝛiſtians put to the ſwo2d. Wihen the 
chaſe was finiſhed , our Ch: ſtian Pʒinces went to wardes 
Damalcus to aſſault it but the Citizens iuing from the 
p02tes , bꝛougght the keyes, and with ſubmiſſion deuucred 
them to theit mercics, ſo that Mcruine, Gautier, ano the 
reft of the Chziſtians entted who by means of that battell 
were nat abone 200. After they had tepaſed themſelues a 
while, Gautier called vnto him his foure ſonnes, and ſaid: 
P2tirices, know pou to whom tbe offerings ofponr honour 
is due, 02 who it is that fromthe dapes of your vuhappi⸗ 
m ſſe hath reſto2od you? beholde it is this pzinceiy and he⸗ 
toike Meruine, the ſonne of eur renowmed vnckle duke 
D Oger, 
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Oger, and then he diſcourſed at large to them the wonder 

of his pꝛoweſle, the taking of Charles, the ouerthzow of 

the twelne peres,and al their impꝛiſonments. To be ſhozr, 

be ran thꝛough all the chzonicle of Meruines heroicall aci⸗ 

ens, and how Charles diſcontentedip was returned inte 

France foz the hate ofHuon. Huon hearing that wozd,ag 

rackt with his owne info2tune,he laid: O God, when ſhal 

the boure come fo bind me in perfit peace with that famong 

emperoꝛ: Huon hauing thus ſaid, he, Gautier, & the fonre 

« bꝛethꝛen did honoꝛ to Meruine, who returned them pzaiſe 

/ foz pꝛatſe, thanks fe2 thanks, vowmg to aide them againſt 

J their enemies. Thus was the top vnſpeakeable among the 

Chaiſttang. making houres like minutes vaniſh by they; 

pleaſures. Next mozRing, Meruine cauſed all thecitizens 

of | of Damaſcus to be chziſtned, and whoſs refaſed, to be put 

| to the ſwoꝛd. This dane, he tauſed all the countrep adiopn⸗ 

ing, to come in, and be baptized: whereto allt he nobles ac⸗ 

coꝛded. Cheſe things finiſhed, Meruine called! lorion, and 

ſaid : Coſin, foz thybeauties ſake, J gtue the this cittie of 

Damaſcus, and the whole realme about it, accept it kindly, 

as J giue it willingly: and then he made all the nobles and 

citizens ſweare homage and fealtie to his Crowne. and foz 

a gard to his perſon, left him thoſe, 200. Chꝛiſtians, which 

the woꝛd had pzeſerued, muſtering fo2 himſelſe out ol the 

citie and country two thouſand that hardly befoze had bozn 
armes. 


Pre „ e 


2 Aller that nights repaſt in the citte, Meruine, Gau- 
tier, and the other pꝛintes departed from Damaſcus , and 
marched to a village two leagues from Babilon, where re⸗ 
mained Mermont. Gaudiſſe, who by many intelligences 
ane w al the famous deeds of Meruin, and how he was than 
come to beſiegs them, of which they ſtod in feare, called a 
connſell together, where they diſputed what way 9 
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foz their ſafeties: Pꝛinces ſatd Mermont, our arguments 
mult be bꝛie fe, and our reſolut ions ſper dy, ſoʒ otherwiſe we 
ſhall loſe our inherifances with our diſputat ions, and aur 
lines by flouthfulnes, foz well we know Meruine is wiſe 
andinuincible ; foz my owne part, te mee hee div the grea⸗ 
teſt indignit y, though J were the firſt that made mountai⸗ 
nous his honoz, foz he hath ſlaine my men, baptized mx 
daughter, pea, and will eſpouſe her, if heauens pꝛeuent nat 
my diſgraces : pet ſo J know him repleniſhed with true 
foztitude, that it is impoſſible to withſtand him, if treaſon 
be not an agent ok our delluer. Tis true qd Gotbam,who 
was newly ariued in that city, it behmues vs to ſearch out 
any mean foz the reſtitution oł our God and religion The 
meane qd Mermont, J haue already inuented, and we wil 
all be reuenged ſo, that babes bnbo2zne ſhall ſpeake of his 
miſe rie, and this it is: we will all hang fozth the enſignes 
of peace, and ſabmifſtuely yeld to his plea ſure , beo at his 
feet, and flatter him with fained obedience: we wil conclude 
againft our religion and take vpen vs that they call Chzt- 
ſtianitie: and that he map the lefſe miſtruſt vs, ſhalbe pꝛo⸗ 
claimed thzough the city, ourconuerſion : what will of this 
inſue ſhalbe his rume. The pagans applauded this reſoluti⸗ 
on, ſo they aroſe, and hauing effected what they would, 
tok the keys of the city, and marched fozth with great top 
towards Meruine, who ſo ſone as he ſawe Mermont and 
thother, he turned to Gantier and ſaid: Behold with what 
ley the pagans appꝛoch vs, beating intyey; hanes witneſs 
ſes ol peace ; How bleſſed is this ccaqurſt that is without 
effuſion, and how glad am JI they are ſo eaſily conuerted? 
Alas his innocency thought not of the treaſon they had in⸗ 
nented. By this they were come eyther to other, whllelk 
the Pagans falling vpon their knees belaze Meruine ttied, 
Welcome, O ten times happily welcome is Meruine, the 


ſonne ot inuincible Oger into this country. Then beſpake 
D 2 Mer- 
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Mermont : Theumoſt wiſe. moſt ffrong , and valiant 
Pꝛintce, liuing in this oz the ummoztali wozld; beholde, we 
fail downe bef oze ther, read to teteiue and acknowledge 
thy law and rel igion eucry one moſt de ſrous of that cele⸗ 
ſtiall happinelle, who already haue renounted Iupiter, A- 
pollo, aud Mahomet, vnder wh e ſhadows we haue bin 
miſerably conducted. When Meruine heard theſe wozds, 
he was ioyfullp coi tented 4 moze than at any timebefoze 
he had bin, thinking that came from ſincerity, which indeed 
was nothing but treachery : wherefoze imbzacing eneric 
ſcueralilp2ince in his armes,ſenerally he ſatd to Mermont: 
neuer did yo ur Yighnes your ſelte ſo glozious reputation, 
as in belieuing in the immoztall God (immaculate Cy2ift 
Icſus. And th you baue mode mc the biefſed wozkeman 
of this high dignit ie, hencefo2th, as J haue ener bin holde 
me fo2 your owne knight and true ſubie c. Man other ces 
remomes was betweene them: and then they marched on 
to Babtlon, whoſe walls were repleate with wy,friuwphs, 
and vanquetting. L hen was a ſolempne feſtnall held and 
the Temples moſt ſump!/noufly adoznev. Chen was Mer- 
mont and all the other pagan Atugs baptized, who vawil- 
unoly went willingly to the ſacrament , comfozted onely 
with treaſon and falſeinfidelitic, 


hen al the kings and citizens in Babilen were bap- 
tized, Meruine went thence to M qua, where in an hourts 
ſpace he cauled all thecountry to be bapt zed. UWhich done, 
be went to Jeruſalim, where eaſily he actoꝛded all the citi⸗ 
zens: 702 albeit they were conquered, pet they had not foz- 
ſaken ch. ſtiam relgion enly doubt full at the ſitſt. not kno⸗ 
wing Meruins conuerſion they famed to adoze Mahomet, 
but knowing his will, they ſone caſt away that baſe belæ⸗ 
ning. T heſe things thus effected, the gentle Meruine te⸗ 
turned to Eabilon, © made all the conntry bozdering ooo 
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about bezome Chziffians : and whatſoeaer befo2e time he 
hadgraftedn hell, (king paganiſme: fo} top wherear the 
Chaiſtians made mau holy daies, An ging hynmes in his 
honour, pꝛoteſting him to be the renowmedll that ere was 
bozne of a mother. But on the coatrary part, Mermont 
lay wozking his inagtnations; how to woꝛke ver. geance 
on him whom the heanens ſo exceedingly loued, 


CHAP. XXXIII. 


How by treaſon Mermont brought Meruine to Miner. 
2 How Gautier after the departure of Meruine went 
with al his army to Montment,where he found Aa- 
thaburna, to whom he tolde how her father was be- 
come a chriſtian. 3 How Mermont ſpake to Bator 
to imptiſon Mer wine. 


T hapned after Caſter, that on a certain day 
king Mermont teſolued to wozke miſchiefe 
I 75; on Meruin: and calling him to him, to bimd⸗ 
8 fold his eyes, he ſaid Sonne, it is not vn⸗ 
* he, knowne to me thaffeaions twirt thee e my 
daughter, the which is an vſuall ioy to my imaginations : 
D 3 wherefozs 
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wherefoze ſith no better god can mate better my happines, 
I beſecch ther let ine know the day of thy eſpouſalls, a day, 
than which nothing is moze dellred My ſoueraigne king, 
ſaid Meruine, let the day be at your {Fighnes diſpoüng: 
and if it ſo ſæme pleaſing, let vs to moʒrow rather than to 
day paſſe to that deſired coniunction. UUitiingly (qo Mer- 
vine : pct befoze, of neteſlitie we muſt go to Minor vnts 
the Queene my fiſter whom bya ſolemne oath J haue gt- 
uen allutante that J wiil my ſelfe in perſon come to imute 
her ta theſe goꝛgeous nuptialls, becauſe my daughter hath 
euer bin moſt deate in her regarde and effimation : as foz 
pour army, that way a. Gautier conduct befoze to Pont- 
ment, and take o2der loꝛ all pzeparation wozthy in fo great 
a ſolemntty. Mell hath pour ate ſtie ſaid ( quoth Mer- 
uine ) let cuery thing be ſo diſpoſed, and in the mozning 
they and we will take our ſeuerall iournies. N illingly ad 
Mermont, imagining with himſelte to bzing Meruin ts a 
place whence he ſhould neuer be reſteꝛed. After this Mer 
uine called Gautier, to whom he fold his reſolutions, in- 
treating him to conuep his army to Pontment, his ſoule 
to his Ladie and Miſtris, and his happiaeſle into her bo⸗ 
ſome, Gautier at the firſt ſtode amazed, and beſought him 
not to bee to much to truſty : ard Drohes tolde him hee 
was luſpitious ot ſome euill, vnder this extreame familia⸗ 
ritie. Eut Meruine, who adiudged cuery thought by his 
owe thinking, perſwaded them otherwiſe, inſomuch that 
Gautier, his wife, his ſons, Huon and Drohes , together 
with the army, imbarked themſelues leꝛ Montment: and 
Mermont, Meruine, anda troup of traiterous confederats 
likewiſe tok ſhipping foz Þtnoz, Fo2tune being fo fauou- 
rable to miſchante, that in ſhozt time they came to their wi⸗ 
hed landing. 


Then mounting vpon their hozſes, they tok "_ 
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that led to the city, in which we will leaue them and return 
to Gautier, and the other chaiſtians, who doubtfall of the 
miſchit ſes that followed, made ſuch haſte, both by land and 
ſea in their tonrney , that in ſhozt time thep tame to Mont ⸗ 
ment, where they found the miracle of Aature Mathabur- 
na, whorelopcedat theircomming , But when her eyes 
were not halowed with the ſight of Mcruine , her top con- 
-verted to fearcs , a«d the dernanded of Gautier, where hir 
loue , her lite and ſubſtance remained: fozthwith Gautier 
repozted how her royall father was baptized, and conſented 
to her eſpouſalls: to which end, he and Mcruine were gone 
fo $91no2 , io fetch her aunt to be a gloꝛp to the feſtiuall., 
When Mathaburna heard this, that her father was bap 
tized, ſhe pzaiſed God: but in that he had carried her lous to 
$1no2. thence ifued doubts, feare and ſuſpitions : and wo 
is me, it was not without ſtrong reaſon, foz the place was 
dꝛeadful and imp2egnable, the deſcription wherof follows, 
as is (ct done in ſtezies Mino as antient Chꝛonicles do 
teſtike, from whence this hiſtozie is deriued,is very ſtrong⸗ 
ly ſituate: It hath at the foure cozners foure moſt high 
rockes oꝛ pzomontozics , of which, one excedeth all the o⸗ 
ther in height andhageneſſe , from whence veſcendeth a 
mightie riucr named Ozbe, moſt wonderfull depe,rough, 
and contageons , it is guarded vpon each ſive with a cou⸗ 
ple of rockes , betweene which enery one muſt paſſe-to the 
atic, by a narrow way but ſiue tote in bzeadth at the ex⸗ 
frean: it , neither is there any way ſane that onely : the hi⸗ 
icy ſatth,that in the time of king Pharao, theſe rocks and 
this riuer were made by Magie art, and this city named 
Minoz founded as a thing unpꝛegnable: foz it hath befoze 
the entraunce foure poꝛts 02 paſſages ffrongly garded, the 
firffis Auſter, and it hath a Pagan named Auroute, fell g i 
powerfull continuallp to defend and kerpe it. Oueragainſt 14 
it is an other of the ſame ſtrength. defendedby ene euen as 
WO 4 _ frong 
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frong and ſufficient. The third is of a moꝛe t errible ſa⸗ 
ſhion than theſe : foz the gates are of pzon, and next it a to⸗ 
wer, whoſe height ſms fo touch the heauens , After ene 
hath padrd that gate, whoſe name is Tombare : thy en⸗ 
tet into Pinoꝛ. a beautifull citie, waſhed vpon euer p lite 
with the riner Ozbe. Mermont and Meruine, by this 
time were paſſed thꝛough the firſt pozt , who was much a⸗ 
bathed to behold ſo ſtrange a paſſage, and ſuch woꝛkes of 
wondecfull reüſtance demanding diners queſtions of their 
hugencſle: in the end {hep intountred with Auroufe , who 
knowing Mcrmonr tnce the bzinging of his ſiſter into 
thoſe parts. let him paſſe in peace, and Mcruin alſo, Thence 
they came tothe ſecond gate called Baucair: which when 
Meruine ſaw, be demaunded what diuell ot dine liſh wates 
that was, and when they ſhould come to the city; Fatre ſon 
(qd Mermonr vou are abaſhed at thele entrances: pet be 

content, and we ſhall eaſily oncrpaſſe them. Then they 
went fill they came to Te mbar the laſt pozt, whoſe ghaſt⸗ 
ly pꝛopoztion mide Meruinc wonder mo2e than befvze ; 
and deniaunded what fury of hell had eralted that Tower 
to thzeaten heauen, (ure it mult needs fall, it cannot long 
indvre. Pet (ſaw Meruine foz that the maſonary ts both 
ſtrong ano exquiſtte: and the rockes of each ive as ſuppozs 

ters do matuntatne it. By my ſoule ſato Meruine this 18 a 
vilatnons ſituation : foz J ſ& not any war ro iſſue o2 enter 
but this only. is true d Mcrmont, either is there a- 
ny creatute whatſoeuer, tbat enteis wit hin this poztcullis, 

that can re paſſe without the leaue of king Butor, oꝛ Gaia- 

my his ſiſter. This ſaid, they came to the pꝛon gate, tho⸗ 

row which they paſſed, al the pozters doing them great res 

uetence. Thus tatre hauing go e, ther came into the fats 

reſt and honourable city : which to hehold, Meruine migh⸗ 

tu relopced,becaulſe till then he went in woꝛſe than ſtarre- 

light. A certaine pagan went befoze to king Butor, telling 
bim 
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him the appzoch of Mermonr, wherefoze he aroſe ts go met 
dim, but his ſon Marant would not but withdzawing him⸗ 
ſelfe into a pziuate chamber,ſat muſing what occafion ſhould 
dzawe thither his vntle one while he thought he was come 
to take vengeance vpon him foz the treaſon he hadcommit- 
ted againſt Meruine at Pontment:foz which Drohes had 
flaine Calix in combat,as was befoze w2itten:other-whiles 
he did imagine other occurrentes:but the traitoꝛ Mermonr, 
as faiſe as himſelte was faultte, hadde not one thought ſa 
nere a kinne to honeſtie foz only his comming wes to doe 
endamagement to M1 cruine, becauſe he adozed the true god, 
and renounced theirfalſe pꝛophet Mahomet, 
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Noi was Mermont come into the court euen to the 
kings pallace, where he found Butor and diuers of his 
Barons that were come foʒth to grate him. ingip was their 
encounter on both fires. and much tere montous the large 
neſſe of their attompliſhinge. Then came the qutene, be- 
ingſſiſter to Mermonr, betwerne whom were ſtraite 4 date 
embzaces: with her was alſo her daughter, one o! beauties 
beſt ſupetlatiues named Singlay : to her was Mermont 
kinde and full of obſecuance. Gratulations fimthed, to the 
teſt monie of welcome, entted, and the pallace rung with 
clamouts of delightes and contentment. Supper by this 
time was readtc and ropally ſerued. where fil bowles aud 
rich atcates adoꝛned entertuinement M hen ſupper was ens 
ded and muſicke came in and the gallantes ot the court bes 
toke them to dannſing, amongelt them Meruine taking 
Singlay, daunſed with her a ately meaſure oming which 
heauenly motion. Mermont, Butor, and the guene, heli a 
folempne(though damnadſe counſell, about the xu ne ot the 
euer to he regarded Meruine, Mermout auowing the ocs 
caſion of his comming, to be foz nothing but to behelde his 


vtter deſtruction:and thence he dilated his banging vp, and 
aduentures, 
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a duentnres, his conqut ſtes, triumphes : and latly, his 
backll ding lid Mahomet, whom befoze he had adozd, with- 
al atfumung his valtance ſo bound les, and not to he reſiſted, 
that he would ſone ſubuert the whole eſtate of their teugi⸗ 
on. Theretoꝛe god king and my bꝛothet. ſaid Mermontj it 
not behoueth (to whom Mabomet hath giuen power of ton⸗ 
trolement) to impꝛiſon him and ka pe him ſafe from further 
9 defacing ok his templ s. But if by ante maanes he wil again 
be connerted to our faction 5 then aſlure thee, ſo ſtrange ts 
his reſolutton, that we ſhall be monarches both of Frannce 
and all Chꝛiſtendome, with moſt eafle aduentures. All this 
while Meruin was dauncing witheut thought of infidilitfe; 
courting moſt honourable the beeutiinl! Sipglay, whoſe 
heart wiihhis excellencte was euen then made a receptacle 
. of loues bzighteſt fire, and ſhe was inſlame d with his lene: 
| ſo much pꝛeuailed the gift Galliana hap gine him at his fiſt 
| bearing Thus we will teaue to ſpeake of them, and purſue 
the diſcour it ot Mermont and Butor. 


CHAP, XX XIIII. 
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1 Huon Aferuin was moſt traiterouſly impriſoned, and 
the deſcription therof. 2. How by rhe perſuaſion of 
Mermont. Butor went with 100000, Pagans to Mont» 
ment, 3. Hou mea aduertiſed Gautier and the other 
Chriſti ans. 

N Hen Butor ha d vnderſtode the vtter malt of 
e/ewpry Mcrmonts intreaties, bee replied, my dart 
ws V A b:other touching the actions of this vaſſall.be 
* Mr you as guardleſſe,as J am feareleſſe ; foz this 

night when he is laide to his reſt, 4 n— 
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chall ſummon ſleep vpon his ete-lids, with a band of men he 
ſhalbe ſtrongly aſlailed, bound and conneied into a care · ko- 
pam dungeon, which ſometime was founded by a toniuret 
dime l l, and diuels commander name d Mutafier, where he re- 
mained 200. prates as J haue heard credibly repoztod, be- 
taule he ſought to ſupplant the wiſe Merline, and ftame the 
world to his one liking, into this vaſt place of miſery faz 
vengeance Merlin damned him: in which there is nothing 
but ho2ro2, feare and deſolation, the botomteſſe riuer Orbe 
making his current onerthe roufe of the wofull manſion:tn- 
to this,if once the vaTailcome, there is no redemption, nc; 
hath any creature power of deliuer ãce:ſoʒ ſo Mcrlininchans 
ted it, who bound the dineliſh Mutafier beyond the power 
of all other conturation: till ſuch time, that by blondp vow, 
and execrable pꝛoteſtation he ſware euer to beat his he ſt and 
commandement,not daring to wꝛong body oz ſoule, wit hont 
his authoꝛit ie. And then was Mucahergnlarged,andeuer a 
tet made free from that dungeon. Into this place all this 
Meruine be conueyped } neither will J reft till J (or it fullie 
bzought to paſſe and finiched after all renels were enved, 
tozches wer bꝛought lo cõuep the pztnces totheir lodgings: 
ſo enerp one ſeucrally departed;and Meruine was bzvught 
info a moà ſumptuous chamber . where after he was laid, 
and had lockt vp his ete-lids with a ſwete ſluinber, thir'ie 
Darazens entred his looging, and armed not ſo much with 
tourage, as the ſlæp.death · like ſpꝛinkled vpon bim, at once 
aſſailed hun, and bound hun hand and fot , and blindfolded 
his eies. At which A/ eruin awaking was mightily amazed, 
but not knowing any reme die, was patient fozctbly, Then 
began the vaſals of ſhame to remile him, ſaying: Traptout 
thou ſhalt curſe the time that euer thoatendũced Mahomet, 
92 bathed thy (202d in the blod of a pagan:ſoʒ hence ſpzings 
thy ruine, and their relieuerie. Then came Butor, who 
cauſed him to bee taſt into the ſoze-mentioned Dungeon, 


where 
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wherehe was c<av4ed by the handes and "_— receiued 
his iudgemẽt, that he ſhould neuer be fre frem that calami, 
tie, tilt de renounced the ete rnall God of the Chailtians, Ls 
which he made anſwere : Tatitourg and no kings n God 
null J never fazſake fen alſlia ion: eit ex hal my lite indure 
to thinke weariſome theſe toꝛ ments which J indate foz my 
Sauiour,whoſe lone J wul net leaue fo all the woꝛlds tri⸗ 
umphs, my ſoule being deare foz theſe deare oppzeſſiong. 
At this Butor departed , leauing Mcruine accompanied 
with none but ſoꝛtowe onely, with whome her con(o24ed the 
ſpace of fue poeres in extreame maiſerie, Poly was the gift 
giuen by Gratiana at his birth fully accomplithed, and hee 
pent in that pziſon where teares were pittileſſe though ince(- 
ſant:after many bemonings he made his payers vn o God, 
t beſought him to haue mercy on bis afflitions. T hen came 
the deuill Mautafier, and tranſſozming himlſelfe wnto many 
likeneiſles, tempted him wieh damnable pꝛoteſtations, po- 
miũng il he would renounce his baptiſme, to redeeme hun 
from his wofulneſſe . But his faith reſolued was euer im- 
moueable, ſo that M autafier ſeeing his perſeucrance,left to 
expoſtulate with moze temptation. Peete we will leaue to 
ſpeake moze of hum. oꝛ his wzetchedaes, andAlcourſe alittle 
of Morgua his mother, of Meruina hie godmother, t Gali- 
ana, that paincelieſt Fairies that gouerned in F acria,whole 
griete abeunded le the impꝛiſonment of Meruine, inueping 
moſt mightily againſt Gratiana, whole gift made him ſub⸗ 
lect to this tafoztune. 3fter many complaints Mor gua ſapd 
to the other ladies: mceſſes, ou vnderſtand the wzefched- 
nes of my ſonnes caſe, euen foꝛ vertties ſake conſent to ſwec⸗ 
ten ſome honre ol his bit terneſſe. with delight which J haue 
deniſed, . Wie thzee will take ech of vs an inſtrument of 
mulicke, and go into his dungeon the cloifter of carefulnes) 
every day au houre, at ſuch time ag? autatier ſhalbe abſent, 
and withſome chanſon of delicacie miniſter top among his 
ſo2rolwes, 


* 
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ſszrowes,concealing our ſelues from his eies, onelp inri- 
thing his eates with melodie. To this the Ladies gaue a 
free conſent :\o that doing acco2dingly; they entced vnſa ne 
into the pꝛiſon At whoſe appꝛoch, a molt ſtrangelight ſpzed 
thzough the dungen, in ſo ample maner, as it there hav bin 
an hundzed tozches buli ning. dt which diuine action, Mcr- 
uine was wonder Fully amazed: Amazed only to ſæ that he 
ſaw uothing. Juſtantlp affer the light the Fanies began 
to play heauenly notes (the mauing cre of cele ſtiall mus 
ſicke that it was impoſſible faz ſozrow co abide where ſuch 
ſacred tunes were recoꝛdeo: and he im whom languoz p: 0s 
teſted to haue tenure of f-Ample, pꝛwucd the plea (alle : 
and that at all he had in hun no tnteceſt, Atte they dad lug 
plated , and Meruine had ſhakt handes with creme, 
thep returned to their owe habitation ; not (apling vi op 
dap thi's muiſ bly to viute him, fo the hich amezinent of 
his (ences, 


2 Mut agatae te teturne to the traiterons king Mer- 
mont: {{cyavinced that he came to king Butor,andin moſt 
tatneſt manner intreated bum to muſter vp his people: and 
with the geateſt power he had to march with him to Mont⸗ 
ment, fo: that there Jap Gautierof Denmatke, hie toute 
ſonnes ano almoſt all the oute of Chiſtendome, in expec⸗ 
tance or Meruine, whom vnabwares they might duerthꝛe w 
and bzing o finall deſtruction. To this Butor agtch ( (v2 
Wbyiiliseaſily temptet:) and {ozthwith comaundet Come 

miſſions to be ſent ab20av , fo2 the gathering togither of his 
power. When there was affemblcd to the number ofan 
100000, he armedthem aud departed from mor, tragel- 
ling ſo reſtlefly both by land and by ſea, that in twentie 
dayes he came to Brandis, and by the will of God, the aus 
thous of happie foztune, the two falſe meaning kinges lod- 
gd in the houſe ol Minea , where they helda ſolempae and 
tedioug 


. b 1 
v | 


4 
l - . * 
7 
. ' P i 
. : 


The firlt part of 


tedious cotncell howe they might enter Montment, and in 
deſpight of Meruine put to ſu oꝛd Gautier, andthe ref of 
the Chziftians. All which diſputat ions came to the eates of 
Mynea, who dꝛawing aſide the Nod Chambetlame of king 
Mermonts houſhold, in humble: mant intreated ot his lozb- 
ſhippe, te kr ow where, oʒ what was become of the moſt (a- 
mons Meruine. Madam (ſays the noble man) he is inclo- 
ſed in a plate from whence hee ſhall neuer finde delinerance, 
r And then (as if he were with child or thoſe troubles) he diſs 
8 tcoutſed al! the eſtate ofinfoztunate Meruine, both the reuo⸗ 
k ca(ton of his firſt religion, his true parents and kingly pede⸗ 
| gree, his conqueſts and vnluckie betraping aud withall, how 
the moſt pꝛincipall of his a!tance were gathered tonether at 
Montment. expecting the eſpouſalsbetweene him and Be- 
rea, and how the king his maiffer, and Butor, meant to pꝛe- 

neat them with a ſudden and vnlokt fo laughter, 


3 When Minca,not without ſighes,had heard him com- 
ment ok theſe actions, ſhee ſmiled, leaſt her lokes ſhould be 
blabbes ol her intentions: and then taking leaue, departed 
from dim, and went to her chamber, wheretmmediately ſhe 
inditedaletter, that conteined what her eares had receiued: 
and deliuering it to a moſt truſtie meſſenger. gaue him eſpe- 
ciall charge to beare ir to Montment, vnto Barbin the mat⸗ 
chant. au which the meCenger effected, not ceaſing till he 
came vnto the kings pallace tn Montment, Where finding 
Barbin, he ſayd: Rengerent fir, to you J am ſent, from the 
vertuous Ladie Minea, that ſo intirelp loneth Mernine, 
and from her pꝛeſent theſe lines to vout iudgement. When 
Mathaburna heard him name Meruin, ſhe ſtarted, andin- 

- quired what tidings. To whom Barbin madenoreplis, 
but deliuered the letter to Gautier, who read 
tt: which conteineththis that 
followeth. 
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To the Princes of Chriſten- 


dome. health, 


Now (excellent Lordes) from me vn- 
comfortable Ladie, that in vaine we ex- 


to my weary ſoule. And further, be aduertiſed, that 
it behoueth you to ſtand vpon your beſt guard; 
tor that foorthwith you ſhall be infinitely aſſailed 
by an hundred thouſand Pagans, conducted by 
Mermont, and Butor ot Tabarie, who folemnel 
haue ſworne your death on their religious Alche- 
on: looke then to your ſelues, and loue her that in 
dangered her life to do you ſeruices. 
Minca of Brandis. 


f 

V Ven Gautiet had read the tontents of this letter, 
| thanat that in ſtant he was nere moic vehements 

Ip perpl- xed. eat inghis garments, and waking de- 

ſpaire and wꝛath one intite bodie: but bettet to be rcſolues, 
be aſked the meſſenger if certainely thoſe tiomas ot miſe⸗ 
rie were true 02 no. Pes my good Loꝛd, replted be , and 
the mightie holt is euen now at Brandis. Chen atoſe lacob 
and ſoide; Pzincefſe Jam a witneſſe of the taconparable 
loue the Lady Minca bare to exqmũte Meruine: wheres 
foze F knows ſhee w2ites nothing but truthes teareſul- 


nelle. Theu beganneeuery one-to ſo,zrowefoz 1 15 i 
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but farre aboue all and beyond tonteit, were Mathaburna: 
lamentations,who wzinging her handes, bzeaking the gol⸗ 
den thꝛeades of her celeſtiall hatre, and the ſacred veſtureg, 
that ſhꝛouded the paradiſe of her features, ſhe cried; O 
ſoꝛrow . innnoꝛtall ſoꝛtom, what ſhall J demaund? miſerie, 
o2 death? both are to little. True Sod, in whom my faith 
ſo lately is grounded, give counſaile to my woes, foꝛ my 
heart is loſt: O mozemy lite, nay moſt my ſpirite, nay as 
bone all that, the moſt \ſweete, moſt wiſe and, meſt louely 
creature di the wozlid. Parke heauens what J vow befo2e 
pou, it᷑ his loue taile my loue ſhail haue ending : ſoꝛ but him, 
not any ſhall harbour in my conteites: if he die. J die if ha 
liue, he hall nde me ſuch as he left me. Thus tozmented 
the her ſelfe:but alas, ſuch are her hard ſtarres. that befsze 
the (& him, ſhe ſhalbe compelled to die 02 denie her 

' religion which indeede the did: pet it was 
but womans faintneſle, as heere- 

after ſhall be at large 

declared. 
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That moſt famous, 


worthie, and auncient Mother of 80 
all Hiſtories, the exqui/ite Hiſtorie of bY 
Prince Meruine, the ſonot Oger the Dane, F 
who conquered Ieruſalem, Babylon, and diuerſe o- 3) 
ther Citties from the Pagans , with many me- 2 1 
morable accidents of wondrous * 
conſequence. * N 

Qui ſera ſera. { 


AT Loben 


printed by Ralph Blower and Valentine Jims. 


1612. 


The Printer to the 


Reader. 


is a comnion cuſ- 
$9) |tom among Writers 
N|and Tranſlaters (in 
a well penned pro. 
> logue, iuſt like an old 
Song, whole burthen goes to, 
(I beſeech ye beare with vs) to ſol- 
licite their Readers for ſo much 
fauour as to vle good words, and 
haue patience, to omit defects, cen- 
ſore milde ly, & ſo forth. Now l ac- 
P 2 quainted 
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To the Reader. 
quainted with none oftheſe vaines 
for excuſe, and indeede thinking 
them all in vaine, ( in the Tran- 

ſlators abſence ) I xeepe the forme 

of an Epiſtle, though tollow not the 


faſhion: onely intreate thoſe that 
| delight in Sories, to looke on the 
| = delightsin Meruine. Which it 
they vouchſate for my pro- 
fit, l will venture more 
for their plea- 
ſures. 
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The Table of che 


ſecond Pait 


| gining ts enter vrawares within Aa 


comſiture, and the great battell wherein Ber- 
tra did wonders, Chap. 1. 

2 the Dane with 20000, followed Butor and Mer» 

mont ro Minor . 2 of the chirmiſhes and taking of Nubia, 


Turquants death. 3 Bertrans policte of ſuprizing of Mi- 
nor. Chap. 2. 


Bertran paſſed all the gates, and Drohes with him alſo: 
2 of the proweſſes they ſhewed againſt the pagans + hem they 


were taken priſoners; and put to the keeping of the faire 


Singlay. Chap. 3. 
Gautier ray ſed his Siege from Ainor, and came to N 101. 
where hee repayred his Armie 2 hom from thence hee came 


to Luternia , where hee found laco b,who diſcourſed the for- 
tune of Montment: 3 how Gautier ent before Montment., 
aud tooke it Againe & by meanes of Iacob. Chap. 4. 
Ofthe gallant life that Bertran aud Drohes led in AMi- 
vor 2 of the T ourney which was ppoc Ahmed for the louc of 

Singlay : 3 of the priuate wond-rs Bertran did. | Chap. F. 
Marant accrſes his ſiſter Singlay 2 how Bertran made 
the pagans belecuc he wonld renounce Hriſtiaritie 3. how 
3 he 


2 were mcloſed by the (hriſtians. 2 Of their diſs 
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he vndertoołę to com hate againſt Marant. C hap, 6. 
Bertran and Drohes (vnder the pretence of paganiſme ) 
brought fortie thou ſaud pagans before Montment 2 how 
els moſh gurt of them were there confounded and put ta the 
pv „MM. chap. 7 
Aa Amb Tadour came to ( Tautier,wbho brought him word, 
Vt the Enmeronr( harlemaine'kxid geſtro) ed all his coun 
Domke 2 how Drohes ent! Aclimer Meruin - 


Cc 


4 J ' tier. TH; ich Charlem 11110 We talen prioſner 2 Vo 
Lovs the ſoume of Charles came with a great power 2 
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aud how Hater arrimmed at HAIANCE, chap.$ 
eren battel which was botme ene the Emperour and 


Maia ce ts euenge his father. chap. 9 
Barant( ſurnamed the Cruel!) departed from Montment 
with three hundred thouſand Souldiers, aud paſſed the Sea; 
towards Valance 2 how Charles and Gautier made 4 
peace, and ioznedanamft the Pagans. chap. 10 
Bertran and his brethren, Loys and the other Chriſtians 
ed pon Hu Pagans . 2 the deaths of all the famors chri- 
ſtrans exc ept Loys * 3 of the battell betweene Barant the 
Cruell, and Bertran of Denmarke, chap. I 1 
Loys came to Alatnce ava reported the wo fu eſtate of the 
Chriſtians , and the ſorrowe Gautier made for his ſonnes, 2 
Y1 NCIAYECS ſorrowe.and meſſ.1ge Arant ſent 10 Charles * [9+ 
gether with the anſwere : 3 how Barant ſlew one of the me[- 
ſenpers, chap. 12 
The Chriſtians gane battell to be pagans, in which tur- 
oe the good King Gautier w a; flame „and bu hoſte ouer- 
throwne 2 Charlemaine es forced to retire, and ue out 
t he ſecond time, 3 The taking of Loys , and Duke Nay mes 
priſovers, chap. 13 
Drohes d Adain trawailed ſo long in vn fre quented 
Places, till they found out the true meanes for Meruines de- 


liucrie 2 how Drohes combated with a Griffon for his 
loue 


The Table 


laue Adain. Arb. 13 
Drohes ſpabe to Robaſter rouching the Ne of Met 
uin 2 of Malzbeon of Luron R- ba! [te rs En r that gane 
comnfell in the ation, DAP. © 

Robaſter aece: 700 king Butor 2 how Metuine was 
deliney *oA ot of pri, * , ab a went ro ! hi | allac 4 where he fine 


Butor, .. zureue f * diuers other pagass + 3 and of the 


great battell be mainta;ed. chap. 16 
Meruine Robaſltcr . and ge Ariinnn in 2 
mg ſt robbers 2 of the. 160. vcre in: 3 how Ma- 


* 


labeon 4} 1ded them . 4 hon they fl n ar P ap. 17 
Meruine and Drohe went 7 Branc lis, and cone ted 
the Comntrey: 2 how they came before Montinent, where 
(In the Battaile \ Drohes was taken , and brought into the 
Catie : 3 how Mathaburna (Lf re thepagans) menacea 
him. chap. 1 8 
The CET) of «11 IA ment WA tak pH by che MEeANES of Ma- 
thaburna: 2 The deliu 7 of Drohces our of priſon 4 d 
other accidents, chap. 19 
Barant chal, lenged comb; it of Charles in 0 Ife alone 4 
gainſt three or "2 :2 hon he ou came atlthe firs chap, 20 
Meruine mcountred Baham the ſoune of Be! marine with 

1 0000. pagans who were forraging, ho were a conquered 


except hoes: 2 how Baham renounced Malomet 3 mo 
the three that eſe aped reported the action unto Bara as 
fine one of them: for bringing ſuch cuill newer, chap. 21 


Barants hundred th 22 a were oner ins owne by Mervin 

2 how Bertran then came with all his ho, ft , except thy 
banded, and marched ag tinſt the Chriſtians, chap 

The (i ſmgle Combat betwixt Meruine and Barant..d 5 
Charles and the other Chriſtians,and the owerthrow of the 


pagans, chap. 23 
Meruine married Mathaburna - 2 And of the great 
ſolemnitie at Maiance for wy thereof. Chap 24 


14 * 


The Table, 


Mutafier deceiued the Fatrie Gratiana, and begotte of bar 
amonſter named Orke, who had three . 2 nd of o- 


ther accidents. chap. 25. 

The ling Turniquant cf Oriam aſſembled agrear num- 
ber of his pesple. aud wert in ade of the Orke: 2 hom hee 
deſer pyed * Normandic and Brittaine: 3 and of other ors 
curents chap. 26, 

K 1919 ( ha 401 ries h, 'a mtch: gen CO Of the King of Englands 
comming : 4 of therr aſſan t on both ſraes : : bow Meruine 


Came. who nad rec Inquered d. ag UNC all that * Orke had 
wonne 4 how Mathaburna Cane ch. arge , that no man 
ſhould ſpeabę of the warres before Paris: 5 how an eAngell 
appeared to Meruine. A. 27. 

Meruin 2 naer tooke Combat, an aint the Orke - 2 of the 
Fight, and the Orkes death, which brought reſt to the 
Chriſti ans. chap. 28, 

Mernineitooke leaue of Charles and departed: 2 how 
be went to Inruſalem , and thence was conneyed into Fai- 
rid. chap. 29. 
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7 he art part bs | 


The moſt ancient famous mo her 
of Hiſtories, the exquijite Hiſtorie of 


Prince Meruine, the ſon of Oger the Dane, 


who conquered Ieruſalem,Babylon,and diuerſe o- 
ther Cities from the Pagans, with many me- 
morable accidents of wondrous 
conſequence. 
, 
CHAP, I. 

How AMermornt , Butor , and the Pagans imagining to 
enter vnqwares within Montment, were incloſed by 
the Chriſtians * 2 Of theit diſcomfiture , and the 
gent battell wherein Bertra did wonders, 


P Auticr hauing receued theſc tidings 
= (the happie armonr by the which 
they were pzeſerued from a ſhame - 
Z full death) gaue the meffenger in 
guerdon of his paincs, a cuppe of 
golde, deſirirghim to recommend 
the perfection of his ſernices , to 
the moll kind and louing Ladp Mi- 
nea whom dee would honour and adoze: and after other 
complements » diſpatched him, and departed , Zutor and 
Mermont, the waking Dragons ofimpietie by —_— 


The ſecond pait of | 


were departed ſron ꝛandis, and now by ſea were come 


to the poꝛt of Luterata, two leagues from Montment, the 
| whiſtthe chaſtians armed themictues to inconnter them, 
; having tatelugence by their elpialles that paſſed to ano fro 


of their neate arctuall: and Bertran comming to his father, 
heſgught hig matefty to deliuer him a regiment of the ol⸗ 
be!t (olnters, Whom with himſelf de wauld lap in ambuſh⸗ 
ment inthe ways. Bontbras fill the Pagans were paſſed 
by, and then at ſuch time as the maine acmy ſhould charge 
them in the faces, he behind would equall the incounter, 
and not doubt but to put all to the ſwoꝛd ina moment: his 
counſell was held currant, and conſented vnto. No'y came 
the pagans marching with lent carefuines,thimking halle 
ina finmber to (urp213e the citte, but they were pꝛeuented, 
foz Gautier met them with a well ozdered battell: the pꝛo⸗ 
poztion conſiſting of thꝛæ batallions, the firſt conducted by 
Guyon, tontatning fine thouſand , the ſecond by Haon of 
Burdeaur, being fiuc thouſand, end the laſt hp htmfclic 
alſo fiue thouſand, ſs that the maine was fiitan thouſand, 
befives ten thouſand that lay obſcured with Bertran . 2s 
the Pagans palled by the wod,Berrran tok a pecfit vie 
of them; and ſmiling, he ſaide vnto Drohes who was his 
companion in that ſtratagem, Behold with what haſt thele 
Pagans poſt to their miſery , ſee, ſ& Drohes, docſt thou 
ſe that gallant beaſt the fozmoT is mounted on: by him 
that gaue mi life, this day J will giue hun ther fog a pꝛe⸗/ 
ſent , aſeate woꝛthier ol thy leate than an infidelious nul⸗ 
creant, At theſe woꝛds Drohes lokmg carefully ſawe Bu- 
tor mounted on the bꝛaue mate Mordaat, ſametinies th. 
delight of Meruinc , which with griete made him ftand as 
if he had beene thunder-ſfrucke, lill rage appeaſing ſozrow 
he ſatde ; To armes, to armes, p2ince Bertran, let me dic 
if J doe ſtay any longer, and ſc a traitoux in triumph ride 
Mn the gallant Mordant, wozthie none but her maſter in⸗ 

uincible 
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uuncible Meruine , This ſaide they mounted vppon they: 
hozſes, and ſounding a Coznet, which was a ſignall to 
Gautier at their comming, iflned out of the wodes, and 
charged the rereward of the pagans thozow and tho:ow, 
which Butor beholding, commanded an alarum, and ſatde, 
Courage gallant refoltytions, and be not abaſhed foz this 
handfuil of chziſtians, whoſe pꝛide, not pzoiveſſe makes 
them deſperate: and at this they turned vpon their enemies, 
where one might haue ſcene Bertran beare honour from e- 
weryother creature, and comming fo hun that rode on the 
gallant hoſe he had pꝛomiſed Drohes, with the firſt blowe 
be ſmote him dead from his ſaddle, then taking the ſterde 
dthuertd him to Drohes, ſaying, Py pꝛomiſe this day is 
perfozme?, and my woꝛd iuſtiſled: at that Drohes with 
humble thanks diſmounted, and mounted on his new gift, 
then they two th2uſk chemſelues among the pagans, Death 
like a gentleman vſher paſſing befoze them, giuing to the 
battell,a feareful,and miſerable beginning. 


Gautier, that on their faces ſhoulde, now on their 
backes mas infozft to charge them, in which ſhocke Hnon 
ſhewed his pꝛoweſſe to be molt inuincible, in that Pightit 
ſelke wanted might to reſiſt him. He flew infimtes, ann» left 
innamerable wounded amonaſt tie teſt he ſlue the nephew 
te king Gautier, whaſe death whilſt his viicle purſued to 
leuen ge, he made foꝛ fait fo2 his owne life. Dꝛeadkull, and 
ſome what doubt full was the battell a long tune, becauſe the 
pagans were an hundzes thouſand, and the chziſtians, bunt 
fine and twentie thouſand, who not ſwithſtanding by therr 
wiſe domes (the beſt weapons in warefare ) in the end be- 
cawe conquerovrs. Maruellous this dap were the ages ot 
Bertran, making Conqueſt in lone with her ſelle, becauſe hee 
loved her. Guyon his bꝛether was not thozt of tnfinit pꝛai- 
ſes, who in the hart of the battell owed himſelfe * of aly' 
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heartes and intsuntting a kinſman of Butors,heflew him, 
| at the fight whereo?a whole band of Darazens aſſailed him 
crying, thou dieſt this day, no valo2 ſhall releaſe the, and 


then ruſhing all with one furie,they bare him from his hozſe 
and toke hun — ne : but as they were intending to pꝛe- 
ſent him to king Butor,Bertran that then was commen in- 

to the ſtrength ofthe battell, and by the tumults ofthe pa- 
gans, ſuſpecing they had tane ſome pziſoner, all inraged 
and grieued he turned to the pꝛeaſe, making every hinde- 
rer of his way a companion to his graue, till hee ſawe them 
who led his bzother Guyon bound in honours diſhonoura- 

ble fetters : which when his eyes affitmed as true witnel- 
ſes,led by a vertuous lunacie, he flew in among them, and 
ſtrake him that held his bzother ſach a blow, that hee claus 
him to the bꝛeaſt, after hum, another, and another,tilGuyon 
was at libertit, then giuing him an excellent ſwoꝛz d the pze- 
ſent ok delight) they two bꝛothers beganne a ſtrong battel 
againſt fiftie Pagans. Guyon in renenge of his wzong 
cloathing his ſwoꝛd in the heart blood of the Pagans, By 
this time came poſting by them the Seneſchall of Jabarp, 
whom as Bert ran was about to incounter, be ſaide to pꝛe- 
vent hum: Be p, defiſt, and let me paſſe by the, foz J will 
adiournethine ill foztune , till J haue ſlaine hum who hath 
killed my bꝛother, and then if thy life be weary A will end 

- thybzcathing. Pagan, ſaide Bertran, thou and thine in⸗ 
tents are ſo farte aſunder, that J muſt needes talke with 
you beſoꝛe pour paſſe ſo godl a ioutuep, and then turning 
aloft his {\wozd, hee aſſailed the Seneſchall with ſuch deli⸗ 
cate vertue, that in an inſtant he ſent him toſl&pe with his 
great great great grandfathers father, then arreſting his 
hoz(e, he gaue him to his bzother Guyon, who mounted 
thereon in the battell did moſt maruellous actions, crying, 
Ponour foz heaven and Denmarke , which wozdes gane 
life to their ſouldiers > and rewued the halle 2ying how 


229 
the hiſtery of Meruine. 


den, ſo that the Pagans vnable forefiſt any longer, betoke 
themſolues to flight, and were vtterly diſcomfited ; which 
when Butor beheld, and comparing his huge hoſte with 
their lender traine, he called Mermont and ſaid: My les 
of Pontment, J lee it is impoſſible by foztituve to tegaine 
pour city, ſo highly are the Chʒiſtians inraged and ſo miſe- 
rable the chaunces of our euill feztuncs. It is true, it is 
very true, anſwered Mermont, the Dunne-ſhineof our 
glozie is wained , therefoze let vs flis, till Time pzeferre 
better aduentures. This being ſpoken, they betwke them 
clues to flight towards the ſea coaſt, which their armp be - 
holding, like diſtraught men flew here, and theie, ande- 
uery where to ſane their ines , whileſt Bertran, his bꝛo⸗ 
thers, Gautier, and Huon follow the chaſe, putting to the 
ſwoꝛd all that were ouertaken ſo that of an hundzed thou. 
ſand that were at the beginning of the flight there eſcaped 
but foure hundꝛed, who with the kings entred into theyz 
ſhippes , and betoke them elues tothe Sea, ratling and 
curling the great courages of the Thziftans , who after 
the chaſe ended returned to the place of battell , where it 
was admtrable to beholde the d une multitudes, who lay 
one vpon another ſwimming ta they; olone blodes, whoſe 
current was mighty, like to a flowing rer: amongeſft 
the Pagans was font viiſpeakeable riches, which gathe⸗ 
red together, the Conquerezs returned victozicuſly and 
triamphantiy into Poncment, hauing loſt of their owne 
army but only ten thouſand, they were royally retewed 
of Mathaburna , who all that day gad pzayed fo2 the rare 
ſucceſeoftheir god foztune , becauſe ſhee feared it the Pas 
gans had pꝛeuailed, either her life oz happy dayes ſhould 
vndoubtedty haue quailed. Gautier by cettaine pʒiſonets 
he had taken, vaderftade all the manner of Meruines im- 
pꝛiſonmment in Pino2, whither Butor and Mermont were 


fled, wherefoze he pzotefted beſoʒe Ood and his holy ſaints 
to 
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to follow them, to which end he ſent pꝛoclamations round 
about the realme of Bontment, to ſommon alt the pzinceg 
thcrcofin his aide, and the reſcue ol the moſt wozthp Mer- 
uine, whoſe loue was ſo inũnite in thoſe parts, that pꝛe⸗ 
ſenily there was numbzedtwentp thouſand abſolute aps 
p20nes knights knowne mot valtantly touragious, which 
with exceeding iop Gaur'er with himſelte imbarked, taking 
alſo with him diuers Pagan pꝛiſoners to conduct him the 
wap to that receptacle of hazroz , that Academie of miltoꝛ ; 
tune, damnable Minor. 
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1 How Cantier the Dane with twenty thouſand follo- 
wed Butor and Mermort ro Minor. 2 Of the skir- 
miſhes and taking of Nubia, and Turquants death, 


Bertrums policie tor {urprizing of Minor, 


= 
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1 Aut erthe Dane. his foure ſonnes. Haon of 
5 Burdeaur, D rohes, and with them twenty 
»*#; thouſand redeubted men at armes, being as 
e ; 6023 their ſhips,hopſed vp lailts, and knits 


DR ting all their harts in one thought, pzcteftcn 
in the ſigdt o? Codte purſue Butor ſo incetiantiy , thatif 
he tœke but i heathing teſt in any plate, thep would oners 
take him aud bid him new batteltz ſoon they ſatled til they 
came by a godly citie called ubia whole gorernoz was 
King turquant , who at that mitant had left the towneto 
conduct 
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" conduct and conuey Butor on his way, to whom he was as 
lied by aknot of affinity , Mermont and the otherpagans 
being paſſed by a werke befoze, 


2 Vlhen Gauticr vnderſtod whoſe fowne it was, and 
bato whom it appertamed, hee immediately landed his 
men, aud vowed to aſſaile it, the which hee did, taking it 
with (mall oz ns loſſe to himſelfe, butinfinit (ao his en mp 
foꝛ he put man woman and child ts the ſwoꝛd, that refuſed 
to be baptized. Ulhich done he dzew out of the new bapti⸗ 
ed, à tegument of the beſt reputed, and left behind a gar⸗ 
riſon of his owne ſouloiers te foʒtifie and keeve the Citie. 
and then departed on his way towards Minoz: in white 
expedition he was ſo ſpady, that he attained a wod but fir 
leagues from thence : where, as his army was repoſing, 
they might beholde the king ot Nubia returning from the 
conduct of Butor , and with him fine hundzed ſduldiours, 
whom when he ſaw, they woze, vnleſſe they were Chei⸗ 
ſtians, they ſhould neuer eſcape them. U hich a citizen of 
Nubia hearing, ſaide, ByLo2d, it is Turquant our late 
king, that euen now is returning homeward from (Pino? ; 
At that wazd Gautier ſet his men in oꝛder to charge him. 
Whilt Turquant ſutueping them fetcht a de pe ſigh. and 
ſatu, Pꝛinces, this day 3 leate we ſhall eſpoaſe qu euull 
foztunes, foz J ſee men pꝛepared ta giue vs bat tell, pet are 
their nations and colours vuknowne to vs: pet, what, ez 
woſoeuer they are, wee muſt and will be our defenders, 
Theſe woꝛds were ſpoken ſo faintly, that bis ur mie like 
men halle dying, cried foꝛ a truce, ſapiug, they were but 
redes, and vnable to indure the ſtoꝛmes ot ſo geeat an ars 
my. But as they were in ſpeaking, Gauticr ſet vyon them. 
andflewthe moſt pait , the reſt flying about the fields here 
and there foz ſuccour, which they found no where: the fight 
whereof was ſo irkeſome to king Larquant, that in a mad 
rage 
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tage he ſerake a Chziſtian, even in the welenct of Berrray, 
ſush a mighty blow, that he fell dead at his fte. Which 
when the vertuous pztnce beheld , he aCailed the pagan ſo 
| touragioully that with the firſt blow he diinved the vnion 
betwixt his head aud ſhoulders : then fozthwith wers thy 

pe remnant of the pagans taken pziſoners,who foz their 
liues ſafetie, pꝛomiſed to reteiue theirſoules ſafetis, J mean 


b--ptiſme. Then demaunded Gauticr, where they had left 
# king Butorand Mermont, and they tolde him in Pino, 
pꝛeparing an inuincible army to returne withall to Pont- 
ment. By the health of my ſoule ſaid Bertran, Ile blocke 
vp that way, and, if J liue, teaſt my ſelie in his pallace at 
Minz. Alas ſwete ſonne (ſaid Gautier) how ſhall wee 
poſſibly beſo happy, when the entrance of our paſſage is 
but flue fote bꝛoad, and that moſt daungerons? Deare fa- 
ther, anſwered the Pzince, eſteeme not fearefull deſcripti- 
ons, foz I haue inuented how and which wap, to make 
both our ſelues commanders of the towne , and pzinces of 
their deſtructions : and thus it is. 


3 J will arme my ſelſe in the armourofthis dead king! 
and mounted on his hozſe, ſpꝛead out his now infoztunate 
colours, and with ſuch like company as he was attended 
with, Jle march towards the towns, into which J know 
J ſhall entereaſily, becanſe they will imagine me to be the | 
king of Nubia : which J will no ſwner haue effeced , but 
J will gard the gates with ſuch carefull reſolution , that 
famouſed , ſo that in all the haſte it was put in pꝛattiſe, 
and fiue hundꝛed Chaiſtians of the beſt reſpect were armed | 
both your Highnes and your army ſhal haue eafie paſſage, b 
This ſtratagem was much commended, and his wiſedome | 

7 


with the Pagans arn urs, amongſt whom was Gautier, 
Huon, and Drohes. When they were come within ths 
leagues ot $Þmoz , Gautier left the groſe ſunnne of his ar- 
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mie, and with he Fae hundꝛed inirched till they were pal · 
ſed thzongh the fi: pozt or the tittie, whtch was gouet ne d 
by Aroufle, who taking Bertran that marched on the head 
ofthe trope fo; the king of Qubia, ſaide : Pp Lozd, will 
pour Pateſtie retuine againe? AndBerrran anſwered, he 
would, foz he went but only to ſpeake with the King Butor 
bis kinſman , pzomtfing bim at his cecurne , a gift ſoul 
fo; ever make him rich:the pagun gaue hun humb'e thanks 
w:th doglike reuerence,and ſo let him pate. 4nd when his 
army was gone by, he turned to Aroullc and d2awing his 
ſwozd, ſaid : {Craitourc,this is my ireaſurte.and here com s 
thereward Jp2omiied, and with that bu ſt ucke ham with 
ſuch vertne, that well miaht daue cieit arecke of gale ; 
but tothe pagan it dio no hu: t at all, becauſe he was clogs 
thed in the hide ofa ſerpent which ſometimes was the ar- 
mour of inuincible Robaſter, who now liued a Permit in 
the wods there adioyning , where he continued euct ſiate 
he fozſ@ke the faire Guerin of Pontglaiue at ſuch time 
as moſt famous Charlemaine came befoze Vienn a, which 
by faite Guerins meanes hs conquered foz hate whereo? 
Robaſter would haue ſlaine him: but thxt Guerin guars 
ded him from miſcyiete , fo griefe whereol he was ſo inra⸗ 
ged againſt her, that he (wazeneuzr hereafter ta doc her 
ſeruite, and ſo led by diſcontentment, came into thoſe woods, 
and there build ing an hermitage liued, and was fofferey by 
his father Malabeon, caſting away his ſerpents [kinne 13 
intending neuer moze to be ſwne in battell ; pet he mſcon⸗ 
teiued, foʒ he muſt be the ay der of pzince Meruine , as pou 
haue heard befoze, when ſhalbe the wil 07 the heauens. But 
letting theſe digceſſions paſſe, we well returne to Bertran, 
who after the firſt blowe. tie pagan take a bar of yzon,and 
with it gaue him ſycha requitall , that he made him rele, 
and almoſt fal from his ha.(e, had not Drones vaheld him. 
to the no little ſtaine of Bertrans remeinv;ance, who calling 
Q againe 
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ag ine his ſteengths together, gane the @arazin ſach a blow 
that he bowed one of his knes te the ground in ſubmiſſion, 
yet his body vnwounded could no way be tainted. Drohes 
beholding this, charged the pagan , and bzake his lance, but 
did not hurt him: Huon did aſmuch, but as little pꝛeuailed, 
to their wonder, and his greater pꝛide. Bertran at this as 
mazed, diſmounted hunſeife, and cloſed with the pagan; 
whome by cleane ffrength he thzcww -downe to the grounds 
backeward : then alighted Drohes,and lifting vp the head 
of the ſerpent, with his ſwoꝛd mide a paſſag» th2ough big 
hody, by which his ſoul fled downward to eternal darknes, 


CHAP. III. 


How Bertran paſſed all the gates, and Drohes with him 
alſo, 2 Of the proweſſes they thewed againſtthe pa- 
gans, 3 How they were taken priſoners; and put to 
the keeping of the faire Sirglay, 

Fo Ven the pagan Arouf!e was flaine ( achari- 

4 {abl: diede foꝛ Chaiſtenrome) Bettran the 

FX W 9 him into the river Orbe, and thenmarchevon 

23 the narrow wap till hee came to the ſecond 

2 pozte , which he likewiſe paſſed, killing the 

garde thereot, and thzowing them into the nuer, but when 

Gautier ſaw with conſiderate epes, the ſtiaiteneſſe and 

daunger of thoſe paſlages. he perſwaded the Pꝛintes tore- 

tire, ſaying ,- Yononr loc his honour by daring * 


235 
the hiſtorie of Meruine 


the conceite of power : thoſe waies tn which none hardlp 
couldegoe, but tndangered, were tell tales of their defftcucs 
tions, therefoze whileff time was, wiſhed them to vie the 
time of their deliverance. My gratious father ſaide Ber- 
tran, J beſ@ch you bee not ſoſuſpitions , fo: ił my ſelſe as 
lone, and but tene with me paſſe, of my lite the Tolone 
ſhall be ſarp213ed. It is to great amaſterie ſaide the king, 
therefo2e be touncelled and returne. Foz ſhame my grati- 
ous father (ſaid he) let vs not, having gone thus farre, res 
turne ſcared with imagination, the cittte will take me fo3 
the King of Aubia, and that thadowe will defend bs. At 
this both Drohes and thereft cried, e ward pong paince, 
this dap we will be thy followers , and then they piſſed te 
the laſt gate, at which Bertran knocked deſiring cntrance, 
ſaping it was ſhame by day to kerpe their Cittie thus re- 
trained: and foz his owne part. ere his Cittie of Nabia 
ſhould be feared , he would hazard tenne thouſand daun⸗ 
gers. When the Poꝛter beard Bertran,he went vp vato a 
lowpe-hole, and ſeeing the ch2iftians ſo well ozdered , ſaide 
to himſelfe , there ſhall no moe enter but the king of Ru- 
bia himſelfe till J haue aduertiſed B ing Butor mp lozd and 
maiſtet, and then deſcending, he opened the Pozfall, defi- 
ring Bertran to enter: who ſaide, Willatne, why doſt thou 
not open thy gates foz my traine to followe me ? Noble 
king of Nubia (ſaide the JPo2tcr) be not diſpleaſe d foz my 
dede is my Rings commaundemen!,whichbzoken. my life 
is fozfaited, ncither may J ſuffer any to paſte, be he sf his 
ntateſt linage, but if it pleaſe your Mate ſtie J will aduer⸗ 
tiſchis Pighaeſſe and b2ing pou anſwere . Doe ſaide Ber- 
tran , and tell his PightineTe J am returned to diſcourſe 
of ſome pzinate things I fozgate at our departure ; at this 
the pozter cloſed the gates, and vent to the pallace, where 
be found Mermont , Gontor and Bucor his ſo2craigne, 


u whome be declared the backe ceturne ofthe Kingof Nu? 
Q 2 bla 
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bia ene bis traine, ern his deſite of entrance. Of my ſoule 
(ſatd Botor) he H2th incountted with Gautier and is thus 
thaſ d backe againe go let him enter , but fit ſt ommon all 
my men at armes, to be in teadines to pꝛeuent pals deſtiny, 
and lu: hut one beſides hunſelfe onelp haue paſlage in. At 
this awap ment the potter, fold Bertran the Kings decree, 
netterthelrgeffeeing hun to palſe , hauing beloze appoynted 
reifatne ſonlbicts aloft to lift donne the pozteullis when 
the King and oneetier were gone by, Zcrtran and Dro- 
hes alone tutte and then the yꝛon gates Hete cloſed, which 


bꝛed (mat contentment in Bertran, ho dꝛaswing his ſwoꝛd 


gaue the pozter ſuch a blow , that he claue hun downe to 
the tath. 


2 Thote aloft ſœing their companion ſlaine they ſaid 
not a woꝛde but foztifies the Gates with all that was in 
their power, ſot at Berttan and Drohes row were lockt 
vp in the towne, foz whom the chziſttans ſozrowed exce⸗ 
dingly, but they moſt daliant in the moſt extrenutie, frotted 
vp the ſtreetes moſt couragtouſly, ertran ſaping to Dro- 
hes, came, let vs to the Kings pallace if none gaine ſtand 
vs, ik any doe, be out ſwoꝛdes his buctall , fog fo ſhall wa 
either ſaue our honours, oz eſcape daunger. This ſaide, 
with their ſwo2des naked in their handes , they paſſed to- 
war des the pallace, ſendiug all they met, either to hells; 
heaunen: which ſ&ne, was popſon to King Butor, who 
now commaunded all his men at armes to aſſaple them, 
which they did with an entire furie: but Fertran and Dro- 
hes turning their backes to a wall adio ning to the pallace 
gates incouraged one aàn o het to embꝛace no mercie, but 
their death, and that to be bought at an infinite valew, and 
witha! ſo defended themſelues by offending their enemies, 
that thepzoudeſf ſtod in awe,and dur ſt not sppzach them: 
in this ſkirmiſh Fertran flue Zerabem,after him the cham 
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berlaine fo Futor, inline mannerathtrd, à fourth, till the 
number infinitely multipted: Drohes mas not thozt; but 
em ry way equalles dis actions, whiift Mermont in wen; 
der ſatde, Na Mahomet, this is not the king Nubia , foz 
Nature bath not lent him ſo almightie a ſpirrte,rather they 
ate ſome diwnels, oz dinelliſh enemies. At this came Butor 
among it his men and ſaide, Pzinces and my tountipmen, 
dere ſhall my lone die, neither will J hencekozth count ot yon 
if you deliuer me not theſe two dead oz impꝛiſoned. Scatſe 
were theſe wozdes fled from his lippes, Gontor with a 
lauriceinhis hand ranne againſt Bertran, but nuſfing him, 
+ fluebisbozſe vader him, ſo that fallingto the ground, her 
inmedtatelparoſe agatne with his ſmoꝛd in his hand, and 
ſtroke a pagan dead vnder bun. ut y this tune the Darazing 
ſo multiplicd , that Drohes hozſe was killed alſo : and 
then ſtanding againſt the wall, they maintai1ed a fearefull 
fote combate like two foaming boares againſt a kennell of 
hoandes long hunted. Cruel! was the fight beyoud mea⸗ 
ſure, ſo that the pagans Ade amazed, pet had nat God in 
pi'ttebcheld them, the two p2inces had thereendedthep2 
lunes, not pꝛaiſes. Ho hidesus mas the noyſe the pagans 
made about them, that the Q none and her faite daughter 
dinglay tame to behold it, who ia ina the not to be conque⸗ 
ted reſolution ofthe tos chꝛiſtians ſpirites me ſt highly e⸗ 
ſta med them: the Qua ue laide Faire daughter, beholde 
two incomp. table creatures, wozthy this day to be im- 
moztally renowmed, was euer ſene ſo few pꝛeuaile againſt 
ſo mant: 

Madam ( replied$inglay ) it is the King of Nubia 
gat rs theſe wonders of knighthwd, Wis true (ſapde 
the QAuene) fo2 1vhich 4 am aſhamed that thy ſather i his 
hoalk thould thus pet iles aſſaile him: would God he were 
in my chamber, to thc end he might deferre his euill foz- 


tune, andicnew his peace thus vubappily ehen. Thus 
Q 3 biſcouried 
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diſcourſed the Ladies ofthe Chꝛiſtians who had now flain 
fo mante pagans, that not any coulo come nere them foz the 
dead bodies, till Mermont erted , Fie cowards, fle, how 
long ſhall two thus mightily pꝛeuaile againſt vs: and then 
with his ſwoꝛd in his hand comming to allayle them, Ber- 
ö tran incountred him with ſuch a blowe thathobent him an 
6 his knees, and had withall ain him, had ha not retyzed 
| backward. 
| Che battaile alreadie had continued an hower and a halte, 
which vered Butor ; whoſwoze he neuer ſaivſo much mag⸗ 
nanimitie in an hoaſt of 20000. as in thoſe two ſingle 
perſons and then calling Mermont bee ſaid: Sr Lon, 
theſe two will deſtcoy my Citie if J finde not remer ie, 
tounſaile me, fo2 my care erceedeth . Your Paieſtie ſaide 
Mermont) muſt aſſemble together an'drmie-of your men, 
who (laying weapons afide.) muſt rath deſperately vppon 
them, aud euen with the conkuſton offo2ce ouerthꝛower- 
cellencie ,foz other wiſe (as you haue well (ene } theyare 
inuincible. 

This inſtmtly was put in p2actiſe , and compatſing 
Drohes about ( ke the ouer-fowe of manie waters } they 
boare him to the earth and takeaway fcom hun allmeanes 
ofreſiſfance. But Berttan ſo couragtouſly'withftod them, 
that whoſo toucht him, neuer alter had ſence of touching. 
Infinites he flew and woanoed ; at length retiring by 
degres , he reconereda papꝛe ot ſtap2es» that aſcended bp 
into a chamber, vp which hee went and entering into the 
chamber, pꝛoteſted to keepe1t : and who ſoeuer entred ſhould 
pay a lines fozfaite. There remained Bertran peaceably 
fo; a little time: the whileſt that Drohes was bought to 
the Pallate, where he was diſarmed whom Mermont 
at the firff ght knew ercerding well, and ſaid :- Drohes, 
now thou beholdeſt thy miſchiefe-, and life hat no longer 
indurance : vet we intreate the tell vs what Knight is be 

1. that 
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that beareth the Armes of Aubla, foz what ſoeuer he bee , 
his ufe is toꝛtaite fa: his cui doings, Craytetous Ming 
Mermont (ſaid Drohes ) thou baft adiudged what beſt to 
thy ſelfe appertaineth , who haning recetued holy Bop- 
tiſme in the houſe of the Diuineft, fally oꝛſwoꝛe thy owne 
Royaltie, baſet than the baſeſt abiect vnder heanen. at thoſe 
reuilings, Mermont cried, awer with hun, and cut off his 
head, vnles he make knownzhts conſederate in this miſs 
chiefe. When Drohes ſaw there was no meane left him, 
bat either 10 acknowledge Bertran oz deme himſcife , bee 
ſaid, Stay, and J will name him vnto you. Then catung 
his vopte, that euety ont migit vundetſtand him, beeſatd: 
Puuces, it is the moſt wiſe and abſolute valiant Bertrau 
the ſonne of Gautier , who conqueſts ſtretch tar beyond 
theſe Clymates , and whoſe death the tafants vnbozne 
hereatcer ſhallbewalle if he miſcarcie . When Butor had 
heard his 1wo2ds, hee commaunded him to bee ſtrongly im⸗ 
pziſoned : which was done. T hen the Kings conſulting tos 
gether , Mermont (aide : Py L030 of Pinoz, now re- 
maineth vnder pour arreſt Pzincs Bertran, ſo famous fo: 
his balute, and renowmed fo2 the diſcent of his royall pe- 
degree: it behoues your maieſtie to be moſt circumſpea, 
becauſe at this inſtant pou haue in th2all the triumuitate 
of vertue, the ii. famous floures of Anighehod meaning 
Meruine, Bertran and Drohes. CTheſe words when the 
beautifull Singlay heard, ſhee whi pered vnto her owne 
thenbgts, and ſwoze by Makhomer,that if her power were 
powerful, there ſhould no euill befall pzince Bertran, moze 
than the burden ol her beſt lone , becauſe his valure was 
moze than euer her e pes had ſeene betoze that inſtant time. 
hilft thus ſhe was talking to her thoughts, all the pzin- 
ces and Barons went out of the pallace. gathering all the 
fo:ce that they could together to aWaile Bertran ; who has 7%: 
ung bartoca doed and foztified the dozes of the Charaber, i} 
Q 4 went iT 
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went with his ſwoꝛd to defend the windoives : where the 
ficlf that ſcaled them. he ſent with a blow dead tothearth, 
hich Buror beholding land grieuing tv brhold, comman⸗ 
ded to fetchfaggots, end to Surne the houſe, chuſing ras 
ther lolle of wealth than will: the which was perio2med 
in anmfant, the ſight whereof bzought the wittes of Ber- 
rran toaſtomihment. 


3 But ere the fl ime twke any effect, Singlay fell at her 
fathers fœte, and beſought the obtaining of a reaſonable 
petition : whereto the kingconſenting, ſhe ſatd : Thenmy 
Loꝛd, ſpare this asbie Chatian, and itto me hee will ſub- 
mit his perſon , let mee be his garbian, and J doubt not 
but eaũly make hum adoze Mahomet. Daughter, ſaid the 
king, thau art grations in my ſight.and thy ſuite is graun⸗ 
ted: and ik it be poſſible, bzing him to honour the ſhztneof 
our P3ophet. Joy would not let the virgin ſtay to becere- 
monious in thankes , but the went to Betrran, and per- 
ſwaded hini to lay ea his armes, and pield to her, who 
had vndertaken to his ſafety: heiving the daunger others 
wiſe of his foztune , andthe pittiletſe regard of fire when it 
pꝛeuailed: adding to her wozdes pxtuate teares , the wit- 
neſſes of her ſecret god meaning. When as Bertran had 
beheld Singlay , and ſarncied her beauty, vertue, and 
matcſticali carriage, when he had noted the gratious aſpects 
of her eies, and the loue · inticing pitie of her countenance, 
amnediatly he was inamoured with her perfections , and 
w1i:h honourable (wateneſſ; returned her this aunſwers, 
Madame, ſo ſacred is the brautie of thine heauenly eyes, 
that euen me and my heart thou haſt taken pziſoner : well 
maieſt thou tommaund me, whom thou halt inth2alled,and 
would God (were the time ſo gractous ) that not here but 
in France I might doe you ſeruice: but ſacred zavame, 
though my cale be deſperate , yet doe me a ſauaut foz cha⸗ 
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titie, tell me whether my companion be dead, oz bzeathiag 
with the liuing ? Faire p2ince,quoth the, he lines without 
hurt, though without freedome,andis in my pꝛiſon, where 
your ſelſe in peace (hall liue if you ſubmit to my mercie. 
Bertran at this conquered with Beauties Dzatozie , gaue 
by his ſwWoꝛd into hit ſiluer hand, pzotefting that no feare 
of death made him pield, but onely the commaunvement 
of beauty : to which beautie and her pittie he ſurrendered 
his life and fozztunes. Bertran now vnlaced his helmet, 
an d put it eff ohoſe foꝛmei latour had raiſed ſo chearefall a 
blodin his face that Singlay eſtee:nedhim ſinguler in eue⸗ 
ty perfection, and Lone, rcady at her elbow, doubled her 
wounds, and redoubled her affection: wherefoze ſhe ſaide: 
Come pong pzince and follow me, but J pꝛap you ſpeake 
to my father grauelp and humbly ; ſz ſhall your thꝛaldome 
be lefle ſtreight, and 4 moge abls to doe pau ſetuice. Hee 
conſented to do what euer ſhe wouldcommaund him: and 
thus they came befoze Buter, whoſe firlk ſalutation was, 
that immediately hee ſhoald loſe hig head, if hee fell not 
downe and adozed Mabomet: andBertran inraged gaue 
areply contrary to his pzomiſe , taping : The thzeates of 
the vamnevft diueliſh pagan inthe wozld ſhould not make 
bun foꝛſake his God, noz thinks one reuerend thongh! of 
their falſe man-deceiuing and dineliſh pzotctoz . Wlhen 
Singlay heard him ſpeake with this ſpleene of malice , the 
wept bitterly , fe axing leſt her father ( who was ſubiec to 
pagion ) ſhould ſabſcribe his will to ber Loues funeral: 
which fo pzeucnt , ſhe came and defired ber father to leaue 
argument, aud to referce him fo her, whom the dou'tev 
not but quickely to change from his puritte , and make him 
a religious @araz?n, Daughter ſaid the king, A agra, but 
be yan watchful leſt bee eſcape : foz wee haue had to ex⸗ 
treame trial of his valare. Tlith virgin reverence ſhe than⸗ 


ked his Paieſtie, and fozthwith carried Bertran vnte her 
pꝛilon, 
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p:i'ow , whore Drohes was hugely perplexed with toz⸗ 
mentings, and bound hand and fote with fetters : but 
fone ſhe coke them off, and having them both in her cu⸗ 
ſfody, like a bondllaue to her thzall, ſweetened their ſer⸗ 
uitude with her ſecuice, But letting them paſſe , we will 
ſp:ake of Gautier, who all this while was befoze Minoz, 
contmuinga ſiege againtt it the ſpace of iij. yeares ; but all 
was to botcleſſe purpoſe, fo: hee loſt manp and gained 
nothing, the city was ſo impꝛegnable. Ulherefoze holding 
a Councell , it was thought expedient to raiſe they? ſiege, 
and returne backe vnto Pont ment which they did, burn⸗ 
ing with fire befoze they went, the toure ſtraight paſſages 
of Mmoz : and that was all the reuenge they had foz iy, 
peares trouble. Gzeat was the haſt Gautier made to come 
to Pontment, where he had left his vertuous wife Cla. 
retta and Mathaburna : but when he came, hee found 
all his hopes ouerturned ; foz in his abſence the crucl king 
Gorbanthad bin there, taken the towne, put C laretta to 
death, and Mathaburna te, had not fatnt womaniſch feare 
made her fozſake her God, and fall once againe befoze Ma- 
homer, Beſide, ſhe did one other der de of great ilnes, that 
after was a toʒment to her: and t hat was by the means of 
Mordanr, ſhe trode vppon the Cruciſire and the Image of 
the virgin Mary : foz which with this curſe ſhe was puni⸗ 
ſhed, That ſhe ſhould commit high ttealon againſt her ſon 
Orient, which ſhe did: foz when his wife was dcltuered 
of ſeuen ſons, we made them away, andperſwaved her (on 
ſhe had bzought fozty ſeuen dogges; fo2 which the Ladies 
lite was hazarded, fill God the reuealer of trueth , making 
the trueth knowne , Mathaburna was burned deleruing⸗ 
ly, as you map reade in the hiſtozie of Godfrey of Bullen. 
But leauing thoſe latter dades , we will againe returne to 
our purpoſe. | 
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CHAP. IIII. 
1 How Gautier raiſed his ſiege from Minor, and came 
to Nubia, where he repaired his army: 2 howfrom 
thence hee came to Luternia, where hee found Jacob, 
whe diſceurſed the fortunes of Aſontment; 3 How 
gautier went before Mentment , and retooke it a- 
gaine by meanes of Iacob. 


Autier and his Armies went befaze 
Minor, and warched fo Nubla, 
where heſelected out ten thouland 
choyce men ts repay2e his loſſes, 
At which time with great humble- 
neſſe)Huon of Burdcaux toke his 
/ leaue of the King, and 6 to 


and ofhun we wilt 4 nothing moze at this inſtant. 


2 The King at that ſame time departed fro! Nubia, 
and came to Luternia, where he repoſed himſcife the ſpace 
of fonte dapes: during which time Iacob the Parchaunt 
tame vnto him and ſaluting him with a moſt piteous and 


. Sfearefull countenaunce, ſalde Sacred Lo2d of a holie Li- 


nage, what ſhallbecome of vs moſt miſerable creatures, 
lith the valiant Meruine is not home returned : Alas, 
al's my &92d, Foztune hath donbled her foztunes vpon 
bs: fa2 in theſe laſt two pearesof pour abſence, the [atall 

Ning Gorbant of Samaria(who was onerthzvwnc hefoze 
amaſcus ) and Bandus, came and lapde Siege befoze 
Montment 
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Montment, haue taken the Cittie, put your Bighnetts 
Tifec to geath, and conuerted fearefull Machaburna to her 
fomer relig on. When Gauricr ſelt theſe thunderboltes 
frit:e v4.0; his ſonle, and the death of Claretta nained, 
both be and his Donnes fell into a gieat agonie of diſcon- 
fentment : vowing to God and their ſoules a deepreuenge- 
ment fo; that monſtrous murder; and ſo fozthwith march- 
ed towards Montment But Iacob { tapingbehbinde) aſs 
ſembled together faure handzed Charſtians , whum he con- 

\ dicted after Gautier with ſuch haft, that he ouertoke him 
beto2e he had fully got ſight of Montment; which inftant- 
ly taey had evtred without reſiſtance , had not a certapne 
Pag n eſpied them: who running into the citte, gaue king 
Gorbant warning of t eit app-oach. He (vpon the firſt 
notice, muſtered all his barons together , and iſſued out to 
mete the Cheiſtians, who then were within a league of 
the towne walls. 


3 The Pagans being oꝛdered in battell, ſaid amongſt 
themſelues: Alas, alas, thete Cyziffiang are come to thep; 
funcralles ; foz fith Meruine is dead it is impoſſible foz 

ö them euer againe to ſe a day of conqueſt. They were to 
the number of an hr-ndzed thouſand, and thus quartered: 
Griffoy bare the enſigne of Mahomet, and had thirtie 
thouſand , King Bandus had other thirty thouſand , and 
Criffoner with a regiment to ſecond him; Gorbant with 
the reſt went beloꝛe. The Chꝛiſtians had o2dered them⸗ 
ſclues , though not ſs huge , pet full ag ſtrongly: and thus 
Gautier, afterincouragements to his ſonnes, put ſputres 
to his heꝛſe, and gaue the firſt charge on the Pagans and 
the filk he incountred he bare dead to the ground . the ſe⸗ 
cond he cut off by the head, after him an ot er, ane a: 9- 
ther, and deſiCing fil x. fel by his ſwoꝛd befoze him. At this 
began aclamozous noiſe ( greaterthan thunder from hew 

nen,) 
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nen.) and the battell was mightily confuſed, Gorbant 
if his armes had beene excellently imployed , his vertue in 
valure had inherited alittle better than exceilent. 

But letting his ded paſſe, we will ſpeake of Iacob, wha 
lolo wing Gautier with foure hundzed Choiſtans,and ſ&- 
ing the fearetulncfſe and hugeneſle ofthe battell, ſaid vnto 
his ſouldiers; Gentlemen , this day it behwueth vs to be 
molt cixcumſpect what we take in hand, you do ſe the rare 
mightines of the battell, and the equalitie of puiſſance: let 
vs then aduiſe our ſelues what way is beit oz our generall 
pzofit, which (in my conccipt is this, A hileſt the two 
armies are thus cqually buſied, we will aNenlt the towne 
now vtterly bndelended, and making our entrance there⸗ 
in, put man, woman and child to the ſwoꝛd, that will not 
fall downe and adoze the name of Chꝛiſt Jeſus . To this 
(with clamours) they all agreed , and fozthwithentred the 
Towne which was left vngarded, andbeganne to put to 
the (w92d all with whom they tncountred, But the feare- 
full people ſone rend2ed to miercte , and accepted a ſetond 
baptiſme. Then Iacob went to thecaſtle of Turgon with 
his followers, where he found Gayda and Barrant her li- 
tle ſonne, ſurnamed the Cruell, and Berea : to whom la- 
cob ſaid , Madame, great and infinite are the miſchiefeg 
that hang houering ouer thy head, ifſo fone thou haſt fo2- 
gotten pzince Mcruine , and renounced the Chꝛiſtian true 
lawe of ſaluation. Na Iacob ( ſaid Mathaburna with a 
weping face ) chivemenot , foz in my heart J adoze no- 
thing but that true God of my ſaluation : what elſe J haue 
done, this life (which onely J lone but foz his lone ) hath 
with carefulneſſe dzawne me hereto. You make me pzowd 
qd Iacob, with theſe woꝛds: know then, Ih uetaken 
(with theſe my followers ) both the towne and this cafe ; 
wherefoze J will le aue two hundꝛedto garn you, and with 
the tell returne to the great bal tell. * 

is 


19 
1 % 
1 1 
1 
5 
4 : 
4 : . 
4 . % 
mmm 


— — 


f 24 . . eee nenn IEEE. 
FL [3 . ” , 


2 
7 
” 
»1 
” 


Y 4 

» + 
> » 
82 
0 U 
6 
* ö 
9 


IIA 
— 2 —— — d—S 


< 

. r 
— AX 
| * 
n 


HE.” 2&7 £77, he 7 - 
— 4 : „ e 5 4 
n - 
" — — Z 5 m 
a k oy - . . , = = 


—— — —_ — — 
Ped the - 
> ” * 
£ 
6a 4 © 


8 


£ 


. © - 
= ob 


a. ww ESE x * 
o _ = 
wars As IS > 
1 * «> 4 * 


rr 
T/ 


woot - hobef - Habel = Bo 
k — 
nn 


1 
© 


L 
is. % 


> 


— 
o = 


„ f 


246 
The {; ond Part of 


This ſaid , he toke his leane , and (after ſafe az der ta- 
ken fo2 the Towne and Caſtle) he returned to the tumult, 
where he ſhewed hiniſelfe to be a molt reſolued andcoura- 
gedus gentleman, whoſe reſolation when Gautier ſawe, 
he commended exceedingly . with pꝛomiſe of great honozs, 
My Toꝛd, ſaide Iacob , my beginning hath beene better 
than my pzoceding , foꝛ J haue taken voth the citty, and 
Turgon . 7lherefozeif you doubt pour ſucteſſe, pou may 
make your retraite therein, foz it is your owns aſſured, 
Glhen Gautier heard this he daunced foz top, and in that 
place created him knight, killing his cheke, and pzaying 
foz his endleſle god loꝛtunes. Iacob ſo pꝛowo with theſe 
borours,that the firft pagan that he met he ſent dead to the 
ground, and then ruſhing mts the heart of the army, made 
wondzous deſtrucions : which king Gorbant beholding, 
inraged he ranne againſt him, and gane him ſuch a blow, 
that he felled him to the eatth: by means whereof the god 
Iacob was taken pꝛiſoner, and nolo came the battell to the 
extreameſt hazard, foz the Pagans being an hundzed thou⸗ 
ſand, and the Chziftians but twelue thouſand the greater 
number pzcnailed, wherefoze Gautier tommaunded a te- 
trait to be ſounded, and ſo ret ired into the citie: at the ſight 
whereof Gorbant teze his haire and was madly inraged, 
not leauing to aſſault the towne on each five, but in vaine, 
fo; in his deſpight it was ſtrongly maintained. hen as 
armes and fury was laid at reſt, Gautier went to the pal⸗ 
lace, where repoſing himlelfe he made it. quirie fo; Iaceb.,., 
but not any could tell of him oz his foztune. God God ſaid 
he ſhall we loſe that god knight? is it poſſible that vertue 
ſhould ſo ſons vaniſh 4 and with that bee ſhed teares fo} 
affection . This while Guyon went to Guyda, and ta- 
king her by the hand, ſaid, Faire Ladp, how comes your 
fo:tune ts bale you into this coaſt? and whoſe is this in- 
fant you beate with you? Ah Guyon ſaid ſhe,it is my ſon : 

but 
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but I pꝛap you , how doth your bzother Bertran? O he 
was mightily falſe to me at Damaſcus , when leaning me 
alone beeſfzmed moze his ſwwo2D, than mine honour, fo: 
batefull reuenge whereof J inſtantly married king Gor- 
bant his arcateſt encmp» Thus ſhe diſcourſed her aduen⸗ 
tures toGuyon , whileft her huſband and Griffoy with⸗ 
out thecity , ſtode tearing their haires fo2 their lolles. Af- 
ter ſome coaſultations held, they ſent foz Iacob, and tolde 
him that it he would go to Pontment. and petſuade Gau- 

tier to ſend him foꝛth of the city his wife end pong ſon, he 

would deliner all the chzuſtian pꝛiſoners that were that day 

taken. Iacob glad of theſe wozbs (fo he inightily feared 

death) ſaid, willingly J will perfo2me thy deſire, ſo I may 

haue mffictent pledge ſoz the trueth of thy pꝛomiſe. Then 
CGorbanttalled Bandus, Griffoy, and Grifonet, ans ſent 
them fo2 yoTages ol his wozd : ſo they came ita Mont⸗ 
ment, and finding (autier in the pallace, Iacob deliue⸗ 
red the meſſage o Gorbaut, which was inclt welcome to 

Gautier, who del:ucred to Iacob, Guyda, and Barant, md 
detaind the pledacs (02 his teturne, who comuung to Gor- 
bant with a comely renuerence, deltuered them ts theiric2d, 
who on thother part deliui ted vnts hun all the Chzſtiang 
that were pziſoncrs , whom he bzought triumphantip into 
thecitie, and enfranchiſed the hoſtages, who ſolcupnelp 
ſwoze by Mahonict , neuet toraile their tents tilthey had 
once againe made themſelues commaunders ofthe Cittie: 
but their vowes were witneſſes againſt them, ſoz Gautier 
night and day ſo ſouldier · like defended the towne , that all 
their alſſaults pꝛoued vtterly fruſfcate : and ſo we wil leaue 
a while to ſpeake moze of them. and returne to Bertran and 
Drohes, whom we left impziſened at Minoꝛ, and dad ſs 
continued th2& peres, during which ſpace they were by the 
beautifull Singlay both regarded, faucured and eſtæmed, 


baning their deſires accompliſhed as ſone as they — 
de kite, 


a — 
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deftre, ſomightily did che lone Bertran, and ſo willing ſhe 
was her wul thould make it manifeſt, onely their eſcape 
that could not be inuented, ſo great was the enuie of the 
nation againſt them. 


e 
F 


ar. V. 


Of the gallant life that Bertran and Drobes led in Mi- 
nor. 2 Of the Tourney which was proclaimed for 
the loue of Smg/ay, 3 Of the priuate wonders Bey- 
tran did. 


Dyouſly , andeuenin the height ofcontent- 
| mientligedBertran and Drohes paiſoners in 
; | the citte Pinoꝛ F _—— attended on by 


2 whoſe ſecretie excnded the pꝛiuateſt coniec- 
ture. cingla was the loue of Bertran, and Adain the 
lone of Drohes , foz whoſe ſakes they effected whatſoener 
could be deſired « In this ſame time there arrtaed at $Þt- 
no2 an Amballadour from Montment, who repozted to 
Mermont, the taking of his city by Gorbant, and the loſls 
of it againe to Gautier and his it}. ſons, which when he vn⸗ 
derſtod, he went to Butor , and held a councill how they 
might recouerit : and in thend agreed to craue aid of all the 
pagan kings at that time ſuruimng, which they did, and 
gainedinfinites, amongſt which came one gallant Gentle- 
man the ſonne of king Belmarinc of the age of eightene 
Pealts, 
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rares, who bzought with him eighteene thonſand, and had 
to name Baham, exteeding wiſe , and highly renowmed 
fo; deedes of armes, and feates of tenowmed chiualtie, be 
was mightily inamoured with the beauty of Singlay, and 
demaunded her in marriage, but ſhee negleged his ſuite,[ha- 
ningno other thought, but what ſhe bozrowed from the 
modi excellent Bertran. But Baham not omitting any 
thing that might inflame the colvneſſe of her affection,cau- 
led a folemne tourneament to bee pzoclaimed befoze the 
chamber ot his heartes miſtreſſꝛ the faireſt Singlay , tothe 
end that ſhee might beholde his pzswefſe , Thither reſoz- 
ted many redouted pagans to the iuſts that were in the ho⸗ 
no; ofSinglay , the whileſt Maraurt her ener-hating bzo⸗ 
ther tozmented his thoughtes, with buſping chem to find 
ont the reaſon, why the diſdained a man of:fo god a pertec · 
tion: and in the end concluded, that ol neceſlitie. hee,either 
loued ſome pagan pꝛince, oz ſome chziſtian, fo; ſhee was a 
woman, and women will lone, and no doubt but ſhee was 
in loue. With that Bertran entredintohis mind, who then 
was his filters p2iſoner : ſo that hee ſwoze by Mahom et it 
was ſo, and no otherwiſe : wherefe2e vppon the day of the 
tourneament the trattour pztuately hid hunſelfe in his ſiſfers 
thamber, not ſcene of any one. 


2 Euen not were all the Pagans armed that came to 
that gallant ſpozt cf honour , and all the Ladies flockey 
to the windowes,to the end they might beholde the aduen⸗ 
tures; amongſt whom Singlay would not conſozt her ſelfe, 
but (aide, foz that time her chamber ſhould be her ſcaffol de: 
thither the went, and thither ſhebzought Bertran and Dro- 
kes, tobehold and laugh at what her ſelfe derided: no ſo⸗ 
ner was Bertran in her chamber, but taking Sing lay in his 
armes, he caſt her vpon a rich embꝛodered cowch, where h 


made loue rich with _—_— of loues pleaſures,and ſaidee 
Goddelle, 


- 


* 
— 


che ſecond part of 


5 Soddeſſe that guide ſtlones woꝛld in my boſome, let'the 
q combat o cur ffecivns cquali oz ſuipafle the pagans con- 
1 | flict, fe: wee are bie knights and his abſoiute champions, 

they without but ſhadowes cf loitth ceremontes. This 

ſatd, he loci her in his artncs, and with Kites and thoſe 

deughts that ca de hiſſes, woed tillthey both were con» 
: queted. Drohes onthe other ſide was not behind with his 
8 triumph, making Adain bluſh and ſweare ſhe was by 
| 


loues power conquered. Qlas,alag, ai this while they little 
imagined the trait our Marant to be in her chamber , who 
like a dumbe miſchiefe lay and noted all that paſſed between 
them. Row hauing done dalliance the Ladies went tothe 
windowes to behold the iuſtes, and the twa Linights be- 
binde them, crying apme to others vertues , till ſuch time 
| that a Herault at armes ranne crying vp and downe the 
| field that Belmarine Baham had vanquiſhed all commers, 
and to haue no equall in the deedes ofknighthod, When 
Singlay had heard the king at armes make this pꝛoclama- 
tion, the ſmiling ſaid to Bertran, Loke what a gallant. 
p2ince Y have refuſedfo2 your loue, dzawing vpon me the 
wzath of my fathec fo: neglecting his offer, whoſe equall 
fo: chtualutie lines not betwirt this aud #Frandis. Bertran 
to this ſpeech made no reply, but the aide of Adain , who 
foꝛ Drohes ſoue would hazard any thing, be withdzew him 
ſelfe, pziuately gote armour, and an excellent bozſe, onthe 
which being mounted, hee trotted to the place where the 
iuſts were ſolemi.tzeÞ : whoſe fürſt oppꝛoch Singlay ſeuere⸗ 
ly noted and called to Bertran, but Adain told het he was 
gone to his ſolitary chamber a little troubled in heart, inten⸗ 
ding koz ſome houres to giue repoſe to his vnquiet: at that 
Singlay turned her ſweete ſpeech to Drohes aud ſaid, See 
faire night what a comelp champion is newly entred the 
Liſts, beleeue me, this perſon pꝛomiſeth wonders, but his 
vad furniture ſaieth hee ſhoulde be pnze in vertue , beleene 
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me, inaruell whencc he came. Bavam ( ſaid Adain) that 
beft knew the aduentare, the kouleſt Muſcle hath the rich» 

eſt peatle, and a Diamond ſet in yzon , ismoze pꝛetious 
than a perle in golde with the curiouſeſt wozkemanſhip the 
pouerty ot bis armes map couer a vertuous ſpirit, and hee 
map pzoue moꝛe redoubted than the bell in the allemblie, 
thereloze doe not blame, but attend his faztune. Neither do 
J. (ſaide Singlay) pet giue me leaue to ſmile at the at- 
tempt,foz his bad fuintſhed e ſtate muſt na des cauſe laughs 


tet. 


As they were thus talking Baham of Belmarine ſet 
- (ozth himſelfe to the iuſts „ but would not runne againf 
Bertran, becauſe the bandes of his furmture was an affu- 
rance (as he thought / ok no defence, and his death no pꝛice 
of honour ; pet notwithffanding Bertran thzuſt hunſelfe 
fo ward: which Boham ſeing ſaid to his companion, there 
is no remedy but J muſt incounter pond ſilly{halfe armed 
creature, wherefoze J will onely onerth2o\ve him from his 
bozſe, and that ſhall be his penance. MNhich ſaiwe,he put 
ſpurres to his beaſt , and Bertran on the other fide mette 
him with ſuch an incounter, that lighting vppon Bahams 
bʒeaſt with his launce, he aucrtheew hozſe and man to the 
ground backward; at which the Ladies laughed erceedings 
ly, and Singlay ſering the blow, laughed much moze than 
any other, ans calling Drohes ſaid, Tellmeſwetc knight 
how ſhall J take this to ſer a poze halte armed villaine o- 
nerthzow my loue, he that hath pꝛoteſted theſe Armes in 
mine honour? Madam (ſatd Drohes) he is a vi laine that 
villainolly effectteth any thing, but this poꝛe vaſſall hath 
done it with ſuch vertue, that of fozce he muſt be a Gentle- 
man; and ſurely hee thet with ſach poze eccomplements 
bꝛings to paſſe ſuch wonders , what would he doe were her 


toxally adozned in compleat perfection? Tis true, fis true 
R 2 laid 
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(ſaid Adain who dzawing Drohes aſide, repozfed fo him, 
that it was Bertran and the occafion of the aduenture ; at 
which Drohes changed colour and was ſomewhat gri 
ſo that conuning to Sing lay be humbly deſired her that ha 
might be armed. that if au mich unce ſhould befall them, 
that he might be «ble to vefend her, ſhe i ſtantly conſenteo, 
and he was armed, vowing it any croſſe chaunc? befel Ber. 
tran, he would be his partaker. Bertran by this time had 
oucrthzowne thꝛe Uings, and Bahamthat was remountey, 
home Bertran twice had ouerthzowne , ſwoze by Maho. 
met the third time to trie his lucceſſe againſt the poze ar⸗ 
med creature: which doing , Bertran cuetthzew him with 
ſuch vebemencte , that with the fall he bzake one of his 
legges aſunder,leaning him on the ground dead to al mens 
imaginations, ſo that the Meraults with one voyce cryed 
the poꝛe armed knight is the moſt valianteſt knight in the 
world. 

When Singlay heard this honourable exclamation, ſhe 
deſired Adain to call Bertran to behold the poꝛe Knight ; 
ſhe replicd that he was at his reſt, and it world offend him 
to be diſturbed. Powe whileſt every one was bufied a- 
bout Baham , Bertran departed ont of the liſtes vnpertep⸗ 
nedof any one but onely A dain, who went viito him and 
helped to vnarme him, and bꝛought him to Singlay , who 
fearefall of his health, aſked him how he fared . Madame 
ſatoe he better than befoze . J am glad(ſaid ſhe) but Jam 
ſozy you were not hece , where pou might haue ſtene a man 
all in ruſty bꝛoken halfe-armingarmour, that hath bozne as 
way the p213e, and wounded Y2ince Baham. Bow Mas 
dam ( ſat ſhe ) wounded Paince Bahan your Ladiſhips 
loue 2 What, he with whome not any may compare: 
O miracle! By my life ( ſaide ſhe ) it is moſt true, Ba- 
ham was thzice moſt villainoufly ouerthzowne. O Pas 
dani { (aide her) the topall habite maketh not therich man. 

no 
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no rich Armes a valiant Knight : and thoſe that offeneff 
. Ghewthelight of countenaunce , ſeldome haue the ſunne of 

Spirite. This doe J ſpeake fo ſhew, that an vnlikelieman 
vertuous, is woꝛthier than an adozned dull ſpirited. After 
manie other ſpeeches vttered, they roſe and vent vnto the 
p2iſon , and the traitetous Marant, when he ſawe his time 
iſued out of the chamber, and repozted thoic things which 
after returned to ſuch miſchiefe vpon himſelfe, that it was 


the ende of all his glozie. 


DOLLY, 
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CHAP. VI. 


3 How Marant accuſed his filter Singlay, 2 Ho] Her- 
tran made the Pagans beleeue hee would renounce 
chriſtianitie, 3 How he vndertooke to combate a- 


gainſt M1 Arai, 


al the pagan Pꝛintes were, and after humble 
l reuerence Bone to Bing Butor his father, be 
& © tokehim afite , and diſcoutſed al that had 

'*- pallſedbetwirt his ſiſter t Bertran, oz Dro- 
hes and Adain ano the wholeoccurrents of that dapes agt- 
on. Marant ſaide the king, ſhall J afſure my ſelfe this is 


frue thou repozteſt.* UWith that he (woze by an infinite 
A 3 nunibe 
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: mum ber ofoathes. that it was moſt true; and in the midt 
, e his pzoteſtations A dain paſſed by that way , and heard 
; hun „wb ich bzed no little ſozrow in ber ſoule , who com- 
ming to Singlay , tolde her, that both they and their loues 
5 were no lee than dead, foz all their an:ons were knowne 


to the Tina herfather , by ber truell b2zorher damnable Ma-. 
rant. Singlay af the firſt was vehemently penũue, but in 
the end, taking relolution to her, grew cateleſſe, and gaue 
her mtezagement, ſaping, I bane aduiſed my ſelfe ofa 
meane fo2 our delttcry , 7 will pzelently goe to my bed, 
and with tozmenting agonp compialne my ſelfe and ſap, 
that mp bzother Marant would nedes make wzacke of 
mine honour and defloure mee, which foz that J would 
not conſent vnto . J will affirme he hath ſoꝛe wounded,and 
Gamefully intreated me and to make it the mozecredible, 
JF \will all to be ſoife my face with bioud, and y au alſo ſhall 
doe the like, anuming, that becauſe you came to my ſuc⸗ 
tour, therefoze bee inflicted this ertreame iniſery. Madame 
ſaid Adain ) better cannot betrucnted. Zhen Singlay 
(taking a ſtrong thzeo bound her fingers and paickt them, 
making abundance of blod iſſue fm2th , Wi which the 
Gained the ercellencie of Nature puiting in p2acniſe all her 
| determination. And then e ſent Adain to thep2 Loues 
do aduertiſe them thereof; cyarg:nothem that if the pa⸗ 
gann did eramme them, they (hould kaine to denye their 
Chafttan Religion, Adain did all her tommaundement, 
and the Knights conſented : then the returned to Singlay, 
who lay in her bed allblodie, faining thoſe infinite geſtures 
of ſozrow , that even Þo2row bunſ lic was deteaued with 
her languoz. Adain ſeconded aud kept the burden to her 
diſtemperatute, making ſo iuſt a conco2d, that no epe could 
diſcerne their diſſumulatton. By this time Bing Butor 
(incenſed by Marants ſpeaches) had called the Muane 
Bother, and told her of all what hee had euer heard; de⸗ 
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fring her fs goe vnto her Daughter ans trie her, and re⸗ 
turne her anſwere. he Nucne ( ſighing at theſe ſpeas 
ches) went to the pong Ladies chamber, whom ſhe found 
almoſt franticke with ſoꝛrow, and bꝛought almoſt to talke 
idly with the tediouſnes of waping : when He beheld her, 
ſhe wondꝛed and deſired (without fiction) to know the true 
tauſe of her toꝛ ment. Ya Madame (aid ſhe ) the cauſe 
let me conceale, foz twill mad both you and my father : A. 
las, alas, one of the neeteſt of mp Ainne is the wonnver of 
my foztunc, At this, the Queene grew mo2e deſfrons, and 
commannved her to repozt the truth without feare. Ma⸗ 
dame (ſaid Singlay) be not then offended, and 3 will ſpeak 
what to none (but your ſelſe I dw Qſyeake ; and then ſhe 
repoꝛted from popnt to poput as befoze thee was deterimts 
ned, How her Bzother Marant had infozced her, and 
flaine her honour , at ſuch time as the Juſtes were held by 
Baham, and at his departure ſwoʒe by all the Gods, that 
if wee ex claimed, his ſwoꝛd ſhould make vs fozencr ſpeak⸗ 
ing. To pou Dadame haue J opened the wound of my 
ſhame, foz Gods ſake bee careſull : *ai.d god Latte Po- 
ther with all ſpeede ſende mee Calyph the Arch / ll unine to 
confeſſe me,fo2 death J know) ts mp poꝛtion, and J de⸗ 
fire to dyc purifſed, though not vnſt uned: ndd as ſhe thus 
ſpake, there fle we headiong fiom her heart ſuch pzofound 
heart - wounding ſighes, that the chamber ecchoed her la⸗ 
mentations. The Qurene calling to minde the ablence 
of Marant at the Triumph ) tnTartly gaue credite to her 
ſpeach, and ſwoꝛe he would deariy rue hig villame ; wher- 
foze going to the King, Cee omitted nothing, buf doubſed 
her repezts with moſt vehement per wallons of Ukel.nes. 
{The Bing ſcemed hardly to beleeue, that nature to it ſelfe 
would be ſo monſtrous, and thercioze went with Mermont 
to her chamber and beheld her; where ſhe conſoꝛted ſo mas 


nit teates with ſo manie fighings, as was ablt to pierce a 
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wall of Adamant: pet the King charged her of counterfat- 

tingiaiHod, and that her deceipt was but to ſmother the 

| villanies ſhe pꝛactiſed with the Ch2ilttans. At theſe words 

| ſhee powzed a floud of teares from her eyes, and bade his 

Maieſtie think as he pleaſed ; but Mahomer(tn whom the 
a᷑fled knew her innocence. At this the kings departed, and 
ſent fo2 Marant, whome they accuſed of this high kreaſon 
agaialt kind and nature. v ut he with vehement oaths de⸗ 
uled it offering to coubat againſt an heaſt of men that 
durſt alcule bim; auerting beſtde his kozmer accuſatton to 
be true, ſoꝛ his epes 32d beheld theu villante: and that al- 
ſo hæ deſired to mant aine by word 02 combat in the pze- 
ſence of all his N ztnces and Barons This reſolution was 
commented, pet was ye comnutted co pation, t il Singlay 
was eramined ; who beeing ſent fo2 once mc2e befaze the 
Bing was charged of her fozmer guile: and demaunded 
why the entertained the Tharſttans into her pꝛiuate cham⸗ 
ber? To which ſhe replied, Deare father, it was pour Ma⸗ 
iclt;cs p!caſure that thep ſhould be in my gaard. to ſeerfJ 
could petſwade them to renounce their opinione, and bes 
come obedient ſuſtainers sf our Lawe : to which end Jof- 

| ten ſent foz them and argued in pꝛiuate and haue now kul- 
ly effected pour V1ghnelle wil, and bꝛought them vtterlp to 
deme Chziſt:anitie. 


2 Butor (whom theſe ſpeeches made mo2e then well 
pleaſed cxpelled w2ath from his countenance , and (atdz 
Fire Daughter, if thou haſt done thus, thou haſt worme 
my loue toʒ euer. Then fo2thwith he ſent tonne Knights 
to fetch Bertran and Drohes beioze him, which they did; 
and as thep went, at euerie pꝛoteſtation they made, they 
call Mahomet their God to witnes, and the pagans hears 
ing them, Mounted fog top of their conuerſion. hen they 
came into the Pallace befoze King Butor, they fell an theit 


knees, 
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knees, and Berttan fitſt ſaid ; Mahomet our great god ves 
fend your ÞPaieſtie ; Know then ſacred ling, that J am 
come a repoꝛter of a great mpzacle , which our God Ma- 
homet wond2onuſly haty reuealed, and thus it is: T his 
night in a viſion appeared our hcly pꝛophet Mahomet vn⸗ 
to me and in this manner (pake ; Lertran, 3 do greatly 
reiopc in thy conueruon, be ſtiong in thy faith, and con- 
tinue wp exalter: foz reward whereof, when thou riſeſt, 
goe thy \pay vito Butor, and (op that J cammaund him 
to giue the in marrioge his kalte daughtec Singlay, whom 
the tratteroue Mara et duung the time of the Zuſtes 
moſt demi biy would haue ramched : and be holde, that 
thau detend het againſt his traiterous pꝛactiſes with thoſs 
meals, With which ty the Tournep J b2ake the leg 
07 Ballaam, and oucrth2ew bun there (eucrall times to the 
carth, becauſe (by bis pꝛide) he alptred to eniop Singlay. 
Zell bun Ml o, that befoze 3 departed, J ouerth:ew all 
whoſccuer ſet their putiCance againſt me, whileſt that the 
whole malttiude cried : Boncur to him in the bzoken ar⸗ 
mour. Chis L2eina ſaid, inufGbly he departed: and what 
be gaue me in charge. 1 aue dellucted to pour Maieſtie. 
Ahen Butor bad vad him he (aid bnto Mermont: By 
Mahomet Bertran hath laid molt true fo it caulo be no o⸗ 
ther but Mahomet that this day ſo wonderfully pꝛeuailed; 
let all things be as hee will, foz it is our great gods pleas 
ſure , who J know) is incenſed againſt Baham and Ma- 
rant. 


3 Then calling Bertran, hee aſked him if hee would 
combat fo2 his daughters innecencis ? Moſt willingly ſaid 
he, and chiefly when my God commaundeth , who will be 
arocks of defence in my iuſt quarrell . This ſatd, the king 
went to his daughter , andemb2acing her, he bade her rr- 
uine her ſpirits, foꝛ ſhe ſhould hane zuſtice and 17 te 
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b20ther were faulty, he ſhe und die line a traitoz: (o2 he pꝛe⸗ 
ferred Right befoꝛe atute. Then was Marant bought 
fo;th , who vtterlp denied the crime wherewith hee was 
accuſed, dell ing no other pꝛoſe but his ſwoꝛd and J uſtice. 
The place ofbatteil imme dlatelp was appaintes, and they 
commaunded to be atme: whereſoze Bertran beſought 
the king, that he might haue his armes andſwoꝛd doltueres 
him, which was done to Bertrans exteeding gedcontents 
ment, who in his pꝛiuate ſoule made a ſolempne pꝛaper to 
the true God of life to atde him, and not to be offended at 
his diſgutling, ſering that with Inſidels ſaith is leaſt to be 
regarded. Now when hee was at all points pꝛepared, 
Drohes ſaid; Courage d zince Bertran, fo2 two ſuch as 
Marant this day ſhall not pꝛeuaile againſt thee: he is pers 
fectly knowne a traito2 , and his freafon againſt Meruine 
is yet a teffimony : let tha! be thy hearts quarrell, and that 
ſhall giue thee honour with victozte. Tis true, tis true, ſaid 
Bertran , and J haue wꝛit it on the table of my memoꝛie. 
Then mounted he on his hozſe, and Drohes deliuered him 
bis launce : then hs trotted tb the Liſtes', where he foand 
Marant armed at all points, and erpecting his comming. 
At whoſe appꝛoach Bator deſcended, and aſked it their cau⸗ 
ſes were iuſt oz 119 2 And they both anſtwered they were. 
Then the trumpets ſounded, and they charged sach other; 
Marantbzake his launce, but Bertrans blow came with 
ſuch ſarte , that he ſtrake himfrom his hozſe to the ground 
backeward : then, hauing finiſhed his carere , he turned 
with his (wo20 tit his hand agatnT Marant, who as pet 
was not ciſen, and ſatd : What Marant, wilt theu indure 
any mozeof this battell? O no, ſaid Marant, who then 
was newlp riſen : pet 4 pzay the heare what J ſhall ſay, 
Speakequickly then laid Bertran, and J ſhall attend tha. 
Pꝛince Bertran, ſaid Marant, J pꝛap the euen fo2 mine 
honozs ſake, faine thou haſt ſeene our God Maliomet, — 

that 
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that he commaundeth a truce bet wene vs, and thou ſhalt 
haue both my liſe and power at ?Hy commannve:rient:then 
will J make thy peace with the Bing my father, thou th elt 
eſpouſemp ſiſter, and J will liue and blefc2 eucr thy vaſs 
ſaile. as J liue, and by Mahomet, quuth Bertran, moſt 
willinglp F will, if thou wilt ſo farre pzcuatie with thy fas 
ther, that he will deliner P2ince Meruine from his mon⸗ 
ſtrous infoztune. Alas aniwered Maranr, it is vtterlp into 
poilible , foz the pꝛiſon wherem he liues is ſuch pea and ſo 


»& 1 


ſtrange, as there is not any ſo ſubtill oz foztunate , that 
can appꝛoch it. vnieiſe they ſprake with his ka pec, who is 
no man but en ap zie diuell, with whom encep my father 
hath conference touching his impꝛilonment. $ZUben Ber- 
tran heard him ſap thus, he whiſ»erd to himſelfe: By hea⸗ 
nen [et pagans are all diuelles, theretoze & not take 
one of them to wetty: whereupon uttung phie [wozd, 
and thinking to diſpatch the traitoz, he ſtared his hand and 
delcen ed from his hoꝛſe, leſt Marant ſhould flap him vn⸗ 
der hun and Marancin the me ane ipace, got the ttuncheon 
ot a lance, thinking thee with to thzuſt hun thazow : but 
he failed vv means ct Zertransreturne who with his 
sword gane hin itch a blowe , that Hee felled hun to the 
ground, and then leapuig vpon him, be diſarmed his head 
from his ſhou!ders , ſo that his ſoule tozimke her vn hallo⸗ 
wed mankon : and in that tame moment, both it and hig 
body were miraculouſty bo2ne thence inte het! to the eare⸗ 
full ter tog of allthe beholders, who concluded him to be 
erecrable and damned This finiſhed, Butor came and 
emb2aced Bertran, gite him Singlay ta wiſe, donig him 
ali the hauoz poſſible : Mermont did as much, and all the 
other Pagan pꝛinces, making a feſtiuall fo2 his conuerfion 
in religion. Ozeat banquets were made, and Bertran 
was ſet at the Table next to the king, who vauuted, that 


now there was not a kingdome in chꝛiſtendome which hee 
Would 
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wonid not conguer. Then kiſſing his daughter, he bleſſed 
the time ofher generation ſaying : Now the ſhould be the 
Cmpzcile of the wozld, fo2 her huſband with twenty thou- 
ſand gallants he would gine htm, ſhould pꝛeſently goe con- 
quer France. She was pꝛowd to heare thoſe ſpeaches , vet 
neither in ſhew noz in woꝛds would expzeſſe it; but pꝛote⸗ 
ſted, that if it had not bin Mahomets commaundement, 
ſhe neuer would haue married, Then was Caliph the Fla⸗ 


mine called fo, who incontinentip married them, accozd- 


ing to the old pꝛophane cuſtomes of Mahomet. 


Ao. Vil 


1 How Fertran .and Drohes (vnder the pretence of Pa- 
ganiſme) brought fortie thouſand Pagans before 
Montment; 2 How the moſt part of them were 
there confeunded and put to che ſword. 


Bus vnder the veile of infidelitte) 
; 8 | Bertran and Drohes abuſed the 
1agnans, who verelp ima gined, 

that they had renounced Chꝛiſt 
N | Jeſus : but it fell out farre other- 
wiſe , as pou ſhall vnderſtand. 
hen Bertran had eſponſed Sin- 
glay, doubt not of the Koyall ſo⸗ 
: 2 2 lempnities, which continued foz 
the ſpace of eight dayes : at the end whereof , Butor de- 
huered to him ſoꝛtie thouſaud reſolued men at armes, and 
deficedhim ( with all expe dition) to goe aide the mightie 
king 
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king Gorbant, who had ſo the peares lated lege againſt 
Pontment, but could not pꝛeuaile. To this he willingt y 
conviſcended , (wearing withall , that he and Drohes alſo 
would. exalt Mahomet, where pet neuer any God was 
adozed : but my Lozd, quoth he, Jhambly beſeech pou 
befo2e J goe, let me (ee the pꝛiſoner Meruine , and on my 
life J will alſo connert him againeto out true religion. 
ſonne quoth Butor , deſite it not, foz it is altogether im⸗ 
poſſible , becauſe, tf J doe graunt, it is mp death ; in that 
aue pzomiſ.y ſo much to the diuell Mutafier, who daily 
anminiftreth vnto him, and effecteth what is fit foz his be⸗ 
ing. Then ſaid Bertran, J will no moze deſite it. ſomu- 
ſtering vp his men, be veparted from Minoz, Singlay, 
Adain, Drohes and Mermont going with tant, hoping of 
that which was without hope, IJ mcane to regame his cit. 
tie. ©0 continuall was therr march t hat nou they ate 
tome to Bꝛandis, where they reſted themſelues that night, 
in which Drohes al ked Bertran , what courſe they ſhoult 
take to deſtrop thoſe dogges, thaſe vnbcltentng infivotels: 
Inſtantly ſaid Berrran, J know not, but we will pziuatly 
gue my father notice, and hee ſhall come td'guc:ſuccour. 
hen Adain heard them who was nete to king Gorbãt, 
the ſaid ; Punces wꝛite pour Letters and vpan my ſoule 
J will ſafely deliuer them, and in this maner : Kno'p that 
king Gorbant is mine vnckle, and J ener haue bm right 
deare in his ſigh; : to whom z will declare that Jam ſent 
inpꝛmat to vnderſtand theſtate ot the chꝛiſtians in Mont⸗ 
ment, and how that you are comming by ſea to ſuctoʒ him. 
I know he will belæue we, and (without contradution) 
let me paſſe careleſſe of any thing. Then moze, J wil . 
perſtpade him to march fozth to meete and teceiue pou: 
which done, J will pale into Montment, de liner pour let⸗ 
ters to your father, and make mx tetut ne ( with all ſyer de 
backe againe. They all highly commended the ſtratagem 

and 
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and diſpatched her away onely with one Attendant , who 
was a Pagan. All whatſoeuer ſhe pzomiſed ſhe per dꝛmed, 
and abuſed Gorbant with falſe top , went vato Gautier, 
deliuered the letters, and was ropally receiued Then did 
Gautier goe with his th2& ſonnes to counſaile, and thus 
concluded; That they would {end to Gorbant, and faigne 
to deltuer vp the towne , on condition that they might haue 
leaue quietly to paſſe into Fraunce : making him belieue 
their ponerty was ſo great, they caald no longer indure 
warres furie : which when be vnderſt indes, he will fall to 
bis regardleſſe humo z. Zhen ſhall Bertran and Drohes 
cauſe great Feaſts and }Sanquets to be made: during 
whole Cuppes and Triumphs we will with all our powers 
(fue tfozty ; and. it fotune fanour vs, make an end of our 
bad foztunes . This agrees vpen they deliuered it to A- 
dain, who taking her le ue departed, In the means ſpace, 
Gautier diſpatcht other letters ts Gorbam, who had then 
(with all the ropall triumph could bee inuented) receined 
Bertran , Drehes, and the othcr Pagans. At which feaſt, 
Guyda toe her ſonne Sarant aſide, and ſaide; Deare 
lonne. wilt thon not accuſe me, and z will tell ther a ſe⸗ 
(ret : which ſaue to thy ſelfe , hall neuer be knowne to any 
creatmehuing ?. By Mahomer Mother ((aid the youth) 
J will not. Then know, ſaid ſhe, that this famous pꝛinte 
Bertran , wuhoſe ſunne· light ſtainet h all the galkants about 
him, he euen he, and not Gor baut, is thy father; he begot 
thee ofme at Damaſcus, long etre J ſawe king orbant: 
and foz leauing me in that eſtate, 4 toke diſpleaſure, and 
wedded as thou ſeſt. Madame (ſaid Barant) ge is a vil⸗ 
laine, and hath done mot damnably: but it he belicue not 
in Mahomet eur God, ers long tune J will be his mur- 
derer, becauſe he ſhall not ſcandall me with the name of a 
baſtarv. Turning theſeſpcaches Adain came and ſaluted 
King Gorbanr : afterher Gautiers Amb1ſadour, who 
pzeiented 
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pꝛeſented his Loꝛds letters, Thich when Gorbant had 
read, he cried, Pagans reiopte, foz befoze t wa dayes be 
compaſſed, we will becommaunders ofthecifte : Gautier 
offers fo veliver it, ſo he may ſafely returne into France, 

but it is not our pleaſute, foz neither he, noz unp of his ad⸗ 
herents (hall eſcape vnpuniſhed. Thus did king Gorbant 
boaft, who little knew the news that Adain bzought, who 
pztuately deliueted a letter vnto Bertran from his father: 
which when he had read he ſhewd it to Drohes, then they 

two agred to arme themſelues vnder their dublets, which 

they did, and then went into king Gorbants tent, deſiring, 

that fo2 the happines of the news there might be a feſtinal 
pꝛoclaimed, and ſolempne banquets and Jabilies made 
thzough all the campe, with pzoclamation, that toz that fl 
day ns man, on paine ol death, ſhould put on an armour, oz 
weare a \wo2y, but conſecrate all his deds with mirth to 
Mahomet. Gorbant thought this motion conuenient, and 
foꝛthwith ſent his edits and pzoclamations abꝛoad, which: 


were falfii!cd, 6 


2 Gautier the holy Dane all this while was within 
Pontment p2eparing his hoaſt in a readinetle, onelp ſtap⸗ 
ing the returne of an eſpiall, whom hee had ſent to b2ing 
him woꝛd when the Pagars were ſet at dinner: Long it 
was not but he came and 52d him in the name o? Gad ilſue 
fozth, te: the Pagans were all ſet and triumphung, careleſs 
of all manner of daunger whatſoeuer . This being ſaide, 
Gautier left the citie, hauing in his army but onely tenne 
thouſand ſouldiers, which was all bis remainder , and 
made ſo great haſte, that they entred the Pagan tampe, to 
the diſmay of their aduerſarics . Gautier with his ſwozd 
naked entredinto Gorbants tent, and came cloſe to the 
table where Bertran ſate, who when he beheld his fathers 
armes, ouerth;ew the table, andcatching Cn 
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his hand which was there, he ſtrucke king Gorbant ſuch | 
a blow betwirt the necke and the ſhoulders , that be dini⸗ 
bed his head from his body. At which light all the pagang 
were amazed, but Griffoner of Damaſcus cried , Bertran 
this day, by treaſon , will be our deſtcuction : and then tas 
king Barant and gis fiſter', he fled away with twenty at- 
tendants, whom we will leaue to their flight, and returne 
to the battell, which begunne in Gorbants tent, and (@ 
generally thꝛough all the campe , in which ſcarce a Pagan 
o Sarazen ſuruined : mighty was the reſolution of Ber- 
tran, and gloztons to beho!d his valure , whom none durft 
incounter, and from whom none eſcaped. Mermont,who 
befoze time had loft his hand, ſ&ing this vnmoueable mt- 

ſerie, cried, Moe and alas we axe allbetraied, ha louely 

Singlay, thou and this Adain are miſtreſſes ofour ſozrow, 

Now by the heauenly virgin, quoth Singlay, thou haſt but 

thine owne deſerutng , fo by treaſon thou bet rapedſt vers : 

tue. and, than thy ſelfe there is not a greater trattour ; re 
member it is now twelne peares ſince thou dit de® mocke 2? 

Ch ziſtianitie, to which J am conuerted, and moſt falfly 

betrapedſt themoſt exquifite Mcruine vnto a tozmenting 

bell that hath no ending recoꝛd that nuſchiefe , and confeſſe 

what thou deſerueſt. às ſhe was thus ſpeaking , Bertran 

ruſhed in vpon Mermont, and (aide: Willaine , now thall 

thy life render me account fo the loſſe of the wo2lves paca⸗ 

gon, excellent Meruine, and then with his ar beclaue hun 

to the ſhoulders. Grittoy this ſpace accompanied with mas 

ny Pagans , fled to the ſea fo2 ſafety . whileſt the Chziſt:- 
ans ranging in their tents put all to theſwozd that remai- 

ned. In bꝛiefe, in this battell was ſlaine aboxe an hun⸗ 
dzed thouſand Pagans, & but thꝛæ and twenty chziſhans, 
and they of no other eſtame than pziuate ſouldiers:the chi- 

ftians alſo tok v. hundzed pꝛiſoners, (6 that of all the haa⸗ 
then army ſcaped but foure thouſand, which fled away with 
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Guida that ſozyowed moſt ex(remely fo; the death of Gor- 
bant her lozd and huſband, and had no tontentment but 
the eſcaps ol her yong ſonne, who ſ ware in his infancie by 
Mahomet, that the time ſhould come he would be reuen⸗; 
ged of Zertran, both fozthts, and his mothers antient ab- 
uſes, which inderd came to paſſe, fo2 he lined to be both the 
death af his father, and all his famous vnckles Bat let 
that paſſe til fitter oppoztunity of diſcourſe : now it fell out, 
that after this diſcomfitare, the Chʒiſtians did teturne to 
the Pagans pauillions, where they found infinite riches, 
which were ſo equally dinided, that the pozeft ſonldier 
got the title of a rich Merchant. After this they went inte 
the city, and made great feaſts and triumphs. then in covall 
maner was Singlay, Adain, and all the other paiſoners 
baptized, and Gautier tak an oath to purſue his enemies. 
euen to the walles of Damaſcus, but he failed, as pou (hall 


CHAP. VTII. 


Ho an Ambaſſadour came to Gautier, who brought 
him word, that the Emperour Charlemain: had de- 
ſtroyed all his country ef Denmarke 2 How Dro- 


hes went to deliuer Meruine and how Gantier arri- | 


ned at Maiance, 


SR the fir part ofthis hiſfozy ye may remem- 
hat ber, how diſcoatentedly Char!cmaine ves 

fy parted from Meruine and Gauticr, foz the 
hate of Huon of Burdeaux, whom Gautier 
then amongf his ſons maintained, and how 
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he vowed in veſpight of Gautier, to make all Paiance and 
5 Denmarke 
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Denmarke lament that euer they kneiv him. UUhich ins 
ded he did, ſo mighty was the malice then raging in him. 
Mherefoze the noble men of that counttep diſpatchea an 
anibaſladout vnto Gautier, to giut hun to under ſtandok 
tbeic troubles, who auuung at Hon{nent, and comming 
into the palace where he found his king, he ell vpen his 
knœs, aud aticr uch hoip reverence as belong to his cate 
ſaid: Pp ſacced and emperiall ſoueratune , knew that the 


thee to under land, that the great Charles of France, in 

deſpiaht hath rumed thy countrep , and bai:tſhed from thy 

court all thy xoyall conn rymen ; Wwhereioze by me thepin⸗ 

treate peur Mai ſtio, with (pede toreturne and ſtanch the 

wounds pet ktechly bleeding elſe hereafter if will be to late, 

and thou vtterly diſpollelled of a kingdome. When Gau- 

tier had heard this meſſage, he rowzed himſele, and with 

a fro'vriing geſture rep'ted, 4s I bzeathe, J will not leep 

out this intutie, but come with fuch an hoſte ag (hal make 

Charles deatelpy repent it: and then he cauſed pzoclamatt- 

on to be moe thꝛough all the citie, that enery ſouldier on 

paine of death chould inthe mozmug be ready tobe imbar⸗ 

| ked {oz Malance, which was perfozmed ; then he called Ja- 

cob, giuing vato hun the gouernement of the city and lad 

| Mathaburn, a leauing a ſufficient garriſon and taking an 
oath foꝛ his trulk and lealtie. 


2 To be bziefe, cucry one in the mozning was ready fo 
depart, but only Drohes, who refuſed, and ſaid to Gautier, 
that he had volod neuer to manage other action, oꝛ embzace 
one quiet thought till he had found the meane foz Meruins 
deliuerie . Which when his loue Adain heard, ſhe ſaid, the 
alſo in that would be his companion. But he gatneſtode 
her, ſaping the paine would be to mighty. But ſhe would 
not he refuſed, though he iudged truely , foz the . 
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by Griffoy. as you ſhall heate in the ſtoꝛy. Gautier ſwing 
their reſolues, gaue them leaue, # ſo departing ftom them 
imbarked himſelfe , to whom the winde was ſo pꝛoſpetous 
that he arriued in ſalety neare to Patance. where he found 
Dion of Nantnell his neare kinſman, who though he han 
laine long ſicke, mot toptally receiued both him amd his 
ſonnes, declatring what euill Charles had done fince big 
comming : all which Bertran vowed, o2 to mend oꝛ to re⸗ 
nenge. Then ſommoned they all their friends and kinren 
to their apde , amounting to the number of twentte thou⸗ 
ſand, all ofthe line of Oger, which with thoſe that Gauti- 

cr had bzonght , made the army thirty thouſand and bet- 
ter, then duke Dardain aduiſed them to ſend ambaſſadozs 
to Charicmaine, to requeſt reffitution foz the wꝛongs be- 
foze paſſed, which it he refuſed, theto purſue them with re- 
uenge even vnto the Loure in Paris, To this adiuſc they 
accozded: yet Bertran would not leaue, but marched day 
and night til he came within the ſight of the Frencharmy, 
executing as he went all wham he found traiterous o2 falſe 
to theit country, intending to raiſe the ſiege which Charle- 
maine held befoze the caftle of Nantuell: but a traitour of 
Maiance vnderſtanding it, went befoze,and aduertiſed the 
Cmperour : which as ſone as he vnderſtove, he called the 

duke ol Dampmartia Naymes, and the reſt of his nobili- 
tie tocouncill, in which conſultation, duke Nayines pers 
ſwaded all peaceable conditions, laying befoze theireyes 
the p;ofites of their conco2D , and the tuine of chꝛillendome 
by their fatall warrezare, withall, telling the empetoz, that 
the moſt of his owne barons were deſcended from Gauti- 
erypedigree, and in natare would aid him befo2e he ſhould 
nici v. Charles grew inraged at his wo2ds, and woze 

bo the God ok pacadiſe to put all thoſe to a ſhaweſul death 
that offered to Niire thei; /ate befoze two moneths were 


expired, 03 aided hun not to lap waſte that fatall ccuntrev. 
2 2 Thus 
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Thus ſpake Charlemaine , but the god Duke Naymes 
left not his perſwaſions, till there was a truce taken fo; g. 
yeares ; during which time ſpꝛung a new lwarrefare that 
wounded all chꝛiſtendome, by Barant ſurnamed the Cruell 
(whom Bertran begot af Guyda)now x, yearesold,andby 
the pagans,that crofſed the ſeas, cam into Chziſtenvome: 
of which Barant made a piteous langhter houſe, in that 
none was able to indure his fozce , as you ſhall heare here, 
after. In the mean ſpace we wil to aur fozmer occurrents 
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1 Of the great battell which was betweene the Empe. 
'rour and Gautier, in which Charlemaine was taken 
priſoner : 2 How Loys the ſonne of (Harles came 
with a great power againſt Maiance to reuenge his 


father. 


T 1 ae XX 


betwo peares expired , foz which the true * 
I? iwas afoze taken, betwtrt the god emperour 
£7 & Charles and Gautier; by the meanes of 

RT traitcronus conſpiratozs, which were abont 
SES?! the emperour newſevs of difcontentment 
wers ſowne, and he commaunded all his barons to attend 
bim to Palance,of which Gautier was avnertiſed, who de- 
fired all his friends,to be her defull of their euills. Now ve- 
arted the emperoz from Matis, vowing neuet to returns 
o France,if he bzoght not Gautier and his ſons to their 
funerall , and (one arrived within two leagues of Pat- 
ance, 
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| mounted and vninounted, ſo infinitecouragious were the 
dure bzeth2en, Gautier their father in an other part ofthe 
feld made many hozſes maiſterleſſe, and many maiſters 
ſenſlee, ſo foztunate was his (wc2d , and (0 lucky his re- 
ſolution : this battell continued exceet ing long, chziſtiang 
againſt ch;iſfians, ſelf. law againſt ſelfe law, and colours 
againſt colours. The King of England, who come in 
the ayde af Denmarke that day did wonderous deedes of 
Anighthove . But king Charlemaine franticke fo ſee 
his loſſe, ranged hare and there till her mette with Thy- 


the hiſtorte of Meruine, 1 
ance. Which when Gautier by his eſpialles underſtode N . 
he mufred his friends, and marched to me te his enemies, las) 
whoſe power was diuided into tenne batalikons: and when : 4 
hee wascommen within ſight of them, after ſperches of { 
incouragement, bz auely they charged ech other. and came 3 
to handy blowes , Crueltie & Terroz comming \co:11 hell to 1 
learne moze miſery than had bin ſene in foziner ages: great 5 4 
was the reſglutien of Charles that day, who flewtenne in I 
a bzeathing moment, none eſcaping whom his ſwozd bleſ- 3 
led. Gautier on the other fave was not behind io; true mags 13x). 
nanimitie, neither Bertran oz anyof his bꝛethꝛen, who like E 
mad men made hauocke of all with whom they inconnte⸗ 2 
red, anone Zertran met with the cmperovy, and with a ba⸗ 34 
tle axe which he bare he ſtroke him ſuch a blow on his hel- as 
met that he feld him frem his hazſe. and that with ſuch hea⸗ 8 
up vertue, that foꝛ all the gold of the earth he was nat able 1 
to riſe to regaine libertie, but fozce perfozce was taken pzt- Þ 2 
ſonet: which the Duke ol Bzitaine ſeeing, he cried, Con- * 
tage great ning, and thou ſhalt ſone be redemed, with that IE 
hie and all the loures of France aſſailed Bertran , who ſo * 
bzauely defended himſelfe, that in that conflict he flew the 8 4 
Dake of Bꝛzitaine. Pany times was the Emperour re- f 8 


.erric, the ſorme of Gautier, whome with Jor ous his god L 
od he luc at the flit incounter. Bertran lion-like af | 
D } frighten | 
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frighted the amazed flockes of the French men befoze him, 
onelic to finde Charles, and no other; whome ſo ſone as 
euer hee encountered, hee felled from his hozſe with ablowe, 
and there p:cſentiy had ſlaine him, ik his father who was 
alwayes crcedti'g wiſe hab not withheld him, ſaying, if 
was a ſia molt capitall,to flap the b2aueft champion in the 
world, o touch the blod of the hatp annopnted. Wheres 
feze taking him p2iſener , with a ſtrong gardthey conueied 
him to Maiance. The Frenchmen no ſwner law their king 
ſurpꝛized, but they betoke themſelues to fitght-' At Which 
Gautier retoyced , and diſdained topurſue them, butf(th- 
with went to Maiance, where he made pꝛoteiſious and tti- 
umphs foꝛ his vinozte , andthe taking of the famous Em⸗ 
perour Charlemaine; tos whom (being befoze him) he 
ſaide, Satred and high eſteemed king of France, / immoz⸗ 
tail are the.w2ovgs which J have induted by vou, and 
iuſtly hath the King of Kings inflicted this deſerued ſhame 
on your diſhonour, both fo2 theſe iniuſt actions and fz ex⸗ 
iling (without cauſe;the ie wels of thy king done from their 
nat iue coutries : Know therefoze, thou ſhalt neuer eſcape 
from this thꝛaldome till thou haſt made me a ſufficient feſti⸗ 
tutien, and wept thy wꝛongs from thy ſcules bitterneſſe. 
By my Crowne, ſayd Charles, 3 will neuer doe it, and 
if thou dolt not deliuer me, thou act nut, becatife khon 
att ſwoꝛne my liege man and ſubiect. As thus they were 
arguing an eſquier entred into the hall, his cies blabbzed 
with weeping, who turning himſelfe to Gautier, tolde 
hun ofthe death of Thierrie , which Bertran no ſoner heard 
but heauing vp his battell are, hethsaght , and had Haine 
wing Charles , but his father catching him in his armes 
withheld him, ſaping; fiz ſonne, fle, why ſerkeſt thou to kill 
the god Emperoux, oz to ſtains thine honour by killing in 
colde blod ? Thy bzothers death was the chance of war, 
and his graue is honourable, where thus to kill the Enape- 
rom 
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N tour were ignominious and laughterons . Yet this 3 dee 

T pzoteſt, 1 will impziſon him during bis life ,if bettet per- 

| (waſion counſell me not to the contrary . This being ſaid, 
king Charles wagircloſedin a ſtrong tower,and luith him 
foure and twentie other pziſoners . Which done, Gautier 
cauſed Thierry to be ſolemnelꝝ interred and all the ceft that 
were flaine with him in the battaile;the whileſt Duke Nay- 
mes and thoſe that eſcaped by flight, repaire® hame to their 
owne countries, 


2 The Duke Naymes as ſone as he enfredinfo Paris, 
repoꝛted to Loys (the Donne of Charlemaine) the im- 
pꝛiſonment of his Father z who ( from the tozment of his 
angrie ſpirite ) pꝛoteſted to dye, oz reuenge his Fathers 
diſhone able indignitie. To which ende, be diſpatcht his 

Commaunds though all the Citties of France, and mu- | 
ſtered an Army to the number of an hnndzed and fifty thou - | 
ſand reſolued Soaldiers, with which he departed from Pa⸗ 
ris and came to Depe,where he toke ſhipping and made 
foz Denmarks . Where we will leaue him, and ſpeake a 
little of Barant( ſurnamed the Cruell) who by this tune 
was growen ſo mightie, that not any Yozſc hadabilitie to 
x ſuſtaine him and pet the ty2annie ot his mind did exceed 
: the monſtrouſnes of his bodte, ſoꝛ de cauſed his ow ne Mo⸗ 
| ther tobe beheaded, becauſe in a diſcuntenter humoz | ſhee 
tald hum Ballard: at which inhumane laughter, many te- 
pined , but he lew them eae ria one that did but giue a ſhew 
of diſpleaſance ; ſo that though his terroz , all the Pagans 
became obedient to his will. Nlith a great àtmie of men 
he went bcfoze Pontment, and won it both by alſauit and 
diveliſh att: foz the ſame night that ho ſiew his mother, the 
damned Fiend Mutaſier appeared vnte hint, and made aces 
nexant with him, that he end neuer (702 any thing whats 
ſoeuer) renounce thelaw of Mahomet ; to which hee wil. 
D 4 Itngly 
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lingly agrerd: foz ioy whereof , Mutafier triumphed and 
ſaid he ſhould be the deſtruction of all Chziſtendome, pꝛo⸗ 
miſting that he ſhould neuer die by the hand of any man has 
uing ban nurſed by the mile ofa woman. T bis pꝛomiſe 
made Barant pꝛoud: foz he imagined that there could not 
be any infant bꝛought vp without the milke ofa woman; 
wherefoze hee held and reputcd him(elte euer inuincible. 
When Barant the Cruell had taken Pontment , hee put 
Iacob to death, and all thoſe that truſted in the true Goꝛ 
ofall things, whom Mathaburna again denied, as pe thal 


heare hereaſtcr. 


{ How Jarant, ſurnamed the Cruell, departed from 
Montment with three hundred thouſand ſouldiers, 
and paſſed the Sea towards Maiance: 2 how Charls 
and Gautier made a peace, and ioyued againſt the 
Pagans, 


= Yen Barant had bzought all Pontment to 
bis ſubiectiou, he went to the Pallace,where 
be found the moſt beautifull Mathaburna, 


4K doze Mahomet 02 na. My god Lo2d (ſaide 
the) J nener refuſed him, foz be hath alwayes bene deare 
in my heart, and his temple haut I reſeruedin my boſome, 
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When Barant beheld with what acomely grace her ſpea- 
ches ware deliueted, and noted the ercelling beantie, that 
reflecting from one epe fo another , be became mightily en- 
amozed 4in laue with herfauoz ; ſo that not able to (mo- 
ther his deflccs, bluntly ( hike a will-waing-moucr) he 
ſaid; Madame, your excellenciss make mg wonder, that 
neuer befoꝛe belæued there was ſuch a thing as admirati- 
on: inbziefe, J lone pou. and if you will let mee eſpouſe 
you , 3 will make yon Qneene of France, and gine pon 
the Mold foz a Dowais . HY Lo2diſaiv thee) J hum 
bly thanke you, but noETſponſalls thall bee ſo welcome to 
mee, as the Conqueſt af France, andthe drath of Charles 
who hath been the ruine of ſo manie of my Kindzed; and 
on whom inceſſantly Jpzay fo2 ſome ſtrange vengeance to 
fall, ſo inceſſant is the hate beate him. Faire Madame 
(ĩald Barant) you ate extee ding wile: and herr J pꝛomiſe 
vou befoze Mahomet, whom 3 cal to witnes of my Uow, 
within this ſhozt ſpace, J will either giue him into pour 
owne hands to take vengeantce of hem, oꝛ dye in attempt⸗ 
ing pour pleaſute J beſeech pou my Lozd do ſo, ſapd 
Mathaburna : whoſe heart was cleaneof a cantraris o- 
pinton , wiſhing rather to hum and his confederates wozſe 
tozments than Mell fler, befeze that Charles (in thought) 

ſhould bee diſcontented . Thus ſhee whiſpered to her ſelfe, 

and then ſpeaking alowde, ſaide ; Pet haue 4 one other 

ſute to pour Lo2oſhippe, which is, if you can fiude out a 

Knight whoſe name is Meruine, bzing him to mee, that 

I may reaenge my ſelle of anotable wꝛong he hath done 

mat: and then will J not onelybe your Loue, but pour 

vaſall , and vou ſhall wholly diſpoſe of mee. Thys Re 

queſt he ſwoze vpon his life to perfozme. As theſe ſperch⸗ 
es were vttered ; there came into their pzeſence a @arazen 
fozth of Denmarke , who foz fears had receaued Bap- 


tilme, that falling on his knees, repozted 3 
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the great battaile , and the ſuccefſe which paſſed betwixt 


Charles and Gautier, and of the Emperours impziſon- 


ment: telung hum, that it his Bighneſſe were in Fraunte, 
there was no let, but that at his pleaſure he might conquer 
the whole Natton, ſith ciuill Diſlention had dꝛoken the fl 
newes of their Concezd. At theſe wozds, Barant was ſo 
much onerioyed , that regardleſſe ot any manner of thing, 
de would needes kifſe Mathaburna : but he repulſed hint, 
ſayingz No man vnder heauen ſhould touch her, vntillſhe 
elpouled , accozding to Mahomets lawe. This dil⸗ 
did very much inrage him, ſo that thꝛough hispaſſi- 


on, he had trucken her, ita Loꝛd of his counſaile had not 


with holden him, whom he right highly eſtemed: which 
Loʒd chio him fo2 his raſhneſſe, in offcing to kill her whom 
his heart ſo mut loned , and one of ſo wiſe and diuine be- 
niour. Amend my Lo2d quoth he pour fault, and fo2 ve, 
ry ſhame aſke pardon. At theſe woꝛds Barant went vnto 
her, and demanded if ſhe would fozgiue him. Vea my lo 
quoth ſhe, when youbzing Charles and Meruine to be my 
paiſonets. Thankes gentle Lady replied he, and fwzth- 
with he cauſed a trumpet to be ſounded, and ſommoning 
his army, departed towards Balance , where by the aide 
of diuels and furies) he arriued at the Pozt tenne leagues 
from the city: where he beganne toſacke, burne and de- 
ftroy all the Countrep as hee went, ſhewing himſelfe a 
monſtrous diuelich tyꝛant, and no man. The poꝛe Coun⸗ 
treymen that ſawe their houſes burning, and their wtues 
and childzen dying, ranne to Gautier, and told him of the 
hidcons rume which the Pagans made inthe Countrep, 
lapingit waſte like a fozſaken wilbernefſe , their number 
being greater than any eie could account . Theſe amazing 
woꝛds raiſed the lod floni Gautiers heart into his eyes, 
and thence diſtilled in dꝛoppes ofſalt water,ſo that toꝛmen⸗ 
ted with ſodaine feare, he called foz his Loꝛds and went fs 

counſaile 3 
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tounſaile: during which conſult}, arriucdbefoze the Citte, 
Pazince Loys of Fraunce , and his French army, who did 
pitch their pauullions cloſe to the walles, being at that time 
4gnozar.t of the pagans commings. 


2 It was thought moſt conuenient by Gautiers conns 
laile, that the Einpecour Charles ſhould be deliuered, that 
with his aide he might helpe ta beate backe the o agaus: 
which was pertonned. And Gariticr with honny-dipp:d 
wo22s intre ited the Emperoꝛs fauog, ſaping ; de thonght 
the heaueas were dtipleaſed with their diſagrements, fo; 
that within thoſe dapes there were arrives in his kings 
dome aboue thꝛæ hundꝛed thouſand }2agahs, who had al- 
ready conqucteb Hequa, Jeruſalein: Babylon and all 
thoſt Count ties beſo ꝛc tune, by Merutne Þ famonfly con- 
quert: and that now hrs toztune was in the ballance of 
Miſchance oz Hong: WhyenCharleshadheard his wozos 
and-niarked his humblenes, then pitty expelling all ranco⸗ 
from his pirat. he embꝛaced CGauter ano his ſonncs;' and 
teu i ſdlu me dathj of perpetuall amity ; fox wp hes, 
all ther: tprungttthclanours . and cucrpone triamphed 
aboue meaſure. {his bene, Charles walkingonthecitie 
tpalles; {awe fram the battiements the tents of the bzaue 
French men v dich uo wing he ſaide vnto Cautierʒ J 
belaue that Loys my ſonnets in vonder army : ſa it 4 be 
not deceined , I ſe the ſhining of his colours. At is moſt 
true ſaide Cautier, and I am very glad af his comming, 
fe2 his aide is a welcome hope to our douutfull aduenture 
againſt theſe damned agans, whoſe Generallis none 
other but a moztall diuell, as far from pitty as pietie, and 
both to him vtteriy vnacquainted. Then Charles calling 
foz his hozſe, accompanied with the Counte of Dampmar⸗ 
tin, and the Counte of Aniop, he rode fozth to his ſonnes 
tents, where after ropall entertainement, he declared the 
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peace that was concluded, the reaſons, and the [generall 
nod that ſhould thereby be gotten. Then he, his ſon, duke 
Naymes, and the reſt, returned ints the citp, whom Gau- 
tier and hig ſonnes met in moſt ſolempne oꝛder, and con- 
du&ed thꝛough the ſkreets,cuery one doing honoz to Char- 
temaine : and ſo bzought him to the pallate, where with 
vnſpeakeabletoy they repoſed . Aſter them the whole ar- 
my marched , and were receiued and lodged in the Citie. 
Then the Kings and P2inces went ta counſaile touching 
their weighty warres affaires: in which it was concludsd, 
that the towwne ſhould be victnalled and manned foz many 
peares, ſo the te diouſneſle of lege ſhould not pꝛeuaile a⸗ 
gainſt them. Ilſo it was agreede, that inte Loys and 
Bertran with twenty thouſand ſhould lie in an ambuſh, 
that when the Pagans had pitched their Tents befdze the 
towne, they in the dead ofthe night ſhould afſaile them; 
and either ouerthzow o2 diſſeuer the army. All they con⸗ 
ceived fit, they put in pzactiſe ; andthe ambuſh was laid in 
2 great wod/ by which of fo:ce thePagans auf paſſe, who 
abowt high none, came marching in ſuch inuincible troups 
that the wayes hardly could containe them In the laſt 
ranke of all marched a king whoſe name was Gamart of 
Moentiurne, and king ot Juerne the great: with him mar. 
ched a gentleman ot his country , who was almoſt all na- 
ned, and the king himſelfe had his head and feet bare. Theſe 
carried in theit hands boughs which they vled in battel, and 
no other weapons : their ſtrength is their lwiftnes. foz they 
runne fatter than bares when greyhounds purſue them. 
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How Pertran, his Brethren, Loys and the other Chriſti- 
ans iſlued vpon the Pagans : 2 the deaths of all the 
famous Chriſtians except Loys; 3 ef the Battaile 
betwixt Barant the cruel, and of Bertran of Dewmark, 


CHAD, XI. 


At Ffer this naked nation was marc"ed by, 
3 (which were the reteward ofthe battaile) 
5 the Chꝛiſtians mounted on hozſeback, Pzince 
A Bertran being the firſtʒ who holding his batle 
. axe in his hand, charged the Iuernoys, and in 
abꝛeath ſpace put them all to the (wo2d, except thoſe which 
(to the amazement of the Chaiſſians ) ranne not, but flew 
to Barant, and cryed; Turne thee Pzince , turne thee , 
fo the Chziſtians are amongſt vs. At this, Barant turn- 
ing, commaunded to ſound Alarum, and with an hoaft of 
Elepbants (whole very weight made the earthtremble] an- 
ſweredthe charge of his cnen:tes. Rew were the C hei- 
ſtians and the Pagans mingled together, and beganne a 
Battaile huge, fearefull, and wondzous vncertaine. + fs 
mous inte Bertran (like a Tyger in a flocke ) 
banacke of the Pagans, and at the firſt incounter — 
Kinſman of Bahams , whoſe legge hee bzake at Pins;. 
Thzee other Pagans at one inſtant charged pzince Loys 
and pnhozſed him; who being nimble, roſe againe, and mi⸗ 
raculouſly defended himſelle with his (waz: * her 
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ben taken Pꝛiſoner, but that the Tountie Dampmartin 
ruthtin to his Reſcue, ouerthzowing thzee pagans at one 
blow. her tran beholding this tumult, bzake the Raukes 
that tod befoze him, and came to Loys; pet the Wagans 
were ſo abundantlp infinite that thep kild his ho2ſe vnder 
him: at which though he greeusd, pet was he not abaſh⸗ 
ed, but comming to Loys, bad him bee of god courage, 
fo2 he would not leaue him till he ſaw him newly remoum⸗ 
ted. At theſe wo2ds ( with his are ) hee ſlew a pagan, and 
taking his hozſe (in deſpight of his Enemies) mounted 
Loys. Then increaſed the ſterceneſſe of the 1Batfaile, 
where the pagans vyed ſo faſt , that the ground was coue⸗ 
red with thetr bodies: at which, Barant named the Crus 
ell) chatev moſt wonderfully, and pzoteſted to burie him- 
ſeife ttere.tfhe buried not this diſhonour in the glozie ofthe 
Chziſtians. 

TUith this hee deuided his Armie , and incloſed his E⸗ 
nemies round about on cuerieſive : whoſe hearts (lift vp 
to heauen cried to their Diuine helper foz ſuctour; being 
but a Fiſhpond tothe great Deean of their dduerſaries. 
Guyon and Florion ( miſſing Bertran) raunged about, 
and found him on tote with the Count Dampmartin and 

unte Loys ; to whom they ſatd, that all their lines were 
fozfeite, and there was no way to ſane their honours but 
death beeing now incloſed on enerp fide , Thich when 
Loys heard, he ſatd; Ya Charles, this dap ſh ut thou bee 
Donleſſe and tomfoztleſfr. 1: ut Bertran (into whom Fear 
was afraid to entet) intouraged him, and ſatd; UAhy pzince 
thou art well mounted, feare not then, foꝛ this day we will 
be Conquerozs: with that he llew another Pagan King 
who pꝛeſt ners him, and vppon his hozſe mounted the 
Count ef Dampmarxtin, ſaping he would furntſh himſelfe 
pzeſently , which hee did by the death of another Pagan. 
Chen be deſired his Bzothers,not to fo2ſake, but followe 
him 
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him, ſoꝛ that day he weuld be ſuch a luſtie Mer, that Cons 
queſt ſhould not choſe but wedde with him. They ſwoze 
to do his dere, and then the battaile was moze dzcadfuil 
than ener it was: {oz by this time the Chʒiſtians had ſlaine 
thirtie thouſand of the beſt appꝛoued Darazens , at Which 
ſight Barant grew mad, and rayloe both againit his Pen, 
Mahomet, and lupiter. 


2 This done, he flew like a Tempeſt among tk the 
Chꝛiſtians, and ouerthꝛe we all with whom he entountred: 
an hundzed he bought dead to the ground without reipite 
from whoſe {i 35t the Chaiſtians fled as from the diuell, cal 
ling on God,and bleſüng themſelnes with pꝛaper andcroſ- 
ſes Pitedus was the ſight to behold , foz they could fipe 
no wap but inte danger lo ſttonglythey were incloſed; in 
ſomuch, that of twetitie thouſand which they were in the 
beginning now there remained but ten thouſand, and they 
vaable to endure Battaile, ſo vnrcſiſfable was the pzo⸗ 
weſſe of Barant. UWihich blodie confuſion when Zertran 
ſawe, his man y heart rclented and bhonozabic teares iſſued 
from his neuet befor fo ta: ned Beauec. Loys was much 
moze hoartely ſo2y , and millions ot times wiſht hint ſelfe 
within the 7Qalis of Paris : wherefoze he ſaid to Zertran; 
Ha Pꝛinte, this is eur dameſ⸗dap, and here muſt all our 
fames take their buriall! O, knew my ropall Father our 
miſfoztune , I know we ſhould in a ttice be reſcued. Why 
Pꝛinte ( repliyed Zertran ) will pou goe to him, and fee 1f 
pou can pꝛocure it? Willingly ( ſaid Loys ) it it were poſ- 
ble to paſſe. To paſſe. ſaid Bertran? why piucke vy thy 
ſpirits and doe but onely flow me, and J will make the 
way eaſie enough foz thee : which inderde he did, putting 
all the Pagans to death that were obſtacles 02 lets in his 
way. When hee was got thꝛough the hoſte, and put Lois 
into the wod he ſaid, Faite pzince, commend iy louls * 
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to the emperour Charles, my father, and the faire bnfoztu- 
nate Singlay my v ile, and tell them, this day J haue bound 
my ſelfe , either to ſe the vtter tuine of paganiſme , 02 to 
die in defending our molt fincere and Holy religion. Faire 
pzince ( aunſwered Loys ) J will doe thy meſſage, but J 
had much rather thou wouldeſt goe with me, becauſe this 
day the field is no field but a flaughterhouſe. Mot to be dei⸗ 
fied (ſaid Bertran ) will J fozſake my bzothers,and ſo tas 
kingleane,Loys departed towards the citie, and he againe 
to the battell , raging vppe and downe till her found his 
bzethzen , who were moſt mightily oppꝛeſſe d, till by his pꝛo⸗ 
welle he redeemed them: which no ſ@oner was done , but 
Barant the Cruell , with Entrant the god ſtvo2d of pꝛinte 
Meruine in his hand, which the denill Mutafier had deli⸗ 
uered him, and with which ( in that moment he had aine 
tenne noble chꝛiſtians, came and oppoſed himſelfe againſt 
Bertran, who with his battell are gaue him ſuch a blowe 
on the helmet, and with ſuch power , that flipping vowne, 
eat the hozſe necke in ſander , bzinging Barant aſhamed to 
the earth, who befo2e neuer had felt ablowe of ſuch puiſ⸗ 
ſaunce , ſo that calling to Bertran he ſaid, J beſ@ch the 
chziſtian, tell me what thou art, whoſe vertue J wonder at. 
Dy uame ( ſaid Bertran ) was neuer hid foz feare of any 
Pagan, know then, men tall me Bertran of Denmarke : 
when Barant heard this, he knew he was his father,where 
foze he commanded all his ſouldiers to refire from him, be- 
cauſe he would with him trie foztune in ſingle cambate. 
Mhich when his men had done , Barant ſaid, Pzince Ber- 
tran , pou remember your impziſonment at Damaſcus , 
pout loue to Guyda my mother, whom traiteroufly vou 
fozſoke and left with childe of me who am your ſonne: and 
you can not fozget pour vowes:now ſhall all they,noz your 
valo2 auaile to deliver you from death, vnlefſe pou doe fall 


downeand adoze our great So Mahomet. When Ber- 
tran 
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tran had heard him, and beelng inraged with ſo vile amo⸗ 
tion, he ſaide: Thou art not my Sonne, neyther will 
J euer acknowledge the begetting of ſs p:ophane aDe- 
nill : and with that lifting vp his are, hee ftroke him a 
maruellous great blowe, which beganne the fearefull combat 
betwixrtthe father and the ſonne, in which was ſhewed the 
wonders of reſolution; whome in that fight wee will leaue, 
and ſpeake alittle ut the other chziſttans who were all laine 
ſane the and twenty, which yet ſnruiued, though mightt- 
ly wounded. Guyon amongſt the reſt was dead y wounded 
by Barant, pet in2ured as if he had bene immortal, titl 
thobloud falling into his eies depzined him of his fight, pet 

notwithſtanding, he would not leaue fighting , but Abo 
here and there, killing all that came neare him: in the end, 
de aſſailed his bꝛother Florion with ſuch a mercileſſe blow 
that he feld him downe fo theearth, whoincallingcricd, Ah 
bzother Guyon, thou halt flaine tne whiteſf J regarded not 
thy fury: woe and alascriedGuyon, what haue J done ? 
werte bzother foꝛgiue mi, foz the bloud of my woundes 
hath cloſed vp mine eyes, and J dis notnoz could net be- 
hold ther, my ſelle am likewiſe wounded to the death, and 
mine houres are ſhoztning. This he ſaide , pet would not 
leaue fighting whilſt he had bꝛeath fo bzeaths a minute, but 
ſate firmely on his hoꝛle till there was leff alive but tenne 
- Chzifkians : then came a pagan and ranne his launte tho- 
row Florions body, who ſaid, Now is my death certaine, 
pet will J not die vureuenged , and with that ſtroke the 
varazin that he clane him tothe girdle, ſaying, Thus di⸗ 
eth the fonne of Gautier, himſelfe by himſelfe reuenged : 
then fell he nowne; there being at that honre but fire bzea- 
thina.-hz1vtians,whelenames were thoſe yon that had 
his vearbg wound vpon him, and his fight fozfaken; Flo- 
rion tgat vkewmtſe was at his laſt bzeathing the Count 


Dampmartin; we "*ke Datdaine ; the Duke of An⸗ 
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tow ; and Bertran that then with his ſonne Barant was 
combating . the fozmerfiue indured long , but in the end, 
they were all piſpatched, ſo that ol twenty thouſands there 
wag left but only one, and that was infoztunate Bertran, 
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Admirable was his and Barants combats, all the ars 
my adm ing their teſolutions, and vowing amongſt them 
{clues neuer to part them till thoue ofthc at had left his life: 
very variable was Foztune bellwixt them, the ſonne now 
triump"ing at the tathers decaying , and thefather unmes 
diate ly (mtling at the ſons milfc2tune ; ſo long laſted this 
battclt, and lo much vunaturall was the conflie + that the 
day «ſhamed, foziake the heaucns 3 then ranne the pagans 
and ſetcht toꝛches and made ſuch fire woꝛks, that the night 
was as bzig3t as the ſun-ſhine, halle of which they ſpentin 
vꝛeadfull anddeubtfull wars: the lonne offting the. father 
mercy, iche wouldadoze Mahomex,,, the fatherpzofferng 
ts the ſonne fozgiuenes,it he moulorencunce blaiphemong.. 
Mahomet:but both of them being af contrary reſolutions, 
they {il afceſh to their fearfull and fatall combats ; and Ba- 
rant vow. d if he conqueteꝭ his father, that he wauld male 

itt hunlelle monatch of allthe whelt wozlo, Ag he was thus 

ꝛoteſting, Pezcran gave him a blowe an the head, which 
bzought both his knasto the ground: but ſtarting vp la⸗ 
dainely againe , be (ent it backe with ſuch a vislent reguis 
tall. as mightily vered and intage d Bertran,that thinkiu 
at one ſtroke to finuth the conflict, he aatherd al his ſtrength 
together, and ſt. oke him ſo, (hat he. ba. KA his axe in pietes, 
ſo that left without defence, he cloſed with b arant, whom. 
by his ſtrength he ouerlhꝛeiu; but the 2anans ranne in 
and pulled Bertran ſo, that Rataut gol upon him, ann | 
hun divers moztall blowe», Then Barat pulling 7 

helmet he lade, Father, now be wiſe, log this i 

moment, in which your lite is lozteited.>, ; you w! * | 
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adoze Mahomet, and renounce that God which euer thay 
hal eſteemed. Ttaitoꝛ ſaid Bertran, and thou baſtard ion of 
a defiled curteʒan, thinkeff thou death can make me deny 
my Sauiqur ? thou art vecetued,thou art decetued. When 
Barant ſaw his conſtancie , de dꝛew fozth his dagger and 
ſtabbed his father foure times, who cried, thou onely great 
Godot Iſcael and Sauiour ofthe woꝛld, fozgiue mine er- 
rozs, and receiue my ſoule into thy boſome , with that Ba- 
rant ſtrucke him thꝛough the heart, and ſo he departed this 
life. Then ſtod vp Barant and ſaide to his army, Behold 
zinces , now ought you highly to eſtæme me that haue 
my mother and u father, to the end J might matte 
mighey pour religion, therefoge'take vp this dead body. and 
beare it with me, to kill the heart ot old Gautier with cons 


ning ſozrow, 
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CHAP. XII. 


1 How Leys came to Maiance and reported the wofull 
eftare of the Chriſtians, and the ſorrow Gautier made 

o his ſonnes. 2 Singlayes ſorrow, and the meſſage 
Jarant ſent to Charles, together with the anſwer. 
3 How Jaraut (lew one of the meſſengers. 


e yong pꝛinee Loys, who in the battell had 
150 receiued many great wormdz, was nom re- 
turned to Maiante, and with a very heaup 
countena nce (the firſt repoꝛt ef miſſoʒtane) 
Acame vnt o the 1 pallace, where _ 
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ve findethe Emperour Charles his father, who lwking on his 
+8 ſad lakes, aſked what was become of the chziftian amp: 
75 fo2 ( ſatd he) thy lokes are heany and bncomfoztable. Tig | 
4% true my loꝛd (ſaid he) and that would hold me longer,but * 
＋ falling to the ground, he ſwowned: at which Charles cried 

4 out with amazement , whereby Gautier and his nobles {| 

0 came fw2th,who recouered Loys, and laid him on a bed. who 

4 calling his father and the re ſt about him, declared al what 

> had paſſed in the battell duringt he time he farried, and how 

46 the whole army of twenty thouſand were flaine by the pa- 

OY” gans, W peace pong p2ince (ſaid Gautier) kill me not with 

8 thy woꝛdes, flatter my death a little , and fay not that all 

A my ſonnes ate { azne- Py L02d (ſatd Loys) doubt not but 

(i they ars al lain: ,.oz befo2e J left them, we were all incloſed 

* round about, ſo as it was impoſlible foz any to eſcape,onely 

(i my ſelfe had foztune, which foztune, J begd from ZBertrans 

8 ſwoꝛd, who with very much danger to himſelfe hewed my 

1 - way befoze me. | 

A. 


2 Gautier heoring this, tozehis garments, rent his 
hatre,and wꝛinging his hands, made ſuch pitedus and la⸗ 
mentable lamentation that the aire reſounded with his out⸗ 
cries, and all that ſawe hun, became partners ot his heaui⸗ 
neſſe . Pet a great degree abone the degetee of his perſits 
woe aſcended the inumoztall aiflictions ofthe moſt excellent 
Singlay, Bertrans vnhappy wife, whole teares are impo ©: 
ible to be deſcribed, and to whoſe woe none can ſinde ane⸗ 
quall epytheton. O heauens { ſaid ſhee) O time, D hard 
hearted pꝛonidence, wherein haue J offended , that tomy 
life is adiudged an endleſſe fozment? © peake, ſpeake you a- 
damantine deſtinies, why haus you robbed the wozld of her 
renowne, and meof my glozie? D that J had time enough 
foraile on vou, oz that by railing the time of your powers 
might be expired. Ah miſerable wzetch that 4 ma 
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toꝛlo zus and deſolatr, who now ſhall ſuſtatne mine anguiſh, 
oz pitie my mcurnings? Alas, none but Deeth: come then 
gentle Death, 3 meane not the low fated death which at - 
ten d the forcfteps of nature, but the grim Death, ſodayne 
death, the page to vntomard miſchiete, come thou and bee 
my comfozt,thon which daſt Thoughts wings, come quick- 
p, and be not tardp, oz thus in deſpight will J pull the 
into mo boſome; and with that taking a kiitie which hung 
at ber girdle, (he had ſtabben her ſelte ts the heart, but that 
a ſquier of Bertrans ſtanding by did holde her, chiding her 
deſperice thoughts , and periwading a moze temperate 
reſolution : he ſetng her will bzoken , ſwowned and re- 
ſwownes, fo that by the helpe ofthe Ladies , ſhe was con- 
ueped nito her chamber , whete ſhe repoſed. C cneraily ran 
this'ſozrows ouer all Matante, and euer or.e wept the 
loſſe'of the 'pzinces. Duting theſe dayesof moarning , the 
poſters that guart ed the gates 8: the cittie grew amazed , 
fo2 on a ſodaine they ſawea numberleCe hoſte of Pagang 
begirt the towneraundabout, ans pitch their pauillions in 
the face of the Citie: the newes whereof they {wzthwith 
carried to the ſad king, which hardly was deliuered, but 
wozd was bought there were two Turkes ropally moun⸗ 
ted, who craned accefle to deliuex a nieſſage from their 
mightic L020 Barant the Cruel: they had entrance gran⸗ 
ted, and were bꝛought to the pallate befoze Charlemaine, 
Cautier, Naymes, and the telue Peres of France,where 
after ſome pꝛoude renerenceone of the Tu kes thus ſpake 
To the King Charles of Fraunce my Lozd and Maiſter 
pzince Barant the Crnell ſendeth this » If thou 
like a vat atie bare ted, thy handes bound and acozde a- 
bout thy necke, atcompanied with Gautier in like manner, 
come and fail done befoꝛe him ſubmitting pouc ſelues to 
his mertie and renovnce the God whom you wo2lhtp, that 
thenyvur peace ſhall continue; otherwiſe , hevoweth nes 
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uer fo depart from this country till hee haue made it moze 
waſte than Gruntland, oz the frozen mountaines in Scy- 
thia . Pagan ( anſwered Charles when hee had heard the 
meſſage ) if thy Lend doe that, J ſhall be ſozie, but tell 
him from me, that to mozrowe J will give bim battell, 
and feare not, but defoꝛe night to make him tunne headloug 
into the Dea ſo; his ſafetie. This is all, and this deli⸗ | 


fuer, 


At this the pagans departed , and came fo their Lo2y 
Barant, who ſeeing them, aſkedif Charles would accom- 
pliſh his pleaſuce; No aunſwered one of them, but vow- 
eth to moꝛrow to giue you battel , and in the greateſt (cone 
that may be eſteemeth your Yighueſle thꝛeatning; as fo; 

the lawe of Mahomet hee ſaide it was damned, andbee 
eſtcemed it baſer than the baſeſt earth he trod on. Willaing 
( faide Barant) heardſt thou him rentle our religion, and 
' diddeft not kill him? By Mabomet theu ſhalt pay fo; thy 
cowardiſe, and at that wozde her rake him dead to the 
ground with his punyarde. The other AmbaCſCadonc ſes- 
ing this, ranne amongeſt the Pagans and hidde þimſelle , 
ſwearing if hee eſcaped new, neuer againe to goe on auy 
meſſages of Barants. Now by this time began the vay to 
put on the nights apparell , and they went ta their reffes 
fill the nert moꝛning, at what time they aroſe and armes 
themſelues fo teteiue battell. Charlemaine on the other 
ſide was as mightily troubled , who by the ſound of trum⸗ 
pet gathered his army together. and marching out of the 
towne, hee diuided his holle info fiue battallions, euerit 
0 leaſt twentie thouſand Knightes and vp⸗ 
rdes, 
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CHAP. XIII. 


1 Howthe Chriſtians gaue battell to the Pagans, in 
which turmoile the g good King Gawier was flaine,and 
his hoſte ouerthrowne , 2 Charlemame is forced to 
retire, and iflues out the ſecond time, 3 The ta- 
king of Leys, and Duke Naymes priſoners, 


en Charlemaine was commen vnto the 
J place ofbattel,aduiſedby the due of Naimes, 
wy hee ſent tenne thouſand of his ſouldiers backe 


2 "Te ſcratagem, and then ſounding all bis trum⸗ 
pets, and making a featefull nopſe, they gaue a bzaue charge 
on their enemies crying, Saint Denis, and our right this 
day: and in that fil onſet they ſlue ot the pagans almoſt 
an hundzed thouſand ; but they ſo inũnite ly abonaved, that 
thechzitians beganne ta ſtand amazed at their numbers. 
But Gautier, who loked foz nothing but fo2 reaenge fo; 
his lonnes deaths, Eayed not at any thing, but meting 
with a king whoſe name was Zruant. ftroke hun dead to 
the earth; afterhim, another, and an other, and then ont 
dzawing his faire bzight ©wozve (bis launce being bzo- 

de cut te eff a ing Danemons head, and then ru- 
8 into the pꝛeaſe, ha put to death all that 
encountred him. This while was the god king Charles 
amongſt the pagana, where he — king Feragu, and di⸗ 
1 4 uners 
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ners others of famous eſtimation, but in the end he was 
incloſed round on every ſide, where he defended himſelfe | 
miraculouſly : yet notwithſtanding , ifit had not bene fo; | 
the Duke Naymes and diners other gallants of France, 
their king perkoꝛce had bene either latac 02 taken, who 
ſa ing their ſucco:s, "1euturo nein ſpirites, and fought like 
a god of Conqueſt. Barant the Ctuell was not this while 
idle, but tw the Chziſtians by two and two together, ſo 
Mat the moſt reſolued in the army durſt not abide him, but 
beganne to conuert retrait to plaine Eying. Ulhich Gau- 
tier with gricfe beholding, demaunded a reaſon fo thep; 
faintneſle: to whom a French man made anſwere, there 
was a diuell in the Pagan he ſte, whoſe furie was not poſ⸗ 
ſible to be indured. Gautier deſiring to ſee him, the French 
man with pure frarebꝛought him to behold him, to whom 
Gautier tried, Traitoz, ſtay, and giue my ſwoꝛd account 
foz thy murders, and ſo ſaying, he ſtrucke him vpon the 
headpiece ſo ſtrongly , that the blow glauncing hurt Ba- 
raut inthe thigh; at which the tyꝛant deing highly inra⸗ 
geb) turned and ſaide : Nillaine, thou halt hurt me, but 
thy lite (haibe my plaifter , and at that woꝛd lifting aloft his 
ſwoꝛd, de cut off one of Gautiers hands and the ſwoꝛd that 
was graſped in it: which whenthe gad king ſawe, fpti 
ring bis hozſe, he ouerthꝛew both Barant and his hogs 
the carth; in which meane ſpote, a Pagan tomming bo⸗ 
hinde him, gaue the Chꝛiſtiun king ſueh a blow on khe hel- 
met. that he claue hun to the chaps, and he fell dotone dead 
without mot:on. Then beganne t? ech2ifizws ko flir here 
and there about the field foz ſafety, at which conkullon, 
Charlemaine ſighed and after many holy pzipets agi 
thzuft himſelfe amongeſt his enemies, moze Beſp 
than befoze : okt his arm was not left alitte berf fine thon⸗ 
ſand, and the mol of thoſe flping, end udt Aghkiug t the 
which duke Naymes perteiuing, he peclwade d the Empe⸗ 
- ro 
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rour to let a retrait bs ſounded i which as he was intending 
to haue done, one bzought to him wozd that Gautier was 
llaine, ſo that both grieued and intaged, he flew vpon the 
king of Cartaria, who but then haddaine à Thailtian, and 
with the fit ſtroke clane him to the collar. 


2 The dping battell at this ſemed to tecouer, but pet 
could it not continue, ſo weake were the ouer · maiſtered 
thaiſtians: wherefoze the ſunne baying gotten the middie 
paint of the heauens, Charles madea tettaite by ſoun den 
und teturned into the citie: which Barant behalving, he 
pꝛeſent y cauſed engines do be made with which he caſt in⸗ 
to the city Bertran at all points ſo armed as he was when 
le aged + the ſight of whom, renuedafreſh bath the griete 
of Charies andthe rr ff ot the Citie. This dane, with the 
ſame engine, he did caſt huge Tones and rockes into the 
town, killing divers of the Burgers as thep walked in 
the ftreetes * whereupon the reſt went to the Emperour, 
and tolde hun, they had rather iu? fo2th 5 and die fight- 
ing, than line in this danger ofcontinuallfeating, and ſo 
thepthon chewed what huge ſfones by engins were houre⸗ 
ip thzojure vponthein. Friends quoth Charles, all your 
wules ball be ſatiſſied. and with that he iſſued with all 
the pokwer of the city the ſecond tune: and firft aſſailing 
the engina they toe them in pieces to the earth , and put 
a!lthoſe.to the i woꝛd that vſed them; and then making 
towards the ariny, thepouerth2ew their Tents, and calf 
downe their pauilians, putting a vrey great number of pa- 

to death in a moment. Nowentred Charles into the 
Tent ofthe king of Danubia, whoni he lletu, and paſſed on 
with erceeding great triumph. vailll the Pagans making 
an hideous crie , rayſed vp all the Campe: who flocking 
about the Chaiſttang , beganne an infollerable battell, Jn 


this ffirre was king Charles ouerthzowne , and had beene 
taken 
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taken but fo2 duke Naymes once againe, who in deſpight 
ofthe Pagans, remounted his Doveraigne, and folve bim 
thete was no other way fo2 lafety but flight: vnto which 
Charles did acco2d , and theremporiretraitedtowardes the 


3 But befoze he could regaine the gates, his Sonne 
Loys, Naymes , and dinerſe other Chziltians were taken 
paiſoners : which when he viiderffov , he would haue tur, 
Hed againe to their ceſcue, but his Nobles would not ſuffer 
him ; becauſe they pꝛiled his life as a holie relique: and fo; 
that cauſe fozce perfs2ce thoy bzought him to the pallace,the 
molt viſcontentedKing then lining , while ſt the Pagang 
themſelues carried Loys and the reſt to Barant the Ctuell: 
whe faking a ſtoꝛmy view of them, firlt aſked duke Nay- 
mes what he was. My Lo2Tquoth he, my name is Tri- 
{tram , a Burgeſſe of this City, this is my Donne, theſe 
other are my kinſmen, all at thy mercy. Pet if raunſome 
p deliuer vs, A will giue to you an hundzed funne of 
ine, and anhandzed Quarters of wheate , all which J 
haue ready in mp houſe in Balance, of which king Charles 
bathno notice; fo2 and if he had, he wouldſeaze it, and 
leaue me nothing. Barant was glad of this offer, becauſe 
his victualles were ſpent, and he had reinfoꝛced two hun⸗ 
dꝛed thouſand Pagans , ſo that he accepted the ranſome : 
pet did the Make vefire hoſtage fo2 the perfozmance of their 
deliuetie, which he had: and then went he tothe Citie to 
Charles, whoſe ſozrow ſmiled to behold him, and folve 
dim what was done, which the Emperonr highly con 
mended , and fwzthwith cauſed theranſome to be deltue⸗ 
ted: which when Barant had received, he ſent Loys am 
alſo the reft home fo the Citte , whom Charles with very 
1 AE reteiued, and ſent backe the Pagan ho- 
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Eutit happened (pzeſently after) that there fell ſuch a 
wondꝛous Famine in the cittie, that they were infozced to 
eate they2 bozſes, and other Beaſts ot the vileſt loathſom⸗ 
neſſe: and in the end, (by extreame ſcarcitie) they gre we 
into ſuch lamentable nave and miſerable ponertie, that 
fhey had ſurely delivered vp the Mowne to Barant, had 
not God/of his infinite mercie } myꝛaculouſiy ſent pzince- 
ly Meruine to be their Aydour, Of whome J weulo 
8 I 2 Drohes; who (as 
pou ) departed Wontment, accompanic 
onely with his Loue Adain, and ſipoze otter lend job 
to his labours, till her þad found meanes fu Mcrunes de- 
lzuerie, whom in all the wo;ld he eſtemed moſt derte: of 
which he gane ſufficient teſtimonie, as vou ſhall þeare in 


the Piſtszie. 

Chap. X 1111. 
2 N IXSIAESINGE 532 
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1 How Drohes and Adain trauailed ſo long in vnfre- 
—— places, till they found out the true meanes 


r Merwines deliuerie 2 How Drobes combated 
with a Grifion for his Loue Adair. 


e Rohes and Adaine(after they were departed 
=” =; from Portment ) clad themſeluss like Pil- 
7 1 grimes, and in that humble manner on fot 
bdeganne their wearte iourner, to finde out 
means fo; the euereſtæmed Meruines * 

f, 


OP - 
Wiebe. 


2 n 


*. 
* AT 


I 


MC = 
wo 


ot. 


e reer 5 
DN 
HOG 


\ = & . * # 1 © \ 
WELL OREN 
* 1 — = — a 
4 


- . 7 
— 
- 
 / 4 


R * 


* ” S +4 9 7 * \ 7 A 
N 
- = = 

= 7 ”T 


FX 2 
1 
— — Ch 


— 1 
— 
X C 


The ſecbnd Part of 


tie. Oolong they trauelled, till they came into a vaſt vn ⸗ 
inhabited Wov, where, repaired a cerfaine Wer mit ( as 
was befgec declared) to Drohes z with whom he deſired to 
ſpeake. Wo long they wandzed in the Mod, till at laſt 
they came to a delicate Fountaine, where they late downe 
to tepoſe, and ( with ſuch ſimple viands as they carried a⸗ 
bout them) they b2oke their faſts: in the midoeſt whereof 
tame vnto them thzre Utiilamnes, who continually vſed to 
tob allthofe which paſted by that way. The firff et whom 
ſaidfo Drohes, Is this thy Wife thoucarrieft vp x downe 
thisCcuntrey ? he is, ſaid Drobes , And whitder in⸗ 
tend you to goe with her,quoth the other? Sir (ſaw Dro- 
hes) tu Saint Katherines, whereour Journey ſhall haue 
his ending. Ey heanen( replyedthe firſt againe ) J know 
thou art full of gold, which thy deuotion hath got from cha- 
ritable giuets; there is no otherremedie but we muſt be 
thy partners: and, with that, offeringto ftcike , Drohes 


roſe lightly vp, and with his palmers ſtaffe gaue him ſuch 


a blow, that he ſp2inkled his b2zames about the Field. The 
other two ( ſæing theircompanionfaine) aſſailed Drohes, 
Who wouderfully defended himſelft. Jn the ende, Adaine 
with ber ers cudgel, ſtrake one of them behinde, (0 
that Cher felled him to the earth an» Drohes flewe the o⸗ 
ther. Then turning himlelfe to Adaine , he loningly im- 
b2aced her and pzaiſed ber feminine reſslution ; of which 
at that inſtant enen as he was (peaking, he perceiued him 
whom Adainchad ſtrucke to reuiue againe: wherefoze tak⸗ 
ing him, be ſayd ; Aillaine, thy death is certaine , valeſſe 
thou telleſt ine truely what countrep this is, and whether 
thou haſt auie moze conſo2ts of this damned qualitie ? He 
( whom. feare of death did terrifie )thus anſwered $5 God 
Sir, the verietruthis, we are full fiftie in all, who are 
gauerned vader oui captaine Raoult, ſometimes of Roſ- 


quilon ; who (baniſhed from France)bzought vs into theſe 
parts, 
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parts, where we live onely by rapine and the ſpqyle of paſ- 
ſengers. Then tell me ſatd Drohes, which is my readieſt 
way to finde out the Yeremite that continneth in this 
wilderneſſe. Sir anſwered the villaine , you mult ka pe 
along this way till vou come to a great rocke , then turn⸗ 
ing vpon pour right hand fowards1t, you hail find out the 
Hermitage. This ſaid, Drohes tolde him theft was not 
pardonable, and with that beat out his bzaines with a cud- 
gell, and then went and found out the hermitage, and knoc⸗ 
ked at the daze , till the ancient Permits comming fazth, 
demaunded what he would: Right reuerend and graue 
fr quoth Drohes , we are Chaiſtian Pugrims. When 
the Yermite heard they were Chaiſtans , he louingly em⸗ 
bzaced them, and bade them welcome, becauſe that he nes 
ver had ſcene Chziſtian in that place befoze, aſking them, 
whither their tournep boze them. God fir anſwered Dro- 
hes, eur ſteppes are vncertaine, fo2 J trauell to finde out 
ſane me. nes fo2 the delluerp of the onelp extellent creature 
ofthe wozld, üicomparable Meruine, who traiterouflp is 
impꝛiſoned at ꝙ inoꝛ, vnder the guard ot a dinell; and fo 
that cauſe am J cove to thee ( diuine man) to learne means 
foz his reſtitution, becauſe Experience hath made thee to 
be wiſe in all things, eſpecially in matters of ver ie great 
ſecret. It is true, quoth the Hermite, yet in this 4 can 
ſay not hing at all, but J will, and if thou be ſo pleaſed, 
ſend thee vnto-a place where (as J doe veuly imagine 
thou (halt vndecſtandany thing: and thus it is, Thou 
mult goe into Juda, and inquire foz the Hermite of that 
Tountrey, and fo hun tell thy defire , and he will gladly 
reſolue thee ; foz he is a great Clarke, a great Pzophet, aas 
a man of greatexcellencie, Drohes gave him man thanks, 
and then (taking his leane) went towards Juda: whicher 
by his trauell he ſone arxiued, and came ints the Fozeſt 


where the Hermit line; wherein as e 
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ſet vpon by too cruel! and rauenous Beares , but in the 
end he flzw them , ſo great was his courage and reſoluti⸗ 
on. and then they travelled fozward vntill they had kound 
the Bermite 3 who (being ſet in the poꝛtall of his Hermi⸗ 
tage) Drohes renerently ſaluted. The Vermite requited 
his ſalutation, demaunding whither they tranelled : To 
yon quoth Drohes, who are the wonder of this age fo; dis 
uine wiſedome : and this (reuerend ir ) is the verte cauſe 
sfour wandering; The onelpaccompliſhed man of all the 
wozld, and he whoſe paeſente was my life, rare Mcruin 
my companion, hath moſt treacherouſly beene impꝛiſoned 
in Minoz now about fius yeares , and onely garded by a 
flend of hell, whom no moztall ſtrength can vanquiſh:now 
my deſire is to know ſome meanes (oz his deliuerte , with- 
aut whoſe redemption my life fhall conſume in ſozrow, 
Pilgrime ( ſaid the Yermite ) J vnderſtand all that thou 
ſeekeſt; wherefoze,foz thy loues ſake, which I flnd to be ſo 
perfect, A will doe mine tndeuoure : ſtay here then till my 
returne, and thou ſhalt haue thy ſ@king. Then went the 
Permite into his ſtudy, and beganne to coniure, till a ſpirif 
appeared vnto him, and demaunded his will . Tellme 
quoth the Permite , where is Pzince Mcruine pziſener : 
and by what meanes may he be deliuered? Me which will 
haue him reſtozed anſwered the ſpirite , muſt goe into the 
Ile of Do2don, where dwelleth an Bermite named Ro- 
baſter, tis hee that muff deliuer him: fo2 if was pzeveſtt- 
nate to Meruine in his Birth, that he ſhould bee impꝛiſo⸗ 
ned, till he were deliuered by a man whoſe mother died be⸗ 
koze he was bozne, and that is Robaſter. Moe of this J 
cannot. noꝛ J wtil not repoꝛt vnto the : ano then the ſyirit 
departed with ſuch a tempeſt, that all the coꝛners of the ſpa- 
cious Earth trembled. 2 
Then came the hermit to Drehes , and tolde him what 
be had vnderſfod by Magicke, gining him wit hall this 
caueat, 
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taneate, that when he came intothat Jle; he ſhould be well 
and ſufficiently armed, foz that there was therzina Grit- 
fon, aninninctble monſter, whoſe hugeneſle was incompa⸗ 
table, and who had power to flye ſwifter than an Eagle, 
who ſuffred not anie to come into that Ile, but he deſtrop⸗ 
ed them. 

Graue Father (ſayd Drohes) A moſt humbly thanks 
you , and will from hencefwzth ( fo; this baipeakeable and 
incomparable god turne) ber both your Knight ard your 
Beadeſman. Then taking his leaue , be and Adain de⸗ 
parted towards the Fleof Dozdon, and at length came tg 
a any Riuer that deſcended into Wade, which paſſeth vn⸗ 

to Pine ing Butors chieſe Citie, where the Paincely 
Meruin lap ſo trechcrouſly unpꝛiſoned. Duer this Streame 
(fo2 theit paſſage money ) hee and Adain were conuayed, 
and rhence came to a little Aillage, where (during the 
tune of their (mall xe poſe) ha cauſe? a new Palmers ſtaffy 
to bee made ſeꝛ him ofgreat 1Sarres of pꝛon, with ppkes 
halfe a tote in length: and then ( being readie to depart ) 
he ſaid to Adain; Thou art to excceduig vehement thug 
to purſue inv fut cps, I be ſcech thee ( at my intreatie 
ſtay hoere till my returac. Wut ſhe by no meanes would 
conſent, ſaping ; in all things ſhe would be partner of his 
foꝛtunt: then they departed together, and came into the zle 
Dozbon. 


2 Into which they had ſcarceiy entered ere they diſco- 
uered a Griffon , who no ſoner had (et his cites vpon them, 
but hee came folwards them: and firſt thinking to take 
Deches, Drohes with his ſtaffe gaue him ſuch a migh- 
tis blowe as might haue felleda Lion, but hee effeemed it 
not ꝛthen Drohes (with one ofthe pikes) ſtroke him tho⸗ 


fote e cryed extreamely z yet notwith- 
rough the fote , that hee cry — 
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ſtanding againe he came againſt him, thinking to ſlie away 
with him; but Kanding in awe ol his ſtaffe, would not, but 
mounting aloft , fell vpon Drohes like a motintaine, and 
with his gripes wounded him ſo that he fell to the earth, 
and lay in a wound, till Adain cried; O ariſe my Lozo, 
fs2 the monſter returneth, At theſe wozds Drohes awas 
ked, and holding the point of his (faffe auer his head, the 
G2iffon durſt not aſſaile him. Wherefoze Drohes think- 
ing in houering to kil him, he ſerucke ſo vehemently, that 
miſſing , his ſkaffe entted mo2e than two fot into the very 
ground as by no means he could get it out againe. Which 
the G::ffc1 ſeeing, deſcended to haue bozne him away: but 
Drohes held the taffe ſo faſt in his hand that he could not. 
Adain beholding her Loꝛd in that danger, ſtrucke the Gzif- 
fon on the wing ſuch a blow, that leauing Drohes, he re⸗ 
turned to Adain, and ſeazing vpon her, boze her though 
the apꝛe: but as the ſtozie ſateth , ere hee deſcended to the 


ground ſhe was dead, (0 grieuonſly did his tallans gripe 


her to the heart, 
4 625 e 4 9 64 e & 88 
Wee 


CHAP. XV. 


How Drobes ſpake to Robafter touching the deliue- 
rie of e Mernine: 2 OteHMalabeon of Luton Ro. 
ners father that gaue counſell in the action. 

*. 

Ve monſtrous Gziffon when hee ſawe in his 

WA flight Adain dead, hee pzeſently deuoured 

ber, , foz whoſe lofle Drohes ſozrowed ex- 

Wo freamely, and mingled with his moanes 


man ſwownings , and many bitter lamen- 
tations, 
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tations. During which, Robaſter comming by, and hea- 
ring hum make great moane, [now fo2 Adaine , then foz 
Meruine; he twke compaſſion of his woes, and went and 
ſalntedhim , ſaying : god ſtr , 7 haue heard your outries, 
in which you exclaime fo2 the loſſe ofa wife, and a perfect 
friend; be comfozted man, fo2 deſtiny is vnremoueable. 
When Drohes heard Robaſter hee lifted vp bis head, 
and with humble teuerence he demanded ol him his name. 
My name quoth he is Robalter , who hath bin the death 
of many Pagans , yea and of many Chꝛillians a ſo, foz 
which, now doth my ſoule indure a moztall penaunce. 
Drohes hearing this amongeft his woes te opced and 
faive Ma Robaſter , thou art the Starte which haſt led 
me hither, and in the ts the power of all my io and hap⸗ 
pineſſe. Then Robaſter taking him vp, foz be was verie 
'- ſoze wounded, he pzeſently led him to his hermitage, where 
Malabeon his father was, and cured him: but Malabe- 
on went inuiſibly , fo2 ſuch was his power, and onelp he 
was ſ&ene to his ſenne, and to none other. When time of 
repaſt came, they ſate downe to meate, and Drohes ſmel⸗ 
linga delicate perfume, demaunded what it was,and Ro- 
baſter folde him, that they were certaine rare waters the 
which he kept in his chamber which if he pleaſed, he would 
ſhew him : thence he bꝛought him into his chamber, which 
reſembled an earthly paradiſe , ſo rare was the crquiſite- 
neſſe thereof, all being done by the art of Malabecon , the 
which Drohes in admiring , pzaiſed bepond all meaſure, 
and Robaſter, that toke no ſmall delight in Drohes,tolbe 
him be ſhould command any thing he ſawe, oz wherein his 
helpe might doe him ſeruice, he vowed He ſhonld finde it 
molt willing and ready. O quoth he, will you not heere⸗ 
after goe from yourpzomiſe 2 Not foꝛ the woꝛld quoth he, 
Then will J take you at your wo2dquo!h Drohes, know 


then that fo2 theſe fine yeares ſpace , the onely gloꝛie ofthe 
WU wozld, 
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wozlde, the myzacle and mirour of Knightbode , hath 
beene by cozrupt and falſe treaſon , detained and kept pꝛi⸗ 
ſoner in (Hino; , from which place it is vttei ly impoſſible 
that ener he ſhould be deliuered, exccpt by the hantiwozk 
ofalmightte God, and your god helpe , becauſe a diuell 
of bell ic his gardten, neare vnto whom no man dareth to 
appꝛoach, ſo ccueil is his wꝛath ull indignation. TUhere- 
foze 1 humbiy pꝛap vou, that in regard the life of Uertue 
liut th in pur power, be deificditn the hearts of men, fog 
attributing vnto her a moſt happy reſtitut on. Yow A 
pꝛap pou doe you call the night, quoth Robaſter 2 Dh 
anſwered Drolles, it is renowmed Meruine tze ſonne of 
Oger of Denmatke, and the right beautifull and vertu⸗ 
ous Ladie Morgua, Jhaueheardqueth Robaſter, of one 
ſonne of Ogers , who was ſlaine by Charles the ſakae of 
Charlemaine, who was called by the name of Baldwine, 
butof Meruine J neuer heardbefoze, ns; of any of his as 
cions. 


2 Then ſpake Malabeon his father, ans ſaide, Sonne, 
it is very true, that Oger begat the valiant Pʒince Mer- 
uine ofthe Fairie Lady Morgua in the Fairie land, which 
F know right well that was pꝛeſent at his baptizing , as 
the Faitie can well witnefſe with me, who ſtole him from 
bis mother, and foz griefe thereof, knowing herſelle to be 
damned, ſuffered adinell to beget on her a monſter with 
the heads, that hereafter hall bzing all Ch;iſtendome to 
a moſt wofull heauineſſe, vntill by that famous andwozs 
thily renowmed Pzince Meruine he be bzonght vnto ſome 
ſhamefull end, whom it behwueth ther tc deliver , becauſe 
now the date of his deſfiny is expired, and if he be not the 
ſwner redeemed, all Chziſtendome will be vtterly ruina⸗ 
ted by Barantſurnamed the Cruell, againſt whom no cre⸗ 
ature is able to indure battell, except Meruine, in whole 


bands 


| 
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hands the ty2ants life is contained: Father quoth Roba- 
ſter, by what manner of meanes map J wozkehis deli⸗ 
ueraunte? Urry eaſily anſwered »lalabeon, foz J will 
firſt goe alone to M mo, and waiting the comming out of 
Mutafier (who ſhall not ſa me) ſteale pꝛiuatelp away the 
keys of the p2ifon , and then returning fo2 (hee, by the helpe 
ofthe higheſt Bonne deliuer him. Godfather ſaid Roba- 
ſter, help vs in this boly dad. 4 will diſpatch it and returne 
quoth Malabeon, befoze the day goe dowae. Drohes hea⸗ 
ring this, euercome with top , embzaced Robaſter in hig 
armes , and aſkev if he cuer ſawe his father, Ves ſatdhe, 
but beſides my ſclfe , not any creature. In ſundzp other 
diſcourſes they continued ynttlf Malabeyn refurned from 
Pinoz with the keyes , and bade themariſe, fo now was 
the time to goe and deliuer Mcruine , fo; beholde, here are 
Mutafiers kepes. When the two barons heard this, they 
leapt to iop, and Drohes matuelled that he was ſo fone 
returned. S tand not amazed ſaid Malabeon) but let vs be 
gone , foz if Mutafier ſhall chaunce to returt e, ano finde 
his kepes taken away, it may be he will do the pꝛinte ſome 
iniurie, alas ſaid Drohes, how ſhall wee b2 able in a 
moment to goe nicze than an hund2ed leagues ? Care not 
(ſaio Malabeon)onely arme your ſelues and doe but follow 
me, which they did, and then caſting pilarims weedes o⸗ 
uer them, went ſo that no man could poſſibly perteiue their 
armozs, and at the laſt came tothe riuer D2ve , ouer which 
( by the helps of M:!2bcon ) they paſſed vpon a little 
planke of wod, and then came viato the view of Minor , 
where Malavcon temmaunded them, that as ſone as thep 
ſhould come befoze Butor, that theo ſhould favne them⸗ 
lelues to become rom fa: countries, and that they ſhould 
ſap , that Barant the Cruel had by his p2owelle taken both 
Charles andthe twelue pe:tcs , aſſuring them that hee 
woulde ſtand by them, and gine sdalſe in cucry action, 
A 2 Then 
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Then afterwards in the very dead of the night, at what 
time euerie creature ſhall be at theirreſt, we will goe to 
the pziſon and ſet renowmed eruine at libertie befozett 
be nudnight. This being (aid, they weat fozward euen to 
the city gates, where they remained vntill the next moz- 
ning that the Sunne was riſen , deuiſing within them⸗ 
ſclues with what ſpeaches to entercaine king Butor : and 
when they perceined the day began to appeare , they knoc⸗ 
kedat the gates, and deicedentcance : but thep anſwered, 
that without the kings Paieſties knowledge , be durſt 
not ſuffer any man to enter. Then ſaid Robaſter, goe to 
the king ano tell him, we haue bzought him newes which 
will make his YighneTNe iopfull, and at thy returne wes 
will giue to the tha pieces of filuer : Thou ſpeakeſt twell 
quoth the Pozter , and went his way and tolde the King, 
who very well remembzing the entrance ot Bertran and 
Drohes, was euer after circumſpec of euetie mans en- 
trance : wherefoze cauſing about thirtie of his beſt appzo- 
ued Knights to arme themlelues, with them he went to 
the gates , and receiued in the two Pilgrims , and pze- 
ſently remembzed Robaſter, fo2 that he had afoze time 
flaine a monſtrous Serpent which had greatly waſted his 
countrey , foz the which king Butor har pzomiſed many a 
time and often to giue him what gift he would Teſire withs 

in tompaſſe of any reaſon. 
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CHAP. X VI. 


1 How Rebaſter deceived king Butor. 2 How Mernin 
was deliuered out of priſon, and went to the pallace 
where he ſlew Buer, his Queene, and diuer: other 
pagaus. 3 Of the great battell he maintained. 


Dc honoꝛable was theenterftainvient that 
bu tor gaue to Robalter , imagining that 
he was came foz the gift which in tune paſt 
he had pzomiſed , but it was not (o, and he 
-ocf >| feaſted him andDrohes (who by reaſon of 
his dilguile, he knew not) ſumptuouſly : but Robaſter he 
wonld not eate any thiag, but paſſed the time in telling of 
ſtrange newes, and in thend aFured him that pꝛince Ba- 
rant the cruel had taken the emperour Charles and hisxy, 
wiſoners. At which tidings Butor much ioyd, 2 kii⸗ 
ung Robaſter foz his ſpaeches, and putting his hand vnder 
his feet, did him vaſſaile - like reuerence, whereat Vrohes 
tmiled tohimſelfe . Thus was Butor deteiucd by Roba- 


er and by Drohes. 


2 Now when the enening dzew on the blackeſt curtins 
ol the night, and euery one betoke themſclues to their reſt; 
the King gaue cammaundement , that Robaſter and his 
companion ſhould bee delicately lodged, which was very 
iuſtipperfo2med : but afſone as old Malabcon knew that 
dead ſleepe had arreſtedthe thoughts of euery one, he came 


to the twochziffians ſaying; nowe ariſe if yon will deliuer 
U 3 Meruine, 
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Meruine, foz J haue the keyes of the pꝛiſon. At that wozd 
they aroſe and departed , the Mone ſhining out the plea- 
ſanfeſt heames ot hex countenaunce, and came to the dae 
of the dungeon, where ſtaying Malabcon opead the vozes, 
and then ſaid,fatre ſonne, ſtap thou here till wereturne, any 
guard this paſſage. J wil ({atd Robaſter)andſweare, that if 
there come but too they ſhall not eſcape me. Then entred 
in Drohes and Malabeon, who heard the muſike which the 
Fairies made thꝛice a day, to reuiue the ſpirites ef Meruin 
(as was befo2e wzitten:)at which Drohes wondered, vntil 
Malabeon tolde him what it was. and the occaſion thereof: 
the muſike ceaſing, they went to Meruine that lay in moſt 
intolerable martiredome,who as ſone as hee ſaw Drohes, 
he maruella; but Drohes ouer-ioped with-hig\ſight,came to 
embzace him, but could not ſpeake,ſo full was his heart with 
oner-p2cfſing iop:but haning gotten a little libertie foz bis 
tongue, ſaide, Thou wander of men, behoid Drohes thy 
true pꝛiſoner, who is come to finde meanes to deliuer tha 
from impꝛiſonment. UWhen Meruin heard him, he imbꝛa⸗ 
ced him and doubled kindenes vpon kindnes. Then Mala- 
beon, by vertue of an Herb he had bzake off his fetters. And 
Meruine [&lng himſelfe delivered; aſked Drohes what he 
was that vn ene taiked vnto him; and Drohes at large diſ- 
courſed altoucying Robaſter and Malabeon his father, who 
were ind d the tru acto2s of his deliuetie, foꝛ without them 
his bondage was eternall. Theſe paches Malabeon bzoke, 
and tolde them they mnſt depart oz why,the houre appꝛo⸗ 
ched, in which Mutafier was accuſtomed to come vnts the 
pꝛiſon. Vp my @amour (ſaid Meruine J would he were 
here, foz of all the Peuills in hell, J deſire to combate 
with him. This being ſaide be aroſe out of the dunge⸗ 
on and came fezth , whome as ſone as Robaſter ſawe, 
her called to minde Pzince Oger, and ſaide, Belæue mes 
pzincely Meruine, J was hardly perſwaded that Oger had 
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a ſonne; but now J aNure mp ſelfe by thy countenaunce , 
fo2 one hand is not ſo like an other, as ꝓc u to bis excellence. 
After this Malabeon bzought Meruine into the chamber 
where his armour was, which he pzeſently put on, but big 
ſwozd was not there, which ſomewhat grieued him, but in 
; Neede of it Malabeon gaue him a maceof p2z2n, and then 
[4 they departed to the kings pallace, where they found eue⸗ 
9 ry one alleepe, ſo that they vnfozbidden went tothe Kings 
bed chamber, where bzeaking open the dozes with ther 
f@fe the Ring awaked.and cffering to riſe, *' eruinc ruſhed 
vnto him and ſatde; Damned traitour , and thou ffatne of 
king domes, behold here Mcruinctheſonne of Oger, who 
very ſoule thou haſt tozmented, is nowe toine to fake et- 
count of thy treaſon, and in ſo ſaping, he ſtroke him with 
bis mace {uch a mercileſſe blowe, that in his bedde hee ſlue 
him: and Robaſter at the ſame infant killed his Quane 
alſo. Which vane, they paſſed from chamber to chamber, 
an d put to death all the pagans they found of what eſtate 
foeuer, During all this fearefull night. not any creature e- 
ſcaped , but onely one baſepeſant , who running into the 
Cittie, gaue a generall allarum , crying , Treaſon to 
the kings ſacred perſon. At which clamours all;the towne 
roſe vp in armes and came to the pallace , where they found 
the Chaiſtians, who flying amongſt them beganns a dzead- 
8 full battell: and Malabeon by his excellent Arte, made ſuch 
alight, that the pollace was as hꝛight as dap to to the Chz1- 
g ſcians, but hell-uke blacke to the Pagans , who by that 
a meanes being ſlame by their enemies, dus alſo themſclues 
by their ignoꝛaunte. Drohes ſet fozward with deſire of cr⸗ 
nenge, was gote into the thickeſt of the P:gans, bat than 
£ numbers were ſo infinite, that all his pꝛoweſſe was much 
to uttle to haue ſaved his life, Had it not berne fo: Mala. 
beon, who cried fo Robaſter and Meruine to inccour Dro- 
hes oz he was but dead. at that thap turnca about, ane | 
N 4 pꝛeaſing 
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pꝛeallng into the thꝛong there was not apagan that dartt 
abide oz indure them : ſo that all the ioyning themlſelues 
together, they made hanocke ol their enemies, onely one 
thing greatly bzed their trouble, which was the caſting of 
ſcalding waterontof the windowes vpon them , but yet 
notwithtanding , they ew ſo many that the ſtrietes were 
paned with their bodies. Then came Malabeon and ſaiv, 
PÞzinces, nob is the time to be gone, th:refoze ſheath pour 
ſwoꝛds and retire : why quoth Meruin, oz foz what canſee 
Becauſe ſaide Malabcon, Mutafier euen now is in com⸗ 
ming, and when he ſhall perceiue this laughter, he inra⸗ 
ned will ſet all the city on fire with vnguenchable flames, 
ſothat we, no2 any pagan (hall eſcape the miſchiefe. Thug 
fozward the Chꝛiſtians departed , fighting all the way till 
they were without Pinoz , and without the freight paſ- 
ſage, then refired the Pagans, but were no ſoner reentred 
but Mutafier tame, who when he milled Meruine he be- 
came madly inraged , and with the frenzis of his anger ſet 
all the City on fire , ſo that not a Pagan eſcapedfrom bur- 
ning, but onelie one, who then was without the Citty, 
and immediately bare thoſe ſadde tidings vnto Baran the 
Cruell, who little oʒ nothing eſteemed the diſcourſe. Mer. 
uine and his companions being within fight , marnelled- 
at the hugene lle ol the fire, till Malabeon calling his ſon, 

hade him conduct the pꝛinces, and aid them in euery thing, 

fo2 of foꝛte be mull paſſe into the Fairie land, fo heare a 
cauſe betwirt two of his aliance, that then were at diKen- 
tion, and ſo he departed , and Meruine and the reſt mars 
thed on their way, 
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the hiſtorie of Meruine, 
EO CARA 
3 FECL 


SACS 
885 Joy err 


CHAP, XVII. 
1 How Aeruine, Robaſter, and Drohes armed in a wood 
amongeſt robbers. 2 Of the dangers they were in, 
3 How Walateon aided them. 4 How they ſle the 
theeues. 


be e the Chaittians, after the of 
855 Malabeon franelled all the day without 
* finding any houſe oz place of harboz , inthe 
EN Zend, they tame infoa thickewod , where 
ther trauelled a long time, till in the eadfit- 
ting downe vnder a chelnut tre, they ſaide to themſelues, 
that vnleſſe ſoine aduenture called them fozth, they would 
reff there all that night: but their repoſe was very ſhozt 
befoze r. outlaws that liued by robbing came ont and eſpi⸗ 
ed them, ſo that one ſaid to the reſt, behold yond iti weary 
ones on my life they arc fullof gold, wherefoze let vs taks 
them and carry them to our Caftle , where our maſter 
Barre will be pzowp of them. This ſaide, they aduaunces 
themſelues, and ſaluted the P2inces, who ſtedfaſtly beheld - 
fill one of the theues ſaid, Gentlemen you are wel found; 

and aallants ſaid Robaſter , who roſe withall, vou are as 
well met, what is pour pleaſaces 2 Dar pleaſures are, ſaid : 
one outlaw, that if you haue ſtoze of gold, you diuide it a⸗ 
mongſt vs. Me haue qd Robaſter enough fo2 our ſelues, 
and foz xr. ſuch as we be, onely we lacke lodging, which if 
you will be ſo kinde as belp vs with, then commaund our 
purſes . Gentlemen ſaid the thiefe , if you will follow mg 
to acaſtie hard by, yon ſhall haue that and in 
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will dente Thy wozds are ſwert qv Robaſter , ride then 
vefoze and we will follow thee, Come ſaid the thiefe, who 
thought to take them pꝛiſoners. And then they paſſed a⸗ 
long with the ten Outlawes and the tha Chꝛiſtians: and 
as they rode, Drohes petſwaded them to be aduiſed, fo 
the Uillaines were not guilty of one god thought towards 
them, Tis true qv R obaſter, but it is no matter, foz we 
thzee being together, were we in hell, in deſpite of all the 
dinels in hell, we would giue our ſelues fta dome: they do 
thinke to haue gold, and fo: mine owne part (ſince J was 
bozne) J neuer bozeone croſſe about we. In ſadneſſe ſald 
Meruine, then J am thy companion, fo; inſt ſo well am I 
ſozed : but it ſkilleth not , foz their imagination will glue 
vs entertainment By my ſoule quoth Drohes ſmiling, 
as bare is the payment our hoſt ſhall get at my band. Thus 
making ſpozt at their wants, they followed the thæues to 
the caſtle Ma }fcaus , where alightingthep aſcended vp in⸗ 
to the hall, where hanged all the ſhieldes ok thoſe hapleſſe 
Inights, whom in the honſe were murdered. Belieue me 
qd Merune, this a right beautifull plate, what is hee that 
is loʒd thereof ? Mis name (ſaid onesfthe Dutflawes | is 
Barrea pꝛinte ot great poſſeſſions. Then came an other. 
Aping : Gentlemen, it is the cuſtome ok this houſe all lod- 
gers here velfuer vp to me their weapons till their depar⸗ 
ture, Friend ad Meruine, not ours by any means, fo we 
loue them ſo deare, that we lie with them, eate with them, 
walke with them, and nothing but death can part vs and 
them. It ſ&meth then ſalde the thiefe , pou ſuſpect ſome 
miſthisfe. Miſchie te (ſaid R obaſter loking about) let me 
ſee him that is ſo hardy as not to tremble if we frowne vp⸗ 
on him. QWhy(q a villaine againe, thinke vou we are not 
enow to matter yon thaw ? Pes, ves. Then were the caſtle 
gates lockt vp. foʒ all the villas were entred in, and Barre 
their taptaine vſed the pzinces very kindly ſetting them by 

bis 
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his fide at the table, where was oze ot all meats, vet Ro- 
baſter would neither gate noz dainke any thing: whereloze 
Barre aſkt him ifhe dio it foz penance. Pea ſirqooneof the 
thieueg, it is fo; the god men ge hath lain, and ſoz the rob- 
beties be hath done in his life time. Robaſter hearing him, 
ſnateht vp a knife, and thzew it at him, but nuſcuig the vil- 
laine, it ut ucke halle a fot into a table: which Barre ſaing 
was much griened, and dellred Nobaſter to be patient, and 
amends (houly be made him. Then came the vaſſaile, and 
kncling, aſhed him fozgtuenes : which (aftor ſoine cerems- 
nics) was granted on condition be ſhould loſe one eie, foz 
calling him murderer. Barre that then dur ſt not deny auy 
thing, agred. (o he loſt an eie, but vowd erte midnight to be 
renenged. Supper ended, andthe time of rell come, Barre 
bꝛoght them into a faire chamber, with one bed in it. laying 
to Robaſter : ou ſhall lodge bete, and thaſe other in anos 
ther chamber not far off, Yow,qd Robaſter ſhall we be dis 
uided : by heaven we ate all one, and will not be ſeperated. 
Sir qd Barre, Jhaue no;chamber with thze beds Fetch 
iy; q»Robaſter, I willl ſaid Barre, who dur not dente 
any thing lo two beds moꝛe were bzought in. 


2 ꝗs ſone as he was gone, Meruine locked the dozes, 
and then beganne they to dilarme themſelues : which the 
thieues perteiued thꝛough a chinke that was in the wall of 
the chamber. Ahen they were laide, they fell ſoundly a- 
flerpe, inſomuch that they ſnoared. Then retired all the 
thieues like vnto thienes indeede , being wonderouſly a- 
gaſt and fearefull, offering ſometunes to turne backe a- 
gaine, imagining that the pzinces ſlæp was bat fained and 
counterfet. At the laſt perceming they ſlept indede, they 
much the moze boldely ſet fozward, hauing all reſolued a- 


mongt themſeluts, and each to oth er ſwozne the * 
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the Ch2iſtians. But the damned Captaine of this wickes 
crue bade them firſt ſeaze the P2inces weapons foz their 
moze ſecurenes: which accoꝛdingly they did, and then they 
went fiue to each beddes ſide with their ned ſwo2bes in 
their hands, beeing readie to giue the diſmall troakes of 
their vnhappineſſe : had not God deliuered them ſtrange⸗ 


ly ; and thus it was as the Hiſtoie repozteth . 


3 Malabeon beeing in the Fayꝛie Land, by the will of 
God remembzed his Sonne and inſtantly hee had know 
ledge both of his and his companions daungets; wherefoze 
(ina frice) charming himlelfe into the Chamber, he put vn- 
der each of their beddes an hearbe, which has this vertue, 
that it made them beleene both the Chamber and the bedde 
were on fler: then making a fearefull nopſe the Knights 
aroſe. Which ſodainnes ſo frighted the theeues, that they 
ran backe, leauing the armour and weapoes of the Pzinces 
they had befoze ſtolne: who (by the ſeeming fler-l'ght ) diſ- 


couering their danger and armes, armed the mſelues and 


toke their weapons into thett hand. Then ſaid Malabeon, 
quickly flap theſe theeues, fa; if God had not defended. you, 
this night, all thzee had beene mur dzed. 


Mhen they heard the voyce of Malabeon, they did 
as he bade them: foz in that hower they began a ſlecte com- 
bat becauſe the villaines were ſtout and valiant : but in the 
end Meruine flew 25. and Robaſter and Drohes the reſt : 
ſo that net any eftaped but onely one, who running vader a 
bed, imagined to hide himſelfe fcom death: but, Robaſter 
perteiuing it, purſued him; and when he ſawy bis foztune 
diſcloſed, he fell vpon his knees andcraued mercte , pzomi- 
ling to amend his life, and to ſhew them the godlieſt bozſe 
ofthewozld , which he wenld giue fa2 his ranſome. Mer- 
uine gaue eareto thoſe wozds, and ſad; Friend ſhew me 

that 
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thai be aſt which is ſo ſiugular. Then they wure lighted a 
toꝛch and went towards the ſtable, which was locked with 
th2e (ock3s,all inhich he opened and went in: whom he lhe- 
wed thcin the hope, that had befoze himtWwenty barres of 
pꝛon, aud behind him as many. The ho2ſe no ſoner ſawe 
the kntghts, buf be neighed. Gow quoth Meruine , Hall 
we come to this hozſe ? Si [aid he, ſex you theſe holes that 
locke theie bactes. there was neuer pet man that had pows 
er to vndoe them. Mcruine hearing this, laid his handes 
vpon the lock es, and thep all flow open : there was alſo a 
witten ſcrowle, which Mer uine take vp and read, cons 


taining this matter. | 


Mine, J {alute the with this gift: Know thou, 

that Jana witnedlec of thy birth , and held ther at 
the Font in the land of Fatrta : wherefo2e this noble hozſe 
(which is the bꝛother to Baucant) J giue vntothe, whoſe 
name 1s Pallant. Neither do thou change it, fo; he is the 
exquiſite(t in enery pouit that cre was b2cd vnder heauen, 
Heis olo, but vet as god as if he were yong , becauſe his 
laſt dates ſerutice halle as god as his firſt. Alſo beluch 
ther, that the firſt ſonne which thou ſhalt haue, after thy 
marriage, may beate my name: which doing, thou ſhalt 
locke my loue vnto thee, and be bleſſev from heauen, 


Written by thy Godfather : 
King Orient. 


Thus was the Letter wzitten , and Meruine retopced, 
who going to the hoꝛſe the hoꝛſe was p2oud: then Meruin 
eſpied his furniture , which he put on: and as hee was in 
trimming him , the thiele came behinde him to ſhew light 
to Meruine , but he could not ſoquickely paſſe by, * 
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{ant with his bales Ctrake him drad to the gronnd. Af 
which Meruine was diſpleafed, till Malabeon ſaid; pzince, 
be not offended fo; this ſoꝛ hee was a thate and a murde- 
ter, which Paſſant knowing, ffrake bim; foz his vnder⸗ 
Tanding is mightie, and he was bꝛed i. Fairia: miſdoubt 
not then, foz he will ſerue tha pꝛincelp: and here muſt 
Robaſter tako leaue of thæ, foꝛ be may goe no farther with 
tha, Then Meruine imbzacc d Robaſter, and gaue him in- 
finite thankes loꝛ his deltuerance - Z bus parted Malabe- 
on and Robaiter, who with all ſpœd cane backe to thetr 
Hermitage; where we will leane them, and retarne againe 


fo Meriune and Drohes. 


CHAP. XVIIL 


* How Ateruine and Drohes went to Krandis , and con- 
uerted the Countrey : 2 how they came before Mont- 
ment, where (in the Battaile ) Drohes was taken, and 
brought into the Citie: 2 how Mathabwrna (before 
the Pagans) menaced him, 


Fter Malabcon and Robaſter were departed , 


19 Meruine and Drohes ſlayed in the Caſtle till it 
was bꝛight day: at what time Meruine mounted 
vpen Paſſant, and Brohes vpon another hozle; 
lourneping till they came to Brandis, to the houſe of Mi- 
nea, who when ſhe beheld Meruine, O how ber toy excee- 
ded in exceedingnes / ſhe ran and imbzaced him and kiſt 
bim, and laſtly, folve him oft her ard her huſbat. des con- 
verfſon to the tur Faith. 211 which pleaſed him won- 
p2z2ufly ; and hee deſired her fo bee moſt conſtant in her 
opinion and to perſwade all ſheeloned fo the like reloluti⸗ 
on ; fo; wheſo did not belane ſo, ſhould dye the * 
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bztefe, that Lavie ſo laboured , that Croyſanc came with 
400 Chꝛiſtians to B2andis,andp;eſentedthem to Mcruin, 
who glad iy gaue them all kinde acceptation- Then went 
Meruin to the Caſtle to the Count, whom they found ſet in 
| the great Pail at a Table by his Countelle: to whom (after 
3 Meruine had tauſed a trumpet to be ſounded ) he ſaid; Py 
Lo2d of Bꝛandis, we are come to know thy diſpoſition , 
whether thou wilt adoze the true God ot heauen and earth, 
the Samo ofthe world Chaiſt Jeſus. A Saracen that 
fod by. hearing theſe wo2ds,dzew fw2th his knife z thought 
to ſtab Mcruine:but Drohes pzeuentedhun, and with bis 
ſwoꝛd gave him ſuch a blow that he claue his head euen to 
his tecth. at this began analarum in the hall, e on thother 
part, Meruincs 400 Chziſtians gaue alarutn to the Citie, 
as. d put all to death that belæued not in Chꝛiſt Jeſus, and 
bee conuerted. When the Countie Brandis (whoſe name 
was Fourquer)ſaw both his owne danger and his Citties 
deiolation, he came and kneeled downebeioze Meruin, pꝛo- 
miũng faithfully to conucet and be baptiſed. Zhen Meruin 
rayſed vp the Countie, ſoanded a retrapte, and made eucry 
one ſheath hie [wozd, and then went into the cittie, and put 
all to death that would not be conuerted; in the end, they 
all moſt humbly receiued Baptiſme. Tis baine to oc de 
moze of Bꝛandis oz her countrep, they were all conue; ted, 
and baptized : and in the Countrey all round about they 
builded Templcs, Monaſteries, and religians Youſes , in 
which God continually was ſerued, 


2 Then Mcruine muſtered of that Country ten thou- 
ſand, and marchediowards Montment and the Counte 
Fourques went with him, foz he had ſwoꝛne neuer tofayle 
him in anie conflict. In foure dayes ſpace they cams to 
Luternia,and thence marched towards Montment, where 


Matbaburna remained; whoſe labouring thoughts — 
naauy 
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nually were with Meruine: who now had marched till her 
came wit hin fight of PMontment. But an Eſptall ( hauing 
beheld they: Armie went vnto the Towne, and gaue no- 
tice eſpecially to the fierce Pagan Bruant, whome Barant 
had left his Subſtitute ; whoſe hugenes no hozſe was able 
fo ſuppoꝛt, and his ſtrengtij equalling that greatnes To him 
he told, how Pzince Meruine was returned with a great 
Band of chziſtians, and were hard at the cittie walls. Ma- 
thahurna hearing het Loꝛds name reſounded, her hatt dann- 
ced; yet ſhe durſt not fo2 her life diſcouer her topfullnes, but 
fained her ſelfe ſad, (as ſhe was indeed, becauſe ſhe dur ſt not 
bee merrie when ſhe was beſt pleaſed) and ſayd; Brurant, 
let vs bee caxefull left theſe damned Chꝛiſtians enter the 
cittie, foz this vilde Meruine is mercilefie: therefoze J be- 
ſeech you, let the keyes ol the cittie be euerie night bzought 
bp into my chamber. Brurant agreed thereto. Then ſaid 
Mathaburna, 3 will Brurant, that pou iſſue out vpon the 
wzetches, that they may not vaunt that they lodged befoze 
dur tittie, and were not bidden one Skirmiſh. To that mo- 
tion he was willing, wherefoze ( armtng 20000) he ſallied 
out of the gates; whom Meruine and his Armie couragi⸗ 
cufly encountred, himſeife thzowing ten dead to the ground 
befozc ame other Chꝛiſtian appꝛoached. When the Pagans 
beheld his furie they were amazed, and ſaid one to another 
It all the Chꝛiſtians be like to this, it is in vaine we ſtriue 
againſt them. During the Battaile, Mathaburna ads 
en the topof Turgon lo behold her Loꝛd, whom ſhe knew 
by his blows and death that followed them, and alſo by an 
olde Fauo2 cf hers which he did weare in his Helmet. The 
Batfaile continued verie ffrongly, in which Meruine ſhewed 
wondzons Chinalrte; Drohes,Croyſant and Fouchier not 
being ſhc2t of ante Knightly reſolution : but on the other 
fide, Brurant (who was on fote) made mightie flanghter 


of the Chziſtians;at which Drohes was inraged,and with a 
frong 
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ffrong launce charged vpon the Turke, but vid him vs 
hurt, at which Drohes wondered ; but the Turke ſent 
diem backe ſuch a token with his ſwozd , that he cut away 
vne quarter ot his ſhield, and the head of his hoꝛſe alſo, in- 
ſomuch that Drohes was faine to deſcend to the earth to 
7 beginafotecombate : but the Zurke (who was ol ſtrange 
mit) tele him vp in his armes, and in deſpite of all men 
boze him into M ontment, del nering him into ſhe cuſtodie 
of the Pagans, and then returned aaine where he ſawe 
Meruine make amightiefl mghtcr ot his ſouldiers that now 
were flying to ſ&ke ſafetie: whom as he incountred he 
ſaid, Towards, whither will you? tourne , 02 ere night 
pou ſhall all tepent vou. Sit (laid ene of them ) death ts 
woꝛzſt, and that wee are ſure of, if we turne to yond pus 
ifant mightie ore. Which ( ſayd Bruraut) : ſh2iv mee 
that Gallant. J will do that ( ſaid one of his Soult iets 
ſo you will let mer come behinde pou. And then he ſhewed 
him where Meruine was, fo whom hee went; and offering 
to ſtrike him with his axe, the hoꝛſe Paſſant ( ſeeing the 
blow ) retyzed, andinſtantlytaraed agatne, whereby Mer- 
uine gane the Turke ſuch a mightie blowe , that if his 
ſwod had not bꝛoken he had there finiſhed the Battaile: 
then he the the pomelland hilts , which he caſt at him fo 
vehemently, that hee bꝛought him on his knees; and ther 
taking his yzon mace from him, with it gave hen fuch a 
bloty, that he felled him to the earth. 

T hen came aninfinite number of pagans about him, who 
raiſed him vp, and as ſone as he was come to himſelfe, hee 
cried , Let vs flieſouldiers, let vs ſlle, ſoʒ it is impolſibie to 
indure theſe ſtrange bio wes . Then tanne the Pagans a⸗ 
maine towardes the towne , and the Chaiſtians purſued 
them, of whom inshe entraunce they flue abundance.not- 
withſtanding yet the Darazens got into the tolvre 4 cloſed 
bp their gates, at which Meruine was diſpleaſed but 
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would haue bene much moze grieued, had he knowne that 
Drohes had bin taken pꝛiſoner. The chꝛiſtlans went unte 
their pauiliona hang loſt but ſeuen hundzed, menen 
gans eight thouſand. 


3 Brurant bzoughtto Mathaburna the Qnight Dro- 
hes, with this ſporch,ſaping, adam, behold here is one of 
the chaſtians that bath bene our ſcourge this day: pleaſeth 
your Ladiſhip to keeps him, and pꝛeſent him to pzince Ba- 
rant my Loꝛd and Maſter, your ropall loue:that will J not 
(ſaid Mathaburna) but befoze to mozrow in the mozning 
diſpatch bim of his life, 3 knewe his name to be Drohes; 
and pleaſed it Mahomet, that as J haue hun, J had that 
diflopall Meruinc, who againſt my ſoule made me bo bap- 
tized, J would pꝛeſent him to my royall loue Barant, that 
hee might take of him a neuer ts be equalled vengeance. 
Wien the gentle Drohcs heard her, he anſwered; What 
Madam, are theſe ſpeeches your owne, 02 vakindely boz- 
Lower? 3 tell pon, Meruine fe the wozlo would not thus 
vnkindly fozget pou, but louts pou ag his owne ſaluation. 
Peace (ſaid Mathaburna; ſyeake net to me, fo thou (halt 
know that in deſpight af what thou haſt ſpoken of Meruin 
thou (halt be hanged. Then calling apagin to hir ſhe com 
maunted him to impꝛiſon Drohes, andtobaingthe keys to 
her pꝛeſently: which inunediatly was done: and Drohes a⸗ 
lone, beganne to extlaime againſt women, and ts cuxſe their. 
ſexe/ la the inconſtancie of Mathaburna. 
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x How the cittic of Montment was taken by the 
meanes of Mathabarna, 2 The delivery of Drohes out 


on it d och | | 
* on, and ot er accidents 


Pall was the hope of life retained in Prohes 
after hee ves impꝛiſoned, and the keves cars 
; ried to the Lady. that ſwoꝛe in che moꝛring he 
YN thoulo bee carned to the gallows . 45 adatt 

l (ſatd Brurant) do pour owne wil foz my Kot 
— at his departure commoundedme to obey du in all 
things . Tis true, teplied che, therefoze ſee my commande- 
ments be effeeted , and to her ſelfe{woze all the gad polli- 
blefoz the chꝛiſtians. Meruine by this time hauing miſled 
Drohes, made inquirte (o2 him, but no man could teli nie 
newes, wherefoze be canfed diligent ſearch to be made, tut 
a ſqutre came and repoztedthat Brurant had boꝛne Hin pꝛi- 
ſoner into the tittie. At which woꝛrdes Meruine toze big 
batros, lamented , and ſwowned till Croyſant came and 
perſwaded hum ta be appeaſed: foꝛ Mathaburna beeing in 
the tit ie there could no miſchance befal him,foz He knew thet 
the was Lady and miſtreſſe of the toione, and the pꝛoudeſt 
Sarazin durſt not diſobey her. This gaue ſome reſpite to 
bis mone s. Pet he went and thꝛew hiniſelfe vpon his bed, 
and world not be fullp comfozted. In the end hee fel! on 
his knees, and made a vow fo the Codof heanon, that it it 


Would pleaſe him to roſtoze his veate ſriend Driokes, bee 
2 would 
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would neuer fleepe on bed, exchange apparrell dʒinke wine, 
no: cate fleſh, neither eipouſe wife , till he had poſed the 
ſeas, and ſlaine, that inanſpitivas fone of religion falig 
Barant, the ruine of chꝛiſtendome. This ſpake Meruine 
ſo cffectually, that his deſire mas graunted (as you ſhall 
heare.) Thebeautifull Mathaburna whoſe buſte thoughts 
were vertues agents, when ali the Pagans were laid af 
reſt, ſhe tokethe keyes and went ts Drohes whom the no 
ſoner ſawe but ſhee imbꝛace d, and with Joyes teares de⸗ 
maunded how Meruine dit, When Drohes had heard her 
he ſtode amazed and ſaio, ah inconſtant Lady, thou haſt 
llaine me with thy chaunge and att vnwozthy to ſpeakeof 
him from whom thou art chaunged. Suffice it J knowe 
thine intent, and my death is wellcome , Piſtake 
not faire Knight , ( ſatd ſhe ) foz by my paſt thoughts 
pꝛoteſt he is the God of my deſiers, what J did, was tode- 
teiue the Pagans » who are waking Dzagons that neuet 
llecpe about mee: therefoze J pzay thee tell mee how hee 
fareth , and bee notoffended at mee. Drohes then reſslued 
of her trueth replied ; Molt gratious adam hee is frou- 
bled in nothing but onelp foz thy want, whom abone all 
thinges hee deſireth , onely J doe knowe mine abſence is 
no pleaſure to him , and 3 doe know that hee will put his 
foztune in daunger fo2 my deliuerie: therefoze 3 p2ap pou, 
god Ladie, let vs aduiſe how eaſieſt he map be-maiſter of 
the Citie, leſt in daring to to bolt ely we repent his hazard. 


— . YT YT OT I ETTT—R—_—_—_—_ _ — 


2 All is dane already, ſaid ſhe, therefoze come fazth 
and foliow me, then thee conducted hem where hee was 
armed, and then bade him come away with thzee hundzed 
of his bet knights, and J will hero attend his comming. 
Drohes effected all het wiſh, and in bzieſe, bzought the 
Pzince where the Lady attended; and whoſo had gagely 
their meeting, would haue marnelled, and wenne, — 
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than Lone there could not be a greatet godhead. He lining 
in her, and ſhe in his boſome, either embzactuc the other 
with ſuch entire nelle of ſptrite , that as they had but one 
heart, euen fo they ſcemed to haue but one body, vntill 
Drohes talling Honour from Lones combate, told them 
they migot herreafter conſume ages in their happineſſe. 
But now it was fitter to thinke vpon the death of the pa- 
gans. Tis true, tis true, ſaid Meruine, and then with all 
ſpeed they entted, and Meruin deficed Mathaburna to guide 
him to Brutants chamber, tyat 3 may confes hm with this 
pꝛon mace belege he paſſe to his graue. Then ſhe led um to 
the doe, and ſald, euen here he lla peth, if you can open it. 
Chat ſhall ſone be done (ſaid Meruinc) and then with his 
heaup mace he gaue ſuch a blowe, that the doe bꝛake inte 
many paces into the chamber. When Brurant heard the 
ſound, he ſaid , what deuill makes this noyſe? You ate de» 
teiusd, ſaid Vleruine, it is a charitable chaplaine , that is 
come to ſet pou the right way to your graue, if pou refuſe 
fo be baptized, I had rather, ſaid Brurant, loſe my head: 
Thineowne mouth ſhall be thy iudge, ſaid Meruine and 
then heauing vppe his mace, he flue him as he lap, which 
ſene to Mathabutua, with a ſmile ſhe aſked Meruinc how 
many he had confeedia that manner, as he paſſed though 
the conatrep» 4 wozld madame ſayd he, and then he paſ 
ſed from chamber tocham&zer,andleft not a bꝛeat hing ſouls 
which refaſed to be baptized. Co be b2icfe; there was not a 
left, which came not craping on his knees and beg- 
gedthat be uvght be baptized. This done, Meruine tau- 
ſed a moſt ropall and truunphant cha tiot of gold to be niade 
in which hecauſed Mathaburna toude and match auth him 
though all he country of Surry. And when tho'e of the 
tawonc of qua vice od of his conuming,they inet hun 
with the keys of then g tes thzce lragues from the towne. 
There after they had ceſted joure dates, he marched to {c- 
E 3 tuſalem. 
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raſalem . In bziefe, after he hadconuerted that mother of 
cities, he went to perfozme his vowes , and viſite the holie 
ſepulchze,which alſo Mathaburna did. Zhence went they 
to Babilon, which he conquered by alſault , and cauſed all 
to be baptized. To be ſhozt in my diſconrle , iu lcfle ſpace 
than a yeare and an halfe , he bꝛought to the knowledge of 
Chziftian religion moꝛe than an dundzed nugh!y cities, all 
which cities be held vnder bis gourrnement, and from eue⸗ 
xy one at them tok the experteſt ſouldiers to furniſh vp his 
boaſt, ſo ihat now departing from Babylon, he returned to 
Montment, and then he imbarked himſelſe fo; France : in 
which tourney we will leaue him, and returne to ſpeake of 
the emperour Charles, and of Barant the Cruell,who cons 
tinued his ſtege againſt Maiancc. 


CH SIR RES 
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CHAP, XX. 


078085 


CHILE 


Ho Barant ehallenged combat of Charles himfelfe 
alone againſt three or fine; 2 How he ouercame all 
the hue. 


du may remember how Barant the Cruel 
kept king Charles in Matence, who wag 

A — — with dꝛeadfull war and with 
e amine, wanting both men to 5 
Nl and foztune to ſupply, being as then tr the 
fowne thirty perſons , and when Barant 

perceiued that the French emperoꝛ durſt no moze giue him 
battell,he armed himlelfe , and full of pzide, hee 2 
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chalenged Charlemaine to ſend fo2th tha 02 ſlue of the res 
nowmedſt knights he had, to combat with him alone: any 
if they could vangnich him, then his vnreft ould haue en 
ding ot her wiſe they ſhould be thꝛalls to his mercy. Char- 
lemaine at this offer ſtode aſtoniſhed pet pondering well, 
he pꝛomiſed in ſeuen dayes to giue him an anſwer : inthe 
meane ſpace he conſulted with his barons , but neuer came 
to any conclufton ; the laſt dap, as they were in conſaitation 
they might heare Barant trying at the pozt, There is this 
Charles of France? where are his champtons? hat, ſhall 
J be combvated with, pea oz no: As he ſpake theſe wozdes 
king Charles came vpn the walles, and told him that he 
Gonlo, fuz fine knights within were ready fo; the batteil, 

onely he deſired hoſtage fo2 perfozmance of the articles: to 
that Garant acco2ded and ſent into the city two noble Ma⸗ 
gans, whom theking cauſed to be impꝛiſoned : then iſlued 
ont of the city armed, himſelfe, duke Naymes, the Pzince 


'Loys, peang Dion of Bantuell , and Andri of Holland, 


they all marched on fot , fo2 the famine had not left them a 
hoꝛſe fs ride on, and being tome into the liſtes, Barant 
entred mounted and armed exce ding ropally, who ſeeing 
them on fot, demanded iwhy they were not on hoꝛzſebache; 
anſwer wa made by Charlemaine, That they had not an 
hozſe loft aliue within the Citie. By Mahomet (ſaide Ba- 
rant) J will not (ae ſe much honour as to combat with 
men half: armed, and therefoze inſtant iy ſent fo2 the beit 
hozſes of his campe, and mounted them, and gaus them 
launces into th2ir hands, and then ſounding trumpets, 


they began the battell, 


2 {Holt terrible was the firff incounter, where the chat- 
Hians running all together bzoke their taues with ſuch fus 
rie, that they ouerthzcw both Barant and his hozſe toge⸗ 
ther, but he quickely reconered himſelſe againe, who inra⸗ 
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ned fo2 the death of his hoꝛſe, went againft the chꝛiſtians 
with Entrant naked in his hand and at he firſt blow ſtroke 
Andri of Holland dead to the ground, which ſcene to 
Charles and the reſt, all at once bzauelp aſſaulted him, but 
with Entrant he defended himſelle like a man of immoztall 
reſolution: intollerable was the fight on euetp ſide, and 
many pzayers Charles mate vnto heauen, tut the cares of 
the Almigbtie were fopped agatalſt hum becauſe of the ci⸗ 
uill diſſention be cauflefle beganne in Denmatke. By this 
time Barant ſtroke pzince Loys with huge fozce on the 
helnie but the ſ\wo25 turning in his hand, loſt his pewer 
of doing e till, onelp glauncing by his ſhield it fell vpon big 
hoz7e, and cut his head from his body, ſo that Loys was 
fo2ced tofall, and that ſo vnfoztunately, that the hozſe fal- 
ling vpon him he was not able toi iſe againe fo the wozldg 
riches: wich was wo2ſe than death to Charles, when be 
beheldit, whoſe foztune was like his ſonnes miſchiefs,fo; 
at the next blowe he cutte off the headof his hozſe , but the 
emperour in a trice recourred his fete againe, but withall 
was ſoꝛe wounded in ene of his thighes,and that ſo moztal- 
ty. that hee was fozced to withdꝛaw from the pzeaſe; which 
to duke Naymes was wozſe than popſon, who followed 
their foteſteppes in miſetie, being ſtricken from his hozſe, 
and intollerably wounded: to Dion the like euill chaunced, 
whoſe hozit flare, himſelfe was taken pꝛiſonet; and with 
hun thother thzee, whole wounds left no fozce to rule their 
weapons. To be bziefe, they were all inip;iſoned in Ba- 
rants tents , who triumphed at his owne gloʒie, which he 
thought wozthy a godhead : but within foure dayes after 
newes was bzought to him of Meruines army,which was 
then within tenue leagues of his camoc, 
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CHAP. XXI, 


1 How Aferuine incountred Paham the ſon of Belma- 
rine with ten thouſand pagans that were forragiug. 
who were all conquerd except three, 2 How Bahar 
renounced abomet, 3 How the three that eſca- 
ped reported the action vnto garant, who flew one 
of them for bringing ſuch euill newes. 


| 4 * ruine (ſaith the hiſtoꝛie) trauelled with ſa 
;1earneft deſire, not takingreft, that he came 
— 5 witt in ten leagues of the hoaſt of Barant 
H the Crucll, at what time ancſpiallcame to 

= 2% > htm and gauc him intelligente of an army 
or Pagans t 2 the nun ber often thouſand that marched not 
farre off tow rs Birants cumpe , bearing thither aboun⸗ 
d int ſtoꝛe of all manner ofp2ontſton, which he no (onec did 
heare but he told Drohes that it behoued them to be part- 
ners of their banquet ; whereupon he marched to a wood, 
by which ofneceſitythey muſt paſſe. and when they were 
come within a catiere therecf, Meruine gaue thema b2iue 
charge , the ſodainnefſe whereofamazed Baham : but be- 
ing infozcedby extreamitie, heinconraged his followers, 
and requited the onſet. The battell was hot foz alitle ſpace, 
but the intolerable blowes of Meruine toto much fo; any 
man to beare, put the poze Pagans to their wittes ends, 


who ſeeking to flie miſchtele, found themſelues ſo intloſed 


with miſchiefe , that they were infozced to intertaine him 
as their beſt vnwelcommed companion: yet amongeſt al, 

thzie eſcaped, who with the wings of feare were carried bes 
rand 
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twoꝛd ftroke him and felled him to the groun o, and flue his 
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yond feare:yet feare being ſtil in their boſo:nes, the reſt were 
put to the (wozd, enely Baham ſutuiued, to whom Pzince 
Meruine offered many fanowm's , if he would renounce his 
falſe god which he vtterly refuſes : then Meruine with his 


bozſe vnder him: Then flocked the Ty2ifttans about hum, 
and had flaine him, if Meruin had not bertie his redemer. 


2 Whehen Meruine had ſaued Baham from themultitude 
of ſ\wo2des, hee offered him againe mercy, if he would res 
neunce-Mahomet ; Baham ſceing his fete in the doe of 
death, and all hope fledfrom his knowledge, kneeled dolone 
to Meruin and ſaide, wonder of knighthod, J ycelo to thee, 
and giue my {\wozd which is mine honour to thp diſpoſing, 
vowing hencefozth torenounce Mahomet,and al falſe gods; 
in witneſſe whereof my deſire is to be baptized, Meruine re- 
lopced at theſe woꝛds, and toke him to fanoz. 


3 By this time the th;ee that eſceped from the chꝛiſtians 
oz s had ſo haſted, that they were now come to the Pa- 
gan hoſte, where they found Baraar the Crucl thꝛeatening 
Charles with death, if he would not renounce his God, and 
fall downe befoze Mahomet : to the which, the godemperaz 
gaue but a little 0z a carelefle attention . TUhen they were 
appꝛoched, thep felon their knees, one of them ſaying: Never 
to be conquered pzince and god ol nations, know, wee baing J 
tha heawie and vnſpleaſant news, foz Bahama of Eelmatin 


and his 10000 Followers whame thou hadſt ſent f@zth to 
fozage about the Country, were tncountred wit ha heroicall 
Chziſtian, accompanied with an army et redoubted Chiua⸗ 
liers; by whom he and his drmie are all flaine and diſtom⸗ 
fited: there foʒe aduiſe your Highneſſe what to da, fo not 
ante man is able to withſtand that Cbʒiſtian; who is vn- 
ubtedly a diuell (ent from the depth of hell and no earthly 
creaturs 
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1 creature. Then Barant heard this ſpeech he rouzd himſelfe 

L and(fullotmozethan lunaticke anget) with his fit he ſfrake 
the meſſenger dead to the ground, foz being the anthour of 
ſuch bad cepoꝛtings: from whence roſe this Pzouerbe, Ye 
is ent!tcome trat euill b. ings. The other two ſesung their 
Companion dead, fledde from his pzeſence, and concealed 
themſelucs. Gribouart his Counſatlonr had chid him, foz 
his raſhneTe, and with ſweete woꝛds laydea fleepe his ans 
ger, then were they ſent fo2 againe . and Barant aſkt if it 
were true their fellow hadſwozne: and they ſwoze by ho 
ly Mahomet it was, Then grew Barants wzath ſo great, 
that he could not ſpeake of along time: in the end, when 
his woꝛds dad libertie, (after manieoutramongcurſings ) 
be commaunded the :;nefſergers to bee impꝛiſoned, vows 
ing, ikthe nebus fell 2ut contratie, ta make their deaths a li⸗ 
ning example. Then hee cauſfd an hundzed thouſand to 
arme themſelues and marched iwzth , to trie ik it were 
inſt oꝛ na Ling Belmarine did contatthem, vowing to 
reuenge with the death ob manie thouſand Chaſtiang) his 
Sonnes miſtoꝛtune. After their departure, Charle maine 
and his tellowe 132:ſoncrs fell to argue of this occurrent , 
wondꝛing what Chꝛiſtiaus they ſhould bee that ſhould vn⸗ 
dectake this wonderſull enterp2iſe. ds nue ſaid Naymes) 
J cannot geſſe who it ſhould be : onely this 1:ff night 3 

0 dꝛeamt that the famous Duke Oger was riſen agame, and 

; come ta dcliuer vs. Then (ſatd Charlemaine) thug do 3 

| pꝛophecie; Gov hath denuered Meruine the Senne af that 
mightie one, and it is onelp hee that muſt be our ranſome. 
Thus talkt they as they were in pꝛiſon of Mcruine, who * 
marched on ſa faſt, that now he was come withm thefight 
af an hundzed thouſand, that paged on in a moſttumnultu- 
aus diſozder. 
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CHAP. XXII. 
1 How ÞBarartshandred thouſand were ouerthrewne 


by eMerwme. 2 How Barant then came with all his 
hoaſt, except three hundred, and marched againſt 


the Chriſtians. 


pen Meruine had taken aperfect viewof the 
$7 Pagan army comming towards him he diui⸗ 
VV wry bed his boaſt intothze battalions , and rode 
rom ranke toranke, giuing ſuch tacourage- 
ment, that like the mating ok long abſent 
Friends, ſo was warre welcome into their boſomes. This 
while the Pagans like mad men tame running , one here, 
one there, and another in another place, in ſuch diſoꝛder, that 
toyning with the Chziſti ins, they were flaine like gnats, 
9; new boꝛne infants. The trie of them was ſo hozrible, 
that it was heard to the campe where Barant lay, who in- 
ffantly cauſed euzry man to be ina ceadineſſs, but ſware, 
not to leaue his tents till hee had newes of the Conqueſt: 
but there remamed very tew to baing tidings, death was (0 
bitter amongſt themi, Ot all the Pagans, king Butitarr 
was molt wozthy in arines, ar d made the preateftflanghs 
ter of the Chziſtians , till Drohes incountring him, at the 
firſt blowe ſtrake off his left arms, and at the next, claue 
his helmet and head downe enen to his teeth. And then 
beganne a ſecond out-crte, which was heardenen bnfo the 
Citie ct aiante the noyſs whereof added vigourto the 
Chuſtian hearts; o that they ſpared not any,but put all to 
the ſwoꝛd that din ſt abide an incountring an hund ed only 
| eſcaping, 


| 
N 
A 
4 
; 
ö 


15 


= hl © ä — . 
* — 4_ 4 « - . * 5 
. — . \ oo Wr w _ 5 25 j 8 1 © - ” 
_ = w y- ” - = — — -_ N —_ _ o 
" "> » ” - 8 


o 
SF. 


325 
the hiſtory of Meruine, 
eſcaping, the reff llaine oz taken pziſcners, Afterthis Con⸗ 
queſt, Meruine talled all his army together,andafter pꝛai⸗ 
les giuen to God , he commanded them to ſit downe and 
refreſh themſc lues with viaualls: foz be vndetſlod by one 
of his pziſoncrs, that at midnight Barant was minded fo 
glue them ne w battell , M hen they had refreſhed them 
ſelues, Meruine retired himſelfe and his army vnts a foati- 
fied place, to which there was but a ſtreight and natrow 
way fo paſſage: where hauing pitched his tents, he toke 
Drohes aſide, and ſaide : The reaſon why J haue retired 
my ſelle is, fo2 that we are neatt our enemies, and mine 
army conſieth of many nations , and by much moze than 
J dare wholy truſt, therc faze, ſith there is but this treight 
entrance to annoy vs you and I this night will watch and 
gatd it, and 20000 to ſecond vs, whileſt thereſt ſhall take 
their repoſe guietly , To this Drohes condeſcended, put- 
ting euerytþingiaerecution with great care. Duting the 
which tune, the fugitiue Pagans that were runne from 
the bat f eil, made ſuch ſpeed, that they tame into Barants 
campe, crying , O pzuꝛce Bat ant, pꝛinte Barant, thou art 
much to lo e un thy teuenge, foz thine army is rumed, 
dead and conquered, the Chaiſtians vadonbtedly haue got⸗ 
ten the god ol warre from Heauen, aud no moztall man is 
able to indute his pʒoweiſe: fo2 if he once eie, whomſoes 
wer he toucheth, he is but a dead man, What is hequuth 
Barant, thou ſo ertolleſt to be thus famoufly renowmed : 
IJ know not anſwzred the Pagan, but J haue heard them 
all call his name Meruine . Charles ſtanding by and heas 
ring this, cauid not containe his wy within his owne bo⸗ 
ſome, but told ihe Duke Naymes; Row is thy viſion ef- 
fected, and therevowmed Pzince Meruine will giue vnto 
vs free liberty. 3arant on the other part ſeemed to retopce 
moze than the Chaiſtians, ſayingz Now ſhall my fame at- 
tame an euetlaſtung Crowne ,. foz to moꝛtow next "_ 
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the midreft of the dap. A will not lea ue ot all his number 
oue beat hing Theiltian. 


2 Then commaunding a trumpet to be ſounded, he pze- 
ſently ſonunoned al his hoſt together, and all his clephants, 
whech were infinite in number, and with them departed 
towards Meruine , leauing but onely 300. to guard his 
Kents and the Emperour , with the other pꝛiſoners Ba- 
rant htmſelfe marched the laſt man, and ſwate by Maho- 
met, that whoſoeuer turned his backe fo2 ſeareof a Chi- 
clan, hebimſclife would lay him. Bztefly to ſpeake , Ba- 
rant at laſt came where Meruin had foꝛtiſied humſeife with 
charrtots and other carrtages,bhunſelfe and Drohes guard- 
ing the entraunce with 2 0000 ſenldiers, all on fote ; pet 
with ſolempnity pzoteſting , that whoſoever would enter, 
ſhould foz his daring pꝛeſumpiion fo2feit his life fo raun⸗ 
ſome . By this time Barauts atm came and afſaultsd the 
charriots , and turned them ouer andonerts make them⸗ 
ſelues a paſſage , at la came to the entrance, where Mer- 
nine and Drohes wert: who made ſuch a flanghter of the 
inſt dels as was hideous to behold, In batefe befoze the ſun 
axoſe, there were 40000 pagans ſlaine, and not one chziſti⸗ 
an. Che lunne being riſen, Meruine ſaluted it with great 
iop / tauſing all his trumpets to ſound, remoued thꝛœ char⸗ 
xist s, and made way foꝛ his army to iſſae out, inconraging 
them ſo, that he thought himſ le vnwoꝛthp to line, that 
aduent ured not to die foz the honour of ſg bherotcall a Com⸗ 
inander. Mathaburna all this while was gardedby Croi- 
{ant , and two thouſand Chꝛiſtians, the teſt all ina rout 
aſſailed the Pagans, wounding oz killing all with whom 
they incountred . Nowbeganne the batteilto be extreanm 
and feate full, Meruine ſhewing himſelke ſtill vnuanquich⸗ 
able Meruine: 24. heſitt ere his lante bꝛoke, and ſo was 
* moꝛe with his (wozd , all in a moment he geb alſo the 

king 
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king Orband, and diuers other kings. Amongſt the Choi 
ſtians there was a pong Gentieman ok Jeruſalem, that 
with one blom claue a pagan from the head to the teeth; 
which Meruine ſeing laughed at, ſwearing to make him 
a knight,and did ſo. In bztefe,ſo cozagtons were the Ch2t- 
fians, that now the pagans ſtod amazed, and durſt not 
come neare either Meruine 02 Drohes , ſo dzeadfull they 
were. All this while Mathaburna woze out het time in 
pꝛaping foz the happy eſtate of her Lozd Meruine ; whoſe 
balo2 ſo far extended, that there was not a Pagan of ac⸗ 
count left to aſſaile them, but now began to take flight: the 
which Baran: beholding, he railed on Mahomet, till a cex⸗ 
tame king came to him, and ſatd, O my loꝛd, why are you 
now leaden foted, oz ſo low to euter into the battell?Loke, 
{woke , holy pour people are conquered; and onelp two are 
lozds of this great triumph , Barant would not heare an 
endok his ſpeach, but like a hungrie wolle put ſputres to 
his ho2ſe, and charging his lauxce, ranne in amongeſt the 
Chꝛiſtians with ſuch violence, that he thzew him dead to 
„ the groun dat the fir ſt incounter: but when his lance was 
bꝛoken, hee dzew his ſwyꝛo. aud with it did uuracies vpon 
miracles. kilung all that eue he touched. which when the 
Chailtians ſaw, they beganne to fla from one ſioe of the 
field vnto an ather : but ſtill he purſuesd them, making 
hauocke of them. ut thelength (fo2 their (afeties)they cu⸗ 
fred amongſt the chariots , but he followed them crying: 
Where is the traito2 that hath berne the rinne of mine ars 
mie : let him come and trie his foztune with me. And as 
he was thus in ſpeaking , he beheld Mathaburna, whom 
kindely be ſaluted, and ſalde: Ladie, well met, alſure thy 
ſelle, this day Ile reuenge my ſelfe and thee of that mon⸗ 
\ frous villaine, that hath bzought the hither, and detaines 
myloue his pzifoner . Thus ſpake Barant that imagined 
the Lady had loued him. She the paze ſoule , beta, 
mo 
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029 than a fearofull amazement fo behold her bozroz (s 
neare her. At this, Croiſanrand his company charged Ba- 
rant, but in lee than an hore he llew halſe of them. Of 
which Meruine being aduertiſed, with al ſpeed tame to the 
reſcue,ſaying to Barant; Traitour, thou haſt fozfeited thy 
lilo with to much hardines, and thy daring is not pardona⸗ 
ble. Barant (with Redfaft eies xt on him) demanded firff 
bis name. p name ad he is Meruine. Meruine ſal Ba- 
rant, O execrable tratto2:tis (hon that haſt ſlaine my men, 
robbed ms of my Tout, and it is thou whom J ton fog, and 
ol thee zle be reuenged : pet ik thy valure equall the fame 
that flies of tha actoꝛd, that thou and 4, in fingle combat, 
maintaine ecg againſt other our foztunes: theſe articles as 
creed vnto, That if J be vanquiſhed, all paynim countries 
ſhall do ther homage , and Charles with man y other pꝛiſo⸗ 
ners ſhalbe reſtozed : but if J vanquith the, that then thou 
ſhalt fall dowue and adoze Mahomet. Pagan qd Meruin, 
I ſa thmetnfinite pzide,yet am J willing to perfozme thy 
will: but this withall added, that thou ſend foz Charles 
and the other Chꝛiſtian pꝛiſoners tobehold the combat, and 
Ile oppoſe to them Mathaburna , whem thon ſo much de- 
fireft, It ſhalbe done qv Barant, and then ſounded a gene- 
tall retrait, ech armie returning to theit tents. Pet vnde 
tand that of the 2 00060 pagans which were at the begin 
ning of the battell, there was now but 7000, and the chzb 
ftians that were 100000, now were but 24000, all the 
reſt oz themoKof them Kaineby the ſwoꝛd of Barant. 
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CHAP, XXIII. 


t Ofthe ſingle combat betwixt Meruine and Barant , 
and of the death of Barant. 2 The deliuery of Char/: 
and the other Chriſtians , and the ouerthrow of the 


Pagans. 


vs D w were the Chziſtians retired, and the pa- 
ans alſo, to whom Barant repoztedhis con- 
#9 clufion with Meruine, and thereſ0ze diſars- 
PEGS med himſelfe , commaunding new armes to 
3 be pzoulded foz hum: Meruine on the other 
part did the ſame. When Barant was netulp armed again 
to his ltking,he mounted vpon his hozſe , tk a launte into 
his hand, and marched vnto t de liſts, and wity him Charls 
and thother pziſoners,as Meruine had deſired, who by this 
time ( mounted on Paſſant)with alance in his hand,bzing- 
ing Mathaburna on a palfrey trapt in gold, came alſo into 
the liſts. There found he Barant, to whom he ſaide, Se 
Barant , this is the beauty of my life, foz her ſake this da» 
ſhall thy foztune oz mine be buried. Thou art a fwle quoth 
Barant, faz were there ten ſuch as thyſelfe,they coglo not 
be my conquetoꝛs. Barant ſaid Meruine, let thy ſwozdbe 
thine Dzato2 ; fo2 in deſpite of thee, J giue thee a ſhameful 
defiance. This ſaid , they retired either from other, and 
charging their lances, met with a fearetull mcounter; Ba- 
rant bzeaking his ſtaffe , and doing no further miſchtefe : 
but Mcruine afſailedhim ſocouragiouſly, that piercing his 
ſhield thzough, be onerthzew Barant to the ground, great- 
ly aſtoniſhed wich the (cake; yet notwithtanding ina ve⸗ 
* ry 
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rie moment he raiſed himſelfe againe and vowed by Ma- 
homet , that it he could but faſten hand on Mernine, hee 
would make him foz euet charging affe againe. When 
Meruine hadperfourmed his courfe, and was returned, he 
tried: Batant, either pay me fo2 the lodging thou haſt ta⸗ 
ken poſſeſſion of , oz by the holy virgin Ile haue thy head 
foz a gage. When Bar ant ſaw he made a ieaſt of hum, hes 
dꝛew Entrant, gining Meruine ſuch a blow on his ſhield, 
that cleaning it in the middeſt. he pierced his currats, and 
wounded him inthe body, but pet to little 02 no puipoſe. 
Meruine at the firſt dzawing knew the ſwo2d, and ſaid: J 

p2ay thee Barant, tell me how thou gotſt that ſoad. By 
Liabomer quoth he, the maſter of my foztune,and he who 
will giue me conqueſt oner the, J meane the powerfull 
ſpirite Mutafier, that hath calculated my ſt :rres, and al- 
ſured me that no man ſhalbe able fo oucrcome me, but he 
who neuer taſted womans milke , twas enen he that gaue 
it to mee: and aſſured me at that time mozeouer , that the 

knight that owed it, ſhould neuer be deliuered kram a hel- 
lich pziſon, where he was in durante Barant, Barant, gd 
Meruine, ſeſt thou this Mate that hangeth by my ſavvle, 
afſure thee in deſpite ol thy maſter Mutafier, it hall ſtrikt 
thy like from thy bod, except thou wilt renounce Maho- 
met, and then thy peace and my loue ſhall iopne together. 
Barant madded with his woꝛds, toke the vꝛon ends ot his 
launce, and ſwoze to Meruine, it he would not deſcend, he 
would kill his hozſe vnder him . Then Meruine alighted, 
and ſ ware that his diſſention ſhouldcoſt hun deare ore they 
parted, Paſſant bowing his knees to the earth, that his 
loꝛd might alight the moze eaſily . Now ſtod they one a- 
gainſt the ether like two angry lions, continuing a diſmall 
and vnconſtant battell, uo man being able to iudge —— 
way Uictozy was affeced : in the end they cloſed 


and ouerthzew ech ater, tumbling and :iming tl thevay 
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was ſhut vp by the euening and the darke night appearrd 
at what time Barant requeſted Mcruinc to deferre the en- 
ding ot the combat til the next mozning,to which the pꝛince 
agreed, becauſe that b the meanes of Mutafier that then 
divelt in the pagans body, he was much ouertoiled, When 
ech army was returned to their tents, in the dead of night 
"Barant aſkt the reaſon of Mutafier, why he could not that 
day vanquiſh Mcruine. O Barant ſaide the diuell. be not 
-offended, foz he is the moſt valiant , wiſe, refolute and fo2- 
tunate champion of the wozld; and know, if it had not bin 
foz me, this day he had many times flaine th, therefo2e 
Icharge thes, that to mozrow thou hold with him neither 
faith nu2 loyaltie, but by any treaſon whatſocuer, ſeeke his 
deſttudion, otherwiſe is he neuer tobe vanquiſhed , and 
' with all the power Jam able, afſure thy ſelfe of mine alli 
ſtance .- At theſe wazdes the diuell entred againe into the 
pagan : and the night hauing her diſcharge , the cleare day 
appeared, when acco2ding to his fozmer 02der he came into 
the field, and armed with Mutafiers pzomiſes , called out 
Meruine, who ſumptuonfly appointed, entred the liſtes, 
then they charged their lances, and incountred each other, 
- piercing their ſhiclds , and bzeaking their ſtaues vpon their 
curaces, and that with ſach fnris, that they were both o- 
. uerth2owne to the ground. PaCant feeling himſelfe dcli- 
uered of his maſter, went firſf to Barants hozſe and ſtran⸗ 
gled him, and then to Barants ſelfe,whomalſo he had ſtran⸗ 
gled, if Mutafier in a fearefull ſhape had not ſhewed him 
ſelle vnto him, and made the hozſe fearfully flie away. By 
this time Meruine had ſt ticken Barant ta the ground, but 
in a trice he aroſe and made requitall ot his ſo2row , giuing 
Meruine ſuch a blowe with Entrant the god ſwoꝛd, that 
paſſing through the helmet, it gaue him a ſoʒe wound, and 
made both his knees to kille theearth : but when he reco- 
uered hianſelis , he ranne and cloſed with Barant, and by 
P 2 maine 
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maine power ouerthꝛew him. and in the fal laid hold on En⸗ 
trant, which he recouered from the pagan then riſing, the 
pagan tok tom him his mate, ano then began a new bat⸗ 
cell, fill at daſt Meruine gathering all his koꝛces together, 
and turning Entrant alofr, uroke Barant ſuch a blow, as 
in deſpite of all telſtante he claue his head. 


„ * 5 
. 
1 


2 Then fell Barant downe dead, in whom the Dinell 
challenged poefſion : and then the Chaiſtians aſſauled the 
agans, whom in an inſtant they ouerthzew, 4000. bes 
ng willing to recetue baptiſme : no ſoner were the pagans 
banquiſhed, but Meruine gaue all that they poſſeſſed a- 
mongeſt his ſouldiers , whileſt in the meane ſpace Charles 
went to Meruine , and doing him all the honour he couly 
deniſe, ſaid: Thou colume of our religion and wonder of 
knighthod, to thee will J ſurrender the crowne of France, 
toꝛ, but thee, no man is wozthy to receiue it, Emperour 
quoth Meruine, farre be my thoughts from that imagina⸗ 
tion, thy crowne is thy birth right, and Jlebe thy ſernant. 
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CHAP. XXIIII. 
i How /feruine maried Mathaburna, 2 of the great 
folempnity at Maiance tor 1oy thercof, 


Fter theſe peaches betwene the Cmperour 
and Meruine, they raiſed their tents and did 
march towards the citie of Maiante, all the 
Cleargy and Commons thereof comming in 

i y:ocefitons to mæt them, in which ceremoni- 
dus ſozt they entred into the city, being richly adozned clean 
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th:ougheut,and all the Ladies and gentleipomen ſtanding 

in windoives to beholde the beanteons Meruine, who on 
the one fide , and the king on theother , matched with Ma- 
thaburna betwæne them. No ſaner was Meruine diſcos 
ueted, but. eaery creatures both pong and olde cried out in 
the p24tieof Meruine their redæmer, and that ſo boldelp, 
that Meruine tobe almo@ aſtoniſhed at their clamozs, 
that he paſſed on till he came tothe Market place, where he 
found many young Gentlemen and maides, who to diners 
wellconſo2ted inſtrumentscarrolled many ercellent ſongs 
inthe pzatſe of Meruineʒthente they marched tothe Pallace, 
where lighting from their hozſes they aſcended vp into the 
ball, where was gathered together all the excellencie of 
Puſicke, playing ſo melodiouſly, that Meruine was 
rauidhsd with the hearing : oftheirbanquetting, dauncing, 
and other reuelles, J will not ſpeake, but paſſe them oner 
to imagination. After the fitſt nights repoſe Charles diſ- 
patches his Metaults into Fraunce, tocarry the ne wes of 
theſe occurents, charging euery one both noble and vn- 
noble , all Ladies married and vnmarried: alſo, all theſe 
whoſaeuer had any ſki{tin muſicke , that they faile noi,vp- 
pon paine of diſobedience, but toappeare at Maiance on the 
great feaſt of Pentccoft, where his Bighnefſe would keepe 
an open and royall court. All his will was done, and e- 
ner one was p2cſent at the dap, which was wonderful ty 
ſolemmtzed, Charles wearing his empertall crowne on his 
head, ſo alſo dis Meruin, mh by his conqueſt was king of 
Jeruſalein, of Mequa, of & abylon. oſLilfozt,of Damaſcus, 
of Son meat, and diuers orhertealmes: but Mathaburna 
that dap ware nocrown, becauſe as yet the ws not his wife, 
only Che ware 4 rich chaplot an her head, all inchaſed with 

p2etious Tones. hr dinner that day was finiched 

Charles gane charge to all his Barons that the vex! dap 

after , they ſhonld be in all theirroyalties , and to ſyrty theit 

P 3 cycellentus, 
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excellencies, as well in feaſting as in running at the tuͤte 
becauſe it ſhould be the wedding day of the famous punte 
Meruine . Then ( notwithſtanding that Mathaburna 
had manp Ladies with her) he ſent althe Ladies of France, 
to offer her their ſetuice, which they did. Af.er this fit ſt day 
was paſſed with ſolempne diſpo;!s, the mozrow after all the 
Citie beganne their iopes, and in the mozning, Drohes ; 
Croyſant, Baham, Belmatine, and all the gallants of 
France went and gate king Meruine god mo2cow , who 
xing, Drohes and Croyſant made him ready. adozning 
him with moſt tich abillements, imboꝛdered with oztentall 
pearles, and inchaſed with moſt pzetious flones, as Dia- 
monds, Kubres, Catsuncles, Turkus, Cmerauds , Das 
phyzes, and many other. When he was ready, he ſet the 
crowne of Jeruſalem on his head, and imediatelp he went 
into the Emperours chamber, where he temained vntill ſuch 
tune as Mathaburna was fully avozned after the French 
maner, whom foz her beauties ſake eucry aue called a ſecond 
Hellen. Zhen came the king crowned, the Dukes, Pars 
queſes, Calls, and Batons, with trovanets on their heads 
accoʒ dung to the manner. and baought in the king Metuine, 
who no ſonet ſawe his miſtrelle, vut bis Heart capered fo; 
iop. Then aſtexcertaineceremonies they deſcended downs 
into the hall, where all the pzinces of his army wapted foz 
him, then they went, and being mounted on golden chariots 
rid to the great cathedzail church attended en moſt ropal⸗ 
ly in this manner. Fir ſt went ſictie gentlemen malt richly 
attired,fiue and ſiue ina rankeʒ then an hundzed who carri⸗ 
ed a hundzed banners in which were the armes ol the Nas 
tions which he had conquered, and the laſt and the greateſt 
was that of Jeruſalem:after theſe marched Fourchier erle 
of Brandis, who bare Meruines golden ſputtes, clad in a 
ve ſture ot gold: then Baham in like oznaments with Mer- 
uines ſhield; ſutable to them the King of Nubiaes ſonne 
with 
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with Meruines helmet, and laſtly, in moſtrich imboſted ar⸗ 
mo2 of gold went Drohes bearing naked Meruins famous 
{wozd Entrant; then came Mcruine himſelfe, Charles 1- 
ding on his right hand. and Loys on his left, after them the 
twelue peres, the dukes, marqueſſes, earles, barons, and 
knights: and in this manner came be inte the Temple, 
Mathaburna following them in 2s great ſtate amongſt the 
Ladies. Mhenſ they were both entered within the Tem⸗ 
ple, the Archbiſhop of (Þatance married them, and then 
ſang hymnes and infinite pzaiſes, all the trope offering vp 


rich gifts foz ſacrifices, 
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After every ſenerall ceremonte perſourmed, they re- 
turned as they came molt o2derty to the pallace, where the v 
banquetted , triumphed, and renelled moſt gallantip, 
which ended, the Anightes went and armed themſelues, 
andthe Ladies were carried to beholde the Juſtes, in the 
which Meruine would nerdes be an ados, ſo alſo woulde 
Charles, and Naymes. Meruine at the firff inconnter 
owerth;ety fine and twenty, no man hauing power to ſu- 
ffaine him: then tame Charles and humbly bepucht him 
to withdzawe bimſelfe , elſe would their ſpoꝛt be little, 
becauſe his pꝛoweſſe, - v'ould put all men paſt ranning. 3 

am well pleaſed ſato Meruine, and then het departed, and 

came and ſafe with the Ladie Mathaburna beholding the 
inffes, which continued vntill eventng, whoſe black bzowes 
compelled them to giue oner. Then the tables being a- 
dozned they went to their (#ppers,after ſupper is dauntung, 

; maſtking,and al! manner of reueluing, which ba ing groun 
| a little olde there came biſhops, who {wzthwith with the 
Empercour and with the amd duke Naymes conneyed the 
bzidegrome to the Bides chamber, where after mane 
bleſſings aud ceremonies thep lodged him, who that night 
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(oy the will oꝛ God) begot on det a ſonne, whoſe name af- 
ter ward was called Orient. Agſone as it was day light, 
D rohes entted into the chamber, who appareled Meruine, 
and the Ladies of France that adozned Mathaburna: then 
were ſole mpne alles lung, and other deuiſes. The feaſt 
ard triumphs continuing eight dayes , at the expiration 
whereof Charles returned inte Fraunce , takingleaneof 
Meruize', and fo ltkewiſe did all the gallants of Fraunce, 
leauing no moze in WPatancebu! Meruinc, his Queene, 
and his old ſouldiers, amongſt whom he diaided all his nas 
tions, except Lilfozt, where himſelfe determined to raigne: 
to Drohes he gaue Montment, and the countrep adiopn⸗ 
ing, deliuering him an hundzed thouſand fo gary him to his 
king dome, to Banam he gaue Damaſcus, to Crœiſant Yes 
qua, and to cuery other Pzincs that had ſerued him, ather 
lands and ſegniozies. This done, he remaind in Denmark 
till his Que ne was delluered of a beautifull ſon, whom he 
named Orient, actozding to the Letter which hee found 
when hee got Paſſant , And after that bis ſonne Orient 
was onte a peare elde and vpwards, bee had a maruellous: 
great and earneſt deſire to gointo Jewꝛie, to plant true te⸗ 
haton in that country, which hee did, pet it was ateaious 
time befoze ; wherefoze foz a while we will leaue him, and 
ſpeake of Gratiana the Fauie, who fell wen 
euill deeds towards Meruine. 
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C HAP. XXV. 
1 How Mutafier deceiued the Faitie GMatiana, and be- 
ot of her a monfter named Orte, that had three 
eads. 2 And of other accidents. | 


ung times, the Chaiſtianp lung without 

ncet of finnes ) they 
|-beganne ts commit diners outragious and 
— damnable offences , againſt the maieſtie of 


God , at the which Mutafier triumphed, making their. 


fall a aire to his glozie ; N e he went io the ms 
where that deſperate fairie Gratiana rematneo , and cons 
ming ts a poꝛe cottage, where ſhe liued , be tok vpon him 
the likeneſſe of a woman, and knacking 4 af the doze, which 
the Fairie opened, deſiced-lodging fo2 that might, with hir. 


ting his thoucthts howe hee might e ſome notable 
iniſchiefe Anoneas they were ſet to io Gratiana aſs 
ken whither the was fraueliing all vnaccompanied. 
Faire lter (ſaivefhe Deuil Mutafier ) knowe that Jand 
my company haue 1tued in 0 walter alreon, 


haningnothing but bꝛead and water, tillthep all axe dead, 
but J only reſerued, foz whom 7 ſo d, and thought 
to haue led my lite in continuall lolitatine ile, till tuo lea 
ned Clarkes told me, that ſuch a kinde of liie mas damna⸗ 
ble. After that they demaunded at me „ hetber were. a 
-marde 02 wife , oz had in my life time with a⸗ 
ny man and J told them neuer, (oz which cauſe thepblamp 


meex(&dingly, appꝛouing by the ſacred @cciptures, it 


I = the E0:te ſaith, inthat part, that by ſuccee- 


to which G rattana gaue conſent : ſo, he: ſtayed thers bea - 
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the woman that lines without the knowledge of man, ſhall 
not ſee the face of God, Many other things they tolde tne, 
untill one of them ſoꝛ charitte ſake actompanied me, and 
toke my ſinnes vpon him. Alas qd Gratiana, what ſhal 
I do? my ũnnes ate litfinite. Ile take thein vpon me (aide 
Mutafier. Inbziefe, ſo eatneſtip he tempted her, and be⸗ 
got of her a moſt dgly and defozmed tha headed monſter ; 
thence he conueyed her into a vaſt and ſtrange wildernes, 
where neuer moztall fœt ſtep was befoze diſcouered, and 
there ſhe was deliuered of her aboꝛtine fruit, which was 
called Orke, becauſe, in that deſolate habitation was not 
to be ſene any thing, but iij. headed monſters called Orke. 


2 This nelo boꝛne monſter had moze then the ſtrength 
of ſixe men, two of his heads loked fozward, and the third 
behind him, euerp head had a beard; his eies were like me⸗ 
lions, and in his mouthes tath thee fingers long, and ina 
monaſterie at Ciuill in Spaine at this houre is his picture, 
which king Loys cauſed to be dꝛawne and crected there in 
bononr of Pꝛinct Meruine, dis ſwoꝛd Entrant being kept 
there foꝛ avintne rclique, This diuel· begot monſter withs 
in twenty dates became ſo flerte and e he 
onereame altthoſe ofthe tozeff, wherefoze Mutafier his fa⸗ 
ther gane him armes almoſt impꝛegnable, and cammandt 
him to gde into Frautrice, where if he found Merit 2 
charged him to veare him ſuch deadip hatred, that he ſhould 
not reff till he had bꝛougbt him to a ſhamefullend; and alſo 
that he ſhould ſpare no Chꝛiſttan till he had lait the countrp 
vtterly deſolate: pet befoze thou goeft ſaith he, goe vnto 
king Turniquant of Oꝛima, and intxeate his aide to goe 
with ther, which his danmed forme did actdzdingly. But 
when hee was once tome within Oꝛima, all the Pagans 
came and hid themſclucs foz feare of his pꝰeſence RE ee. 

otke 
bp 


thence he marched towards the pallace , where th 
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vp the gates, and told the king ofthe Orkes arrtuall, ohe 
laughed at thetr cowardiſe, vntill he heard the Or ke cxie ſo 
them ta vpen the gates, oꝛ he would deſtroy the city. The 
king as then was ſet at a table with 51s daughter Beatgce 
who in pꝛiuate was b2ought to be a Chiſt ian hy hernurſe, 
hauing intttuaed her in all the points of thzitian'religion. 
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1 How the King Twr2;quant of Orizm affembled : 
great number of his people, and vent in ayde of rhe 
Orte: 2 how he deſtroyedall Norqpandie and Brit 
tadine: 3. ick of other occurrents. 9951 
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7 
| ; F the Orke he aroſe from the table and went to 
Fe the gates; where (ſæing the hugeneſſe of the 
Sahara trembling feart came outr his be- 
= die ; pet with fainedſ s ) hemtreated 


him to do him no hurt, and he would pexfourme what(o- 
euer he commaunded him. J aſke n ſaid the Orke, 
but that thou wilt be my ſubien,and J will conduc ther in-/ 
to France; whete J will vtterly deftroythe Tountrey , if 
they will not returns and belæue in Mahomet. When 
as Turniquant heard theſe wozds , bee exchaunyed feare 

into reioycings , and made the gates to bee ſet open, and 

(with great honour ) bzought the Ponſter into his Pal 
late, where the fairie Beatrice was; whom the Orke (at 

the fir ght) vemanded of her father, and in recompencs 
ba would giue him thy Crowne of Fraunce . = 
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which Tarniqant was ,pzoude of, but the poze Ladis 
weptang lanier-tedepceodinigly, Now with all ſpeode that 
could he, the King muſtered vp his men, to the number of 
two hundꝛed thouſand; with which the Orke and hee paſ⸗ 
ſed ( carryingthe faire Beatrice with them) to Jeruſalem, 
which he ſo quickly conquered. Thence be went vnto Babp⸗ 
lon, and did the like; and to all the other Chaiſttan Coun- 
tryes, euen to Pontment, where they gaue a ſtrong aſ- 
ſault, gainſt which Drohes was not able to indure; ſo the 
Towne was taken:pet by the pꝛouidente of heauen, Dro- 
hes eſtaped, whoflying into a Wilrernefle, conſumer his 
life in great pouertie. Thus the Orke ſubuetted what 
Meruine had planted ; not leauing a Church oz Pona- 
Kerie, which was not vtterlg raced, 


3 Chence (conducted by the dinells ayde ) hee came 
to Saint Michaels Mount in France, and thence march- 
ed though Baſe N02mandie and Baſe Bꝛittaine; thence 
to High Hozmandie, making all places both waſte and de- 
lelate. The newes whereof wounded King Charles, 
chiefly when he heard the deſcription of the Ponſter: pet 
be aſſembled his Men at Armes to goe againft him; but 
not with ſach expedition, but that the falſe Orke and the 

agans were firf# came to Montmartre, where it was pit⸗ 
titull to beholde with what cryes the poꝛe people ran into 
Parts, one carrying his bed, another his coffer, ſome their 
wiues, and ſome their childzen. Win 


3 By this time Charles bzought downe his Armie, 
and ſet vyon the Orke and Turniquant, befweene whom 
was a long and dzcadfull Battatle. Charles lem a num⸗ 
ber of aagans with bis owne hand, crying euer. Dalnt 
Dennis and god Fortune, this day ſhallthe Pagans pe. 
riſh; the god Duke Naymes did as much, and vpon bis 
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Enemies ſhewed wonderfull fcates of Knighthe? ouer- 
thꝛowing here one, and there another; ſo that it was ercel- 
lent to behold the fall of the Bagans. this triumph in- 
dured but a moment, fo2 the ſtrong Bing Turniquant and 
the falſe Orke (in leſſe than an hower ) oucrthrew euer 
ſoule of them : becauſe the Pariſtans(vppon fight of the thꝛa 
headed Bonſter) fled away , and durſt not one ok them in⸗ 
dure in Battaile; ſa that the Emperour was compelled to 
ſound a Retrapt,and was the firff that enteredintg the Ci⸗ 
tie of Parts,'s-hideous was the beholding ol the diuels In⸗ 
fant, and all the Chaiſtiang followed: whom the Orke in 


purſute ſle m fine vpon fue and twentie bppon twentie, to 


the piteous amazement ot all men In this Chaſe, the Orke 
had entered the Citte, but foz eſpectall regard: but finding 
himſclfe deceiued, bee crped at the Gates; Falſe traitoz 
Charles tome foꝛth, and bʒing twentie with the againũl ne 
alone oꝛ if they be not (now. bzing thiztie, and my ſclfe wall 
giue them Battaile. Thus triumphed he in his owne pelde: 
but befcze an long time cxpy2e , a fingle man ſhalibzing 
his thꝛæ heads to a Funerall: which can be naue other but 
the kamous Bing Meruine, as you ſhall heare. 

Charles all this while was mightely perplexed, and not 
tauſeleſſe ; fo2 of all that he had bzongbt,there was no moze 
left alive but thirtiethoaſand;neirherdurſCha: les theſpacs. 
of a veare oke ab20ao,fo2 feare of the Orke : pet at length 
be found meanes to ſend to the Ring ol England, who came 
to his ayde with fo2tte thouſand well apyjwued and valtant 
Englichmen; pet ſo dzeadfull was the Ponſter, that they 
ſtod in doubt to paſſe, but remained cha dayes and nights 


at Saint Dennis, nere Paris, of which the Orke hav ng 
tidings, holding all that time a —. , how the King 


of France ſhould be aduertiled of theirc that iont⸗ 
ly they might allaxle the Orke on euexie ide. 
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: How king Charles had intelligence of the King of 
Englands comming: 2 of their aſſault on both ſides: 
how Aeruiue came, who had conquerd againe all 
that the Orke had vonne: 4 how Aut haburna gaue 
charge, that no man ſhould ſpeake of the warres be- 
fore Paris: 5 howan Angell appeared te Merxine. 


5 Yen the King of England had held a long — 
| #1, conſult, one of his trayns came vnto him, and 
(= C2 bade him matte hisLetters,and(in deſpite of 
all the Ponſters in the Mozld) be would 
attempt to carrie to Paris : which teſo⸗ 
thwith diſpatcht bim 
who came to Parts about midnight , and thꝛe we his Let- 
ters ouer the walls: which the next mo2ning being found, 
were pꝛeſented to the King ; who reading them, vnderſtor 
the couragious Englith Kings reſolne :wherefo:e he com⸗ 
maunded his Þoalt to atme themſelues, who were then 
this ſcoze thouſand, 


2 Then ſtanding in rea dines, they attended toheare 
when the Onſet cheuld dee giuen, which as lone as be 
heard, hecryed; Montioy,'@aint Denis. andthen ſalliet 
fw2th , and made the Battaile fearefull to the Pagans , et- 
fecting wonders. To be btefe , bath the Engliſh and 
French ſdewed themſelues abſolute foz courage: but the 
Orke made ſuch hauocke of both Nations, that in leſſe 
than an heute all the Chaiſtians fled foz then 2 

rke 
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Orke (with an axe which Mutafier that night hay giuen 
him killing ſo manie, that few eſcaped , but onely thoſe in 
the vantguard of the Flight. Che King of England fied 
to Saint Dennis, whom the Orke purſued to the walls of 
the Towne then turning backe to his Tents. he found the 
faire Beatrice weping , whom heſaluted, and perſwaded 
fo be topfull, fo; that in ſixe months ſpace he wouldcrowne 
her Quene of France: but thoſe wazdes were wozſe than 
poyſon, fo2 than him ſhe eſta med hell no biler, Alſo all this 
while lamented Charles in Paris his croſle fo2tunes, becauſe 
the Monſter nowe had bene in France full two peates, and 
layd waſte the mo@ rnit full places in all the Countrey. 


3 In this penſiuenes wer will leaue him while, to 
fpeake of the reno wied Meruine; who after hee had cons 
uerted all Jeinzp, went to Babylon, Jeruſalem, and the o- 
ther Countre ves, and bꝛought them all backe to Chiſtia- 
nitie. Thence hee went to Pontment fo viſite- Drohes, 
whom hee found nat; and therefaze ſo2zrowed moſt exceed⸗ 
ingly, vawing an endlelle reuenge ik hes were dead: and 
thereapon gaue an aſſault to the Towne, which pꝛeſentlie 
yeelded, becanſe the greateſt part were Chziſtians. W 
that Meruine made one Sampfon ( bozne in that Cittie) 
their Gauernour, leaning him all his Armie, and returns 
ed alone into bis natucall Kingdome of Danſke, where 


hee found his fayze Queene Mathaburna, and the young 


Pzince Orient their Sonne!: who (with all the Nobles 
— — Commons) molt ropally and louingly wel- 
comend him. 


4 As fone as Mathaburna had h2ought her royall 
Rozdtoreft, which ( after his wearie tranaple ) of all other 
intertainment was to him belt welcome, thee ſent pzinats 
Commaundement to-eueris Noble man aud * 
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that was likely to haus acceſſe to the King , that as they 
tendered the ſafetie of his pzinate Perſon,and reſpeced the 
publique benefiteof the Common-wealth , that they in no 
caſe ſhould acquaynt the noble Meruine with the miſerable 
eſtate of the Emperaur Charles and the other Ch2iſtiang 
in France :foz ( ſayd ſher) 3 ned not tell vou the reſoluti⸗ 
ons ofmp Puncely Loꝛd your Ropall ing, ſhould he but 
heare the leaſt inckling thereof; to France hee would, to 
wofall wzetched France: and if to France, whither go- 
eth my loues Loz>andyour lines P2oteco2 ? Euen to the 
receptacle of hozroz , euen to the graue of death: where he 
ſhal combat with Ponſters, not men: and not with moztal 
Monſters neyther, but thatinfernall thaw headed Dag of 
hell, the valy Orke, againſt whoſe fozce , men can haue no 
foxce to make refiſtance · O doe not then, J beſeech pee, do 
not make me a ?Ti1ddow and your ſelues Fatherleſſe, by 
acquainting the King with the Eſtate of France, Theſe 
wozds the delivered with (ſuch aboundance of teares , that 
the Robles and Þagiltrates greatly commended her zea- 
lous care , and pzeſently commanded, on payne of death, 
that no man ſhould ſhew a heaute countenance, oz once 
whiſper of the Eſtate of France. Great Feaſts and Tri⸗ 
umphs weretherefoze made th2zonghout , and manie other 
paſtimes that continued a great part ofthe night, ti the 
King was lapdin his bed, 


5 When the hower ol midnight was come, there ap⸗ 
peared to him ( in his fleepe ) an Angell from Meauen, who 
like Sunne-ſhine tod befoze him, and ſayd; Meruine, 
the God which created all things, by mee comm undeth 
thee , that tomozrow thou depart and goeto king Charles 
and ayde him againſt the Chaillians, who haue befiedgey 
him, and bzought him almoſt to vtter confuſion, by the 
meanes of a monſtrous tha beaded Orke ,agatnſt whom 

| thou 
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thou muſt take battell, and the Lozd will befby defender, 
wherefoze ſee thou depart without any notite to the queene 
thy wife, leſt ſhe ſhould follow thee , which were offenfiue 
totheheauens. This ſayd, the Angell , and im⸗ 
mediately Meruine aroſe, and hauing himſelfe and 
gathered his Souldiozs together; tolde his Queene hee 
would paſſe into Surrey, and make a die returne : 
whorefoze he deſired her with her little Sonne Orient to 
pate to Lilfozt , where they ſhould not failebut mete him, 
She gladly agreed, becauſe ſhefeared no plice but P. is. 
Thus he departed with thzeeſcoze thouſand, and made ſuch 
baſte,thathe came to Roan; which he found ſo ſackt and 
deſtt oyed, that his heart fo: pittie bled within him. There 
he left his Atmis, and himſelfe alone marched towarves 
Paris, findingeuery thing as ho went deſtroyed t ruinated 
When he was come within the ight of the Pagans tents, 
hee turned himſelle towardes then , and marched into the 
campe with his head vnarmed, and his helmet hanging by 
bis ſaddle. Then calling a Pagan vnto him, he deſired to 
be bought to the fight of king Turniquant. The Pagan 
conſented , and bzought him to his Cent, but the king 
was not there, onely be found the faire Beatrice, who at 
the firſt fight knew him to be a Chziftian : and therefoze 
demanded what he ſought. Madame ſaid he, my buſines 
is to (peake with him that beareth the heads on his ſhoul- 
ders. Friend qd ſhe,ifyou will bat Ray herealittle, J wil 
go teil the king my father, Doe ſo god adame (ſaid he) 
but J beſ@ch your Ladiechip, Ray not long. 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 


1 How Merwuize vndertooke combat againſt the Orkg, 
2 ofthe fight, and the Orkes death , which brought 
reft ro the Chriſtians. 


== * Fatrice inffantly went to her father and tolde 

7 hun what ſhe knew touching his requeſt, and 
X) how he would ſpeake with the the header 
AL monlker : which the King hearing, he went 
— and tak the Orke with him, who loking ter⸗ 
ribly vpon Meruine, whom no lokes could affright, Mer - 
uine ſtou ly began ſaying, Thon that haſt dared to deſtrop 
this receptacle of Chʒiſtianitie, J chalenge thee,tf thou da⸗ 
teſt, to ſingle combate body ta body. with theſe conditions, 
that if thou vanquiſh me, all this Countrey ſhall be at thy 
diſpoſing : if 3 ſhall conquer thee , then !hine at in ſhall 
returne hame againe if they can eſcape our vengeaunces 
How ſaieſt thous When Turniquant heard this reſolute 
Chailenge, he demaunded ot hum his name. pen call me 
anſwered he, Meruine. UUlhich wozd was no ſoner bt 
tere d, but taking the Orke and his daughter aſide,he told 
many wonders of Meruine, how he had ſlaine Barant ſur⸗ 
named the Cruell , with the reſt ol his famous conqueſts; 
and therefoze was now flatly determined by treaſon to put 
him to death. To which his Daugyter made anſwer, that 
treaſon were vile euen in a King , and therefoze Its 
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ſince the Orke had vaunted himſelfe againft twentie, that 
row he ſhould trie himſelfe againſt this one ingle knight, 
whom there was no doubt but he would banquiſh with 
ſhame, o quickely diſpatch of his deſperate life. At this 
ſpeach the pꝛoude Orke reioyted, and ſwoze none but him 
ſelle ſhould be in that combate: ſo they went to Meruine 
and acco2ded , dzawing certaine articles touching the coms 
bate, which diſpatched, Meruine went and told Charles, 
to whom he was the welcommeſt man aliue. 


Mhen the day ofbaftell was come, Meruin, Charls, 
Naymes, Loys, and alltheir army came fwzth , and went 
tothe Pagans tents, whete after theirothes taken on both 
fides, the two champions were b2ought into the liſtes ar- 
med at all points, and after theſoundof Trumpets they 
aſſailed eachother, and Meruine bzake his ſtatte vpon the 
Orke, but his armour was ſo god that he could not hurt 
him, only made ym recoile tenne fote backeward : at the 
which the Orbe was angry, who with his battle ar would 
haue ſtricken the p2tnce, but with fine nimblenc ſle in tur⸗ 
ning he auoided it, lo that the axe fell into the earth aboue 
tbzee fut, then the pꝛince with Entrant ſtrake him a migh⸗ 
tie blow on the head, but couldpiercenoſkin, which ſa ne. 
he ſheathed his ſwoꝛd and tok his great mace, which hung 
by, and with that gaue him ſuch a blow vpon one ol his hel- 
meta, that he ræled, ant with much adoe held himſelfe from 
falung : wi en the Orke felt theſe intollerable woundings, 
he flew vpos Meruine like a tempelt , and thinking to hit 
him with his divelliſh axe , the god hozſePaſſant turned 
ſo nimbly about, that he failed in his purpoſe, foz why there 
was no fcele would haue bozne out the blow. When the 
Orke faw his efeclolle furte be grew mad, olten aſſai⸗ 
ling. ond as often failing. Zen pztace Meruine advancing 


himſelſe, gaue the Orke ſuch a bloive on the necke, that he 
A Þ made 
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made one of his helmets flic into the middeſt of the fleld, ſo 
that one of his heades was diſarmed; then dzawing his 
ſwo2d, hee ſeconded his blowe vppon the Orkes diſarmed 
head, that he cut away one of his eares, whereat the Orke 
raiſed a molt fearefullcrie, which put the pagans into a fear- 
fall affright. Beatrice ſæing this, ſaid to her father, Py 
L 02D, this dap the Orke will be vanquiſhed , rherefoze be 
aduiſed by me, aud lei vs flic to our ſhippe, to eſcape wozſe 
danger, the Orke is neither of our country nv2 kindzed,lef 
vs leaue him to his foztune. Daughter ( ſatd Jurniquant) 
vou are tw blame, foꝝ ii he doe euercome , what ſhall befall 
vs?thercfoze let vs attend (ome moze ot his foztune. Mer- 
uine this while lion litze afailed the Orke , and gaue him 
ſuch a monſtrous wound on his thigh , that he was no lon⸗ 
ger able to ſuſtaine himſelfe from falling, yet ſtill held his 
are in ſuch ſozte in his hand, that Paſſant durſt not affaile 
him. Then beganne the Or ke to crie ſo fearefully, that the 
Pagans hearing him, trufſed vp their tents , and betoke 
themſeluts to flying: which the empereur Charles ſ&ing , 
ſhewed the dutze Naymes ſaping, ſe how they flie and dart 
not ſtay the end of the battel: wece it not that J amſwozng 
to the contrary , they ſhould not eſcape ſo eaſily. Tts true, 
(ſatd Naymes) therefoze let them go,foz the deuill is their 
conduct. ds they were thus taking, the pigans gote to 
their ſhippes, and with all the haſte they could, ſailed into 
their owne countries: all this while Meruine aſſailev the 
Orke,but by reaſon of his lying on the ground, hee could 
no whit hurt him, wherefoze hee alighted dowre and come 
maunded Paſſant, if næde compelled him, to come and ſuc⸗ 
tout him; which the Faitie hozſe well vnder ſtode. This 
ſaid, Meruine went towards the (re, and he ſeeing hun 
tome bethought himfelfe of his beff defence; and Meruine 
imagining to ſtrike him, the falſe diuelliſhj Orke thauſt his 
are befoze him with (ach violence, that hitting Meruine 
5 Bae 
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one blowe vppon the knee, he made him per fall fo the 

ground , which the monſter ſeeing, heecrawled vpon him, 

and gaue him many intoller able blowes, whileſt Meruine 

on the other ſide dzawing fwzth a puniard, thought to ſtab 

the monſtcr , but lighting vppon his curaces , the dagger 
without hurt bzake in two peeces. Then Mcruinc implo- 
red ſome diuine helpe in his ſuccour, foz the Orke pꝛeaſed 

him molt extrcamely, yet his ſtrength gaue him ſome re- 
medy. Ulhereas the hiſtozie repoꝛtes, if there had beene 
an hund2ed beſides himſelfe, the Orke had fozce to haue 
ſtrangled them all. But the trength of Meruine equalled 
him every way: Charles ſeeing this turmaile, wept ercee- 
dingly , and ſaid to Naymes, Mhat ſhall we doe, fith the 
damaed Orke holdes king Meruine in ſubiection? As they 
were thus in talking, Paſſant ſeeing bis Lo2d in daunger, 
he went to this Orke, and toke hold of his diſarmed head, 
in ſuch ſozt, that in deſpight of his will, hee made him let 
King Mcruine goe, who inftantly rifing toke his ſwoꝛde 
which lay on the ground: Paſlant with his teeth teke hold 
ok his care,and Mcruine gaue him two ſuth blowes, that 
he let bis battle axe fall; then doubling his blowe, he cut off 
his other two heades: at whoſe death Mutafier came in 
ſuch a tempeſt, that all Paris frembled . Then ſeeing his 
ſonne dead he would haue taken vengeance , but of the hozſe 
he could not, becauſe he was a Fairie; and of the ma ſter 
he durſt not, becauſe he had heard diuine papers befoze the 
combate,otherwiſc he had done ſome notable miſchiefe : but 
be could do nothing, but toke his ſonne and all 
bis accompliments into hell with him: yet kuow fo2 a ſure- 
tie, that at his departure,he made ſuch a wonderfull ſtozme, 


night had a. latrer countenance» 
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C HAP. XXIX. 


How Aeruine toolte leaue of Charles and departed. 
2 How he went to leruſalem, and thence was con- 
zeyed into Fairia. 


{us did the falle Orke that monſkrous ſonne 

| ofthe diuell come to his end, beeing llaine in 
the thu eth maneth of his age, being ſo inuin⸗ 
cle, tl at he bꝛought all Fraunce almoſt deſs= 


late, and ſo like wiſe had done al chziſtendom, 
if God had ot raiſed vleruine to be his deſtroyer. And the 
ſtozie ſaith, chat if Meruine hadde bene bzought vp with 
womans mitke, hee conld neuer haue conquered the mon⸗ 
fer. Now by this time came Charles andthe ether chꝛiſti⸗ 
ans, who with great honour and folemnitie woulde haue 
bꝛoug ht him to the cittie; but de refaſed, telling the empe- 
roar he muſt f1ft pay his vowwes to the ſepulchze of his Das 
niour, tntceating Charles foz his ſake, to ayde his ſonne 
Orient when any extremitie ſhould aſſaile him, Which 
when Charles heard he ſoꝛrowed exceedingly. 
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2 Thus parted Meruine, whome Charles would ns 
longer holde, and came to Roan, where his army aften- 
ded him, whome hee ſent to Lilfozf, and bade them charge 
Mathaburna his Qucne to loke carefully to his ſonne 
Oricnt, fo; that hee would goeto Jeruſalem . Thus be-' 
vaxted they, and he ſtar ed ſtill in Roan til the wonnd in his 
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knee was cured; then he betoke himſelfe to the (ea: which 
hauing ouerpaſſed, he rode till he came to a fozreſt, where 
the night ſo ſodainly onertoke him, that he knew not wheres 
fo lodge. Now it fell out, that Mutafier to retengi his 
ſonnes death, made in this wod an Abbacie. and himlelte 
like a Runne. ZWhen Meruine eſpied the houſe, her ſpur - 
red his hoꝛſe towards it, but by no meanes coulde hee make 
hun goe, but enermoze he did recoile backe : then came 
Mutafier in the habite ofa Aunne, and ſalatedhim-: then 
Meruine veſired her to take his hoꝛſe and bꝛing him to the 
houſe , than bohich the Deuill vefired nothing moze. Da 
ſone as Meruine was within the hall, Hee found a table 
ſpzead, and fo,e ofcakes, but Meruine woulde neither 
cate no dzinke; but Mutafiet at laſt inchanted him that he 
fozgats God, and kell to both eating and dzinking. Which 
when Mutaher perce:ued, he vowed at nüdnight to carry 
him to hell: then he demaunded of Meruine ifhse wonld go 
to his reſt, to which he conſenting, bꝛought him info a moſt 
ſumptuous chamber , where when he was laide to repoſe, 
befoze the night was halfe ſpent , hee imagined, that the 
chamber, the abbey, the bed, and all about him was on f- 
er, wheref22cincontinently hee aro'e and armed humfelfe, 
and came into the court, where dee found Miuraticr in the 
likenefſe of Daſſanc (who then was gone into Fairta) vpen 
whome as ſone as he was mounted, the Dewll flew a- 
wap like thunder oz tempeſt, 4 bars him by woda, riuers, 
and mountaines, euen to hell, where heefound his tranell 
doubled; foz by the commaundement of God the dinel was 
compelled to beare him backe againe, wheretoze he carrts 
ed him into India, where were many ſerpents and cruell 
beaſts, and therefoze diſcharging himſelle of h1s barthen, 

he tolde Meruine how he was his moztall Cnemie the ſpi- 

rite Mutaſier, that had the keeping of him at Pinoꝛ, and 

there ſo manie yearestozinented him, with hideous noeſe 
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telling him that he intended lo haut bozne him quicke into 
Hell, and that now hee would be reuenged fo; the fatall 
death of his dete deloued ſanne Orke. Which Meruine 
hearuig, he dzew his (wo2d, and vefended himlſelfe theres 
with in ſuch ſozt, that if the malicious flend Mutafier had 
bene moztall, he had llaine him an hundzed times; which 
ſane, Meruine with the ſigne of the Croſſe bleed himſelle 
at which the diuell like a tempeſt flew away,and left Mer- 
uine, whofalling on his knees , aſked pardon of his Crea- 
to; , then be beheld his hozſe Paſſant , to whom he went, 
but in that the diuell had deceined him, bee was ftrict in 
truſting : wherefoze vſing ſame bleſſings and contaration: 
Paſant fell vpon his knes , and then hee mounted vpon 
bim, and neuer ſtated till he cams ta Jeruſalem, where he 
adozed the holy ſepulchze, and viſitedall the ſhzines of the 
Saints,remaining there the ſpacs of two moneths, at the 
end whereof he went into Spalne, to an Abbey that was 
founded by duke Lyon, where he was confeCed and abſols 
ued, and then Gratiana ſent the king Orient and dinerſe 
renowned Fairies, who tmbzaced Mcruine and bought 
him into the Fairie land, where he lined out his time with 
the beautifull Gratiana. 


® , 4 


T Thus endeth the hiſtorie of the famous and euer 
renowned Merain, which was firft compoſedin rithme, 
and after tranſlated into French proſe, from 
whence it is thus reduced. 
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Finis. 
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